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PREFACE. 

A FEW words will expldn what has led to the publishing 
of these pages. The papers which go to make up 
this book, written at different times, are just of the class, 
that disappears entirely unless some care is taken to pre- 
serve them. As a proof of this, I may state that I had 
looked upon the pamphlet entitled * England in South 
Africa ' as quite lost, until I discovered accidentally that a 
lady in Scotland, Mrs. Taylor, had preserved a copy, which 
she was kind enough to lend me. That pamphlet, written 
from the standpoint of the loyal Cape Colonists, is, in my 
opnion, worth preserving, as it shows that so far back as 
1885, Dutch National aspirations had taken such definite 
form as to lead to the formation of an English political 
association — ^the Empire League — for the m^ntenance of 
the English tie. The other papers, too, will, I venture to 
tlunk, be of use to the student of the futmre. Of my own 
work I shall say nothing, except that, being collected, it 
may, as the evidence of ^, witness, possibly be of some use 
to the historian who, weighing testimony from all sides,, 
shall seek to arrive at the truth. 

Even the newspaper reports of meetings of the Transvaal 
National Union^ containing as they do, though in crude 
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form, records of the resolutions passed by that body of 
Uitlanders and of the speeches of its leaders, must reveal to 
future writers much that is important and relevant. The 
terms of the great Petition which was signed by 38,500 
people and contemptuously disregarded by the Volksraad, 
will for ever give the lie to the statement, on the Boer side, 
that the Uitlanders formulated their 'demands' in such 
insolent terms as to preclude all possibility of their being 
granted. The extracts from the address of the . Republican 
Cluef Justice, the solemn warnings in the paper written by 
Mr. J. W. Wessels (now a judge on the Transvaal Bench), 
and the able analysis of the Republican Constitution by 
Advocate Auret, {Minted originally as appendices to my 
^statement for the House of Commons Committee, should 
be of great value to students of South African history. 

To make these papers accessible, I am causing them to 
be reprinted, at my own expense, so that they may be 
-placed on the shelves of every library in South Africa and 
of some libraries in Great Britain. 

CHAS. LEONARD. 
NavtmieTy 1901. 
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ENGLAND IN SOUTH 
AFRICA. 

IIX/'E have not prospered in tluB Colony during the last few 
^ ^ years, and we are not prospering now. Perhaps it is as 
well that we should have an opportunity of finding out whether 
we are not ourselves to blame for this temporary check in our 
prosperity. Out of affliction cometh blessing, and if one result of 
the trouble which is upon us now should be that we Cape Colonists 
shall cease to call each other hard names, shall understand each 
other better, and, ignoring all supposed grounds of disunion, shall 
determine to be one people, then indeed will our affliction have 
been blessed. Let us look openly and honestly at the conditions 
under which we live, and ask ouroelves whether there is any sub- 
stantial reason why any one section of Colonists shoidd regard 
with suspicion any other section ; and, in discussing with each 
other, let reason, not passion or sentiment, govern us. So shall 
we learn that Heaven has cast us together in this land not to 
oxamine each other's pedigrees, not to discuss whether we are 
descended from English, Dutch, French, or German ancestors, 
but to live in brotherhood, to leam from one another, and to be 
rivals only in promoting the welfare of the country. We say let 
us ask ourselves whether there is any reason for us to distrust one 
another. 

Now, truth requires that it should be said that there has 
been a breach formed between the two leading races of South 
Africa which did not exist ten years ago, and that certain forces 
BTe at work tending to widen that breach. The Transvaal war 
seems to have raised a feeling which did not previously exist (at 
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all events as anything worthy of notice) — a feeling of antagonisuk 
between English and Dutch. The brave conduct of the Transvaal 
burghers not unnaturally awakened a feeling of pride and enthu- 
siaam in the breast of persons of the same blood in this Colony ; it 
aroused the attention of the world; it stirred in the minds of 
Dutchmen, both in Holland and in South Africa, a dream of a 
future Dutch Empire which shoidd renew the glories which have 
passed away from the Netherlands. But all this enthusiasm ha& 
worked this country incalculable evil, because it has set on foot 
intriguing between men in the neighbouring republics and thia 
Colony. It has given designing men an opportunity of gaining 
their own ends by means of class distinctions, and has produced, or 
at least nourished the growth of, an association which, though its 
ostensible object is to educate the people to appreciate their 
political power and privileges, has indirectly had the effect of 
widening the breach between Colonists who should live aide by 
side in mutual respect and friendship, helping, encouraging, and 
supporting each other. A house divided against itseU cannot 
stand. A state torn by internal dissensions cannot prosper. 

Things have come to such a pass that a serious question has 
arisen as to whether we are loyal to Her Majesty the Queen, and 
now it behoves all men who wish to range themselves imder the 
banner of law, order, and peace, to ask themselves soberly whether 
agitation shall not cease. It has been doubted whether we are 
loyal. We say emphatically that if the great bidk of the Colonists 
were asked whether they wish to live imder any other flag than 
the British flag they would unhesitatingly say no, and because w& 
believe this to be the case, we ask them one and all, so to act and 
speak now that the few men whose object is to upset the existing 
order of things may be assured immistakably that the people of 
this country do not want discord and bloodshed, and will not even 
contemplate a condition of things in which every man's hand will 
be against his neighbour. 

It will be asked by some. Who are these men P We answer 
that they are the men who have systematically set about poisoning 
the minds of persons, previously distinguished only for their kind- 
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ENGLAND IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

liness and good-neighbourship^ against Englishmen and eveiy- 
ihing English ; who have week after week in the press held up 
Englishmen to scorn and ridicule^ applying to them the foulest 
epithets, who have composed and published verses the sole object 
of which was to make the detested * rooinek ' stink in the nostrils 
of the Dutch-speaking people of this country ; and who lose no 
opportunity of misrepresenting the actions of England to men 
who have not the means of forming judgments for themselves. 
Many people who have not thought clearly what the phrase 
means, talk about a ' United South Africa under her own flag/ 
and when asked what flag they mean, say, ' Oh, the British flag/ 
Their dream is idle, but perhaps honest. The several states in 
this country are not now, and may not for a long time be, anxious 
to unite, and to talk about forcing a imion is the surest way of 
producing irritation and distrust instead of confidence between us. 
If an Englishmen were to propose such a imion under the British 
flag, the cry would immediately be raised that an attempt was 
being made to deprive the Free State and Transvaal of their inde- 
pendence, and a feeling of hostility on the part of those states, as 
well as many sympathisers in this Colony, would at once be raised, 
which could not but hinder our progress. Do we ever hear of 
such a thing from Englishmen? Never. And the conduct of 
England in giving the Transvaal back her independence, even 
while smarting under disaster, proves most conclusively that she 
has no desire to force her flag on an unwilling people. 

Now, if we respect the flags which wave over our neighbours, 
we expect that the flag which waves over us shall also be respected. 
We have indicated that to impose our flag on the neighbouring 
republics could only lead to bloodshed, and it must be plain that 
to want to hoist another flag over us in this Colony coidd only end 
in the same thing, for we are not going to change the glorious 
flag of liberty imder which we live for any other in the world. 
The men who talk about united South Africa must face bloodshed 
in any case, and we all know what bitter f eeUngs are left after 
war, especially civil war. It would take generations to live down 
the feelings of anger, suspicion, and hatred which would arise, and 
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POLITIOAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

in the meaatime we ahould suffer grievonaly from the pervading* 
difloord. We aak yon, therefore, ia snch a nnion possible now P 
and if yon are satisfied it is not, then we ask whether any one can 
love his country who, knowing what the results must be, yet per- 
sists in trying to bring them about. But who are they who talk 
about this scheme P Are they Englishmen P No. They are men 
of other nationalities, many of whom are men who have proposed 
to themselves the abolition of the English flag, but who do not see 
whither their dream of a * United South Africa ' would lead them. 
There are a few agitators, however, who do foresee the result, but 
who, nevertheless, are most zealous in keeping up this aspiration 
for a united South Africa under her own flag, and we say delibe- 
rately that these men cannot make us believe that they want the 
British flag. They talk about forming a 'Nationality' which 
shall be ready to hand when the Union comes, and as tiiey point 
the finger of scorn at everything English, instead of trying to 
unite all dasses in the country, it is clear that they do not con- 
template that the British flag shall wave over their so-called 
Union. 

Now, if this kind of agitation is persisted in, it must lead, not 
to union» but to civil war and political dissolution, destruction of 
properly, ruin, and discord, from which it will take generations to 
recover. And we ask our fellow-Colonists to think carefully 
whether we are not right. We do not think that all the objects 
of the Afrikander Bond are evil, or that every man who belongs 
to it is an opponent of England. On the contrary, we wish it to 
be distinctly understood that, in so far as the Bond has awakened 
the people of this country to take an active interest in the legiti- 
mate concerns of the Colony, it has done good. We condemn it 
only for having branches in the neighbouring republics, and in 
so far as it has given utterance to, or fostered, the growth of anti- 
English feelings. We condemn Bondsmen also for allowing 
themselves to be dictated to by one or two. But we believe that 
the great bulk of Bondsmen are not disloyal to the British flag. 
We are not all members of the same natural family, though fate 
has formed us into one peopla English, Dutch, French, and 
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CtormaxiBy to say nothing of other Enropeon nationalities and the 
Native raoes, are highly represented in the population of thia 
Oolony. We are living at peace under the BritiBh flag ; free in 
every sense of the term. 

Oan any one be mad enoogh to suppose that any attempt to 
sabstitate for the flag imder which we live any other flag would 
not be resisted by the great proportion of us to the bitter deathP 
Where, then, would be the union P We do not think that things 
would ever come to such a pass, seeing the loyalty of the great 
bulk of the Crolonists; but still, some men have spoken of these 
things, and is it not our duty, one and all, to say to them : * We 
know you and your works ; your tools are discord and ruin, and 
your aim is to rise to the top on the waves of dissensions you seek 
to raiseP' Why shoidd we be kept in a state of unrest P Why 
should men's minds be needlessly disturbed by the dreams of a 
lew agitators P 'A little leaven leaveneth the lump,' and the 
views of these sedition-mongers are being spread so artfully that 
many men may absorb the poison unconsciously, and become 
aware of it only after the taint has entered into their very life- 
blood. We ask them, therefore, not to be beguiled by idle talk 
or elap-trap appeals to 'nationality' into risking the solid, sub- 
stantial benefits they now enjoy, and into throwing away the 
substance for the shadow. These men are always running down 
everything British in such sweeping terms that we propose to 
egamine our social and political systems, to see what evils we have 
to complain of, and to ask whether, if such a thing were possible, 
we could hope to better ourselves by uniting with the Free State 
and Transvaal, pulling down the British flag, and hoisting a 
republican flag of their own. Do not start. This w what they 
wmt, and there can be no harm in plainly facing the issue, and 
asking ourselves, if only as a problem which will never require 
piactical solution, wheUier with such a change as contemplated 
we should have any greater liberty than we enjoy now, whether 
we should have more freedom in conducting public worshqy, 
whether we should have greater safeguards against arbitrary 
imprisomnent or invasion of our properties, whether we should 
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have more control over taxes and the expenditore of public 
money, whether we should be able to express our opimons more 
freely either through the press or otherwise, whether our lands 
and possessions would be more valuable than they are now, 
whether our public credit woidd be so good as it is ; whether, in 
fact, we should be, in any respect, better off than we are now. 

We know that there is a large number of Colonists who, 
through no fault of their own, but from defective education, and 
the peculiar circumstances under which they live, have not 
favourable opportunities of forming independent judgments on 
matters of this kind, and we propose shortly to examine the 
question, if our readers will follow us. 

There are two points which we wish to make clear, vis. — 
(1) That the establishment of the English Government here was 
beneficial to all classes; and (2) that the withdrawal of that 
Government would be disastrous to every one having vested 
interests in this Colony. It may be thought that it is unnecessary 
even to assert the first proposition, and for the great bulk of the 
people it is ; but still, there are mischievous agitators who have 
persistently endeavoured to instil into the minds of our rural 
population the idea that England has exercised a pernicious 
influence here, that no good has come to the 'ware Afrikaners^ 
from her presence, and that they would have been a good deal 
better off if the English had never set foot in this Colony. And 
it may be fairly assumed, from the expressions which frequently 
fall from the lips of speakers at public meetings in the country, 
that some have absorbed, and still retain, the idea that it would 
have been a happy thing for this country if England had not 
acquired it. 

In order to establish our first proposition, therefore, we pro- 
pose to sketch rapidly the condition of the people under the Dutch 
€K)vemment. It must be understood distinctly that we do not 
contend that such misrule as existed at that time could have been 
continued to the present day, nor that anjrthing like such misrule 
would follow the withdrawal of the English Government. We 
simply state facts to show that the English acquisition of this 
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Oolonj was beneficial to all classes. Formerly the Gbvemmezit 
•of this Oolonj was in the hands of the Dutch East India Com- 
panjy whose sole object was to amass wealth for persons who 
liyed in HoUand ; and the Governors were simply their servants, 
or commercial agents with enormous powers, which they were 
directed to use to the sole end of enriching their masters speedily. 
The Oompany regarded the Colony as intended for the benefit of 
themselves, not of the people here, and instructed their Governor 
to rule by the doctrine that 'the Colonies should not be freely 
<niltivated, or industry be freely exercised therein, lest the 
Colonist should become opulent, powerful, and free/ One of 
these Governors, Yan der Stell, cherished the maxim 'that a 
ruined people is easiest ruled.' 

From the earliest period the so-called 'free burghers' were 
prohibited from purchasing from and selling to any one but the 
Company, which also fixed its own prices for everything bought 
or sold. The burghers had to deliver one-tenth of all their 
produce absolutely to the Company. They had no voice in the 
making of laws, were subject to the arbitrary will of the 
€h>vemor, and could be banished from the country, put to death, 
or otherwise punished, after a trial in which he was practically 
the only judge. There were none of the safeguards for the 
liberty of the subject which we hold so dear. Merely to sign a 
petition for the redress of a grievance was a crime which was 
punished by summary banishment from the coimtry. Men were 
not even free to dress themselves or their wives as they liked. 
The French refugees and their descendants were not allowed to 
oonduct public worship in their own language. Judge Water- 
meyer, a worthy son of the soil, says of the Colony in its early 
days : ' Despotism had taken deep root. The foundations of 
tyranny were firm. The term " Colonial Freeman " had lost all 
signification of the liberty which Freemen in Europe enjoyed. 
The heads of the Gbvemment and the original burghers biew 
that freedom here was a mockery, that burghership was a state 

of subserviency to the Company Dependent on the Gh)vem- 

ment, if in all things obedient, they might prosper in their private 
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eiiciimBtanceB. But to assert any political rights or to murmiir 
against any exactions, entailed confiscation of their all, separation 
from their f amilies, exile to the Mauritius or some other penal 
station/ What a picture of degradation this is! During the 
whole of the period of the Dutch rule here the system remained 
the same, and the tyranny and exactions of the Gtovemment 
became so unendurable that numbers of burghers moved away 
from the settlements, and, with little save their rifles and their 
Bibles, carved out for themselves homes in the wilderness, where 
they could laugh at the edicts and proclamations of partially 
irresponsible Governors, and the oppression of subordinate tyrants. 
And it is to this oppression and want of sympathy between 
Gbvemors and Government that is to be attributed the backward- 
ness of the Colony in many reepects, and the want of culture for 
which some are perhaps too ready to despise some of our Colonists 
in the remoter parts of the country. 

Nor can it be wondered at that the burghers were in a state 
of open rebellion against the Dutch Government when the English 
came here. Hear again what Judge Watermeyer says of the 
Company :'.... Their principles were Mse, and the seeds of 
corruption were early sown on their Colonial administration. For 
the last fifty years, at least, of their rule here, there is little to 
which the examiner of our records can point with satisfaction. 
The effects of this pseudo-colonisation were, that the Dutch, a 
commercial nation, destroyed commerce. The most industrious 
race of Europe, they repressed industry. One of the freest States 
in the world, they encouraged a despotic misrule, in which &lsely 
oalled free citizens were enslaved. These men in their turn 
became tyrants. Utter anarchy was the result. Some national 
feeling may have lingered, but substantially every man in the 
country, of every hue, was benefited when the incubus of the 
tyranny of the Dutch East India Company was removed.^ Our 
leaders of the present day may open their eyes and say, ' Is it 
possible our forefathers were so degradedP' We answer that it 
is the sad and sober truth, from which we may learn the practical 
lesson of contentment with our present political and sober rights ; 
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and wliile thankiTig the Fates tliat we did not live a hundred 
years ago^ reflect before we allow ourselves to be misled into- 
endangering the privileges we enjoy. 

It is dear, therefore, that whatever property was attained by 
the Oolonists under the Dutch Government was secured in spite, 
and not by the aid, of the Government. There were no roads or 
bridges, no post-offices, no magistrates in many districts, no* 
provision for education, and scarcely any ministers of religion. 

Before passing from this period, it may be interesting to state- 
what the population and the wealth of the Colony were at the end 
of the last century. According to the opgaaf lists, there were in 
the Golony (exclusive of British) : — 

Chiistians 21,746 

Slaves 26,754 

Hottentots 14,447 



Grand total ... 61,947 

There were 47,436 horses, 251,206 cattie, and 1,448,536 sheep;. 
there were 1832 'loan' &rms in the Colony, and only 107 
'gratuity' lands. The income of the year 1800 was £78,919. 
Things had to be righted and, of course, we have not arrived at 
oar present position by one stride. There can be no question that 
fifty years ago Colonists did not enjoy the same privileges as we 
enjoy. There have been many misunderstandings and much 
heartboming, though, on the whole, England's policy has been 
dictated by a sense of justice, and she has ever been willing to 
redress grievances. But we have not space in this paper to trace 
the several stages of our growth, and must confine ourselves to a 
lihort review of our condition in 1884, which will enable our 
readers to compare things past with things present. 

The population of the Colony at the 

last census in 1875 was 720,984 

Of these there were European or white 286,783 

And coloured 484,201 
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Of the wliitefi, 160,000 were of Dutdi or Ft^nch descent, and 
3>rof eased the Lutheran or Dutch Kef ormed creeds. 

When we consider that the neighbouring states were mainly 
peopled from this Colony, it must be admitted that the increase 
IB very large. And bearing in mind that the great bulk of the 
land in this Colony is owned by Dutch- speaking people, we can 
scarcely have stronger proof of the benign influence of the 
English Gbvemment in this country. 

In 1875 the following were the numbers of the classes of 
«tock mentioned: — 

Horses 206,986 

Cattle 1,111,718 

Woolled sheep 9,986,240 

Angora goats 877,988 

And the increase in the production of grain, wine, and other 
products has been very large. 

In 1883 we ^nt on police and gaols alone £279,649, or 
^bout four times as much as the revenue in 1800. 

Our revenue for 1883 was £3,299,017, about forty-seven times 
as much as it was in 1800. We spent last year on education 
£93,999, or more than the whole revenue in 1800, and besides a 
University, have schools in every town and village and in many 
parts of the outljring districts. Facilities are offered by the grant 
of public money for the establishment of schools in the more 
sparsely populated parts of the country districts. Knowledge is 
.spreading rapidly, and men whose &thers and grand&thers had 
scarcely any means of acquiring knowledge, have made them- 
selves famous as clergymen, lawyers, doctors, or have by their 
knowledge and enterprise carved out for themselves fortunes in 
commercial or fanning life. Look at men in every walk in life, 
and we find that sons of the soil are taking foremost places. 

Do Englishmen, necessarily, occupy o£Sces of power and 
distinction? The Chief Justice, a man of whom any country 
might be proud, is Colonial-bom, and so are four other Judges 
•of the Supreme Court. One of our Ministers is a bom Dutchman, 
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and it is well known that Mr. Hofmeyr was asked, but refused, to- 
be Premier. Nearly all the men at the Bar are bom Colonists. 
Dozens of young Colonists are finding their way into commercial 
and professional life, and hundreds are returning to the farms- 
where they were bom, with their faculties developed by 
education. 

Splendid churches of every denomination have been erected 
throughout the land, and men can worship God in any tongue- 
and any form they choose. We have a large number of news- 
papers printed in this Colony, and so free is this press that many 
people begin to fear that in some instances liberty is running inta 
licence. Of these papers some are published in English, some in 
Dutch, one in German, and some in Kaffir. We have good roads 
and bridges all over the Colony ; moimtains which were impossible 
barriers can now be crossed easily and safely. We have over 
1400 miles of railways, giving hundreds of farmers and others 
easy access to markets and stimtdating production. The country 
is one network of telegraph communications with Europe; we 
have splendid docks and a large shipping trade, magnificent 
steamers running weekly, and making voyages which formerly 
took three months in three weeks. 

life and property are safe, and the strong arm of the law is- 
felt where fifty years ago men contended with the lion and the 
wolf for mastery. The value of land has increased enormously, 
and titles are secured by a system of registration which is unsur- 
passed, and which is envied by many older countries. We have 
three Superior Courts, with properly qualified judges, who are 
placed above the influence of Government, and on whose inde- 
pendence and integrity implicit reliance can be placed. We have 
Circuit Courts presided over by these judges, sitting twice a year 
in almost every town and village in the country. We have 
Magistrates' Courts in every division, with police to prevent and 
detect crimes. Justice is, in &ct, brought to every man's door. 
By a recent Act, Dutch may be spoken in the Magistrates' Courts- 
No man can be convicted of any serious charge except by a jury 
of his own countrjrmen. If aggrieved by the decisions of lower 
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Courts, we have tiie right of appeal to Ugher Oourta Payment 
of leyenue is facilitated by the appointment of Giyil Oommis- 
sionerB in each diyision. In every district we have a Diyisional 
Ooimoil, elected by the people, and this Oooncil oontrds the 
ezpenditore on diyisional roads and similar matters. We have 
<rar munioipalitiee for the regulation and good government of our 
towns and villages, the Municipal Oommissioners being chos^i by 
the inhabitants. In feust, we have local seU-govemment in a very 
large measure ; that is to say, every one of us, the people, has a 
voice, if we choose to use it, in the regulation and management 
•of our own afEairs, and if we do not exercise our privileges 
properly^ we have no one to blame but ourselves. 

We have now touched upon the right to make our own local 
rules and regulations. There are, however, laws which must be 
•obeyed by the inhabitants of the Colony at large, whether tiiey 
live in one district or another. How are these made P Are they 
passed by some despotic Gh>vemm6nt, without reference to tiie 
wishes of the people? Are laws made for one class of people and 
not for anotherP Can we complain that we have no means of 
making our views or grievances known P Let us see. We have 
a Parliament chosen entirely by the people. Practically every 
man has the right to be registered as a voter, and to chose who 
shall represent him in making laws or discussing matters of 
importance to the people. No laws can be made except by that 
Parliament; no taxes can be imposed, nor can money be spent 
unless the people, through their representatives in ParUament^ 
have consented thereto. Every one has the right to petition 
freely against the imposition of any tax, of the introduction of 
jmy law which he may be opposed to. Our Acts of Parliament 
are printed and published, and before they become law are freely 
•discussed in newspapers, at public meetings, and in private 
gatherings and byeways. The light of public opinion is thrown 
upon every act of those in authority; and if their policy be 
•opposed to the will of the majority they have to make room for 
others who will more faithfully represent that majority. The 
<K)uncils of the nation are held with open doors, and everything 
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that transpires which is worth knowing is reported in the public 
papers; and thus we, the people, can at once take steps, if 
necessary, to make onr wishes known with regard to proposed 
legislation. No race distinction will prevent a loyal Colonist 
from election to Parliament ; and to show the liberal nature of 
our institutions, the debates and proceedings in the House can be 
carried on in either English or Dutch. What more can we 
wantP Could we have greater sectuity or greater freedom if 
we liyed imder a republican flagP We have the reins in our 
own hands now, and are driying the State coach — ^let us hope 
without danger of upsetting it. Can we do better than we are 
doing now ? We have seen that recent elections haye brought 
into Parliament large ntimbers of Dutch-speaking Colonists. 
Does any one say they have no right to be there? On the 
contrary, their election is only the legitimate result of the free 
institutions we enjoy, and a sign that the Dutch-speaking 
section of the community is now learning to appreciate the 
priyileges and understand the meaning of government by the 
people. They are in their rightful place ; and, although many 
of them may be new to legislative duties and general questions of 
statesmanship, we do not fear for the result. A process of 
education may be necessary, but the system is right, and we 
have faith in the people and their ability to govern themselves. 
Mistakes may be made ; but have not all people made mistakes, 
and have not all had to gain wisdom by experience? Why 
should we hope to escape the common lot? As education 
spreads, and we all grow wiser and more thoughtful, f ellow- 
Oolonists of every nationality will learn to work for the common 
good, and it will be found that the election to Parliament of 
Dutch -speaking Members side by side with Englishmen and 
others will be the truest means of dispelling suspicion, distrust, 
or race antagonism. Sitting together in council by their 
representatives, the people will find that Dutchmen have no 
separate interests from Englishmen, and prejudices will vanish 
into thin air. Far from wishing to keep the Dutch Colonists 
inactive, our advice to them is to take an intelligent interest in 
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politioal matters, to think independently, and not allow them- 
selveB or their repreeentatives to be led by the nose by wire- 
pullers. We feel sore they have too much sense to fly from th& 
good they have to ills they know not of. 

We have now touched upon the main points connected with 
our social and politioal welfare, and, though there is nothings 
original in our remarks, we trust they will not have been useless. 

Compare the condition of men who can only be convicted by a 
jury with the condition of those who could be deported to -penal 
settlements at a caprice of a Govemor. 

Compare the absolute freedom of commerce we enjoy with the 
restrictions which prevented the sale of produce to any but the 
Government 

Think of the difference between every man having a voice in 
making laws and fixing taxes and the Governor having the right 
to make laws as he liked. 

Consider the freedom of the press and the right to speak 
freely. 

Look at the mighty strides we have made imder the British 
Government, and see whether our neighbours have progressed in 
the same way. 

There can be no doubt that, if English rule ceased here, the 
weakness of the Colony and the certainty of its absorption will 
cause thousands and hundreds of thousands of pounds to be with- 
drawn which are at present invested here for the benefit of 
everybody. Mercantile credit will be stopped, and as pressure 
came to bear on the large firms here they in turn would be 
compelled to press the up-country shopkeepers supported by 
them. The first crash would be only the signal for ruin, utter 
ruin. Farmers would have no market for their produce, men of 
all classes would be thrown out of employment, and people who 
are now able to hold their heads up in honest pride would become 
paupers. What, for instance, would be the result, to farmers- 
especially, of a general calling up of bonds? The Supreme 
Court would be busy for a time, hundreds of farms would be 
brought to the hammer : the &rmers not having the money, and 
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not being able to find any one to' lend them any. Thm wodd'be 
no poiehasen, and landed pw p e r ty would fall ao in priee that, 
thoiiaanda would be ruined. 

If any iUnatration ia wanted of the evila which would f oUow^ 
we haTB but to look at the Tranavaal. After the war bnaineM 
men aimply evacuated the country, banks were dosed, and 
boflineaB came to a atandatilL It is true the goldfields have 
^Mmsed some businessy but there is stagnation everywhece, and 
faimers who fought against England are now longing for English 
money. No public works have been undertakeui and pnblio 
-eredit is so low that no one in Europe would lend the State 
£100,000. How pregnant witibi meaning this is when we 
^eansider that there are many private firms in this Colony that 
have a larger credit 

The same results would follow in this Colony : and inasmuch 
as we have made greater progress, and have more to lose, the 
•consequences would be more serious to us. Among other things, 
there would be a complete revolution in our Gbvemment and its 
departments, and all the maohmery of the law would be put oat 
of gear. 

Can a young Colony whioh has no manufactures, and does not 
«even produce wheat, butter, grain, Ac., for its own consumption^ 
which is compelled to go to England for loans to prosecute public 
works, and which has not the men or money to keep up the force 
which would be necessary to protect it from invasion, hope to 
stend alone as a free, independent^ and powerful republic P No, 
we answer emphatically, no. 

Gkmie readers may ask whether there would be any danger 
•of this country being sought after and conquered by other large 
Powere. We can only ask them to consider the evente which 
have taken place recently. The Germans are increasing faster 
than any other European people, and are being forced to find 
outlets for their redundant population. In the past thousands of 
her sons have settled in British Colonies, where they have large 
eums at stake now. A strong feeling is growing in Germany 
ihat her sons should not, on emigrating, lose their nationality; 
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and the only way to preyoiit this is to acquire oolonies, idiiiher 
dMy Mold emigrate and £cinii Oermaii ooiminimities ; and there 
is beyond doubt a powerfol eoloniaing moTement going on 
thiongboat the length and breadth of the Yaterland* That 
movement has resulted in the annexation of Angra Pequena, in 
our mimediate neighbourhood; and it is alleged that the Geimans 
are seeking a footing on the East Ooast m the direotioa of 
DelagoaBay. Are not these things significant P We think thai 
Oeimany would respeot the rights of the English in this Golony f 
but we feel sure that the withdrawal of the English Gtoyemment 
would remove all restraint, and that she would hoist her flag here- 
before any other Power had a diance of obtaining a footing. 
The Oape Oolony is different from the inland repuUios, being, in 
fset, one of the most important of the outlying positions of the- 
world, and it would never be left unoccupied by one or other of 
the great European Powers. We go further, indeed, and say that 
if England withdraws, Germany would be justified, almost bound, 
to extend the protection of her strong aim over the large numbers 
of her subjects who haye settled and have great inyested interests- 
here, which interests would be brought into jeopardy if the- 
Oolony were left to itself ; and we are sure this and other reasons 
would be disooyered by Germany for immediate protection. 

Under the German system eyery man must serve as a soldier 
lor a certain period, and we do not think such compulsory military 
service would be relished by the Oape Oolonists. 

Oompare the liberality of the Goyemment which allows Dutch 
to be spoken in Parliament and in Oourt, instead of stamping out 
the language of the Dutch, as the Dutch formerly stamped out the 
language of the French, or as the Germans are now stamping out 
the language of the Danes in Schleswig-Holstein. 

Think of the credit we enjoy, and the value which is imparted 
to all our possessions by the mere &ct that we are protected by 
the flag of England, and then let us ask ourselyes whether, 
assuming we would be able, under a republic of our own, to- 
seeure all other privileges, it would not be foUy, by parting 
company with England, to loww tibie value of eveiything, to 
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money to be withdivwn from the ooontfy, to create snob 
of oar eeonritieB as would prevent oar getting loans id 
Borope, and to paralyse trade ? We woold be too weak to resist 
foreign invasion, and, even if it never oame, the possibility of 
it woold deter capitalists from investing money bere. Let the 
refosal of capitalists in Eorope to lend the Transvaal money teaob 
OS a lesson. 

Indeed, we know onr Datob friends too weQ to think that they 
woold prefer Oennan domination, with enforced militaiy service, 
to Knglisb role. Even if they are not all fired 1^ that ardent 
attachment to England whioh perhaps can only be expected to 
animate men of English descent, they know their own interests. 
We again say we think the vast majority of Colonists do not wish 
lor change of flag, and we call upon them to discoorage the 
aqnrations of the minority after things which can never como 
aboat. England never wiQ, never can, give up this Oolony, and 
we CSoIonists never can give up England. This being the case, 
let ns forget race distinctions which are by intermarriage &st 
iMting away, and which commonity of interests should force into 
oblivion. Some Englishmen have spoken slightingly of Dutch 
people, and this has caused sorenes& Some Dutchmen profess 
oontempt and distrust of Englishmen. There is no cause for these 
things becoming general There are good and bad among aU 
peoples, and good faith and feeling should oommand our respect 
by whomsoever they are shown. Bat if a Dutchman or an 
Englishman finds dishonour or discourtesy shown in occasional 
instances, do not let him put down the whole race of English* 
men or Dutchmen as dishonourable or discourteous. Patient and 
good-tempered examination of &ots will dispel a good many of 
oar fancies. The whole burden of our tale is that we do not 
believe our condition is to be bettered by political nostrums* 
What we want is rest, concord, and dose attention to the callings 
by which we earn onr livelihood. Talk about flags and nation- 
alitieB will not bring the farmer more grain, wine, wool, ostrich 
leathers^ the mines more diamonds, or the merchant more profit. 
We know weQ that if the farmer prospers, the merchants and 
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otiher daaaes flouriah, jnat as we know that if ik» trading ^slaan^ 
fluffer, the fanner must be injured. The sorest way to benefit th^ 
whole body politic is lor eaoh member of the oommonwealtb t^ 
spend all his energies in the work by which he livee^ and tnk 
endeayonr legitimately to promote his own interests by indnstiy 
and enterprise. 

Our sons and dangbters are learning together at the same 
sohools, worshipping together, playing cricket, football, and tennis 
together, intermarrying, and mixing witibi each other in every 
phase of Colonial life. Are not onr very chnrcbes used to accom- 
modate both Dutcb and English congregations, who worship the 
same Ood in the same manner? This is the true way to be 
nnited, and it will be owing to influences such as these that we 
shall be able, when the time comes, as come it will, to say. Now 
we are indeed brothers. We can hasten or delay that true union. 
Will not Colonists prefer to hasten it P 

Let us, the inhabitants of the Cape Colony, be swift to 
recognise that we are one people cast together under a gloiiooi 
flag of liberiy , with heads dear enough to appreciate tibie freedom 
we enjoy and hearts resolute to maintain our true privileges ; let 
us desist from reproaching and insulting one another, and, re- 
joicing that we have this goodly land as a common heritage^ 
remember that by united action only can we realise its grand 
possibilities. We belong — both of us — to a home-loving stock, 
and the peace and prosperity of every home in tibie land is at 
stake. On our action now depends the question whether we shaU 
live in their memory as promoters of civil strife, with all its 
nuserable consequences, or as joint architects of a happy, proa- 
porous, and united State. Each of us looks back to a noble pasfe^ 
United, we may ensure to our descendants a not unworthy future. 
I>isnnited, we can hope for nothing but stagnation, misery, and 
rain. Is this a light thing P 
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IF I am deeply aenaible of the honour conferred upon me 
by being elected Ohairman of the National Union, I am 
profoimdly impressed with the responsibilities attached to the 
position. The issues to be faced in this country are so mo- 
mentous in character that it has been decided tha^ prior to the 
holding of a public meeting, a review of the condition of aftdra 
ahould be placed in your hands, in order that you may consider 
matters quietly in your homes. It has also been dedded that 
it w31 be wise to postpone the meeting which was to have 
taken place on the 27th December until the 6th day of January 
next 

On that day you will have made up your minds on the various 
points submitted to you, and we will ask you for direction as to 
our future course of action. It is almost unnecessary to recount 
an the steps which have been taken by the National Union, and 
I shall, therefore, confine myselE to a very short review of what 
has been dona 

Thb Thrbb Planks. 

The constitution of the National Union is very simpla The 
three objects which we set before ourselves are : (1) The mainten- 
ance of the independence of the Republic ; (2) tibie securing of 
equal rights ; and (3) the redress of grievances. This brief but 
comprehensive programme has never been lost sight of, and I 
think we may challenge contradiction fearlessly when we assert 
th«^ we have constitutionally, respectfully, and steadily prose- 
ented our purpose. Last year, you will remember, a respectful 
petition, praying for the franchise, signed by 13,000 man, waa 
leceived witibi contemptuouB laughter and jeers in the Yolksraad. 
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This year the ITnioiiy apart from smaller matten, endeayoored ti^ 
do three things. 

Thb Raad Elbction. 

First, we were told that a progressive spirit was abroad, that 
twelve out of twenty-four members of the first Yolksraad had to 
be ^eeted, and we might reasonably hope for reform by the type 
of broad-minded men who would be elected. It was therefore 
resolved that we should do everything in our power to assist in 
the election of the best men who were put up by the oonstita- 
encies, and everything that the law permitted us to do in this 
direction was done. 

DisAPPounxp HoPBS. 

The result has been only too disappointing, as the record of 
the debates and the division list in the Yolksraad prove. We 
were, moreover, told that public speeches in Johannesburg pre- 
vented the progressive members from getting a majority of the 
Baad to listen to our requests, that angry passions were inflamed^ 
and that if we would only hold our tongues reform would be 
brought about We therefore resolved in all loyalty to abstain 
from inflaming angry passions^ although we never admitted we 
had by act or speech given reason for legislators to refuse justice 
to aU. Hence our silence for a long time. 

Thb Railway Concbssion Next. 
We used all our influenoe to get the Yolksraad to take over 
the railway concession ; but, alas I the President declared, with 
tears in his voice, that the independence of the country was 
wrapped up in this question, and a submissive Raad swept the 
petitions from the table. 

Thb Franguisb PBrmoN. 
Our great effort^ however, was the petition for the franchise, 
with the moderate terms of which you are well acquainted. Thia 
petition was signed by more than 88,000 persons. What waa 
the result P We were called unfaithful for not natuiaUsing 
ourselves when naturalisation means only that we should give up 
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our origiiiBl oitiaeDahip and get nothing in return, and become 
nbjeot to disabilitiefl. Members had tbe calm aasoranoe to state, 
without any grounds whateyer, that the signatures were forgeries; 
and, worst of all, one member in an inflammatory speech challenged 
«B openly to figbt for our rights, and his sentiment seemed to 
meet with considerable approyaL This is the disappointing result 
of our honest endeayours to bring about a fusion between the 
people of this State, and the true union and equality which alone 
can be tihe basis of prosperity and peace. Tou all know that aa 
the law stands now, we are yirtually excluded for ever from 
getting the franchise, and by a malignant ingenuity our children 
bom here are depriyed of the rights of eitizenship unless their 
fiithers take an oath of allegiance, which brings them nothing but 
disabilities. 

Thb Bittbr Crt of THB UrrLAMDSR. 
We are the vast majority in this State. We own more than 
half the land, and, taken in the aggregate, we own at least nine- 
tenths of the property in this country; yet, in all matters 
affecting our lives, our liberties, and our properties, we have 
absolutely no voice. Dealing now first with the Legislature, we 
find taxation is imposed upon us without any representation 
whatever ; that taxation is wholly inequitable, (a) because a much 
greater amount is levied from the people than is required for the 
needs of the Gbvemment ; (b) because it is either class taxation 
pure and simple, or by the selection of the subjects, though 
nominally universal, it is made to fall upon our shoulders ; and 
{e) because the necessaries of life are unduly burdened. 

Abusb op Public ExPBNDrruBB. 
Expenditure is not controlled 1^ any public official indepen- 
dent of the Gbvemment. Yast sums are squandered, while the 
Secret Service Fund is a dark mystery to every one. But, essential 
as the power to control taxation and expenditure is to a free 
peqde, there are other matters of the gravest importance whiok 
are equally predous. The Legislature in this oountry is the 
siqpreme power, apparently uncontrolled by any fixed Constitution. 
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The ohanoe will of a majority in a Legidatuie deoted hy 000- 
dkird of tho peopio is capable of dominating ni in every relatioii 
of life; and when we remember that thoae who hold power bdong 
to a different race, speak a different language, and have different 
pmrBuits from ouieelYee, that they regard na with mupioion and 
even hostility, that, as a rule, tiliey are not ednoated men, and 
that their passions are pli^ed upon by nnsorapolous adYentnren^ 
it must be admitted that we are in yery grave danger. 

Tbibutb to thb Modbratbs. 

I think it is but just to bear tribute to the patriotioendeaToan 
of a small band of enlightened men in the Yolksraad, who have 
earnestly condemned the policy of the Gbvemment, and warned 
them of its danger. To Mr. Jeppe, Mr. Lucas Meyer, the De 
Jagers, Mr. Loveday, and a few others in the First Bead, leaving 
out tibie Second Bead, we owe our best thanks, for they have 
fought our battles and oonfirmed the justice of our cause. But 
when we look to the debates of the last few years, what do we 
findP All through a spirit of hostility, all through an endeavour 
not to meet the just wants of the people, not to remove grievancea^ 
not to establish the claim to our loyalty by just treatment and 
equal laws, but to repress the publication of the truth, however 
much it might be required in the public interest, to prevent us 
from holding public meetings, to interfere with the Courts, and 
to keep us in awe by force. 

Ths Powbbs ov thb Exbcutivb. 

There is now threatened a danger even greater than those 
which have preceded it. The Government is seeking to get 
through the Legislature an Act which will vest in the Executive 
the power to decide whether men have been guilty of sedition^ 
and to deport them and confiscate their goods, llie Yolksraad 
has by resolution affirmed this principle, and has instmoted the 
Oovemment to bring up a Bill accordingly next session. To-day 
this power rests justly with the Oourts of Law; andl can only say 
ihat^ if this Bill beoomes law, the power of the Exeeutive Goven* 
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wtmb of this ooontfy would be as abidlate as the power of the 
Onr of Sossia. We shall have said good-bye finally to the last 
yrineiple of liberty. 

Prbsidbmt EauoBR Indictbd. 

Coming to the Executiye OoTemment, we find that there is 
no tme responsibility to the peoploi none of the great departments 
of State are eontroUed by Ministerial officers in the proper sense. 
Hie President's will is virtually sapreme, and he, with his unique 
inflnenoe oyer the legislators of the House, State-aided by an 
aUe, if hostile, State Seoretary, has been the author of every Act 
directed against the liberties of the people. It is well that this 
should be recognised. It is well that President Kruger should 
be known for what he is, and that once for all the false pedestal 
on which he has stood so long should be destroyed. I challenge 
contradiction when I state that no important Act has found a 
place on the statute-book during the last ten years without the 
seal of President Eruger's will upon it — ^nay, he is the father of 
every such Act. Bemember that all legislation is initiated by 
the Government, and, moreover, President Kruger has expressly 
supported every Act by which we and our children have been 
deprived by progressive steps of the right to acquire the franchise^ 
by which taxation has been imposed upon us almost exclusively, 
and by which the right and the liberty of the press and the right 
of public meetings have been attacked. 

ThB JvDQVB AKD THB LiBBBTV OP THB SUBJBCT. 

Now we come to the judicial system. The High Oourt of this 
oountry has, in the absence of representation, been the sole 
guardian of our liberties. Although it has, on the whole, done 
its work aUy, afhirs are in a very unsatisfactory position. The 
Judges have been underpaid, their salaries have never been 
secure, the most undignified treatment has been meted out to 
them, and the status and independence of the Bench have on 
more than one occasion been attacked. A deliberate attempt was 
made two years ago by President Kruger and his Government 
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to reduce ihe Benoh to a position suBoxdinate to the Ezecati¥# 
Chmnoil, and only reooitly we had in the Witf ontein matter ib» 
last of the cases in which the Legialatare interfered with vesta^ 
rights of action. The administration of justice by minor officials^ 
by native commissioners, and by field -comets, has produced, 
and is producing, the gravest unrest in the country ; and, lastiy. 



Thb Gbbat Bulwark op Libbbtt, 

the right to trial by jurymen who are our peers, is denied to us. 
Only the burgher, or naturalised burgher, is entitied to be a jury- 
man ; or, in other words, any one of us is liable to be tried upon 
the gravest charge possible by jurymen who are in no sense our 
peers, who belong to a different race, who regard us with a 
greater or less degree of hostility, and whose passions, if inflamed 
might prompt them, as weak human creatures, to inflict the 
gravest injustice, even to deprive men of their lives. Supposing, 
in the present tense condition of political feeling, any one of ua 
were tried before a Boer jury on any charge having a political 
flavour about it, should we be tried by our peers, and should we 
have a chance of receiving even-handed justice? 

Thb Sbcbbt Sbbvicb Fund. 

When we come to the administration, we find there is tihe 
grossest extravagance, that Secret Service moneys are squandered, 
that votes are exceeded, that the public credit is pledged, as it was 
pledged in the case of the Netherlands Railway Company, and 
later still in the case of the Selati railway, in a manner which is 
wholly inconsistent with the best interests of the people. 

Sqxjandbbino thb Public Bbvbnub. 

The Delagoa Bay festivities are an instance of a reddesa 
disregard of a parliamentary vote ; £20,000 was voted for these 
useless festivities; about £60,000 was really expended, and I 
believe certain favoured gentiemen hailing from Holland derived 
the principal benefit. It is said that £400,000 of our money has 
been transferred for some extraordinary purpose to Holland. 
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fieoeady, £17,000 is said to haye been teat oat of the oountry 
with Dr. Ley da for Secret Service purposes, and the pubUo audit 
seems a farce. When the Progressive members endeavoured to 
get an explanation about large sums of money, they were silenced 
by a vote. of the majority prompted by President Kruger. The 
administration of the public service is in a scandalous condition. 

A OORBUFT LbGISLATUBB. 

Bribery and coiruption are rampant. We have had members 
of the- Baad accepting presents of imported spiders and watches' 
wludesale from liie men who were applying for concessions, and 
we have the singular fact that in every instance the recipient of 
the gift voted for the concession. We have the President openly 
stating that such acceptance of presents was wholly moral. We 
have a condition of affairs in which the time of the meeting of 
the Yolksraad is looked upon as the period of the gravest danger 
to our interests, and it is an open secret that a dass of man has 
qsnmg up who is in constant attendance upon the members of the 
Yolksraad, and whose special business appears to be * influencing' 
of members one way or the other. It is openly stated that 
enormous sums of money have been spent, some to produce ille- 
gitimate results, some to guard against fresh attacks upon vested 
lights. The Legislature passed an Act solemnly denouncing cor* 
mptkm in the public service. One man, not an official, was 
punished under the law, but nothing has ever been done siaoe 
to eradicate the evil. 

And a Taimtbd Civu* Sbevice. 

I think thousands of you are satisfied of the venality of many 
of our public servants. I wish to guard against the assumption 
that all public servants are corrupt. Thank God, there are many 
who are able and honourable men, and it must be gall and worm- 
wood to these men to find the whole tone of the service destroyed, 
and to have themselves made liaUe to be included under one 
general denunciation. But there can be no health in an ad« 
miniBtratian, and the. public morals must be sapped also, when 
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8odi things as the Smit case and flie reoent Stienians case go» 
nnnotioed and tinpiiniahed. 

Two Olabino Oasbs. 

I think it right to state openly what those oases are. N. J» 
8mit is the son of a member of the GoTemment. He absented 
bimself for months without leaye. He was meantime charged in 
the newspapers with embeszlement. He returned, was fined £26 
for being absent without leaTOi and was reinstated in office. Ho 
is now the Mining Commissioner of Slerksdorp. He has been, 
charged in at least two newspapers— one of them a Dutch news- 
paper, Land en Volk, published within a stone's throw of th» 
Gkyremment offico— with being an 'unpunished thief/ and yet 
the Government haye taken no notice of it^ nor has he thought fit 
to bring an action to dear himafllf In the Stiemans case two* 
officials in the Mining Department admitted in the witness-box 
that they had agreed to further the application of a relatiTe for the 
grant of a piece of land at Johannesburg <m condition that they 
were each to receive one-quarter of the proceeds. A third official, 
the Landdrost of Pretoria, admitted that he had received £800 for 
his 'influence' in furthering the application; yet no notice has. 
been taken by the Government of their scandalous conduct^ and 
sad to say judges who heard the case did not think it their duty 
to comment strongly upon the matter. I have in my possession 
now a notarial deed which proves that the Railway Oommissfamer, 
the Landdrost, and the Commandant at Pretoria, are members of 
a qrndicate whose avowed object is, or was, to wrest from the 
companies their right to the bmoaarplaaUm. This shows what 
is going on, and what is the measure of safety to titie to property. 
Those who should guard our rights are our worst enemies. In a 
law introduced by the presoit Government, the Government^ 
instead of tiie Courts, are the final judges in cases of disputed 
elections. No Election Committees are allowed. This openttea 
against candidates opposed to the Government^ because the 
Government has virtually a vast standing army of oommittee- 
men, henchmen, officials being allowed openly to take part in 
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■waying eleotiaiiBi and the Govenunent being in a position, b;^ 
ike diatribiition of oontraots, appointments, porobase of conces- 
sions, ibe eqienditare of Secret Senrioe money, and otberwiae, to 
bring into existence and maintain a large number of snpportera 
wbo act as canvassers always on tbe rigbt side in times of 

Nativb Affaibs. 
Tbe administration of natiye affidrs is a gross scandal, and a 
source of immense loss and danger to tbe community. Native 
Commissioners bave been permitted to practise extortion, injustice^ 
and eraelty upon tbe natives under tbeir jurisdiction. Tbe 
Government bave allowed petty tribes to be goaded into rebellion. 
We bave bad to pay tbe cost of tbe ' wars,' wbile tbe wretobed 
victims of tbeir poUcy bave bad tbeir tribes broken up, sources of 
native labour bave been destroyed, and large numbers of prisoners 
bave been kept in gaol for sometbing like eigbteen months witbout 
trial. It was stated in tbe newspapers tbat, out of sixty-tbree 
imprisoned, tbirty-one bad died in tbat period, wbile die rest 
I langnisbing to death for want of vegetable food. We have 
bad revelations of repulsive cruelty on tbe part of tbe field- 
oemets. We all remember the Bachmann case, and the April 
ease, in which the judges found field-comets guilty of brutal 
oonduot to unfortunate natives ; but tbe worst features about these 
cases is tbat tbe Government has set the seal of its approval upon 
tbe acts of these officials by paying the costs of the actions out of 
public funds, and tbe President of tbe State a few days ago made 
the astounding statement in regard to tbe April case that, not- 
withstanding the judgment of the High Court, the Government 
thought that Prinsloo was right in bis action, and therefore paid 
the costs. The Government is enforcing the plakkenwei, which 
forbids tbe locating of more than five families on one farm. Tbe 
field-coniets in various districts bave recently broken up homes of 
large numbers of natives settled on ' Uitlanders'' lands, just at the 
time when they bad sown their crops to provide tbe next winter'a 
food. The i^yplioation of this law is most uneven, as large numbera 
of natives are left on the farms of the Boers. Quite recently a 

81 



FOLITIOAL SITUATION IN 80TTTH AFBIOA. 

irell-known dtisen brought into the oonntry, at great ezpenae, 
iMnne hnndreds of families, provided them with land, helped them 
to start life, stipulating only that he should be able to draw from 
amongst them labour at a &ir wage to develop his propertiesi 
Scarcely had they been settled whe^ the field-comet came down 
and scattered the people, distributing them among Boer hams. 
The sources of the native labour supply have been seriously 
interfered with at the borders by Gk)vemment measures, and 
difSculties have been placed in the way of transport of natives by 
Tailway to the mines. These things are aU a drain upon us as a 
State, and many of them are a burning disgrace to us as a people. 

Thb Educatiok Scandal. 
The great public that subscribes the bulk of the revenue is 
virtually denied all benefit of State aid in education. There haa 
been a deliberate attempt to HoUanderise the Republic, and to kill 
the English language. Thousands of children are growing up in 
this land in ignorance, unfitted to ran the race of life, and there is 
the possibility that a large number of them will develop into 
criminals. We have had to tax ourselves privately to guard 
against these dangers, and the iniquity of denying education to 
the children of men who are paying taxes is so manifest that I 
pass on with mingled feelings of anger and disgust. 

Railways. 
This important branch of the public service is entirely in Hie 
hands of a corporation domiciled in Holland. This corporation 
holds a concession— of course, under which not only was there no 
4idequate control over expenditure in construction, but it is entitied 
to charge, and is charging us, outrageous tariffs. How out- 
rageous these are will be seen from the admission made by Mr. 
Middleberg, that the short section of ten miles between Boksburg 
«nd Krugersdorp is paying more than the interest on the cost of 
the construction of the whole line of railway to Delagoa Bay. To 
4idd these to its general revenue, of which 10 per cent, is set 
4unde as a sinking fund, and then to take for itself 16 per cent of 
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file balanoe, fhe Oompany reports annually to the Baad from 
Amusterdam in a language wliioli is practically foreign to it, and 
tuikes up its accounts in guelders, a coinage whicli our legislators, 
I venture to say, know nothing of — and this is independence! 
We are liable as guarantors for die whole of the debt. Lines have 
been built entirely on our credit, and yet we have no say and no 
control over these important pubUo works beyond the show of 
eontrol which is supposed to be exercised by the present Bailway 
Oommisaoner. The Company, in conjunction with the Executive 
Gbvemment, is in a position to control our destinies to an 
enormous extent, to influence our relations internally and ex- 
ternally, to bring about such friction with the neighbouring States 
as to set the whole of South Africa in tumult. Petitions have 
been presented to the Baad, but the President has constantiy 
brushed these aside witii the well-worn argument that the inde- 
pendence of the State is inyolved in the matter. It is involved in 
fhe matter, as all who remember the recent Drifts question will 
admit. I have been told that it is dangerous for the country to 
take over the railway, because it would afford such an immense 
field for corruption. Surely this is the strongest condemnation of 
the Gbvemment by its friends, for, if it is not fit to run a railway, 
how can it be fit to manage a whole State ? The powers control- 
ling this railway are flooding the public service with Hollanders 
to the exclusion of our own people, and I may here say that in 
the most important departments of the State we are being con- 
trolled by the gentiemen from the Low Country. While the 
innocent Boer hugs to himself the delusion that he is preserving 
his independence, they control us politically through Dr. Leyds, 
financially through the Netherlands Bailway, educationally 
through Dr. Mansvelt, and in the Department of Justice through 
Dr. Coster. 

CtJflrroM AND Trade. 

The policy of the Government in regard to taxation may be 
practically described as protection without production. The most 
monstrous hardships result to consumers, and merchants can 
soaroely say from day to day where they are. Twice now has the 
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GoTemment entered into oompetition with traders who haye paid 
iheir lioenseB and rents and who keep staflBs. Beoently grain 
became soarce. The Government were petitioned to suspend the 
dntiesy which are cmelly high, in order to assist the mining 
industry to feed its labourers. The Gbvemment refused this 
request on the plea that it was not in a position to suspend duties 
without the permission of the Yolksraad, and yet within a lew 
days we find that the Gbvemment has granted a oonoession to 
one of its friends to import grain free of duty, and to sell it in 
competition with the merchants who have to pay duties. I do not 
attempt to deal with this important question adequately, but give 
this example to show how the Gtovemment regards the rights of 
traders. 

Monopolies. 

It has been the steady policy of the Government to grant 
concessions. No sooner does any commodity become absolutely 
essential to the community than some harpy endeavours to get a 
concession for its supply. There is scarcely a commodity or a 
right which has not been made the subject of an application for 
the grant of a concession. We all r^nember the bread and jam 
concession, the water concession, the electric lighting concession, 
and many others, but I need only point to the dynamite concession 
to show how these monopolies tend to paralyse our industries. 
There may be some of you who have not yet heard, and some who 
have forgotten, the facts connected with this outrage upon public 
rights. 

Story of the Dynamite Ooncbssion. 

Some years ago Mr. Lippert got a concession for the sole right 
to manufacture and sell dynamite and all other explosives. He 
was to manufacture the dynamite in this country. For years he 
imported dynamite under tiie name of Guhr Impregne duty free. 
He never manufactured dynamite in the country, and upon public 
exposure the Government was compelled to cancel the concession, 
the President himself denouncing the action of the concessionaire 
as fraudulent. For a time we breathed freely, thinking we were 
rid of this incubus, but within a few months the Gtovemment 
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granted Tirtually to the same people another oonoeBsion, under 
which Ihej are now taking from the pookets of the pablio 
£600,000 per annum, and this ia a charge which will go on 
growing should the mining indiutrj survive the persistent 
attempts to strangle it. How a body charged with the public 
interests could be parties to this scandalous fleecing of the public 
passes comprehension. Then the cuxious feature about the matter 
is that the Government gets some petty fraction of this vast sum, 
and the concessionaires have on this plea obtained enormous 
advances of public moneys from the Government without security 
to carry on their trade. Shortly, the concessionaires are entitled 
to chaige 90«. per case for dynamite, while it could be bought if 
there were no concession for about 30«. per case. It may be 
stated incidentally that Mr. Wolmarans, a member of the Govem- 
ment» has been for years challenged to deny that he is enjoying 
a ro^ty of 2b. on every case of dynamite sold, and that he has 
up to tiie present moment neglected to take up the challenge. 
Proper municipal government is denied to us, and we all know 
how much this means in regard to health, comfort, and the value 
of property. The statute-books are disfigured with enactments 
imposing religious disabilities, and the English language — ^the 
language spoken by the great bulk of the people— is d^ied all 
official recognition. The natural result of the eziBting condition 
of things is that the true owners of the mines are those who have 
invested no capital in them — ^the GK>vemment| the railway con- 
cessionaires, the dynamite concessionaires, and others. The 
oountry is rich, and under proper government could be developed 
marvellously, but it cannot stand the drain of the present 
exactions. We have lived largely upon foreign capital, md the 
total amounts of the dividends available for shareholders in 
ccmipanies is ridiculously small as compared with the aggregate 
amount of capital invested in mining ventures. Some day the 
inevitable result upon our credit and upon trade will be forced 
upon us. 
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Hatbxd op thb Saxon. 

There is no disgnuing the fact that the original policy of the 
Govemmont is baaed upon intense hostility to ^e English- 
speaking population, and that even against the enfranchised 
burgher of this State there is the determination to retain all 
power in the hands of those wbo are enjoying the sweets of office 
noW| and naturally the grateful crowd of relations and friends and 
henehmflii avdentiy sapport the existing rigime; but there are 
mmiifltakable signs, and the President fears that the policy which 
be has hitherto adopted will not be sufficient to keep in check the 
growing population. It seems the set pnrpose of the Ooyermnent 
to rep r e s s the growth of the industry, to tax it at every turn, to 
prevent the worUng classes from settling here and maldng their 
homes and surrounding themsdves with their families, and there 
is no mistaking the sigmficanoe of the action of the President 
when he opposed the throwing open of the town lands of Pretoria 
on the ground that * he might have a second Johannesburg there,' 
nor that of his speech upon the motion for the employment of 
diamond drills to prospect Gh>vemm6nt lands, which he opposed 
hotty, on the ground that ' there is too much gold here already/ 

Thb Policy op Fobob. 

We have now openly the policy of force revealed to us. 
JB250,000 is to be spent npon the completing of a fort at Pretoria, 
£100,009 is to be spent npon a fort to terrorise the inhabitants of 
Johannesburg, large orders are soit to Erupp's for big guns. 
Maxims have been erderedy and we are even told that German 
officers are coming out to drill the burghers. Are these things 
necessary, or are they calculated to irritate the feeling to breaking 
point P What necessity is there for forts in peaceful inland 
towns P Why should the Government endeavour to keep us in 
subjection to unjust laws by the power of the sword, instead of 
making themselves live in the heart of the people by a broad 
policy of justice P What can be said of a policy which de- 
liberately divides the two great sections of the peoi^e from each 
other instead of uniting them under equal laws, or the pdicy 

86 



THB MANIFB8I0 OF 1895. 

whibh keeps ue in eiernal turmoil with the neighbonring States f 
What shall be said of the stateoraft, every act of which bows 
f eraumtfl^ diaoonteiity or race-hatred, and revealB a conception of 
Tepahlioaniam tinder which the only privilege of the majority of 
tibie people is to provide the revenue, and to bear insult, while 
only those are considered Bepublicans who epeeik a certain 
language, and in greater or less degree share the prejudices of 
the ruling classes. 

A SnKRiNG Pbbobatiok. 

I think this policy can never succeed, unless men are abso- 
lutely bereft of every quality which made their forefathers free 
men ; unless we have &Uen so low jlihat we are prepared to forget 
honour, self-respect, and our duty to our children. Once more, I 
wish to state again in unmistakable language what has been so 
frequently stated in perfect sincerity before, that we desire an 
independent republic which shall be a true republic, in which 
every man who is prepared to take the oath of allegiance to the 
JState shaU have equal rights, in which our children shall be 
brought up side by side as united members of a strong Common- 
wealth ; that we are animated by no race-hatred, that we desire 
io deprive no man, be his nationality what it may, of any right 

Thx Chambbb of THB Union. 
We have only two questions to consider: (a) What do we 
v^ant P (b) How shall we get it P I have stated plainly what our 
grievances are, and I shall answer with equal directness the 
question, ' What do we want P * We want : (1) the establish- 
ment of this Bepublio as a true BepubUc ; (2) a Grondwet or 
Constitution which shall be framed by competent persons selected 
by representatives of the whole people and framed on lines laid 
-down by them — a Constitution which shall be safeguarded against 
hasty alteration ; (8) an equitable franchise law and fair repre- 
sentation; (4) equality of the Dutch and English languages; 
(6) re^xmsibility to the Legislature of the heads of the great 
^departments ; (6) removal of religious disabilities; (7) inde- 
pendence of the Courts of Justice, with adequate and secured 
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vemimeratioa of tbe judges; (8) liberal end oomprehensiTe 
educatitm; (9) efficient cml senricey with adequate proYisLon 
lor pay and pennon ; (10) free trade in Soath African products. 
That is what we want There now remains the question which is- 
to be put before you at the meeting of Januaiy 6th, tim.^ How 
shall we get it P To this question I shall es^iect from you anr 
answer in plain terms aooording to your deliberate judgment. 

Chas. Lbonabd, 
Chairman Tranmmd National Union^ 

Deumber 26tk,lS»6. 
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^T^HE stirring events wliich Iiave occurred in South Afrioft« 
^ and the fact that those events are indissolubly bound up 
with the liberties and sentinient of a very large number qf British 
subjects, with the material interests of thousands of shareholders 
in Europe, and possibly — nay, probably— with much greater 
destinies, cause me to think that a short statement of facts may 
help towards the formation of a just public opinion and a solution 
cl some of the existing difficulties. It may be well for me to 
sAate who I am. Bom in South Africa, I settled in the South 
African Republic nearly eight years ago, and in 1892 I helped to 
form the political association called 'The Transvaal National 
Union,' of which I have been the Chairman for a considerable 
time. I was sent by my associates from Johannesburg to Cvpe 
Town a few dajns before the Jameson incident occurred, and was, 
therefore, prevented from taking any part in the events which 
happened at that time. I am precluded, in view of the impending 
trials in London and Pretoria, from discussing those events ; but 
as one who, from the first, has been a leader in the struggle for 
liberty, I conceive it to be my duty to make public the brpad facts 
connected with the struggle, as I find there is still a great deal of 
misconception prevailing in regard to the situation. The Jameson 
Baid is an incident which does not affect the rights or the wrongs 
of the Uitlanders, although it has to some extent become 
connected with them: 1 shaU, therefore, consider the political 
aitoation as it existed before Jameson crossed the frontier, with a 
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▼iew to deteimining who is responflible for tha friction between 
the Govenmient and the peqple. 

I find that a good many people think that the Uitlanden ha^e 
not mnoh to complain of, and that the moTement in Johannesburg- 
was caused by a few nnsorupnlons financiers for purely selfish ends. 
If this view were permitted to prevail, not only would it affect the 
liberties of large numbers of Englishmen, Americans, and even 
Oermans, who have striyen for simple right, but it might 
influence the destinies of South Africa for all time; while it 
would certainly enable the enemies of England's children to 
triumph in the future still more than they have done in the past.. 
The fact is that for years the struggle for the simple right to vote 
has been carried on by the general body of Uitlanders, and their 
bitterest cry was that the great capitalists ' sat on the rail ' and 
refused to help them. Only in '95 did those capitalists join the 
movement. Yet it is now stated that they 'created a situation ** 
lor their own ends I As matter of &ct, they threw in their lot in 
'95 because they were at last satisfied that ^eir material interests 
were in the gravest danger, and that there was no hope of 
averting the further results of nusgovemment unless combined 
action were taken. If the capitalists only took an active part in 
politics in '95, and if they then ' created the situation,' how comes 
it that in '92, at a meeting attended by thousands of enthusiastic 
and eager citisens, the 'National Union' was formed by a 
unanimous vote (the big capitalists not being present)? Its 
objects were : — (a) * The maintenance of the independence of the 
BepubUc' ; and (b) ' To obtain, by all constitutional means, equal 
rights for all dtisens of this Republic and the redress of aU 
grievances.' I had the honour to move the first resolution at the 
meeting of citisens referred to, in the following terms : — 

' That regard being had to the great influx of population into 
this State, the magnitude of their interests, the &ct that 
the greater portion of the public revenue is contributed 
by them, while they have no voice in the legislation of 
the country, that many grievances and abuses call for 
redress, and that there is reason to fear that exclusion 
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irom political rights may develop into a aooroe of weakness 
and danger to the State, it is desirable to form a Fnion 
to obtain political rights and the redress of grievances/ 
It was resolved : — 

' That this meeting of the National Union regards the great 
nnmber of persons who have taken up their abode in this 
Bepablio, and who c<mtribate mainly to its sapport, as 
entitled to participate in the Oovemment, and considers 
that the right of voting for members of the Legidatore 
and the office of President should be extended to all 
male white citiaens of full age, who have resided for two 
years in the State, and who ocoapy or own property, 
freehold or leasehold, to the value of £100, or who are 
earning a salary of £100 per annum.' 
It followed as a matter of course, under the law, that those who 
^la^miyl the rights of dtiiens must take the oath of allegiance and 
accept the oUigations of aitiienship, including military service. 

The men who formed that Union were sincere and earnest in 

their endeavonrs to secure true equality, to strengthen the 

Government, to establish confidence and goodwill among all 

sections of the community, and to guard against the dangers 

which have threatened, and still threaten, the Republic. But, 

from the first, the Union was bitterly opposed by Mr. Kruger 

and the groups of foreign conoessi<maires who surround him, 

its eveiy act and word were distorted, and the most unworthy 

soqncioins were sown in the minds of the simple burghers, who 

are brave, hardy, illiterate, and comparatively uneducated men, 

mmimtL±MfA by a passionate love for independence, and — being 

prone to fear the loss of it^-only too ready to believe those who 

are their greatest enemies. It is a striking fact that those who 

value liberty so much should permit the denial of it to others. 

The Union pubUahed in Dutch and circulated amongst the 
burghers a pamphlet setting out its objects and dealing, in 
moderate language, with the causes which led to its formation. 
Mr. Kruger answered by a manifesto so violent and abusive that 
the Union, desiring mocUration, did not deem it wise to translate 
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it to the Engliah-speakmg poUio. Then Mr. Kroger solicited 
an interview with the leaders of the Union. I was present^ and 
from that day became, and haye remained, oonTinoed that he ia 
animated by intense hostility to the Uitlanders and a determina^ 
tion at aU hassards to exdlude them from a share in the goyem- 
ment of the country. During the diacussion it was pointed out 
to him that, if he gave us the vote, the old burghers would still 
retain a majority in the Legislature^ as we Uitlanders were aU 
congregated in two or three districts, and, consequently, we should 
only be able to elect (say) six members out of twenty-four ; but he 
was obdurate. He said too that, if we could vote, we would also 
elect our own President^ the election beiog determined by the 
majority of votes cast in the whole country. In reply we offered, 
if he would give us the vote for the Ohamber, to leave the right to 
elect the President in the hands of the Old Burghers for die 
present, trusting to time to prove our fitness for citisenship in 
the fullest sense. In vaant Before that interview ended--«a 
interview which I then described as historio — he said to us in 
anger, * Go back, and tell your people I will never give them 
anything. I shall never change my policy; and now 1st the 
storm burst ! ' That he told the truth in anger is manifest from 
the character of the Acts which he has caused to be placed on the 
statute-book. 

Let me say here that the Union's proceedings were always 
public; that all its resolutions were promptly forwarded to the 
Qovemment; that never at any time did it do anything 
unconstitutionaL After its formation it steadily pursned the 
constitutional course : it endeavoured to influence Boer thonghft 
by moderate pamphlets ; it lield meetings to illustrate the justice 
of its claims and the danger of denying them ; and it presented 
petition after petition, couched in respectful, moderate language^ 
to the Yolksraad praying for an amelioration of the lot of tiie 
Uitiandars. It never was violent or disrespectfuL Some seven 
or eight men in the Bead, of higher patriotism and broader views 
than the others, supported the plea for reforms, but the majority, 
led always by Kruger, resisted dhangea in our favour, and, as I 
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ihall show in detail^ passed law after law to make our position 
wone instead of better. 

In '94 a petition to the Volksraad, edgned by thirteen thon- 
tmd men, was receiyed with 'contemptuous laughter and 
jeers.' In '95 a petition signed by thirty-eight thousand men^ 
praying that they might ' under reasonable conditions be admitted 
to the full rights of dtusens/ was rejected by a majority — 
imq^ired by Mr. Kruger. A few Liberal members supported 
the prayer^ and spoke^ in solemn warning, of the dangers of 
refosaL Other members opposed with violenoe, one (Mr. Otto) 
■ayingwe should haye to fight to get our rights. It must be 
added that for years we haye been deluded by President Eruger 
with fair words and promises of reforms which were neyer 
fulfilled. For instance, in '92 he sent us a written message 
promising to introduce a measure which would proyide for the 
admission of ' trustworthy persons ' to the rights of citizenship. 
The fulfilment of that promise came in '93, when he introduced^ 
flid induced the Baad to pass, a law the yirtual effect of which 
was to exclude us all from ciyic rights for eyer! He had 
admitted that there were some 'trustworthy persons:' yet by 
ilia own act he depriyed them of the rights he had acknowledged 
to be theirs — a manifest injustice and a breach of faith combined. 
I may add that on more than one occasion Mr. EIruger had spoken 
in public of the XJitlanders as if they were a community of thieyes 
and murderers. 

I haye dealt at length with the history of the moyement in 
order to show that it proceeded from the great body of the people; 
and that it was conducted with eminent moderation. How widely 
the grieyanees were felt may be inferred from the readiness of 
thousands of men, with eyerything to lose and nothing — saye 
liberty and justice — ^to gain, to take up arms, and from the fact 
that those who assumed the responsibilities of leaders of the 
Beform Moyement represented all classes of society. I am not a 
eapitalisty but a plain man, nurtured in the traditions of English 
liberty, who haye made considerable sacrifices for what I belieye 
to be the ri^t. But I haye yet to leam that capitalists are not 
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entitled to agitate for the rights which the poorest man in 
England enjoys, and I am only concerned to show that there 
wasy to use Mr. Balfour's word, 'nothing mean, or sordid, or 
personal' in the motives which animated the ITitlanders and 
those leaders who for years had ungradgingly given their time 
and labour to the work of achieving liberfy. We have a just 
cause, and it is our duty — ^whatever mistakes may have been 
made — ^to prevent the real issues from being obscured, and to see 
that justice is done all round, lest the very gravest consequences 
ensue. 

Let me now turn to the conditions under which we Uitlandera 
have to live. In '81 England, though smarting under military 
disaster, gave back the Transvaal to the Boers, in terms of a 
Oonvention. At that time the Constitution conferred the right 
to acquire full citizenship after two years' residenca The 
Convention did not guard against the Republic's altering the 
* 8t(Uu8 jtio as it was present to the minds of Her Majesty's 
advisers when they negotiated' it. To Mr. Chamberlain we 
are indebted for raising the point as to the validity of that 
change. Indeed, the nation which treated the Boers thus 
generously could scarce have foreseen that they would so use 
the powers given to them as, within a few short years^ to 
reduce her sons to the position of helots. 

The Convention stipulated for the right of strangers to enter 
and reside in the country ; and it must be assumed that this 
was intended to carry with it the right to acquire civic equality 
on the basis of the Constitution as it then existed. Nominally 
carrying out tiie Convention, the Republic failed to observe the 
epirit of good feeling and good faith which had, so far as 
England was concerned, brought it into existence. It made^ 
indeed, the sorriest return for 'magnanimity.' In '82 the period 
of residence before acquiring the francldse was increased to five 
years. After the retrocession, the fortunes of the country were 
for some time at so low an ebb that at one time the Government 
was compelled to raise five thousand pounds from a private 
individual, on mortgage of State lands, at twelve per cent. 
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interest, to pay its oivil servants. Then oame disooveries of 
gold, by which a large population was moved to settle the 
country, and to inyest millions sterling in the development of 
its resources. This development conld neyer have been done 
by the Boers, who had not the money, nor the enterprise, nor the 
Imowledge for the work. But, then, for the Uitlander, the 
Transvaal would have been where it was prior to the gold 
disooyeries. Again, the new settlers made their homes and 
inyested their money on the basis of the Oonstitution as it 
existed when they came in: 1.0., that they could become 
burghers after fiye years' residence. Before, however, that 
time elapsed, the Legislature increased the period of residence 
from five years to fifteen. In '90 a Second Chamber was created ; 
and it was provided that XTitlanders could elect members to this 
Ohamber after a two years' residence, and inight themselyes be 
eligible for election after four years. This Second Ghamber bears 
no analogy to ' Second ' Ghambers in other countries : it has no 
powers in relation to taxation, or any other of the vital functions 
of government; it does not consider the subjects dealt with by 
the First Yolksraad; and, having no veto or voice on those 
aabjects, it is absolutely powerless to control such legislation by 
the First Yolksraad as affects the lives, liberties, and properties 
of the people whom it affects to represent. It has been very 
useful to its inventors, for the fact that it exists has made the 
outer world believe that the Uitlander is represented. But its 
true character and the object of its creation are now so well 
understood in Africa that it is laughed at as a snare and a 
delusion. All real power, including the power to levy taxes^ 
is reserved to the First Chamber; and from this Chamber the 
Uitlander is virtually excluded for ever, as I shall show. 

Concurrently with the granting of this mockery, Mr. Kruger 
induced the Raad to enact a law providing that the right to vote 
for the First Chamber might be acquired by Uitlanders after ten 
years, and that Uitlanders should become digible for election to 
the First Yolksraad after fifte^ years. It must be remarked 
that the probationary period /only begins to run from the date on 
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^liiioh XJiflanden register their names in the Field-Gomets* Lists* 
In other words, if a man had been in the country (say) ten year^ 
he could not claim the right to yote unless his name had been for 
ten years on the Lists ; so that he must ' serve * for ten years 
longer, or do without. The law provides that every one coming 
to reside in the country shall, within fourteen days, enrol his 
name on the Field-Comets' books, and, failing this, be liable to a 
fine of thirty shillings. The average man knows nothing about 
this, and the Government has never enforced the law. The Field- 
Oomet of Johannesburg sees thousands of men round him for 
years whose names are not on his Lists, yet he says never a 
word, and some day they find that» as they have not been enrolled, 
their years of residence count for nothing. The policy is obvious. 
If after ten years' residence a man comes to claim his vote, the 
Government wiU shrug its shoulders and send him away, with the 
temark that he has failed to comply with the very law which it 
has carefully abstained from enforcing. The net result is — 
e&elusion from citisenship. The word 'Naturalisation,' in the 
Transvaal law, does not mean that the person 'naturalised' 
becomes a citizen : it only means that he has renounced his old 
allegiance, is liable for military service, and has obtained the right 
to vote for a sham Chamber. 

The worst change in the original status quo occurred in '98. 
During the Session of that year President Eruger got the Baad 
to pass a law providing that a man could only get the right to 
vote for and become a member of the First Chamber ten years 
after he had become eligible for election to the Second Chamber. 
Now, as the law stipulates that no one can be a member of the 
Second Chamber until he is thirty years of age, it follows that 
no man could get these rights until he has reached the age of 
forty, even if he got over the other barriers that have been 
erected. To get the right to sit in the Second Chamber, he must 
have taken the oath of allegiance, and this would mean that 
during twelve years, before he could possibly become a member 
of the First Chamber, he would be debarred irom. the enjoyment 
of full citizens' rights in any State. He would, in short, get only 
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the riglit to sit in a sham Ohamber and be liable to military 
service. But, even if he chose to climb this ladder to freedom, 
he would find at the end that he could not vote for the offices of 
President and Commandant-General. Oan any one doubt thiat 
this means virtually exclusion — an affectation of giving that 
which is really denied ? 

At this time there was some hope that the coming election, of 
twelve new members, would result in the return of men who 
might reverse Mr. Kruger's policy. To guard against this Mr, 
Eruger got the Yolksraad to insert the following clause in the 
Act of 1893: — 'Extension of the electoral right cannot occur 
unless a proposal to that effect has been published in the Stoats 
Ccnrant for the period of one year, and at least two-thirds of the 
said enfranchised burghers have by memorials declared themselves 
in favour of it/ Enfranchised burghers are those alone who 
acquired the right of citixenship before '90, or their ofbpring I 
Now, all legislation is, as matter of fact, initiated by the Govern- 
ment — ^the introduction of private bills being unknown; and it 
follows that the Government, under this clause, again laid hands 
<m what is virtually the right of preventing any change in a 
liberal direction. Moreover, it is impossible to suppose that, even 
if other difficulties could be got over, the consent of two-thirds 
of the burghers could ever be obtained. The manifest intention 
of the Baad was to shut its doors for ever.* At last President 
Eruger was safe, you would have thought? Not so! In '94 
he spoke in favour of the Baad's enacting that Uitlander children, 
bom on Transvaal soil, should not enjoy the franchise unless their 
fathers had taken the oath of allegiance ; and, accordingly, this 
wish of his became law. 

My readers wiU probably be astonished to leam that all this 
legislation was passed by a Yolksraad numbering twenty-four 
members. It therefore follows that thirteen men may control 
the destinies of a country which is as large as France, and in 

* The Goyemment was, however, caiefol to reserve to itsdf tiie power to 
admit to full dtiaenship any person whom it might deem desirsMe to admit— a 
pofwcr wliich luui been used, I believe, but never in fovour of the Uitlander dass. 
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whieh two-thirds of the population have no moioe ! I need soaroe 
denote the dangers reenlting from the smallnees in number of the 
men to be influenced in regard to any meaBure before the Honae. 
It ia worthy of mention^ however, that in '96 the Baad paaaod a 
reaolntion in favour of increasing the number of its members (t(^ 
be elected by the Boers, of course) ; and that Mr. Emger had the 
assurance, after the prorogation speech, to incorporate in a fare- 
weD discourse an ahnost tearful appeal to members w^ to push 
the resolution — not to increase the voting strength of the Baad : 
which shows the value which he sets upon a small and pliable 
Legislature. 

The whole scheme, which is ingenious and complex, amounta 
te this : — ^The XJitlander must take an oath of allegiance two 
years after being registered in the Field-Comets' lists, if he ia 
ever to k)ok for citizens' rights ; it is virtually impossible for him 
eter to get those rights ; from the time of taking the oath he 
becomes liable to military service ; and if he declines this one* 
sided bargain, his children are denied their birth-right. This 
meana that the Boers, and their descendants, shall constitute a 
privileged caste for all time, enjoying all political power, and 
controlling the destinies of those who have made their country 
for them^ and are superior to them in numbers, wealth, culture, 
and enterprise. Contrast with this the liberal institutions of the 
Citpe Colony. A Transvaal burgher could go to that Colony, 
and, by meiely applying to be made a British citizen, publishing 
his intention in the QazeUe^ taking the oath of allegiance, and 
paying a small fee of office — a few shillings— he could be 
admitted to all the privileges of citizenship. Contrast it, too, 
with the law of the Dutch Orange Free State, where a sttanger 
can get full citizenship after two years' residence. 

Now, I have no hesitation in saying that for all theee^ and 
some other Acts against liberty. President EIruger is primarily 
responsible. His will has been supreme ever since his assumption 
of office ; without his approval none of these measures could ever 
have become law ; and it is essential that this be steadily borne in 
mind. The idea has been carefully diffused that Mr. Emger ia a 
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Kberal-minded statesman^ who ib always being prerented from. 
OBirying ref onns by a reactionary Legislature. I challenge him^ 
as I dballenge his supporters, to produce the record of one single 
vtteranoe of his against these measures. When, too, it is 
iwiembered — apart from other proo& — ^that all legislation ia 
initiated by the Goyemment of which he has been both head and 
body, it is impossible for the public to discharge him of his grave 
and indubitable responsibility. No : to Mr. £ruger's policy, and 
to the administration and operation of the laws for which he is 
Mponsible, must be attributed, without hesitation, the exas* 
peration and the abiding sense of wrong which have so moved a 
oommimity of peaceful citizens ; and only by a complete reversal 
ol that policy can permanent peace and prosperity be assured. 

Let us now turn to the consideration — ^necessarily brief — of 
the relative conditions of Boer and Uitlander. The official hand- 
book issued by the Transvaal Government puts the Boer male 
population (which includes boys of sixteen) at twenty-five 
thousand. The male Uitlander population may, I think, be 
isirly put at fifty thousand. There is no census to guide us ; but 
we have the f^t, that in '96 a petition for the franchise was 
signed by thirty-two thousand five hundred residents in the 
Witwatersrand (Johannesburg) district alone. It is fair to 
assume that considerable numbers did not sign it — owing to 
absence, want of opportunity, and the like. If, then, we add 
these to the Uitlanders in the other gold-bearing districts — 
Barberton, Lydenburg, Elerksdorp, Potchefstroom, &o. — ^the total 
may fairly be taken at fifty thousand Uitlanders against twenty- 
five thousand burghers. All the burghers are fanners, living on 
isolated steadings, hating cities and city ways, able to read and 
write, but not much more, and reading only newspapers, which to 
a large extent have persisted in misleading them, and in fomenting 
iMO-hatred for selfish ends. (There is one noble exception, Land 
m Vdh: it has done splendid work in the cause of just adminis- 
tration.) They are not gifted with the energy and the habits of 
work bom of older societies, where competition has been keen ; 
they have had the run of admirable markets for their produce ;. 
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they enjoy a practical immunity from taxation ; they love their 
independence ardently, and are ready to defend it with their 
lives ; they are kindly-natured people, trusting utterly where they 
have learned to trust ; but they are slow of speech and thought^ 
and they are suspicious of strangers. Their dominant fear is for 
their independence; and it is by playing on this fear that 
President Eruger has kept himself in , power. And now, by the 
irony of &te, he is able to point to consequences which, but for 
his policy, would never have occurred, and to justify to the Boer, 
who does not analyse, that policy by those consequences ! It is a 
strange juggle, but it is a juggle after his own heart 

The Boers own about half the farms in the Transvaal, having 
sold the other half to Uitlanders. The Uitlanders own half the 
land, then, with all the mines and machinery, and the bulk of the 
town properties. Also, they carry on all the trades, except the 
agricultural and pastoral industries, which are in the hands of 
the Boers. It is computed that they and those whom they repre- 
sent in Europe own nine-tenths of the aggregate value of property 
in the State. The Boer levies all the taxes ; the Uitlander pays 
nearly all the taxes. The Boer knows very little from books, and. 
what he has gained by experience of business relates only to 
stock-breeding and agriculture. Tet he legislates by Divine 
Bight on all the intricate questions raised by a complex modem 
civilisation, which has come upon him almost as suddenly as if it 
had dropped from the moon. In this legislation he is assisted by 
advisers from Europe whose methods and whose ideas of liberty 
are distinctly Continental ; yet he wonders that men do not think 
the effect satisfactory, and calmly suggests that dissatisfied people 
— i.e., the whole Uitlander population — ^should leave the country 
in which they have been induced to invest their fortunes. He 
invites strangers to settle and invest under promise of political 
partnership after a definite time; and then, when they have 
struck root in the soil, and cannot get away without ruin, he 
refuses the partnership! What are the results? It seems 
ridiculous, in the nineteenth century, to have to state to free 
people the proposition that taxation and representation go 
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together. But it will be well, I think, to state the Uitlander 
grieyanoes : — 

(let) Taxation in Exeesa of the Needs of Oavernment — ^Prior to 
the last financial year Goyemment had a surplus of one million 
staling. The financial year now drawing to a close will, it is 
believed, produce a reyenue of over three millions and a surplus of 
about one million sterling. The total surplus, therefore, will be 
two millions sterling. What this accumidation means to the 
Transyaal Goyemment is only to be guessed at ; but men say it 
18 for purposes connected with the Delagoa Bay Railway, and 
with territorial aggrandisement, at the same time that (it is 
alleged) there is at this moment £460,000 (all Uitlander money) 
in Europe to be used for secret ends, as to which, whatever their 
nature, the Uitlander has no say. 

(2nd) Claas Taxation. — One instance is the Stamp Receipt 
Law. Only the commercial man (1.0., the Uitlander) is compelled 
to stamp a receipt — the Boer escapes. Another is the recent tax 
of twenty pounds a year on farms held by companies, syndicates, 
or partnerships. The Boer holds his land as an individual — and 
escapes. 

(3rd) Unneeeesary Taxation on the Necessaries of Life by Means 
of Import Dues. — The articles selected for heavy taxation are those 
which the Uitlander must use, and which either are not produced 
or are insufficiently produced in the Transvaal. Flour pays 
78. 6d. per one himdred poimds ; mealies, 6s. a bag ; bacon, ham, 
and butter. Is. a poimd; eggs, 6d. a dozen; and so on. These 
taxes, and the absence of State-aided education in the English 
language, make it hard for workmen to keep families in the 
Transvaal. Many of the married men leave their families in 
England; while single men stay single. In this way men are 
compelled to accept conditions undesirable from every point of 
view ; morality and the State suffer ; and the Government is able 
to describe the workers as belonging to a floating population, not 
entitled to civic rights. Do you see the relation of cause and 
effect^ and the use that is made of the effect P Assuredly no want 
of revenue can be alleged in justification of this taxation of food- 
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staffs. A working man, with sevea childreiiy told me a akoit 
time ago that his break&st on the previous Sunday consisted of 
two pounds of ham and some bread, butter, and tea, and that the 
import dues on it amounted to 28. 9d. He added, that he ' waa 
d— — d if he would stand it:' a sentiment which should have 
many echoes in this land of the Free Breakfast Table. 

The Uitlander further complains of reckless expenditure and 
no efficient control over public moneys. A large Secret Servioe 
Fund is a conspicuous feature in the cost of the admimstratiov. 
Again, the system of concessions and monopolies has operated to 
the great prejudice of the country. The railways are held by a 
foreign company (it is domiciled in Amsterdam) under a conoea- 
SLon, and are made the means of the greatest extortion. It has 
been admitted by the Oompan/s manager that a short coal line--- 
forty miles in length — is paying more than enough to cover the 
interest on the whole system of several hundred miles. This 
concession vests in a foreign company the power to influence 
Uitlander affidrs, both internal and external, to an incalculable 
extent. The recent * Drifts ' question illustrated the spirit which 
animates both the Government and the Company. The diversioa 
of trade to Delagoa Bay, the crippling of British colonies, the 
fostering of foreign commerce — ^these ends are kept steadily in 
view. To compass them, the gold-mining industry is made to 
pay extortionate rates for the carriage of coal : — in order that the 
Netherlands Company may carry goods over the Delsgoa Baj 
section of the line at rates which will destroy all chance of Oape 
and Natal competition, and yet enable it to pay. For it ia 
beyond a doubt that, if the Cape Colony were unable to pay the 
interest on its lines, and were hampered by hostile tarifb on its 
produce, it would speedily be reduced to what even Mr. Kruger 
might deem a ' reasonable ' frame of mind. 

A Dynamite Concession, held by a German group, is costing 
the mining industry £600,000 per annum ; and the impost will 
increase with the increased use of the materiaL 

It has been calculated that the amount exacted from the 
Uitlanders under three heads, viz., unnecessary taxation, railway 

54 



THE OASB FOB THE UTTLAKDEBS. 

TftteBy and dynamite, is equal to 6$. per ton on the ore miilad 
•on the Band. There are millionB of tons of ore which could be 
worked at a profit on this margin which cannot be worked now ; 
jmdy where oompanieB are working, it ia clear that this sum conld 
be added to dividends. Moreovery the opening out of new miiMs 
would necessarily mean the support and the employment of a 
largely increased population: a consummation devoutly to be 
Avoided, lest the Uitlander should grow too strong ! 

There are many concessions besides. We only just escaped 
<me on cyanide — a most important requisite — a monopoly on 
which was lost fay one vote. 

The Silati Bailway examples how completely our interests are 
At the mercy of our rulers. A young country, having boundless 
resources, grants a group of foreigners the concessi<m to build. 
The Legislature assents to the country's being made guarantor 
lor the capital to be nused for building purposes, with interest 
thereon, and entrusts the Government with the power to fix tibe 
terms. The Govermnent consents to a scheme by which the 
promoters have only to account for £70 for every £100 obligation 
issued, and may take for ^emsdves everything subscribed in 
•excess of £70. They take the Government credit to the Conti- 
nent, issue at £77, and pocket £7 on every £100 obligation. 
The sums nm to seven figures, and the countiy is made liable lor 
£100 against only £70 received I One member of the Baad gels 
•a large interest in this concession, and about this time distributes 
•carriages to other members — an act the President stoutly defends 
4» moraL The money should have been raised at something near 
par by the State, and the railway should have been built by and 
controlled for the people. Yet this is the way some Oontinental 
"^ interests ' are created in the TransvaaL 

Johannesburg has been steadily refused those nranioipal 
powers which are indispensable to the preservation of health 
4md order. Indeed, the sole 'reforms' which Mr. Emger has, 
up to the present, shown any intention of carrying are embodied 
in a draft Act for the government of the city, which is mooe 
unacceptable than the existing law, together with a I^ress Lair 
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framed on German lines. The liberty of the Piees and the right 
of public meeting haye been placed on a yery nnaoimd footing by 
President Kroger. He has described the Uitlander claim to the- 
franchise as * preposterous,' and his henchman. Dr. Leyds, speak- 
ing at Amsterdam in February^ '96, confirmed my yiew of the- 
Ptesidenfs policy. 'We (i.^., the Transyaal Goyemment) will 
not (he said) forbid foreigners from coming into the country to- 
make money, but we will not permit inteirention in the goyem- 
ment of the country.' Being interpreted, this means that the 
Uitlander may go on deyeloping the country and enriching the 
Ooyemment and the burghers, but that he shall neyer haye a 
yote. 

Only Boers, or those who haye taken the oath of allegiance^ 
can be jurors. Now, as I haye shown, the Goyemment has made 
it unprofitable and impossible for Uitlanders to take the oath ; so- 
that, by an effect of reaction, they are depriyed of the priyilege 
of being tried by their * peers.' In '94 an attempt was made to- 
reduce the High Court to a position subordinate to the Goyem- 
ment; and there haye since been seyeral cases of attempted 
interference by the Legislature with the jurisdiction of the 
Court. 

Education by means of English has yirtually been denied to* 
those who proyide the Bepublic with nearly all its reyenue, and 
Johannesburg has had to lay itself under yoluntary contribution 
to establish its own Department of Education. 

Police protection is quite insufficient. Glaring crimes haye 
commonly gone undetected and unpunished. Only burghers or 
naturalised people may be pdicanen, and they know little of the 
wiles of deyer criminals. The latest deyelopment is the forma- 
tion of a Gterman corps of police, a small standing army for 
the repression of Englishmen and the protection of German 
concessionaires. 

There haye been many gross cases of dishonesty in the public 
service — some notorious, and allowed to go unpunished — ^which 
could not haye occurred under an honest Goyemment; while the 
bribery of officials has been frequent. 
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Lag&y, there liaye been constant plots by certain groups of 
men against the seooiity of titles; and officials have been 
associated in schemes to secure to predatory individuals property 
rightly belonging to XTitlanders or to the State. 

Official recognition is denied to English in the Oourts — ^whioh 
greatly increases the cost of procedure— -in the Public Offices, and 
in the Bailway Service. This, though two-thirds of the people 
speak Eng^dsh only, and the great bulk of the business done 
relates to English people. 

An attempt was made in '94 to compel Englishmen to render 
miUtaiy service^ in the absence of civic rights; and five men 
were imprisoned for declining on principle to serve. The 
XTitlanders very properly said: 'Give us equality in right as 
well as in obligation.' 

The President's policy has been gradually to exdude the 
XTitlanders from all chance of taking part in the Government,, 
to curtail freedom of speech, and to destroy the liberty of the 
Press. The pursuit of it has necessarily led him on to adopt the 
policy of force ; and it can scarce be wondered at that Englishmen 
dedine to accept the prospect of being dragooned into submission 
to the grossest injustice. Nor is it at all astonishing that in the 
end veiled threats of alliance with Germany, an open preference 
to Gtorman trade, the importation of German guns, the proposed 
building of forts, exasperated a set of men who had always been 
obedient to the law, and who asked for nothing but justice and 
good government. Indeed it was time. Before the Policy of 
Force was fully revealed, there had come the menace of a piece 
of legislation in keeping with the whole tyranny. The Volkatem, 
a newspaper subsidised by a group of Amsterdam financiers and 
politicians, proposed to invest the Government with powers to 
dedare a man guilty of sedition and to banish him the country, 
without trial by the Courts. This proposal found favour, and 
legislation on these lines was to be attempted next Session. 

The new draft Press Law, published as one of President 
Smger's 'reforms' after the recent troubles, clearly illustrates 
the spirit of his Gbvemment Its main features are these: — 
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(•) All artioles of a politioal or penonal nature mntt be 
signed by the writer; 

(6) The Ptaddent (with the adviee of the BiecuiiYe) cnay at 
any time prohibiti entirely or temporarily, tiie dJawnii- 
nation of foreign pnblieatianfl which are, m Mb iOfiinam, 
oontraiy to good morals or dangerous to peaoe and 
order; 

(e) Any one who is guilty through the Press of a 'libel, 
slander, [public violation of decency, or instigates to m 
punishable offenoe, shall be punished with a fine not 
exceeding two hundred and fifty pounds^ or wiA 
imprisonment not exceeding one year/ 

{d) *2%i8 law does not ^pply to pubUoatiotu made am Maf^ or 
iy order of^ or with eoneewt qf the Qovemmeni! 

In respect of the last extraordinary provision, it is fair to add that 
it is notorious that the Oovemment subsidises journals, and the 
State Secretary once defended this course by the startling 
statement that 'As soon as journals wrote in favour of the 
Government t^ey became unpopular, and therefore it was just to 
compensate them/ Under Mr. Eruger's Act such journals might 
publish anything about anybody, and incur no responsibility ; but 
the independent journal would not dare to expose an abuse, as it 
would be debarred from pleading the truth and the public good. 
Now, in '81 the Constitution guaranteed the liberty of the Press. 
Here is another change in the statue quo — another infringement 
of the rights of Englishmen, as secured under treaty. 

I append a schedule showing what the Uitlanders protested 
against at a meeting held in '94. I am prepared, when required, 
to amplify and prove what I have here set down in outline. I 
think it will be apparent from what has been said: — 

(a) That the troubles in Johannesburg were not created fcf 
capitalists in '96 for speculative purposes, bat pr eoobdet 
from a deep-seated and a widespread sense of wrong and 
danger, to which the great body of inhabitants 
keenly alive as far back as '92; 
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(b) That t^B iense of wrong is well founded, regaid being 
had to the laws which hare been paseed, and are in 
contemplation^ to interfere with the elementary rights 
of aitiflenship — ^the right to repreeentation, a free Prees, 
free speech, and fair educaticm; 

(e) That the administration has been hostilei inefficient^ and 
unjust, while there has been great corruptness ; 

(d) That the fiscal policy of the Government is inconsisteaft 

with public rights^ while its general policy is fraught 
with danger not only to Englishmen, but to the peace 
of South Africa; 

(e) That President Kruger is prunarily and mainly respoar 

sible for this condition of affairs; 

.(/) That foreign interests, as (qiposed to English interests, 
and foreign connections, as opposed to English connec- 
tions, are being unduly fostered, and are used to 
strengthen Mr. Eruger in his policy of hostility to 
England; 

(g) Thaty apart from mere policy, the burden placed on the 
Uitlanders' shoulders by means of monopolies and con- 
cessions is most serious, and is very detrimental to the 
interests of those who have invested their capital in the 
Transvaal; 

(h) That nothing but the francluse and radical reform can be 
satisfactory ; 

(i) That the rights of Englishmen have of set purpose been 
destroyed by legislative acts in breach of the Oonvention 
which gave back the country to the Boers ; 

(/) That there is no sign of any intenticm on Mr. Kruger's 
part to grant reforms. 

Are there not substantial reasons to justify the Uitlanden in 
ndsing their voices? If not^ we have worked in vain, and 
liberty is naught. In brief, the position is this : the Been are 
4inediiMted and suspicious; they dislike taxation, and love aa 
«nletterod life ; they have had a struggle with Englishmen, and 
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fear the loss of Independenoe. Presideiit Kniger knows their 
weaknesses, and plays on them, with a yiew to keeping himself 
in power and to injure Englishmen and England. To assist him 
in his policy he grants ooncessions to f oreigners, and creates 
'interests' for foreigners, with the object of playing off their 
Goyemments against England in the erent of interference on the 
part of England. (The Boers would hate German rule as they 
would English— or worse ; and in pursuing his policy Mr. Eruger 
may give the German a dangerous footing.) Englishmen reepeot 
the Boer, and haye no desire to interfere with his flag ; but they 
resent the hostility of the Boer Gbyemment and Yolksraad ; a^ 
but fair play and protection for their liberties and properties ; 
and are angered at the &ct of foreigners assisting President 
Eruger to coerce them. The Boers fear the loss of Independence, 
and ground their refusal of political equality on this fear. Assure 
them against this, and they can no longer, honestly or reasonably, 
persist in this refusal. 

Nothing short of admission to full dyic rights can be satis^ 
factory. Inequality in a Republic is inconsistent with Bepubli- 
canism. Artificial diyision of the people into two classes is what 
we haye always striyen against. Such diyision must result, sooner 
or later, in disaster. Nothing but the power to take part in the 
administration of the Transyaal will oyer content the English 
Uitlander. He feels — as he has good reason to feel — ^that there ia 
no safety in mere economic reforms or concessions ; that promises 
and understandings coming into existence to-day will be eyaded 
to-morrow; and that there will neyer be security until he ia 
represented. 

England, by her recent action, has assumed the obligation to 
see that the Uitlanders' grieyances are remoyed, and the Uit- 
landers look with confidence to Mr. Chamberlain to discharge 
that obligation. Apart from the special trust undertaken, it is. 
dear that England has the right to protect her citizens. If 
Gtormany asserts the right to preyent a change in the staiua quo 
as it existed when she concluded a treaty of commerce with the 
Transyaal, how much stronger a right is England's to insist on 
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the restoration of the OonBtitation to the terms of '81, when she 
stipiilated that her citizens should have the right of settlement I 
She certainly has the right, as she certainly lies under the 
obligation, to put an end to conditions which may at any moment 
plunge South Africa in a racial war. How great the danger of 
this is may be indicated by the resolution of the Orange Free 
State Legislature to assist the Transvaal with military force, 
whether to resist invasion or to suppress disturbance. If &e Uit- 
landers should be driven to make another struggle for liberty — 
as they certainly will in the absence of radical reforms — ^there can 
be no doubt the march of Free State troops against them would be 
the signal for the English-speaking people in Natal and Cape 
Colony to rush to their aid. They would say (very naturally) 
that if the Free State Dutchmen have the right to help the Trans- 
vaal Dutchmen because they are of common race, they also, being 
Gape Colony and Natal Englishmen, have the right to help 
Transvaal English — ^more especially in view of the fact that they 
are oppressed. 

It is dear that the Transvaal Question must be considered in 
relation to the whole of South Africa. The steady consolidation 
of Dutch interests, and the undoubted support of those interests 
by foreigners as against Englishmen, constitute a grave menace 
to peace. We have tried, in vain, by conciliation and moderate 
conduct, to alter Mr. Elruger's policy. We have ftdled ; and we 
are powerless. Aind unless the Paramount Power insists on 
righting the wrong, the position of the Transvaal Englishmen 
will become intolerable. Already I have heard that many are 
resolved to leave. Nothing would better please the Boers and 
their foreign allies. But there are thousands who cannot leave 
without being ruined, and who cannot remain except as political 
serfs. The honour of England is involved in the fate of these her 
children ; and I refuse to believe that an appeal to that honour 
can be made in vain. 

Shelving the question, or merely plastering the sores, can only 
lead to the direst consequences. There should be no reason why 
Boers and Britons should not pull together in the Transvaal, as 
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ihiej do in Oape Ooloiiy. The Britiflh eamestily desire to do so; 
all ihey want» beodee, is to be relieved from injustiee and to aroid' 
the shedding of blood. Is it not possible that a way oat may bo 
ttmad? The Boer's chief fear is for his independence. Remove 
that fear and he may be willing to enter into new and hspfiet 
anangements. If he still refuse^ then he is unreasonable. May 
I vcottore to suggest the negotiation of a new treaty^ the main 
headB of which should be these P — 

(1) The recognition of Great Britain as the Paramount Power 
in South Africa. 

(5) The guarantee to the South African Republic of territorial 

integrity y and complete autonomy in internal affairs ; 

(8) The inclusion of Swaziland in the Republic ; 

(4) The granting of dtisens' rights to all foreigners upon a 
reasonable — and lor a specified time unalterable — basis, 
fair representation being secured by redistribution; 

(6) The placing of the ESgh Court in an unassailable position' 

of independence ; 

(6) Liberty of the Press ; the right of public meeting for all 

lawfid purposes ; education ; and reasonable ooncessiona 
to the English language ; 

(7) The removal of religious disabilities. 

H the State would take over the railways, as it has the right to 
do, secure free trade in all South African products, and adjust 
railway matters on a reasonable basis, the election of the President 
might be left in the hands of the present electorate, for a period 
to be agreed upon, as a compromise. Perfect equality in trade 
should be secured to all nations. This should satisfy foreigners 
that there is no desire to place them at a disadvantage ; and it 
seems to me that a fair consideration of the facts should convince 
them all, as it has already convinced the French, that reform 
would be to the highest interest of them all. 

As a South African bom, I earnestly hope that a solution, 
wise and just to all, may be found, and that a grave may be dug 
for all old animosities. 
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POSITION OF THE UITLANDERS IN 

THE TRANSVAAL, WITH HISTORY 

OF THE FRANCHISE. 

TT 18 advisable to pre&oe the following statement with regard 
-^ to the position of the Uitlanders in the Transvaal by a state- 
ment indicating what has been the lustory of the Franchise in 
that coimtiy. Briefly it has been as follows : — 

1. Originally every white man who settled in that country 
was entitiled to the vote at once. 

2. Soon afterwards a law was passed providing that all persons 
who were not bom in South Africa should pay a som of 
£26 before being entitled to vote. 

3. In 1874 it was enacted that strangers settling in the 
country who were not possessed of real property in the 
country should only obtain the vote after a residence of one 
year. If , however, in the meantime they acquired landed 
property, the franchise was granted to them at once. 

4. In 1882, the law was again changed, and it was enacted 
that, in order to become naturalised and acquire full 
citizenship, the new-comer should have resided in the 
countiy for a period of five years, and should have been 
registered on the Field-Comet's List for that period, and 
should pay a sum of £25. 

5. In 1890 a new departure was made. A law was passed in 
that year providing for the creation of a Second Chamber, 
called the Second Yolksraad, to the powers and constitution 
of which further reference will be made hereafter. 

It was enacted that aliens could acquire the right to vote for 
Members of the Second Chamber after having been registered 
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upon the Field-Comet's List, and haying resided in the oountiy 
for a period of two years. They had to renounce their allegiance 
to their own country, to take the oath of allegiance to the Trans- 
vaal, and to pay the som of £5 for the priyilege. After having been 
eligible to vote for the Second Chamber for a period of two years, tiiie 
new-fledged voter (or naturalised person as he is called in the Trans- 
vaal) became eligible as a candidate for a seat in such Chamber. 

It was further provided, in the same year, that no person who 
had been so naturalised could vote for a Member of, or become 
eligible for a seat in, the First Yolksraad imtil the lapse of a 
period of ten years after he had become eligible for the Second 
Chamber. No one could be a Member of the Second Chamber 
until he was thirty years of age, and it will thus be seen that 
under no circumstances could a man get the right to vote for the 
First Chamber until he was at least forty, and during the interval 
that had elapsed from the period of his naturalisation he would be 
in the position of having renounced his allegiance to the country 
of his origin, and having rendered himsfllf liable to all the 
burdens of a citizen, including military service, and that in the 
meantime he would be deprived of the exercise of the most im- 
portant rights of citizenship. But even then no one was of right 
entitled to the franchise. He could only get citizenship after 
fourteen years' residence, and compliance with the above pro- 
visions, if ih€ Mrst Volksraad parsed a resolution admitting him, and 
in pursuance of regulatione which have never been framed. In 1893 
there was legislation again, but an Act of 1894 consolidates and 
adds to the law. 

6. In 1894, the Government, without complying with the 
provisions of the Constitution requiring three months' 
public notice of any proposed new law, induced the Yolks- 
raad to consent to a further enactment providing that the 
children of aliens bom in the Transvaal should not acquire 
the rights of citizenship save under the circumstances 
above set forth, unless their &thers had taken the oath of 
allegiance, and that even the children of fathers who had 
taken the oath of allegiance to the State should only 
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aoqtiire the franclufle proTided they olaimed it when they 
reached the age of sixteen. 

It was further laid down that aliens who had acquired the full 
franchise would not haye the right to vote at the election of the 
President and the Commandant-G^eral (officials who are elected 
by plebiscite). This right was secured by Act 13 of 1891, and 
deliberately destroyed in 1898, after many people had taken the 
oath of allegiance. 

The following clause was also added to the law : — 

* No extension of the Electoral right shall be allowed unless a 
proposal to that effect shall have been published in the 
State Gkizette for a period of one year, and at least two- 
thirds of the enfranchised burghers shall, by a memorial, 
have declared themselyes in favour of it.' 

As all legislation is initiated by the GK>yemment, and as in 
any case it was extremely unlikely that these conditions would 
ever be complied with, all hope of getting the franchise law 
altered through the Yolksraad was thus destroyed. 

This constant tampering with the Constitution was viewed 
with great alarm, the spirit in which the laws were conceived was 
dearly recognised, and those persons, thousands in number, who 
had come to the countiy with a view of settling there, not un- 
naturally felt there was no guarantee that the law, unsatisfactory 
as it was, could be considered as finally settled, and that it would 
not be continually altered from time to time so as to prevent them 
for ever from obtaining any voice in pubUc affairs. As it was, 
the legislation which had been passed practically amoimted to 
perpetual exclusion of the new-comers, inasmuch as they were not 
prepared to accept the anomalous position of being liable to all 
the burdens of citizenship without acquiring its privileges for the 
long period fixed by the statute. 

With regard to the Second Chamber, it must be pointed out 
that this body bears no such relation to the First Yolksraad as 
its name might at first seem to imply. Its powers of legislation 
are strictly defined. 

It has no power to enforce its own Acts, and has no control 
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whatever oyer the First Ohamber. All its acts and resolutions 
must be submitted to the First Chamber, which has the right to 
veto them, and even if not so vetoed they do not acquire the force 
of law until promulgated by the President, who has the right to 
withhold such promulgation at his discretion. It need scarcely be 
added that the Second Chamber has no control whatever over the 
finances. It cannot be wondered at that even ardent South 
African patriots like the late John Cilliers should have described 
the Second Baad as amockeryand a sham, and that the Uitianders 
declined to regard it as of any real benefit to them. 

Before leaving this part of the subject it will be well to note 
that, by reason of the requirements of the law concerning the 
Field-Comet's list, the great bulk of the Uitlanders now in the 
Transvaal are practically in the same position in regard to the 
franchise as if they had just arrived in the country. The law 
requiring registration was not enforced for some years, and the 
attention of the public not having been drawn to its existence 
very few persons were aware of it. 

In 1888 the Field-Comet of Johannesburg for the first time drew 
the attention of the public to the law, and threatened to impose fines 
if people did not register. The result was that some thousands of 
people did register their names. The Field-Comet died, and in 
1891, when the question arose again, it was discovered that no lists 
were in existence containing the names which had been registered. 
The attention of the Government was drawn to this fact, with a 
request that proof of registration should be allowed by affidavit, or 
otherwise, and some promises were made that the matter would be 
favourably considered, but no redress has ever been granted. 

Between 1888 and 1895 many thousands of new-comers 
entered the country, but no steps were taken to insist upon com- 
pliance with the law of registration, with the result that very few 
people have placed their names upon the list. The inaction of the 
Government in this matter leads irresistibly to the conclusion that 
the registration of aliens was not desired. 

Between 1886 and 1890 the population of Johannesburg, 
though constantiy and rapidly increasing in numbers, did not 
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giTO any indication of a desire to take part in the politics of the 
country, but as events developed it gradually dawned upon them 
that unless they had some voice in its affairs their interests would 
be seriously endangered. They had been clamouring for the con- 
struction of railways to connect th^n with the Gape Colony, 
whose line was then advanced as far as the capital of the Orange 
Free State ; but the President, in pursuance of his policy of pro- 
moting the interests of the Netherlands Railway Company, to 
whom a concession had been granted for the construction of all 
railways in the State, and of delaying the btiilding of any lines 
which should compete with his pet scheme of connecting Pretoria 
and Johannesburg with Delagoa Bay — a port outside the limits of 
British influence — ^had refused even to consider the question of 
railway communication with the British Colonies. 

In 1890, owing to droughts and the consequent difficulty of 
transport by waggon, Johannesburg was threatened with a famine, 
and popular discontent on tiie subject of railways became acute. 
Meetings were held, and committees were formed for the purpose 
of urging the construction of railways. President Kruger then 
aanoimced his intention of visiting Johannesburg, and it was said 
that he would address the public, and would notify a change in 
his attitude with regard to railway extension from the Gape to 
the Transvaal. The popular agitation was then stayed. The 
President came to the Raad and made a violent and ill-judged 
speech, which greatly excited the public. It was on this occasion 
that a mob of people hauled down the Transvaal flag, which was 
flying over the President's temporary residence. Although the 
P^resident himself attached no importance to this incident, and 
publicly stated that it was the work of a rowdy crowd, feeling ran 
very high, and excitement was kept up by much blustering talk 
on the part of some of the Boers, and their threats to ride into 
Johannesburg and shoot down those who had incited this act. 
The agitation was also fomented by the angry raiUog of the 
VoOcwtem newspaper of Pretoria — a rabid anti-English organ, 
owned and published by a Hollander Syndicate. From that date 
the interest of the TJitlander population in the politics of the 
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cofantrjp and anziety as to their own political position and fatare^ 
baa been constantly growing, and the idea has gradually been 
gaining strength that nothing but a radical change in the ft-rigfci«g 
state of things would ensure peace and prosperity. 

There has always been a considerable section among the Boer 
population in sympathy with the aspirations of the new-comers 
and hostile to the methods of administration and legislation pre* 
Talent in Pretoria. The views of these Boers have been ably 
represented by a Dutch newspaper, called Land en Volk^ edited by 
Mr. Eugene Marais, an able and patriotic youog Transyaaler. It 
represented the thought of men like Mr. Esselen and other 
younger and more enlightened burghers, and, in season and out 
of season, pointed out the dangers arising from the autocratia 
goYemment of Paul Kruger — ^the granting of official and politioal 
power to an eyer-increasing band of intriguing Hollanders, the 
distribution of concessions and monopolies among hungry fortune* 
hunters, and other similar abuses. 

It IB probably true that even the burghers represented by this 
paper were not prepared to grant the Uitlanders all that they 
wished for, but there is no doubt that they were ready to go a 
great length on the road towards reconciliation and equity, and 
if the principles enimciated by Land en Volk had been adopted, 
there would at least haye been an end to corrupt administration, 
to the intriguing of foreigners, to monopolies and other grievanoes; 
but unfortunately this party among the burghers has not been 
numerically strong enough to alter the situation. 

In the meantime llie influence of the Hollanders in the State 
has been constantly on the increase, and nothing has contributed 
more to the discontent and the irritation of the Uitlander popular 
tion than the knowledge of the vast power and influence wielded 
by the foreign Hollander element, and their notorious and open 
hostility to Englishmen and everything British. They are to be 
found in every office of the State from the highest to the lowest^ 
and their control of the State railways places them in a position 
to oppress and annoy the public, and to derive undue advantages 
from the public revenue to an extent which can hardly be 
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sppreoiated except by those who haye lired in the Trangyaal, 
while the Press maintained by them has lost no opportunity to 
aggravate the new-comers, and widen the breach between Uiem 
and the old residents. The TJitlander, groaning under disabilities, 
anffering between the ignorance of the Boer and the craft of the 
Hollander, and openly flouted by the latter, looked on for years 
«till hoping that ^e condition of things would alter. He could 
not really believe that things could go on as they were going on. 
He saw the Hollander reaping where he had never sown, arro- 
gantly assuming almost autocratic power over him. He saw the 
Boer, under the influence of the Hollander, constantly increasing 
liis burdens, and legislating and governing in defiance of all 
known economic laws; he saw himself being deprived step by 
«tep of all hope of political equality ; he saw the whole adminis- 
iration of the country going from bad to worse ; he saw intrigue 
^constantly threatening his property and even his existence— and 
he finally decided that the time was come to endeavour to obtain 
redress by any means within his power. 

I shidl endeavour now to point out more exactly the nature 
jmd extent of the grievances of the TJitlanders, what steps had 
been taken by them up to 1895 to secure redress, and how their 
•efforts were met It is first of all necessary in my view to dispel 
utterly the false charge which has been publicly made, that the 
revolt in Johannesburg had its origin in any sordid object. 

Taking this last aspect first, let me state emphatically that I 
personally not only had no selfish or monetary object, but that on 
ihe contrary I risked everything, that I have lost a practice worth 
ten thousand a year, while a considerable amount of my property 
in the Transvaal is under interdict, and that I had not directly or 
indirectly any motive except the establishment of right. What I 
liave said for myself I believe to be true of every man who was on 
the Reform Committee. It may also be important to note what 
the constitution of that Committee was, in view of the statement 
that has been made that this was a base intrigue to deprive the 
'Transvaal of its independence and to annex it to the Empire. 
Analysis will show that there were several prominent Americans 
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and a rery large number of South Africana on the Committee^ 
I atate unhesitatingly that the latter would never have attempted^ 
never have lent themaelves to any unjust attempt to deprive the 
Transvaal of its independence — that all they wanted was fair 
government^ that they saw no prospect of getting such govern- 
ment unless they had a voice in the affairs of the country, and 
that if President Eruger and the Yolksraad had granted them 
even a measure of justice, they would have taken much less than 
they were entitled to, in the hope and belief that they would 
secure full measure of right in due course by patience and wise 
conduct. As to the Americans, it is idle to suggest that they 
would ever have lent themselves to such a sch^ne. 

While on this point, it may be noted, too, that it has been 
suggested that the Reform Oommittee were the creatures of 
capitalists, if not capitalists themselves, and that they had selfish 
or xdterior motives inconsistent with right. Again, analysis wiU 
show how unfoimded this charge is. The great bulk of the men 
were representative of the great masses of the population. A 
large percentage were professional men, including lawyers, doctors, 
engineers, and some were merchants ; all had a great deal to lose,, 
and, in short, the whole constitution of that Committee shows the 
charge to be groundless. For convenience I trace here first the 
origin and growth of popular discontent, and I hope to show 
conclusively the falsity of the statement made, that at the end 
of 1896 discontent was artificially created by the capitalists for 
their own base objects. I have described shortly the conditions^ 
which existed up to the time when President Eruger changed his. 
railway policy, and I may accurately describe the relations whick 
existed between the governors and governed up to that time, by 
saying that the Uitlander had displayed no great anxiety to get 
political power ; that he was engaged in building up the minings 
industry, and that he would have been content for a very long 
time at least to leave the power in the hands of the Boer, provided, 
he was justly and honestly governed. He had really not thought 
much about politics. Those who had thought about, and who had. 
been discontented with, the change of the franchise laws were 
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oomparatiyely few, and they, in common with the many, still 
hoped that matters would mend. Fair words were meted out to 
them on all possible occasions, they were told the President 
wanted to ' lead them up to equality ; ' they had not learnt to 
understand the value of official promises, and they did not realise 
the character of the policy which President Eruger and his 
Hollander advisers were following. I beUeve I am correct in 
stating for others, what I can state for myself, that they regarded 
the Boers with more than friendly feeling ; that they looked upon 
Kruger as an honest, if rugged, old hero ; that they were even 
willing, in deference to Dutch sentiment, to concede a great deal 
which it was scarcely just they should concede, and that it waa 
only when their faith in promises and their hopes of amelioration 
were undermined that they saw the necessity of association and 
the need for action. The result was the establishment of 
the political association known as the Transvaal National Union. 
This association was formed in 1892 with an Afrikander as 
its chairman. To show the objects of the Union and the 
spirit which animated its proceedings, I annex extracts from 
the reports of some of its meetings. Evidence of this sort 
could be mxdtiplied if wanted. In this year, the Union, think- 
ing it wise to inform the burghers of the country what its 
origin and objects were, published a pamphlet in Dutch, and 
sent it to every homestead in the land. That pamphlet shows 
what was complained of at the time and what the Union 
•ought. The Hollander Press had been distorting the objects 
of the Union in every conceivable manner, and it was necessary 
to counteract the mischievous influences at work. The Presa^ 
a subsidised newspaper, published a manifesto in reply to the 
pamphlet, which I am assured was revised, if not written, in 
the President's house. I have only got newspaper reports com- 
menting on this manifesto, but I recollect its tone and general 
contents. It called the Uitlanders liars, traitors, and snakes in the 
grass, and was couched in the most violent language. The epithets 
above mentioned cropped up at every second paragraph, and it 
breathed a spirit of such dire hostility that men became well-nigh 

78 



POLITIOAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

liopelefls. Still they continued their endeavours in the belief that 
a change woxdd be brought about through the burghers. It is 
significant that even papers like the Standard and Digger^ Neum, 
which was a GK>yemment organ, reoog^nised the justice of the 
Uitianders' daim, and I think it is permissible to refer to extracts 
from leading articles appearing in that newspaper, which I annex. 
It was then, and still is, a supporter of the Kruger GK>Temment. 
Where the charge is made that the National Union was merely 
seeking to stir up strife on the pretext of securing political rights, 
I am entitled to refer to a speech made by Mr. Esselen. This 
gentleman, bom in South Africa, is, I belieye, of German origin. 
No one who knows him can accuse him of friendship towards the 
Unglish as against the Dutch. He had been a Judge of the High 
Court, and has held the office of Attorney-General in the Trans- 
Taal, and when using language such as he did in speaking from 
the National Union platform in September, 1892, his statements 
are entitled to the greatest weight. He said : — 

' I agree with this movement. I may tell you that I am in 
entire accord with the movement of the National Union, 
and I am proud to be asked to say a few words.' 
Speaking of the suggestion made by the Hollander Press that 
this was a mov^nent fomented from outside, he said that it was-* 
' An absolute absurdity. But it is a further step in that class 
of misrepresentation which now wishes to blind the eyes of 
the burghers again as to your real motives. What is that 
motive, gentleman P I have heard to-night with surprise 
and with deep regret the report which your Committee has 
brought back from the powers that be in Pretoria. I wish 
to ask you whether you can give any credence to the state* 
ments of a man (President Eruger) who says he is going 
to unite two people, when the whole of his acts for the last 
ten years show it is absolutely untrue. I do not speak 
without knowing what I am talking about — ^I say you have 
been kept out of your political privileges, not because the 
people have kept you out from fear that your being granted 
these privileges woxdd wreck or endanger the independence 
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of thiB oonntry, but to enable a few, and a greedy few, to 
role this oountry for their own ends/ 
After tracing the changes in tiie law of the franchise he said : 
'Who was it that proposed the measure that was now in force 
that the new-comer in this oountry shoidd only get full 
franchise after he had been here fourteen years, and then 
only at the sweet will of the legislative body P Who was it 
proposed thatP Was it not the same man who gave your 
Committee the answer to do nothing moreP I ask you, 
gentlemen, can you after that sit still and follow the adyice 
that is given you to hold no more meetings; will you allow 
yourselves to be caught, gentlemen P I say you would not 
be doing your duty to yourselves and the South African 
Republic' 
Speaking with reference to the proposition that the President's 
power was supreme and sufficient to bring about any change he 
wanted, he said : — 

' Now, I ask you, has he gone to the burghers and said, There 
are thousands of men well-disposed to the Republic that 
want the franchise, and I ask you to give them that fran- 
chise—I advise you to give them that franchise. I think 
you will strengthen the Republic if you allow them the 
equal privilegesP All these years has he even raised a 
single word for you P If he had gone on his traveLs to 
meet the burghers and laid your just cause before these 
burghers^ is there any one who doubts what the answer 
would be P If any one doubts he would be a lunatic, and 
therefore I say, trust them not, they are fooling you — ^rely 
upon your own powers, rely upon the justice of your case/ 
No man who reads the records of the speeches made at the first 
meeting of the Union, and at many subsequent meetings, can 
doubt tiiat there was a strong sense of wrong — that the people had 
awakened to the necessity of endeavouring to get redress of that 
wrong, while on the other hand they desired, not to upset, but to 
aftrangthen, the Government. Shortly after the first meeting an 
intimation was received from the State Secretary that the Presi- 
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dent would like to meet some delegates from the Union — seven 
delegates met him on the 1st September, 1892 — ^I was one of the 
number. PreTious to that time I had believed that President 
Ejruger, in his own time and in his own way, would bring about a 
change in the conditions of which we complained. I too had 
swallowed the bait, and believed that he was kept back by a 
reactionary Yolksraad from at once doing justice, but after that 
meeting I never believed this. Embodied in one of the newspaper 
reports which I append will be found a report which the deputa- 
tion brought back to and laid before a public meeting at Johannes- 
burg of the Union. That report is accurate. Not wishing, 
however, to inflame public opinion, which was very excited, the 
deputation did not report what had left a deep impression on their 
hearts, namely, the badly disguised hostility shown by President 
Ejuger. It was on this occasion that President Ejruger said to 
me, *Gto back and tell your people I shall never give them anything: 
I shall never change my policy, and now let the stoim burst' 

There had hoeai nothing in the conduct or behaviour of the 
deputation to justify any outburst of anger. On the contrary, we 
had treated the President with the greatest respect, as head of the 
State, notwithstanding the extreme divergence of our views. And 
here I may add, generally, that the charge which has been made 
by the Boers, and which was repeated in a proclamation of the 
President's issued in 1895, that demands had been made upon 
the Transvaal Gx>vemment in tones so insolent that it was im- 
possible on that ground alone to concede them, is absolutely false. 
I refer to the petitions, to the resolutions, and to the speeches of 
the National Union to disprove this gross charge. I wish to call 
special attention to a written message which was conveyed to the 
Union by President EIruger, who, after his undiplomatic treat- 
ment of the deputation, appeared to have thought it necessary to 
reassure the public mind. This message will be found appended. 
In that message President Slruger admitted that the Uitlandera 
were in the majority; indeed, he made this the ground for 
objecting to their obtaining political rights, saying that they 
would swamp his old burghers. He admitted the injustice of the 

76 



UITLANDERS IN THE TRANSVAAL, 

ezifltiiig franobiBe by saying that be was prepared to bring 
forward a scbeme wbereby tbe names of a certain nuniber of 
people wbom tbe Oovemment deemed trostwortby abould be 
submitted to tbe Yolksraad eacb year witb tbe object of securing 
to them full burgher rights. I may state here that tbe only 
fulfilment of that promise came subsequently in tbe aggravation 
of tbe laws against tbe Uitlander, as I shall show later on. This 
proposal was rejected as wholly insufficient to satisfy tbe just 
okum of tbe Uitlanders. They deemed the great body of people 
trustworthy and fit to exercise electoral rights. They proposed 
that those persons who had resided in the State two years, and 
owned freehold or leasehold property of tbe value of £100 or so, 
Wjsre in receipt of an annual income of £100, and who took the 
oath of allegiance, should be admitted. The Government pro- 
posal amounted at tbe best to making tbe people dependent upon 
the will of the Government, instead of the contrary, and there 
was no guarantee as to who would be so called to exercise tbe 
right of citizenship. On tbe contrary, there was a well-grounded 
fear that such a proposal would only result in tbe Government 
selecting for citizenship people who would support its policy and 
neglect the broad interests of tbe public. 

Nothing could be greater or more extraordinary than tbe 
enthusiasm and union of the people who attended tbe meetings of 
tbe National Union. The capitalist class were conspicuous by 
their absence — ^they were, iu fact, abused roundly for leaving tbe 
professional and commercial classes and the working men to fight 
for liberty. They were charged witb pursuing their own selfish 
ends at the expense of principle, and they were for a time pro- 
bably the most unpopular men in Johannesburg. And I may 
here, once for all, state that they stood aloof from tbe National 
Union and its work from 1892 until 1896. Resolutions, appeals, 
arguments, however, fell on deaf ears. The Government gave 
one parrot cry in answer : * Ton will swamp our burghers.' In 
vain it was pointed out to them that fate had placed the Uitlanders 
in one or two districts, that by the distribution of seats as the law 
stood the Uitlanders, if they bad tbe full franchise, would only be 
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Me to send a minoritj of members to the l6gislstiire» that fedJa-" 
tribation oould only oome about bj an act of the Yolksraad, and 
that the old burghers of the Volksraad, who would in any ease be 
in a majority, oould control such an aot. In vain we urged that 
the mere fact of men wishing to have a Tote and to exercise their 
influence constitutionally was the best proof that they had no 
rerolutionary designs, and Aat, while they would not be able in 
the legislature to carry any measure connected with high polities 
or tiie independence of ihe country, they would be able directly 
to represent their constituents in the complex matters connected 
with the mining industry and commerce, to enlighten their 
legislators who were simple farmers, and to co-operate for the 
common good, while powerless to do any harm. Meeting after 
meeting was held from time to time, but, instead of things getting 
better, they grew worse. 

In 1893 the Yolksraad consisted of a body of men, twenty- 
four in number, who had always, by a majority, backed Presideiit 
Eruger and his policy up. It was deemed hopeless to appeal to a 
Yolksraad constituted as this one was. There was in that 
Yolksraad a minority of eight or nine men, amongst them Messrs. 
Lucas Meyer, the two de Jagers, Loveday, and Jeppe, who held 
enlightened yiews, and, with a broader patriotism, urged an 
alteration in the condition of things, the granting of a liberal 
franchise, and the redress of other grievances. These men and 
their utterances in the Yolksraad constituted a strong defence of 
the position taken up by the Uitlanders — ^they, at least, could not 
be charged with treasonable intentions; they supported reform, 
but they were always out-voted. I believe that at a private 
caucus of this party tiiey were prepared to recommend a five 
years' franchise, and I may add here unhesitatingly that if such a 
franchise had hoeai offered to the Uitlanders, coupled with reason- 
able provisions securing to the Uitlanders the benefit of the time 
they had lived in the country in calculating their right to the 
franduse, they would gladly have been accepted. In 1894 the 
National Union prepared and obtained signatures to a petition 
praying for the franchise on equitable tenns. I have not got 
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• copy of that petition^ but its language was respectful and 
moderate. It waa signed by 13»000 people. When this petition 
was considered, it was rejected scornfully amid laughter and jeers. 
I bad gone to England in May, 1894, for a change, but it is a 
natter of history that in 1894 the relations between the Gh)vem- 
m0nt and the people became very strained. The Goyemment 
went to war with a chief named Malaboch, and claimed the right 
to eouot military service from the Vitlanders, while denying them 
eivio rights, l^e Vitlanders very fairly said, * GKve us equality 
of rights and we will take equality of obligation — ^make ua 
oitiaens and we will fight your battles.' Five men in Pretoria 
who had been commandeered refused on principle to go to the 
front; they were imprisoned, and appealed to the High Oourt. 
The Gourt decided that they were liable to military service, and 
they were sent to the front under compulsion. This greatly 
eouisperated public feeling. Sir Henry Loch visited the Transvaal, 
and the result was that the Pretoria Government undertook to 
exempt British subjects from military service. What had ex- 
asperated men peculiarly, apart from the broad question, was the 
fact that Germans and Hollanders, while enjoying peculiar privi<- 
leges in the country, were exempt from military service. The 
diflGically was felt by Sir Henry Loch, but I am not aware whether 
the matter has ever been settled upon a satisfactory basis. I wish 
to make it quite clear, however, that the National Union, ia 
seeking citizenship for its members, clearly recognised and 
accepted liability to military service, or any other obligation of a 
oitiaen, as a liability attaching, as a matter of course, to admission 
to citizenship. Here, again, there has been great distortion of 
facts. English subjects who were denied political recognition 
resented being driven like sheep to fight in wars or squabbles in 
the making of which they had no voica Their action was imme* 
diately distorted, and it was converted into an additional reason 
for not giving them the franchise, the Krugerites and the 
Hollanders saying, 'Here are men who want a vote but won't 
fight.' It is a matter of history, too, how President Eruger was 
lavish in his promises to those English subjects who had gone to 
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fight willingly^ how he promised them the franohifie because thejr 
had f oiight, and how that promise has been broken. 

The greatest excitement and indignation was caused by the 
Oovemment enforcing the proposition that while men were liable 
for military service they were not entitled to citizens' rights. In 
July, 1894, a meeting was held in Johannesburg by the National 
Union, and the speeches made at that meeting, which I append 
hereto, with the resolutions passed, show clearly what the argu- 
ments on behalf of the Uitlander were and what the temper was 
that had been aroused, not merely by the attempt to compel 
military service, but by the denial of rights. I would direct 
special attention to the speech made by Mr. Advocate WesseLs^ 
because he is an Afrikander, of pure Dutch descent, whose 
ancestors have been for many generations in South Africa. I 
direct attention to the protest setting forth categorically the 
grounds of grievance on behaU of the Uitlanders which was 
formulated and adopted by that meeting. It will be seen that 
Advocate Wessels spoke in language of withering contempt of the 
capitalists, whom he described as skulking round the street 
comers instead of assisting in the struggle for political freedom. 
These records should destroy for ever the false statement that 
•discontent had been fomented in 1895 for the selfish purposes of 
capitalists. 

I returned to South Africa at the end of 1894, and the Hon. 
John Tudhope, a man bom in South Africa, who had been a 
Minister of the Grown at the Cape, having resigned his office as 
Chairman, I was elected in succession to him. I can state with 
absolute honesty that at that time I still hoped for a peaceful 
-solution of the problem, and that I had never contemplated the 
use of force. The National Union, resenting the intrusion of 
Hollanders, had adopted the cry of ' Africa for the Afrikanders,* 
as against 'Africa for the Hollanders,' and hoped to get this 
enforced by the will of a majority of the Yolksraad members. 
Elections were to take plaoe in the early part of 1895, as the 
period of office of twelve out of the twenty-four members of the 
Volksraad had terminated. There was a minority of seven or 
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^ight favourable generally to honest goveminent and reform, and 
if the principles they represented should be triumphant at the 
;pdlls, we were assured that there was a reasonable prospect of a 
hostile majority being changed into a fayourable one. We were 
4dao told that meetings in Johannesburg only afforded grounds for 
misrepresentation and bitterness, and that the result of such 
meetings was that our friends in the Yolksraad were unable 
^successfully to establish their views, so we were counselled to hold 
no more meetings, but to petition the £aad again. It was 
4uxx>rdingly resolved to follow this policy, and during the whole of 
1895 no meeting of the National Union was held publicly. The 
Oommittee, however, was active, and was the means of formulat- 
ing petitions on several points. Among the subjects brought 
forward by means of such petitions were the taking over of the 
railways from the Hollander Concessionaires in terms of the con- 
•cession. This was regarded as most essential, as the control by 
ihe State of the railways would deprive the foreign influence from 
Holland of enormous power over our destinies. That influence 
had been used by them not only to burden the industry — ^to say 
nothing of the irritation caused by their forbidding the use of the 
English language in relation to business, nineteen-twentieths of 
which was carried on by Englishmen — ^by the policy of extortionate 
•^diarges and the obstruction of trade passing through the channel 
•of the British Colony of the Cape ; and very strained relations had 
been brought about with the neighbouring States. In fact, it was 
<believed that the closing of the drifts or fords through the Yaal 
River, and the prohibition of waggon traffic between tiie Colonial 
^tailway Terminus at the Free State Border and Johannesburg, 
with the view to forcing <he mercantile conmiunity to submit to 
the unjust burdens laid upon it by the Netherlands Railway Com- 
pany, would cause an open rupture. The Transvaal Government 
was eventually compelled to allow this traffic to be resumed, but 
the incident is a striking illustration of the lengths to which the 
Government, incited thereto by Hollanders, was prepared to go in 
the spirit of hostility to Britudi trade and the interests of British 
jtfubjeots in the country. 
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A large aeotion of the Dutoh popvlatixm were at cue with ib» 
UitLanden on the question of railways, and petitions, Teiy in* 
fluaatially signed by lx>th, were kid b^on the Yolksraad diowing- 
the nuMt oogent reasons why the State should take over the rail- 
wi^ The status of the judges, too, and their salaries, munioipaL 
gOTemment> and other subjects, were dealt with by way of petition; 
but the point upon whioh the energy of the National Union was- 
eoodentrated was the franehise. I append a oopy of a petition on 
this subject which was presented to the Yolksraad in 1896. Ita- 
language is so modarate and respectful that it gives the lie direct 
to the statements made on behalf of the Transvaal Government 
that the Uitlanders had demanded their rights from the Govem- 
BBsnt in language which would not have been tolerated in their 
oomntry of origin. 

A number of new memben had been elected to the Yolksraad,. 
and the puUic abstained in the mean time from demonstrations, 
and cherished the hope that the petition for the franchise, upon 
anoh fair terms as the Yolksraad might think fit, would reoei ve 
favourable consideration* This hope was doomed to disappoint 
ment. The Yolksraad, after debate, in which much intemperate 
language was usedconceming the Uitianders, refused their prayer; 
one member went so far as openly to dedare, in the course of 
debate, that if the petitionen wanted the rights they asked for, 
they would have to fight for themu This, then, was the decision 
id ih» Yolksraad which would remain in power for years, and it 
was manifest that no improvement could be expected from that 
quarter. 

It must be noted here that it was not until the beginning of' 
1895 that the so-called capitalists for the first time took part in 
political affiurs. They subscribed considerable sums of money to« 
be used within the terms of the law in assisting the Progressive 
party to secure the return of Progressive members to the Bead,, 
and they for the first time joined in petitioning for the franchise. 
The petition just mentioned was signed by about 88,600 people, 
of whom 33,500 were resident in the Witwatersrand Johannee^ 
burg Goldfields. The remaining 6000 signatures came from. 
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TBrioofl partB of the oomitrj. The signatiiTes were obtained 
honeedjy and men were eager to put their names to the petition. 
The National Union was scrapnlonBly careful in its endeayours to 
aaoertain the gemuneness el the signatnrea, and oonld cmly 
diaoorer eight names which it was necessary to erase, those being 
names of men not resident in the State, although they passed a 
greater part of their time there. Yet some members of the 
Yolkaraad declared that the great bulk of the signatures were 
lorgerras, and that no importance could be attached to the petition 
as a genuine document. 

I propose to conaider next the question of Beyenne and 
Expenditure of the State and the incidence of taxation; biit 
before going into the figures under this head it will be as well to 
consider what the relatiye strength of the Uitlander and the 
burgher population is, and what is the position of the Uitlander 
with respect to his holding of property in the State. 

It is difficult in the absence of proper census returns to giye 
an exact estimate of the white population of the TransyaaL In 
1880 it was officially stated that there were 8000 burghers in the 
State, and the main reason adyanced lor the retrocession of the 
c o u n tr y in 1881 was that it appeared from memorials that 6609 
out of this 8000 were opposed to the continuance of British rule. 
The bnrghera haye only increased by natural process during the 
last sixteen years, as comparatiyely few men haye been naturalised 
during that period. An official handbook issued by the €k>yem- 
ment in 1895 stated that the persons Uable to military seryice 
numbered 26,000. Eyen assuming this figure to be correct (as to 
which doubt may exist), I take it that it means that there were 
25,000 persons registered on the Field-Oomet's List, but, as a 
great many people who haye not full burgher rights are so 
registered, the number of actual burghers must be considerably 
less than 25,000. This yiew is supported by the fact that at the 
kit Presidential election, which was yeiy keenly contested, only 
15,000 yotes were cast in all— 4iamely, about 8000 for President 
Kniger and about 7000 for General Joubert-^and it must be 
borne in mind that eyery burgher from the age of sixteen 
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years upwaids is entitled to vote. Indeed it was openly stated at 
the time in the Transvaal that a considerable nnmber of persons 
had voted more than once. On the whole it may be doubted 
whether there are within the State more than about 20,000 
full enfranchised burghers of the age of sixteen years and 
upwards. 

As to the Uitlander populatioui we have the fact that on the 
Witwatersrand Goldfields alone the petition for the franchise 
was signed by over 32,000 men ; and taking the other districts 
such as Barbarton, Klerksdorp, the Lydenburg Ooldfields and 
Murchison Ooldfields, and the various towns in which there are 
<x>nsiderable bodies of Uitlanders, it is reasonable to assume that 
the total body of male Uitlanders numbers nearly 50,000, or, in 
other words, is about twice as many as the male burgher popu* 
lation. The President himself, writing as far back as 1892, 
stated that the Uitlanders outnumbered the Boers, and the former 
have increased in number vastly since then. A local census of 
the population of Johannesburg within a three*mile radius of the 
Post Office, taken in 1896, gives the number of male Europeana 
over the age of sixteen years within that area as 25,068. The 
accuracy of the census may be doubted, but in any case to this 
number must be added the large population spread along the 
mines to the east and west, and those settled in towns lil» 
Boksburg, Germiston, Erugersdorp, and other localities. Prao- 
tically the whole of this population is Uitlander, the burghers 
being almost to a man composed of farmers. 

Virtually all the commerce, mining, and other industries are 
in the hands of the Uitlanders, and the whole of the propert^r 
connected with these employments and the capital invested therein 
belong to them. The burghers confine their attention to pastoral 
and agricultural pursuits, and do not invest their money in other 
industries. It is computed that of the land held under private 
titles about one-half has been purchased in freeholds by the 
Uitlanders, often at very large prices, the other half remaining in 
the hands of the Boers. There are vast tracts of land, including 
large areas in the occupation of the natives of the north, which 
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are still vested in the State, and a considerable portion of thiff 
land is bat ill-suited to European occupation. This fact must be 
borne in mind with reference to the statement recently made in a 
Qoveniment newsp^)er to the effect that statistics were being 
prepared which would prove that ihe Tlitlanders owned only one- 
fourth of the area of the State, 

To come now to the question of Revenue. 

Before the discovery of the goldfields the Republic was in an 
almost bankrupt condition. Its total revenue may be set down as 
not exceeding £160,000 per annum, and this is believed to be a 
very liberal estimate. The revenue for 1894 wa& in round 
figures, £2,250,000. In 1895 it had risen to nearly £3,250,000 ; 
while from trustworthy data I ain in a position to state that the 
revenue for 1896 was over £4,500,000. 

I have made an analysis of the sources of revenue, and 
calculate that of the total revenue of over £3,000,000 for 1895 
the Boers only contributed about £160,000. If I double these 
figures for safety sake, and make it £320,000 (although it is 
really not anything like this), the enfranchised population paid 
only something like one-tenth of the total revenue, while the 
TJitlander, who is excluded from all representation, paid the 
balance; and it must be noted that the constant increment to 
the revenue comes almost exclusively out of his pocket, as the 
taxation paid by the rural population is not increasing pro- 
portionally. 

The incidence of taxation is so arranged as to favour the 
burghers at every point, at the expense of the aliena The 
farmers, who make the laws, take care that the burden placed 
upon the class to which they belong should be as light as possible. 
Accordingly we find that in the Schedule of Articles liable to 
Customs Duty all those things which the TTitlanders require are 
subject to heavy taxation, while things which are used by the 
Boers — ^f or instance, sugar, coffee, and clothing — are taxed com- 
paratively lightly. (I append a copy of the Schedule.) 

Another feature of the situation is that the Boers have taken 
advantage of their power to impose hostile tariffB on such things 
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M meal, flour, maise^ bmI; baoon* haai, foimge, pigs, «atda^ 
nbeep, and so on. This haa been done parfl j with the objeot d 
laiaing teYBwm, bat mainijr teat protootiTe pnrpoaea, Tegavdlaaa of 
tbe hot that tbe produee of the oountry waa, and ia» wbo&y 
jnanffieieiit to supply the loeal zeqii£reiBi0Bito of JohftTWiffshaiy 
district alone. I may say boldly that tiiere is not a single p o i d 
of flour, such as Europeans are aoenatomed to use, prodooed in 
the Transvaal, and yet this artide is tased at the rate of 7s. 6il. 
per 100 lb&, plus a 7| per oent ad valorem duly. Hie aama 
duty is imposed upon meal, nearly all of which has to be 
iviported. Tinned meats and vegetdldes, innliiJing potatoes, ara 
taxed at 26$. per 100 lbs., although they are not produeed in 
anything like sufficient quantities in the oonntry. The tax on 
bacon and ham amounts spproximately to Is. a lb. The resolt 
has been that the middle classes and woiking people have felt the 
oost of living to press very heavily upon them, and eonsequantly, 
in very many cases, married men are unable to keep famiKes in 
the country. This ezeessive taxation has, moreover, been maift- 
tained, notwithstanding the fact that there has been for yeara a 
very large annual surplus in the IVeasury, and in spite of 
reiterated petitioas for relief. 

The expenditure of the country has been maintained on flie 
most lavish soale, and is greatly in excess of anything that is 
required for the purposes of proper government. 

Fixed salaries amounted in 1895 to JB570,000; this was 
exclusive of the amounts voted for the administration of juatioe, 
for education, hospitals, police and prisons, and so on. 

I find that under the heading of Public Works £353,000 wm 
spent in 1895, although the country is practically unbridged ; its 
roads are neglected, and the State owns no railways. The itema 
marked 'Divers Services, £96,000,' and 'Special Expenns, 
£205,000/ are totally unexplained, although there is no doubt 
that a large portion of these sums is spent on secret servioes, 
among whieh it is believed that the subsidiBiz^ of newspapers 
figures. In 1894 the items of Special Expenditure and Dtyera 
Services amounted to £830,000 and £163,600 respectively. 
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In 1805 the nm of £164,000 wtm apprapiuited under the haU 
<£ militftry ■ervieQa. It is belieyod thet these items haTe amce 
been largelj increeeecL The item 'Pmchaae of ExpkNmee, 
£619,000/ is one ef which the pnUie ocmiplainedL bitterly. It 
4mioimt8 to this— that^ having imposed an oppressiTe dynamite 
monopoly upon the pnhlio, the Government advanoes without 
oecniity to the monopalists £600,000 at a time out of the pubKo 
TCTenne to enable them to eiploit the monopoly. MoreoYer, no 
information is Tonehed to the pablio as to where the Treasmy 
aniplnses are deposited or the use to which they are put^ and the 
public mind is very nneasy upon tiiese points. I have made soma 
ealimlatimis based on the retoms for 1896, and I find that the 
amounts raised by tayatiim in ezeess of the eocpenditare, hj the 
eocoess of charges by the Netherlands Bailway Ckmipany for the 
carriage of ooal and merehandise for the goldfields as compared 
with the Ouge Eailway charges, and the sum nnjnstly exacted 
Ikom the pnUio by means of the dynamite monopoly, represent in 
all a snm approodmately equal to 10«. qpon every ton el ore mined 
on the Band. 

The total vahie of the gold product ia between £8,000,000 and 
iB9,000,000 per annum, and gold is virtually the only export from 
Ae oountqr. The amounts paid to the shareholders interested in 
4he various ocmipenies in 1896 was about £1,600,000. I oannet 
^ve any accurate estfanate ol the total cental invested in the gold 
industry, but it is veiy large. 13ie profits of the Netheilanda 
Bailway Oompeny during 1896 were, I believe, £1,600,000 (gross 
wvenue being about £3^0,000), while the profit made out of the 
dynamite mcni^y was probably not less than £400,000. The 
fiovenunent revenue for 1896 was over £4,600,000. 

The Uitlander population have protested in vain against 
wastefad ezpenditnxe, against the appropriaticm of public mcneya 
ior purposes of which no one knows anjrthing, and against the 
lavish outlay for military purposes, which were only intended to 
orerawe those who would be the most peaceful dtiaens in the 
world if they were only justly governed. They have, however, 
no voice and no eontml, and the spirit in which die government ia 
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adminiBtered has all along been saoh as to fill them with appro- 
henaion that matters would go from bad to worse. The oonstitar 
tion of the €k>yenmient and the distrflmtion of power is a further 
grievanoe. The President and the EzeoutiTe Oooncil have 
gradually obtained powers in the State out of all proportion U> 
what is just. The First Yolksraad, in whom the supreme power 
of legislation is Tested, consists of only twenty-six men, most of 
them under the strong personal influenoe of the President; and^ 
being so few in number, that body can be easily oajoled or bullied 
or otherwise influenced. Hitherto the President has found that* 
he has only to declare that any given measure is necessary for the 
purpose id maintaining the independence oi the Bepublic to 
secure acquiescence in his project. All legislation is initiated by 
the GK)Tenmient — ^private bills being unknown ; and the result i» 
that practically the whole power in the State is in the hands of 
the Executive Oouncil ; and a small cUque of leading familieB, 
who, with an army of Hollander officials, and the Amsterdam and 
other Continental financiers — ^who control the railways — and. the 
German dynamite monopolists, are in the position to treat the 
TJitianders and their industries exactly as their &ncy or prejudices- 
may dictate, and whose every act evidences a confirmed hostility 
against the Uitianders, and against everything that would tend to 
atrengthen British influence, benefit British trade, or favour 
British traditions or methods of government. And this in &oe 
of the &ct that the vast majority of the Uitlanders consiBts of 
British subjects. 

As instancing the powers which tiie Legislature willingly 
accords to the Executive, it may be noted that the latter body haa 
been constituted the sole and fiboal judge in the matter of disputed 
elections. When the second dynamite monopoly was being con- 
trived, the Oovemment actually got the Yolksraad to confide to it 
the power to determine what the tax on dynamite should beu 
This was ultimately fixed at S^A per pound. Up to oomparai- 
tively quite a recent period the Yolksraad used annually to 
delegate to the Executive Council the absolute power to legislate 
during the recess upon matters of urgency, a power which was in 
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mstanoes manifestly abused; as, for instance, when the 
resolution was passed (in consequence of the Government having 
hoen cast in damages at the suit of a man who had heem seriousl j 
injured hy reason of the misfeasance of persons employed in 
oonstructing public roads) to the effect that the Oovemment 
should not be held liable in similar cases in future. 

The spirit in which the Legislature acts may further be de- 
monstrated by the manner in which it has interfered with private- 
rights ; thus in{two instances it has passed laws in cases absolutely 
9ubjudieef depriving the Oourt of the right to proceed to judgment.. 
A flagrant case occurred in connection with a matter of vital 
importance to the mining industry. An action had been instituted 
by the mining companies to set aside certain cyanide patents under 
which large royalties were being extracted from the industry- 
While this action was pending, the Yolksraad actually entertained 
a petition for an alteration in the Patent Laws which would 
oontain a retrospective provision declaring in effect that no patent 
which had been registered for three years should be challenged. 
This proposed law was actually put to the vote, and was only lost 
by the casting vote of the Ghairman of the Yolksraad. If it had 
been carried it would have defeated the action then pending.. 
Since then the patents have been declared void by the Court. 
The feeling of insecurity created by this incident was most 
profound. Again, the Yolksraad was induced by the €k>vemment 
to attempt legislation in connection with what is known as the 
Bewaarplaatsen, which created great anger and unrest Briefly, 
the &ct8 were these. Certain companies held mining claims and 
also required rights for the depositing of tailings, five or six of 
the companies had acquired the legal right to such sites by meana 
of claim licenses entitling them to the minerals under the land aa 
well as the use of the surface. An amendment of the gold law 
was passed providing for the granting of depositing sites at 
reduced licensee, and declaring that no such site should be held 
upon claims. This was before the value of deep-level claims had 
been demonstrated. The local Mining Commissioner thereupon 
required the companies to give up their mining title to the claima 
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in question, and take out lieenaes for dapoailiag aitea ^on i 
The oompaniea nldaed to do tkb, but the Oommiaaioiie 
ihat they ahoaU oomply, aaaoring ^em that no one else 
haye the mineral right. The nest alep was that the GorennBaal 
introdnoed pioposed alterationa to the gold low by wbklk penona 
other than the holders of the depositing sites should aoqnire tta 
right to the minerals. It was proposed that sacili miidergtaand 
mining rights should be granted to the first * applicants ' tfiflNioi^ 
Tegardkas of the eqnitiea and of the fsot that the companiea had 
bald the legal title to the minerals, and had given them up piwa- 
tieally under oompalnon, and under the assoianoe that no one else 
«ould get them. A widespread oonqxiraoy existed among a body 
of persons who were known to infest the Ooveinment oflBees, and 
to be always on the alert to obtain p roper ty whibh did not belong 
to them by underhand means somo of them the Presiden^a 
personal friends and eleotion suj^rters— and if this soheme had 
not been thwarted by the energy of those engaged in the mining 
industry, these indiridnals would haye been plaoed, without oon* 
mderation, in the possession of property, the vaiue of which hal 
been demonstrated at great oost by the oompanies, and to whudi 
the companies had every equitable right, which was worA 
millions, and which was necessary to dieir continued eristenoe as 
4xmipanies. 

It was eonmionly reported and accepted as the truth, tiiat large 
snms of money were spent in Pretoria in connectiQn with both the 
43yanide matter and the attack on the companies just described. 
I think I am right in saying that theae grave abuses, and the 
risks that constantly threatened of a reonrrence of sooh tilings, 
finally satisfied the capitalist class that they would have to join in 
-the endeavour to get better government. 

Another grave cause of unrest was the unsatisfactory status d 
the Judges under the High Court. The Uitiander had no other 
independent guardian of his rights, and he constantiy saw witk 
alarm, either an actual or a threatened interference with the juria* 
diction and independence of the Judges. 

I have cited scmie cases above in which the Yolksraad did in* 
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tflfflere with pending lidgatiqn. Pablk men omongBt iiie Boera 
4id not seem to realise the dangers arising from this state ci 
liiings. I reooDeet the Minister of Mines saying openly to me 
«Doe, that if the JTndges thwarted the €h>veniment in a certain 
matter they would know what to do. I asked what he meant^ and 
he said, * We will depose thenu' 

The salaries of the JTudges ware not fixed, but were liable to 
alteration at any time. They were wholly inadequate^ and tha 
wonder was that good men oould be found to accept the office at 
ihe pay given. At a time when puisne Judges were only 
getting £1260 per annum, 4hey were eaqpeeted to pay their 
«wn circuit expenses, although the living was very high. The 
position of the JTudges suffered in the puUio estimation on the 
ground of their impecmiioaity, and the wonder is that the Ooart 
has worked as well as it has done. 

In 1894 a set attempt was made by the Ooveniment to reduce 
the Judiciary to a pesitian of absolute dependence upon the 
Executive, and I cannot do better than append an extract from 
an address by tba Ghief Justice of the country, given at Bn^ 
tenberg, on the 18lh October, 1894, in which he did not hesitate 
i0 say that if the proposed changes were carried out the iada* 
pendeuce of the country would be lost. The Government has dso 
atoadily resisted the desire of the Johannesburg population of Ihe 
establishment of a permanent Court at that plaoe, although by far 
the greater portion of the litigation in the country arose at 
Jdiannesburg. Mudi unnecessary cost has thus been caused to 
the public, and the interests of justice have sufiered materially. 

Ann^iluw great grievance is the state of the law concerning 
public education. In 1896, a sum of iB66,800 was voted for 
schools, but the Uitlander popalatiQn practically derived no ad* 
vantage from the education vote, owing to the fact that the 
Department^ the head of which was a Hollander, practically with* 
held any subsidy from schools in whudi tuition was not given 
Arongh the medium of the Dutch language. Public feeling was 
very strongly aroused at this state of ihin^ and so keenly did the 
Uitlanders feel upon the question, that they estaUidied a Oonncil 
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of Education of dieir own sapported by voluntary contributiouB^ 
and ibis Counoil has been endeayouring to make good the want 
which should haye been cmpplied by the Gk>yenunent. Beoentity 
there has been a great parade aboat a so-called concession whioh 
has been made, and the public has been led to believe that schoola 
in which English is the medium of education are now liberally 
subsidised. As a matter of fact I believe that the new law only 
permits the Head of the Education Department in his discretion to 
extend {Government aid to schools where children are taught in 
English, but after the fifth standard has been passed it is com- 
pulsory that Dutch should be the medium of education. When 
the Uitiander Council of Education was estaUishedy it was actually 
suggested by the other side that the law should be altered so as to 
enable the Government to dose such schools as might be volun- 
tarily established for the purpose of giving education in English. 

The Government has further resisted all attempts made by the 
Johannesburg people to establish a satisfoctory system of Municipal 
Government. It has alienated what should have been important 
sources of revenue, such as market dues and the supply of light 
and water and tramways, for all of which concessions have been 
granted to individuals for their own profit. It has refused to 
Johannesburg the power to raise a loan upon the security of the 
town's properties, which would have enabled the inhabitants to 
procure a satisfactory system of sanitation. The result is, that life 
is at times intolerable from dust storms, disease is disseminated^ 
and the death rate has reached 59 per thousand in a place which 
naturally is as healthy as any place in the world. 

I see it stated in the Johannesburg newspapers that the new 
scheme for the government of the town is regarded as even lees 
satisfactory than the one which has hitherto existed under the old 
scheme — ^there were three GOvemment nominees upon the Sanitary 
Board, and one of them was the Oovemment Commissioner who 
had the power to veto any contract involving the expenditure of 
more than £150. A knowledge of Dutch was essential to candi- 
dature. So far the Public Works of the town have had to b^ con- 
structed out of the current rates, aided by small loans anthorised 
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lij the Gtovemmenty and a small grant oooaaionally made by the 
Cbvernmenty amonnting only to a fraction of the revenne received 
|yy way of ground rents, Ac., from the town itseU. 

The law as to trial by jury is most unsatisfactory to the 
Uithnders— only burghers or so-called naturalised persons are 
allowed to sit upon juries ; the result is obyious. 

No adequate provisicm has been made for police protection. Only 
Vnrghers or naturalised persons are admitted to the police force, and 
glaring crimes haye frequently been committed in the community, 
the criminals escaping detection. Two or three years ago there 
^was a great popular agitation upon this subject owing to a number 
of murders having been committed, and the escape of the mur* 
derers. A great puUic meeting was held, and a deputation was 
sent to the Gk>yemment representing the facts, and urging Ihe 
necessity for an increase of the police force, and for the relaxation 
of the rule concerning the admission of others than burghers as 
policemen. The President sent back a message promising to grant 
relief, but the force has not been reformed, and crime at the 
present moment is more rampant than ever, criminals being em* 
boldened by impunity. 

Upon the subject of Concessions I beg to refer to a document 
signed by me in December, 1895, which is published in Blue Book 
O 7933 of 1896. I adhere to every w<»d therein contained, both 
on this subject and other matters. 

I now pass on to the question of Railways. Ooncessions have 
been granted by the YoUcsraad which have placed Ihe State in the 
position of having this most important branch of the Public Works 
in the hands of foreigners, with the power to levy toll to an out* 
rageous extent on the commeroial and travdling public, and even 
to influence the external relations of the country. Orafty dausei 
wrapped up in the Dutch of the Hague, backed up by plausible 
arguments, were accepted by the Legislature, with the result that 
the country must continue groaning under the oppression of the 
Netherlands Bailway Company, or pay an extravagantly high sum 
for expropriation of the railway. It is capable of proof that the 
cost of construction which must ultimately be borne by the State 
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kui m flOBM iiiitaaoeB been «ztaramigaii11y higlL There has preo-- 
tioeUy been no eheok upon tike Railway Oempany in this respect 
There is a series ol atftades on the Netherlands Bailwi^, paUished 
in the OrOie at the end oS 1895 and beginning of 1896, written by 
ICr. Lovedayi whieh will throw a glaring light on the abase* 
rampant. Mr. Loyediety is a member of the Y olksraad, who baa. 
hid ezoeptional opportnnities of getting at tiie tmth. The whole 
administration of the Bailwity system eonstitates a great pablur 
grievanee. The ohargss made are in many instanees extortionate^ 
fW instanoe, the Netherlsnds Company eharge 8d. per ton per 
mile for the earriage of ooal, the Gape Bailway charge IdL per 
mile« The Gape Bailways carry a sheep for 500 miles for 2^., the 
Netherlands Bailway Oompany ezaot U* 9d. for oarrying a sheep> 
for a distance ci 45 miles and ao on. EnonBQfDs profits are made 
by the Oompany, and its Managing Director admitted some tim» 
ago that a short section of 40 miles laid down on the goldfields for 
the earriage of coal to the^daffsrent mines was paying the interest 
en the cost oi the eenstraotion of the whole line of railway t» 
Dekgoa Bay, a length of hundreds of milsa. This overoharge ia 
aggravated by the fact that the snpply of rolling stock and the ad- 
aganistration of the Bailway have been so defeeirre that the mining* 
eowpanies haye on several occasions been redaoed almost to 
despair owing to the hnpossifaility of obtaining saffident and 
regolar supplies of coaL Bosiness men have ckmoored that not 
only are the railway charges excessive, but there has always been 
a wilful obstraction in the forwarding of good% while they have 
been constantly subjected to loss owing to tlie damage or da- 
atmction or less of goods for which tlMy could get Kttle er no 
remedy. In a ccmunumty entirely English, all documents relating^ 
to railway busiaess had to be made out in Dutch by the merohants, 
while complaints have frequently been made concerning the care- 
lessnees and even insdenoe of railway o£kiala. Moreover the ad- 
ministration is practiddly ao contrivedi I am informed, as in many 
instances to give a preference in a matter of speedy delivery in the 
tranaport of goods to foreigBers, and while railway ratea are 
nominally the same to everybody, I am assured that in some caaes 
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loragn goods are aooqpted for tnnmt at a less declared weight^ 
for the same artide tlian Britub goods are permitted to enjoy^ 
For inataiioey e^meat wliiok is sold throaghout South Airioa at the- 
standard weight of 400 lbs., aod is inyariably eharged lor 400 Ibs^ 
tSBnait to British treders^ is allowed to be passed for foreigti 
traders at Tarions rates showing a difference in their fayoniv 
British traders' goods are sometimes delayed for long periods^ 
wbSl» oertain favoured firms oaa seonre rapid and early transit. 
Again, the NetheslandB Bailway Oompany are very large im-^ 
poerlers of material They steadily refose to entertain a British 
tendeTi ttod all their trade goes to the Continent. The Oompany^ 
is also in a position to divert trade from the British Colonies to 
Ddagoa Bay^ and it takes advantage of these oircmnstanoes. 

The Uithmder popQlation» baoked by a oonmderaMa body of 
the barghenyhave constantly urged the Government to expropriate 
the railways By this means there would be some ohaiuM of 
getting redress ; Uie revennes would at all events belong to tho 
State, and the enormous influence of the Hollanders over the 
^■wift^a and interests of the oonntry would be vastly reduced^ 
Up to the present^ however, the Government has refused to 
entertain ^e idea of ex p ro p riation, and the same abuses still 
oontinue. The ultimate oost of tike eiqnopriation whioh must 
seme day be effected is in the meantime being steadily increased, 
inasBnioh as the profits of the Company are constantly becGming- 
larger, and as the amount ultimately to be paid to the State will 
lava to be reckoned upon the dividends paid by the Company, 
it is to the manifest interest of the Company to make unduly 
heavy charges. 

Belersnoe has been made to the preferential treatment 
aoeofded to fareigners in the Transvaal, and the desire to* 
sappross. British interests as far as possible. In this connection 
I skoold fike to add one or two facts. 

The dynamite concessionaires are required to build a fiu^tory 
m terms of tiieir concession. No material for tins work whUh 
aan be prooaied elsewhere of a soitaUe kind and quality ia 
porebased m Great Britain. 
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In 1895 a Gk>yeniiii6iit notice was iasaed in the SUuii9 Cowtmi 
<»lling for tenders for certain electric plant in seme Qovemment 
buildings. The notice stated openly that only Oontinental 
mannlBctiires would be used, and added that certain firms in 
Oermany whose names were given would have the preference in 
any case. 

The following I have from an English firm: — The firm of 
Beiner & Van Laer (Germans) secured a tender £or the supply 
of 8400 deals to the Robinson Oompany, to be nsed for tlie 
erection of certain buildings. An English firm secured the tender 
ior the supply of galyanised iron screws and other materials lor 
the same buildings. 

The Customs Law imposes an ad vahrem duty or 1\ per cent, 
but permits mining machinery to be imported at an otf wkrem 
duty of 1| per cent. The Gtonnan firm were allowed, to pass the 
deals as machinery. The Engh'sh firm was compelled to pay the 
full duty upon the material supplied by them. Bepresentationa 
were repeatedly made by the Chamber of Commerce to the 
Government, but no redress was granted. All other dealers in 
timber had been compelled to pay the full duty. 

Additional evidence of this description might probably be 
obtained from the Chamber of Commerce in Johannesburg. A 
very important feature of the situation is that the Gk>vemment 
has granted to the Netherlands Bailway Ccmipany the right to 
collect and pass into its general revenue all the Customs duties 
on goods imported md Delagoa Bay (not at any other port of 
ontry), and this accounts largely for the attempts to divert trade 
from the British ports to Delagoa Bay. 

I wish now to make some statement concerning the general 
laxity which prevails in the administration of the Government, 
and which deprives it of all public reepect^ making it possible for 
.anything in the shape of irregularity or worse to occur at any 
time. The first instance of this sort of thing that happened to 
which I shall refer relates to the SeLati Railway concession. In 
1890 the Volksraad decided to build a line called the 'Selati 
Hailway/ and resolved that as members desired ttf consult their 
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comiitiieaDLts on the matter, the Gk>Tenuiieiit shoiild be infltmcted 
to piaUith for general mfonnati0n a few monthB before the 
fflinnJTig sessioii the draft appiioatioin received from certaiii 
qqpilioaatB for the building of the UnBj and the draft oontraot 
already agreed upon between the Gbvenmient and auoh applioanta. 
Immediatelj after the session there was published in iiie Stoats 
CfamrafU a draft oonoession in &Tonr of one Yorster, then a 
member of the First Baad, and one Stephenson, an illiterate 
carpenter. At the ensuing session of the Baad the draft 
conoession was referred to a Committee for revision and report, 
and was subsequently confirmed. 

It afterwards became known that during the recess Yorster 
had imported a number of carriages, and presented them to 
different members of the Baad. This matter was discussed at 
the Yolksraad, and the President defended'Yorster's action, saying 
that he saw no harm in members receiving such presents. 

In its issue of 5th December, 1893, the newspaper Land en 
Vdk oharges A.. D. W. Wolmarans, a member of the Yolksraad^ 
witli having been induced to vote for this concession by the gift 
of a gold watch of the value of £75 ; it calls Wolmarans a liar 
and a dishonour to his country, and challenges him to a public 
contest. No legal proceedings have been taken. In the same 
article Yorster is practically called a thief, and in the same 
paper he is charged with corruption. Yorster was then seeking 
re-election, and La$id en Volk pledged itself that he should not get 
re-elected until he answered the Yolksraad charges made against 
him. Yorster has brought no action, and was until recently a 
member of the Yolksraad. The Selati Railway Concession was 
afterwards inquired into by a Commission of the Yolksraad, when 
the following points were brought out : — 

The Gbvjeomment guaranteed the principal of both the share 
and debenture issue of the Company formed to construct 
^e line, and interest thereon at the rate of 4 per cent, per 
annum. The Share Capital is £500,000. The Debenturea 
amount nominally to £1,600,000. The first issue of 
Debentures was £500,000, but the Company only 
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reoeiyed £350,000, for by the eontraot the i 
were permitted to aooount for the DebentnreB at £70, 
whereas they issaed them at £77, thus pooketing the 
difference of £75,000. The aeoond iasue of £1,000,000 
nominal was placed at £98| (at a time when the preTioiia 
issue stood at £97 in the market) and the Oompany were 
only credited with £86 on each Debenture, the con- 
cessionaires netting the difforence. 
It was found, on examining the accounts, that £10,000 had 
been paid to Yorster and Stephenson for getting the 
concession, and a sum of £32,881 appeared as cost of 
flotation. The only explanation the Cononittee could get 
of this last amoimt was that one person had £6000 for 
study and travelling expenses, and another £2000. The 
balance was not accounted for. 
The concession provided that the line should be built for 
£9600 ])er mile, or as much less as the construction might 
cost. The railway company, apparently without calling 
for tenders, entered into an agreement with one Wamant 
(said to be the solicitor to the Company) to build and 
equip the Line for £9600 per mile, the maximum sum 
allowed by the concession. Immediately afterwards 
Wamant sublet the contract to a responsible firm of 
railway contractors, Westwood & Winby, for £7002 per 
mile. The Company — and consequently the Gk>vemment^ 
who are responsible for principal and interest — ^were thus 
defrauded of a sum of £2598 per mile on a length of 
about two hundred miles. 
Mr. Jeppe, a member of the Committee, explained to the 
Bead that after the contract with Wamant was concluded the 
Directorate had practically found themselves penniless, having 
made no provision for the cost of administration during the 
construction of the line. Wamant was applied to for the 
necessary funds and refused them, but he agreed to advance the 
Company £100,000 on condition tiiat the Directors would assist 
in concealing the nature of the transaction. 
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The line 18 not yet oompletedy and meanwliile the Qoyemment 
ia liable for 4 per oent. interast on £2,000,000, or £80,000 per 
4miinin. 

Aa an inatanoe of the incapaoity of Qoyemment offioiala it 
may be noted that the contractors, to ayoid the fly and fever 
l)elt^ propoeed a deyiation at a certain part of the line, and their 
plans were sobmitted to and confirmed by the Railway Oom- 
miaaioner, Mr. J. 8. Smit (a gentleman in receipt of a salary of 
£1000 a year). After 25 kilometres of this deyiation had been 
Hxxmpleted, Mr. Smit stopped the constmction and ordered the 
line to be taken np and constructed as originally proposed, aa he 
bad approved the plans in ignoranca 

Another Case. — J. & Smit^ the Landdrost of Pretoria, charges 
the public funds with a sum of about £88,000 alleged to have 
been expended in constructing and repairing certain streets in 
Pretoria. A question arose as to the expenditure, and a 
Oommittee of the Yolksraad was appointed to inquire into it. 
The Oommittee reported that, notwithstanding their repeated 
request, they could only obtain vouchers for about £49,000 of the 
sum said to have been expended. The matter was left at this 
«tage, aa the Yolksraad was about to be prorogued. Next session 
it was again mentioned in the Yolksraad, and on the proposal of 
John Meyer (a bosom friend and great supporter of the President), 
it was resolved that the question should be considered aa dosed. 
Ifothing further has been heard of this case. 

Again, a couple of years ago an amount appeared on the 
«stiniates^ amounting to several thousands of pounds, as the cost 
of a Commission on which Mr. Wolmarans, a member of the 
Government, was engaged. No such Commission had been 
authorised by the Yolksraad, nor was any report of any such 
Commission produced, and when one of the Progressive members 
<d the Yolksraad insisted upon an explanation and upon pro- 
duction at least of the Commissioners' labours, the President 
angrily refused the request^ and, so far as I know, the matter has 
sot been cleared np to this day. 

Here ia a Oaae afeetmg the Public Service. — N. J. Smit, who is 
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a MIL of General Smit (a member of the Govemment at die txme), 
was the Minmg GommiflBioiier at Emgersdoip. Going on IeaT» 
lor a week, he aaked one Biooard to act lor him and take over th» 
offieud fonda. Biooard on doing ao lonnd among the eaih Smifa 
eheqne for £160. He presented the cheque for payment, and it 
waa diflhonoured. Smit remained away for aome months without 
karoi and then returned. In the meantime he had been oharged 
both by Lani m VoBk and by an Knglish newspaper with thefL 
Qm his return he was fined by the Gbremment £25 for being 
abeent without leave, and was reinstated into the Service. No 
notice was taken of the charge that had been made against him. 
La$ul en Volk has repeatedly oharged him with this theft^ and 
tenned him the 'unpumahed thief,' but he haa never brought any 
aotion, and ia now the Mining Oommisaioner of Elerkadorp. 

The Stiemene Caee. — OneH. Stiemena i^yplied to the Govern* 
ment for a pension, which waa refused. Thereupon hisson, W. J. 
Stiemens (then Acting Miniater of Mines) and his son-in-law IL G. 
Ockerse ('Besponaible Olerk' in the Johannesburg Office of the 
Mining Conmussioner), persuaded him to apply to the Gbvemment 
for a Leaae of a certain piece of land, there being a verbal agree* 
ment that the three ahould divide the proceeda of the land in 
eonaideration of the two officiala promoting the triplication. 
Stiemena, aa an officer in an official capaoily , recommended the 
grant, and after aome delay the Leaae waa given. It waa after- 
warda aold, and realiaed between £2000 and £3000. H. Stiemena 
died, and another acm-in-law, Zeiler, then claimed that he waa a 
party to the contract for dividing the apoila, and implied to the 
Court to dedare him entitled to one-fourth of the proceeda of the 
land. W. J. Stiemena and Ookerae both admitted in the witneaa- 
box that they had made the compact^ but denied that Zeiler waa a 
party to it, and aaid that they, in fear of the conaequenoea^ had 
foregone their daim. During the hearing of the caae the 
Landdroat of Pretoria, 0. E. Schutte, admitted in the witncaa 
box that he had received £300 for 'furthering' the application. 

The Gk>vemment haa never taken any steps against thoae 
officiala, who atill remain at their poata. 
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(See Beport of trial in Prehria Preu of 9th November, 1896 ; 
leader in TranmuU Advertiser, 8ih Norember, 1895 ; report and 
leader in Land en Volk of 14th November, 1895 ; and artiole 
^—reproducing one from a Natal paper— of 28th November, 1895.) 

T%e Stand Bcamial.—Ia 1893 a sale of Stands or building plots 
in Johannesbarg took place nnder circomstances which gave rise 
to mnoh dissatiflfaction, and led to the appointment of aCommittee 
-of theVolksraad to investigate facts. The report of the Oommittee 
IS given at page 894 of the Minutes of the Yolksraad for 1898* 
It was found that three-f our&s of the stands had been awarded to 
officials or members of the Yolksraad ; that this was contrary to 
iihe law, as some at least of the officials were not resident at 
Johannesburg ; that the issue of the stands had been so manipu- 
lated as virtually to exclude the general public from the chance of 
upplioation or competition ; that stands had been sold to various 
individuals privately ; that the prices that were given were far 
l)elow current market value ; and that the revenue had sufiered to 
the extent of £30,000 by the transaction. The report concluded 
with the statement that the C!ommittee made no recommendation 
•or ocmment^ as their functions were restricted to ascertaining the 
facts. 

A debate on the report took place in the Yolksraad, ii| the 
'bourse of which the President declared that in a country where 
there was no pension system officials should not be debarred from 
making a little profit, save, of course, the men who were actually 
charged with the issue of the stands ; and a resolution was finally 
passed by the Yolksraad thanking the Oommittee for its labours 
^md for putting the Raad in a position to declare that no irregu- 
larity had taken place and that there was no ' Stands Scandal ' — 
4dthough tike evidence and report revealed the gravest abuses. 

In the following year a petition was presented praying the 
VolkBraad to dismiss all the officials concerned in the 'Stands 
4Gk»ndal,' but the Yolksraad refused to entertain it. The 
President not only made the startling proposition that an official 
should be allowed to make money by speculating with public 
p roper ty, but he actually stated to the Ydksraad, in the course 
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of a debate, that the stands might have been granted to the puUia 
under the Gold Law without payment, and that^ therefore, tlie- 
revenue had aotoally profited to the extent of the amount reoeiyed,. 
ignoring the fact that the Oovemment was entitled to sell the- 
stands and might have sold them by public auction for £80,000 
more than had been reoeived — this excess haTing gone into the- 
pockets of the officials who had manipulated the transaction. 
The next case concerns the President himseUL 
Shortly after President Eruger had gone to Colesburg, in the- 
Cape Colony, to meet Sir Henry Loch in conference, the news- 
paper Land en Volk made a statement to the effect that the 
President had taken payment of a sum of money for travelling- 
expenses calculated upon the usual trayeiling allowance of so 
much per diem, as if he had travelled from Pretoria to Colesburg* 
by cart. As a matter of &ct he had travelled l^ railway, and at 
all events paid nothing for his fare. 

The President prosecuted Mr. Marais, the Editor of the news* 
paper, criminally for liheL Mands defended the action. The- 
President did not give evidence. Mands led evidence, which, 
speaking from memory, showed that the vouchers for the pay- 
ment, and a cheque for the amount in fovour of Mr. Eruger, were^ 
all prepared in the Treasury Offices, though the money had not 
actually been handed over to the President. It was alleged that 
the President knew nothing about this, though he did not go into^ 
the witness-box to prove it. 

The Landdrost acquitted Marais. 

Afterwards in a leading article in Land m Volk of Sid. 
October, 1896, the following passage occurs: — 

* EUb Honour says that when a newspaper points out to him. 
where he is wrong, then he rectifies what iswrong. AgainA 
EUs Honour has forgotten. Land en Volk once accused him 
of having taken money out of the Treasury on false 
accounts. His Honour felt himself so deeply injured, 
that he caused the Editor of La$hd en Volk to be arrested' 
and prosecuted criminally. And what was the result P* 
His own Landdrost (and former member of his eleotion.. 
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oonmiittee) gave judgment that what Land en VoOc had 
written was the trutiL There could thus have been no 
doubt that a newspaper had sho¥m His Honour where he 
had acted wrongly, and did he then make everything 
right P Oh, no. His Honour has to this day not paid 
that money back. Now when a man takes money that is 
not due to him there may possible be an explanation, but 
when a man keeps money that is not due to him, knowing 
that he had obtained that money in an illegal manner, 
there is only one name for the offence, and that name is 
applicable in the case of the President and the &lse 
accounts. 
The Wire Case (a couple of years ago). 

J. W. Eoch, formerly Landdrost of Potche&troom, was ap- 
pointed a member of the Executiye. Land en Volk charged 
him publicly with haying stolen a large quantity of 
Gk>yemment wire and used it to fence his farm. The 
charge was repeatedly made in this paper, until eyentually 
the Goyemment, being forced to take some action, sent a 
flpedal Commissioner (De Beer) to inquire. There was 
evidence that wire had been taken, but the State Attorney 
considered it insufficient to send to a jury. It appeared 
that a Mr. Thom (a Hollander who had succeeded Eoch as 
Landdrost of Potchef stroom) and an official named Debs^ 
had appropriated Government wire. Lostead of punishing 
these men the Gk>vemment accepted cheques which they 
tendered after the exposure for the amount of the wire 
taken, and they are still in office. 

Eoch threatened to sue Land en Volk for libel. Land en Volk 
stood its ground and complained bitterly of the method of 
investigation that had been followed. Eoch has never taken 
proceedings, and remains a member of the Gk>vemment. 

Caeee in tffhteh F. Ehff ii concerned. — ^He is the son-in-law of 
Plresident Eruger, and was his private secretary. 

(a) Some five years ago Eloff obtained a concession for the sole 
right to bring water from certain springs on the Yaal 
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BiTer to Jolumnesbiirg ; the ooncessioii was to lapse iiiile» 
carried out within two yean. Nothing was done under it 
for three years, when Bamato, who was then interested in 
the scheme for constmcting waterworks at Johannesburgy 
heard of the concesdon, and approached Eloff on the 
aabjeot. On examining the concession he found that, for 
the reason giyen aboTe, it had lapsed. Eloff undertook to 
get it revived, and transferred it to Bamato for £2000 
cash and £18,000 to be paid in the event of the work being 
carried out. The Executive Council, with this contract 
before them, revived the concession and sanctioned the 
transfer to Bamato. 

(b) Six or eight years ago the Government proclaimed all 
Government lands in Elerksdorp open to prospectors. 
Within the last three years thousands of claims have been 
pegged out and the licenses paid. On the face of the 
licenses there was nothing to show whether they were 
prospectors' or diggers' licenses, each being renewed 
monthly, but the difference being that the former are 
only renewable for six months, while the latter are re- 
newable indefinitely. As far more than six months had 
elapsed these licenses were treated on all hands as diggers' 
licenses. They were transferred for valuable consideration ; 
the transfers were registered in the Government books^ 
and transfer duty paid. Suddenly the GOvemment refused 
to grant further licenses (t.^., to renew the licenses already 
existing), and thus the titles of the holders were confiscated. 
The land was then granted to the Dutch Bef ormed Ohuroh, 
and almost immediately afterwards sold by it to F. Eloff. 

{c) Braamfontein is a farm on Government land adjoining 
Johannesburg. About 1887 or 1888 this land was pro- 
claimed a goldfield. Subsequently a Proclamation was 
issued declaring it no longer open as a goldfield (there are 
no gold-bearing reefs on it), and thereafter a portion was 
acquired for a sporting dub, and another porticm for an 
Agricultural Society. On the latter some £10,000 
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gpent in ImildingBy fta, the money being oontribnted in 
equal shares by the Goyenunent and the TJitlandara. 
Sobseqnently the Mining Commissioner disoovered some 
flaw in the Proclamation closing the gronnd, and mrote 
oonfidentially to Pretoria^ pointing out the flaw and urging 
the ExecutiTe to take immediate steps to remedy the defeet 
and secure the titles of the existing occupants. Within a 
few days of his lettoTi ElofE came over from Pretoria^ 
pegged out the whole of the ground, and claimed^ under 
the original Proclamation^ to be the first occupant. The 
Mining Oommissioner protested strongly, and Elofi went 
to the High Court to get a declaration that he was entitled 
to the land. I do not remember the result. 
The class of things above described has not ceased, but during 
the last twelye months the following things have happened >^ 

(a) A public square in Johannesburg which the Sanitaiy 
Board thought was vested in it, in trust for the publie, 
has been granted to a Syndicate which includes several 
persons very near to the President's person, and this 
Syndicate will undoubtedly make an enormous profit out 
of the transaction. 

(b) There have been two cases in which prominent officials in 
Johannesburg have obtained grants of Government land 
in or near Johannesburg, under circumstances which 
require eiqplanation. 

(jt) An attack was made upon the titles of a large number of 
companies. These tities represented a value of millions. 
Odond Ferreira and others were arrested and prosecuted 
before a judge and jury for contravening a section of the 
gold law which makes it criminal for persons to peg off 
tibie property of other people indicated by beacons. This 
proceeding caused great uneamnesw on the London Stook 
Exchange. The result of the trial has just been made 
known : the accused have been acquitted upon the ground 
that they acted upon information given to them by the 
Minister of Mines. 
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Among minor offioials there Iiave, as was inevitable^ been the- 
giBTest abuses. 

Take another ease: — ^A Mr. Eodhwas Magistrate of tb» 
district of Ghristiana, and as sneh Head of the local police. The 
newspaper called Lcmd m Volk charged Eodh witili being nnfit to 
be a magistrate and head of a district, alleging that he had sent 
a monnted policeman on a long patrol, and in his absence had 
been gnilty of improper conduct with the policeman's wife. The 
burghers' sentiment was aroused by this statement and Eoch was- 
called upon to dear his character. He instituted an action against 
the editor, who pleaded justification and was -victorious, though 
Eodh denied the charge on oath. Eoch was thereupon yeiy 
properly dismissed from the Gh>vemment servica Indeed, the 
Gh)vemment would not have been able at that time to have 
avoided this dismissal because the moral sense of the Dutch 
community had been shocked. This happened three or four 
,jBBTB ago. 

Last year Mr. Eoch was again admitted to the Government 
service in a new office created at Johannesburg, namdy that of 
Issuer of Passes, and he is now in. receipt of a salary of £700 a 
year. Mr. Eoch is brother of J. H. Eodh, a member of Mr. Eruger^a 
Ghyvemment. Men who dare to call attention to things of thissort 
are labelled with a stereotyped title of ' rebels,' and are charged 
with seeking to undermine the * independence of the country.' 

Upon the subject of native afihirs I adhere to what I put 
forth in the statement issued by me in December, 1896, to which 
I have already referred : — 

Native labour costs the Mining Oompanies an average of £8 
per montili, besides food; and when it is considered that this- 
labour is absolutely unskilled, and that most of the natives have 
to be taught upon their arrival on the mines the use of a pick 
and shovel, it will be seen how heavy the drain on the mining 
industry is. Nothing effective has been done by the Government 
to facilitate the draft of native labourers from the distant districts 
in the BepuUio to the mines. A state of things even existed 
which frightened labourers from coming to the mines, as many 
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were robbed of their eamings when they returned after a period 
of eeryioe to their kraals. The natiye has not mnoh chance of 
sympathy from the Oovernmenti and he knows it welL He is> 
fined heaTily or flogged on yery little provocation, and generally 
the authorities are down on him. It is a fondamental principle 
of the constitatiGn that there is no equality in Church or State 
between whites and blacks, and the native is not permitted Uy 
eontraot marriage according to OhristiaiL rites. He may not hold 
land, and must live in locations set apart for him by the Goyem* 
mentb What the attitude of the Government is as between the 
Boer and tilie native is shown unmistakably by the President in 
the case of Ttanbman v. Meyer, and April v. Prinsloo. In the 
ease of Bachman, an Indian of high caste who was flogged by a 
Field-Comet unmeroifally for the trivial ofEence of searching^ 
for a lost horse on the property of the Fidd-Comet's brother,. 
Baohman brought an action against Meyer before Judge Jorrisen, 
who was one of the Hollander Judges on the Bench, and Judge 
Jorrisen awarded either £60 or £75 damages, and ordered Meyer 
to pay the costs of the action. The Government paid the costs- 
out of the public funds. 

In April's case a native in the Supreme Court obtained 
judgment against a Field-Comet for damages and costs for brutal 
ill-treatment The Bench conmiented most strongly upon the 
oonduct of the defendant. President Eroger paid ike costs and 
damages out of the public funds, saying that, notwithstanding 
what the Court had said, he deemed ^t the defendant had acted 
properly. There can be no question that the natives have beea 
treated badly by subordinate officials of the Gh>vemment, and I 
have myself seen affidavits which show systematic ill-treatment 
and oppression by a certain native official in the North, and I 
know that the Oovemment did everything in its power to shield 
the official in question, and to baffle inquiry. Before the Higher 
Oourts the native could obtain justice, but it is rarely that he 
oonld afford to seek the remedy, even if he knew how to set 
about it Difficulties have been placed in the way of natives 
coming from across the border, and the Bailway Companies have 
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^bsferuoted them in fhe matter of oonTeying them to the i 
Without labouring the point, I may aay that genevalfy tlie 
€k>T«rnment has not aasifited the mining industry in the matter 
of natiTe labour, nor has its policy been oondnoiTe to tilie natiTD 
beooming a steady labourer. 

I may add here that owing to varions inflnenoes the sale d 
liquor to natives employed on the mines has been allowed practi- 
eally without restriction, at all events up to a very reoent date^ to 
the great detriment of the mining industry, and the disturbaaee 
<d publio order. Great laxity in the matter of granting lioenaes 
smd an utter absenoe of efficient polioe oontrol enabled natives to 
obtain as much alcohol as they pleased. The result was that at 
times many places were turned into a pandemonium owing to 
fights; riots and murders and various disorders were frequent^ 
while the companies were heavy losers in the matter of laboor 
for which they were pajring. The evil was so great that it has 
been stated by responsible managers of companies that they wen 
losing two-sevenths of the labour for which they paid. 

In justice to the Gk)vemment it must be added that it u 
reported that stringent measures have now been taken for the 
'prohibition of the sale of drinks to natives. It remains to be 
seen how these measures will be administered. 

Before concluding, I wish to add a few remarks on tibe snbjeet 
of recent legislation concerning aliens under the liberty of the 
Press, in order to remove the impression which exists that these 
new laws are the result of disturbances last year. As a fact^ the 
Yolksraad endeavoured to curtail the freedom of the Press l^ an 
Act passed in 1894, and its intention was only defeated by a 
decision of the High Court, which declared that owing to bad 
draughtsmanship the most obnoxious clause in the Actwasior 
operative. The Aliens' Expulsion Law originated thus : — ^In 1884 
the Volksitem (the HdUander organ I have mentioned) puUished 
a draft Act, in which it suggests it should be passed in terms and 
spirit almost identical with the Act now on the statute-book. 
In 1896, petitions, principally from the district of Bustenbozj^ 
which is the President's own district, were presented to Ae 
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Tdkiraad praying that the laws relating to sedition might 1i» 
made more stringent. These petitions were, as is nsoal, referred 
to a Memorial Committee who reported against the prayer, saying 
that the existing laws were stringent enough. Notwithstanding 
ifajfly Mr. Wohnarans nrged the granting of the prayer, stating 
opeioly that what was wanted was to vest in the Govemment the 
power, withoat reference to the Courts, to pat men oyer the 
border. A motion confirming the necessity for such a law waa 
aoooidingly passed by a majority in the middle of 1896, and th» 
Qovemment was instmoted to bring up a Bill, as it did in 1896. 

In 1894 a law had been passed eartailing the right of public: 
meeting, and notices were stuck up in the Public Offices in 
Johannesburg directing the attention of the public in general,, 
and of Johannesburg in particular, in Uook letters, to the pro- 
yiskmsof the Act 

The Immigraticm Law, passed in 1896, was diseussed in the 
session of 1896, and, under the pretext of stopping pauper 
immigration, a law is now in force compelling Englishmen to 
cany passes, like Natives. It is difficult to over-estimate the 
possible consequences of this Act. It is calculated absolutely to 
destroy the prestige of Englishmen in the minds of the Natives, 
and this may lead to very grave resolta 

I have endeavoured in the above statement, although it ia 
somewhat prolix, to state as briefly as I could the condition in. 
whi«di the TJitlanders found themselves in 1896. They consti- 
tated the majority of the inhabitants of the State in mere point 
of numbers, a majority which was constantly increasing. They 
represented almost all the intelligence, the education, the wealthy 
and the industry of the State, and were possessed of by far the 
greater and more valuable part of the property in the country, 
and oarried on almost exclusively the business of commerce and 
mining. They were dominated by a small and selfish clique of 
Boeis, who in their turn were under the influence of HoUandera 
and ioceign corporations not only bitterly hostile to England 
and all things English, but manifestly imbued with the desire 
to make the position of the alien more and more intolerable^ 
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The Hollandera were in control of all iihe important offioes of 
the State, and of its railways, and were thus in a position to 
hamper trade and burden the industry of the TJitianders at ererj 
turn, while the Boer population were too timorous, or too 
ignorant^ or too indolent to interfere, and apparently callous to 
what was going on, so long as their own pockets and their own 
interests were not touched. The methods of legislation and 
administration were such that no one could tell when worse 
would happen. The TJitlanders were burdened by oppressiTe 
iazation &r beyond the legitimate needs of the State, while they 
had to look on helplessly at the scandalous waste of pnUic 
moneya At eyery turn they were oppressed by concessions, 
elighted and scorned when they attempted to obtain the com- 
monest redress iu such matters as education and police protection. 
They looked with alarm at the insecurity of the administration of 
justice, and at the constant attacks which were made upon the 
origioal constitution of the country. They saw that it was the 
^ed intention of the Executive and of the Hollanders, in whose 
hands all power was reaUy becoming concentrated, to persevere 
in the policy of suppressing everything that was consonant to 
British ideas of liberty and justice, and of substituting Oonti- 
nental methods and principles at every turn. Their chief 
industries were at the mercy of the unsympathetiD Boers that 
ruled the State, and they had no voice, and no hope of getting a 
voice, in the management of their own affairs or the protection 
<d their vital interests. They were weary of attempting to 
obtain reform by constitutional methods, and found that the only 
juiBwer on the part of the Government and the Legislature to 
their appeals for justice was to spend more and more of the taxes 
wrung from them in the purchase of arms with which to overawe 
-tiiem, and the open statement that if they wanted their rights 
ihey would have to fight for them. The thousands of people 
who had come to the country to stay and who were suffering 
-under these grievances saw no hope of improvement, no chance of 
redress, but lived rather in the constant fear that worse still 
would befall theuL The TJitlanders were stung into revolt, and 
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irhen Jolhaimeslnirg loie, the movement was an honest popular 
morement, brought about by the causes I have desoribed. It is 
true that the movement may have been hastened by the assistanoe 
el oapitalists, but to say that it was provoked or manu&otured by 
eapitalists is wholly to misrepresent the truth. The capitalists 
themselves only joined what had all along been the popular cause 
when tiliey were convinced that force was the only remedy lor a 
eondition of affairs which had become intolerable. If proof were 
needed of the genuineness of the public feeling and the depth of 
the resentment entertained against the Gh>vemment, it is to be 
found in the enthusiasm with which the whole populace of 
Johannesburg and its suburbs rallied to the standard of Reform 
when the disturbances broke out. 
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Thb Holding of Land. 

I WISH to make an additianal statemant in legaid to iib^ 
holding of land in the TranavaaL The statement that tibe 
TJitlanden hold half the land in the Transvaal has been oonunonljr 
aooepted as ooneot, bat there has hitherto been no means of 
getting at the absolute laots. Sinoe my statement was in print I 
haTe had an opportunity of seeing a sommary of what purporto 
to be an official report showing how the land is held in the 
TransvaaL The report is framed by tilie Registrar of Deeds, and 
shows as follows : — 

Farms held by Burghers 6576 

„ ,, Non-resident TJitlanders ... 664 

„ „ Besident TJitlanders 627 

„ „ Companies registered in the 

Transvaal 768 

„ ,, Foreign registered Companies 1087 

8086 

He also states that there are about 3646 farms surveyed and 
unsnrveyed belonging to the Ghivemment. In addition to these 
I believe that I am oorreet in stating that there are large areas of 
Stote land still unsnrveyed, but all the land whidh belongs to the 
Government^ whether surveyed or unsnrveyed, falls out of the 
category of land held under title by individuals. If these figures 
are aooepted as oorreot^ it is shown that the burghers hold 6676, 
while the TJitlandan hold 3036, or a little less than three-eighths 
of tilie total area held under grant. 

But I am infonned on ezoellent authority that this report 
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cannot be aooepted as correct, and that it is nndoubted that the 
TJitlanders do hold at least half of the registered titles to land in 
the eonntry. My informant had a glance at the lists made out, 
and pointed out at once that it was altogether misleading to 
inclnde among the farms held by 'borghers' land held by men 
wbo, although on the Field-Oomets' lists, were ITitlanders, as 
they had no vote. One example : A firm in Pretoria who have 
no vote, who are TJitlanders, but whose names are on the Field- 
Gomets' lists — as, indeed, mine is — are included on the list of 
borghers Holding land. This firm owns a very large amount of 
land, probably 200 farms. I know of other names of men whose 
names are on the lists, but who haye long since left the country 
and cannot be called ' burghers,' whose property — ^probably twenty 
farms each — are included in the burghers' holding. 

The report was unquestionably framed to meet the serious 
arg^ument based on the holding of land. 

The Registrar of Deeds estimates that the land held by the 
burgbers is worth about £3,492,477, but he is able to state that 
the consideration paid for the &rms held by the Uitlanders is 
£6,112,718, or, in other words, assuming that his estimate of the 
cost of the* burghers' farms is correct, and it is certainly not 
likely to be under-estimated, the Uitlanders' land has cost them 
nearly double what the burghers' land has cost, or, in other 
words, the total value of land is somewhat oyer £9,000,000, and 
two-thirds of that sum represents the Uitlanders' land. 

In addition to the land actually registered in the names of 
Uitlanders, they hold a very large number of mineral contracts, 
with rights of purchase, &c., in respect of &rms registered in the 
names of burghers. 

Our contention, of course, is that land held by Government 
is bold in trust for the whole population. We do not accept 
the definition that the State consists only of the enfranchised 
borghers. 

I may add that, without attempting to cast discredit upon the 
Begistrar of Deeds, there is room to doubt whether his estimate of 
the value of the burghers' land is accurate. Practically all the 
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land has been acquired by the borgbers by free grant from the 
State, 80 that subsequent sales only have to be taken into con- 
dderation. A great proportion of the land has changed hands 
from time to time for a mere song, and it is only within the last 
ten or twelve years that any considerable prices have been paid 
for the land, and the big prices have generally been paid by the 
Uitlander. Three and a half millions is a big estimate as the cost 
of the land of burghers, who were up to a comparatively recent 
time in a very impoverished condition. 

I wish also to add, generally, that while the figures I have 
given in my statement are substantially accurate, I do not wish to 
convey the idea that they are in all cases absolutely accurate, 
which is, in the nature of things, impossible. 

Class Taxation. 
Act No. 5 of 1891 provides that a stamp of one penny for 
each £10 or portion of £10 shall be affixed to all receipts and all 
unilateral documents in writing issued by anybody who makes his 
calling the carrying on of trade or business. The creditor is 
liable for the stamp, and a penalty of £5 is imposed for non- 
compliance with the Act, or, in de&ult of payment of a fine, 
imprisonment not exceeding fourteen days. 
Law No. 24 of 1896 provides as follows : — 
' 1. A war tax of one pound (£1) per 100 morgen, or portion 
thereof, on each farm or piece of ground, and of £5 on 
each erf or half erf, or portion of an erf larger than one- 
half, and of £2 10& upon a portion of an erf smaller than 
one-half, shall in case of war or conmiando be leviable 
when the property stands registered in the name of (a) a 
person resident out of the Bepublic, or (b) of a company 
or syndicate (companies or syndicates consisting only of 
burghers on service are excluded), or (e) of a person in 
trust for or as trustee of one of the categories mentioned 
in sub-sections (a) and (b)/ 
As 2509 farms are registered in the names of companies and 
non-resident Uitlanders, this gives the Government power to levy 
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a Tory heavy tax, which does not fall on the Boers, as they do not 
join oompanies or syndioates. 

By Begulation approved by Gh>vemment and published in the 
^hiMeHe of 24th May, 1898, Government Notices 11 and 140 of 
1893, and Government Notice No. 333 of 1893, a special poll tax 
of 10«. from every male resident <»i the Witwatersrand, Boksborg, 
and Kmgersdorp Diggings is imposed for the repression of small* 
pOK. When stress falls upon the Boers they are helped out of 
the public funds ; when stress falls upon the digging population, 
Although the whole of the revenue practically is contributed by 
them, they have to bear special taxation to d^ray the expense of 
«ooping with such things as small-pox, 4x$. 

BvMissioN OF Taxes on Bubohsrs. 

By First Yolksraad resolution dated 27th June, 1892 (Local 
Xiaws, page 613), the Gbvemment is authorised to make inquiry 
through the Field-Comets in the various districts as to the abili^ 
•of people to pay their poll taxes, with the object of acquitting 
poor persons who were in arrear either wholly or in part of the 
4ebt. The sum in arrear represented the poll tax due by about 
ten per cent, of the burgher population. 

Taxation and Obbdibncb to Authoritt. 

On the subject of the impatience of control and taxation, 
nothing could more strongly illustrate the rooted aversion of the 
burgher population to taxation than the attitude they took up 
when the Yolksraad imposed a small toll in the BepubUc They 
refused to pay the tax. In many instances they petitioned 
4igainst it; and generally they made such a stir about it that 
-eventually the tax was removed, being for a considerable time, I 
believe, enforced only round the outskirts of Johannesburg, where 
it was positively oppressive, as a man could not go about his 
business in the outskirts of the town, or take his wife for a drive, 
or go to a racecourse, without having to pay this tolL 

As showing the attitude of the Boer towards constituted 
authority, I may draw attention to the following. There has for 
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years been a dispute between two sections of the Batch Ghnrch 
in the South African BepuUic. Some years ago these two sectioiia 
agreed to unite, cme section agreeing to be incorporated by the 
other, and to hand oyer all its property to that body. In 1893 — 
I believe I am correct about the date — one of these factions 
brought an action to haye it declared by the High Court that the 
union of the Churches and the handing oyer of the property I7 
the plaintiffs in the suit to the defendants had not been legally 
effected. The High Court decided in fayour of the plaintiff, and 
ordered the restitution of the Church property to the plaintiff 
faction. This question stirred the whole Dutch population to its 
core. A puUic meeting was held at Bustenburg, and the most 
violent language was used by speakers advocating resistance to 
the order of the High Court. No less than three resolutions were 
put to the meeting, the practical effect of which would have been 
to commit the meeting, if they had been carried, to resistance to 
constituted authority. The danger was averted temporarily by a 
committee being formed to inquire further into the matter and to 
bring up a report^ and I believe the danger was finally averted by 
the Oovemment agreeing to grant one of the &ctions a sum of 
money out of the public purse. No word was ever said about 
these burghers being 'unfaithful' to the laws of the country. 
Compare this with the attitude of the Government and the 
Yolksraad to the Uitlanders, who were charged with being * un» 
faithful ' because they exercised the only right they had — that of 
respectful petition. 

Abbitrabt AcrnoN of Yolksraad. 

As an instance of the extraordinary attitude taken up by the 
Yolksraad when criticism of its acts was published, I cite the 
following case. The Editor of Land en VoOc published a statement 
which was thought to reflect on the members of the Yolksraad, or 
some of them. The Yolksraad, without any notice to Mr. Marai% 
solemnly debated the publication, and passed a resolution declaiing^ 
that he had made himself guilty of a contravention of a certain 
section of the Press Law, and having declared him guilty they 
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iiiBtnioted the State Attorney to proseoute him, which that official 
steadily refoaed to do, as he was of opinion that there had been 
no farraoh of the law. 

DiSRBOAED OF OoNSTITUTlON. 

Law 14 of 1893, which made the most vital changes in the 
franchise law and constitution, was introduced towards the end of 
the session of that year, without any publication beforehand as 
directed by the Ghx>ndwet, and it was published for the first time 
in the ChneUe of 27th September, 1893, on which day it came into 
force. The Yolksraad on the 8th September, 1893, passed the 
IdUowing resolution (Local Laws, page 871) : ' Article 1341. The 
First Yolksraad, considering the Oommission's report dated the 
tfth inst., with the memorials in connection therewith at present 
tmder discussion, considering the short time still remaining to this 
Baady resolves to put provisionally into force the electoral law 
elucidated and amended try the Oommission and the Government 
antil the Raad has in its ensuing session determined further 
hereon, with this understanding that all elections which may be 
held in the South African BepubUc shall take place according to 
the provisions of this amended law, and the Bead further decides 
to give notice hereof to the first signatories of the different 
memorials.' 

I may add that it is in the power of the Government to admit 
persons to the franchise without their having complied with the 
conditions laid down for the general public, a power which has 
been exercised recently to admit about 800 people, principally 
Hollanders and Germans. 

I am satisfied that many burghers of the South African 
Bepublio were wholly unaware of the vital changes which had 
been brought about without previous notification. I remember 
distinctly a Dutch Field-Oomet — a singularly intelligent man — 
absolutely denying my statement to him that such a law had been 
passed, and from my conversation with another member of tilie 
Yolksraad I was satisfied that he did not understand the nature of 
the changes which had been brought about. Having juggled the 
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kw an to the statute-book in 1898 in this manner, the Gh>Tem* 
ment in 1894 farther amended the law, introdnoing vitally^ 
different principles operating against the Uitlander, and it was- 
confirmed. It is necessary to state that whenever the GoTem- 
ment wish to bring about any particular legislation^ memoriala 
asking for that legislation were promptly f ortiicomingy often only 
signed by a few dozen or a few hundred people. The will of the 
people as interpreted by the Oovemment meant the expressed, 
will of those people who asked what the Gbyemment itself wished, 
fori and the most striking instances are on record of preference 
being given to the wishes expressed by a small number of 
burghers while the wishes of much larger numbers on the same 
subject were disregarded, who having no representation at all and 
no means of securing redress of grievances except by respectful 
petition to the Yolksraad, were stigmatised as 'disloyal' and 
* unfaithful to the laws/ because they dared to petition for the 
alteration of those laws. This was the burden of many speechea- 
made on the franchise petition, the proposition being laid down, 
that to petition for any change in the law was to prove yourself 
disloyal and unfaithful to the State. Upon the debate upon the 
monster petition in 1895, Mr. Lucas Meyer, a leader in the liberal 
party amongst the Boers, pleaded eamestiy against the rejectioa 
of the petition, and proposed that the Yolksraad should instruct 
the Ghnremment to publish a Bill for the amendment of the 
franchise laws, the cent^ point of such Bill being that the 
Uitlander should be entitied, under given conditions, to be 
admitted to full oitisenship after three years' residence. The 
President, in person, stoutiy opposed this, and said that the 
people had over and over again expressed their will on the 
franchise question, notwithstanding the juggling I have above 
described; that they were weary of the subject, and that he 
would not consent to appeal to them for an expression of opinion 
on this important subject. In other words, having got his will 
expressed in statutes passed in disregard of constitutional 
principles, he was not going to risk alteration of those statutes 
by going to the country. The intention to exclude the Uitiander 
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yna nndisgoiBed, and there waa absolutely no hope of reform 
being brought about. 

DisHONBflrrr and Laxttt of Gontbol. 

Defalcations in the public service haye been very frequent. I 
will cite two cases. A man named Linskey, the responsible derk 
in the Mining Office in Johannesburg^ robbed the country of 
thousands of pounds. He was eventually arrested, and the funds 
to his credit in the bank were attached. It was a very flagrant 
oase, but he was pennitted to have £600 out of the funds for the 
purpose of defence. The State Attorney neglected to prosecute 
him within the time prescribed by law, and he escaped justice. 
The comedy was completed by his threatening an action against 
the Oovemment for damages. 

Another case. A young man named GKe, employed in the 
Mining Oommissioner's Office, robbed the office of many thousands 
of pounds. With extraordinary audacity he employed the money 
in the purchase of building lots, the titles of which were registered 
in the yery office he was robbing. In the end it was discovered, 
and he committed suicide. He had only a small salary, and yet 
his acquisition of properties, worth many thousands, went 
unnoticed. 

The check on public moneys was of the loosest character. 
Only recently a young man named Otto, son of a Yolksraad 
member, was indicted for embezzlement of public funds. Two 
juries were dismissed, although the evidence was very clear, as 
ihey could not agree. On dismissing the second jury, the judge 
told them plainly that they had not discharged their duty in 
accordance with their oaths. A third jury was empanelled, and 
the man was found guilty. 

Quite recently, a man named Maherry was indicted for trying 
to bribe two Oovemment officials. He was found guilty, and on 
being asked if he had anything to say before sentence was passed^ 
he commenced a statement to the effect that he had been advised 
by Stoffel Tosen, a member of the Yolksraad, to approach the 
officials in question, and how to set about it. He proceeded to 
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add, that Tomi was to get £10,000 if the oonoeMiaa he waa 
aeekmg had been seooied, when the judge stopped the prinnery 
and sentenced him to six months' imprisonment and £600 fine. 
Oan it be wondered at that the pnblic haye lost all confidence in 
the administration and l^[islatare of the ooontryP 

With reference to the main statement made bjr me on the 
snbject of the attack upon the titles of the Companies^ which is 
now known as the 'Ferreira Baid,' a raid which if soccesBfol, 
would haTe caused damage infinitely greater than the 'material, 
morsl, and intellectnral damage' claimed by the Transvaal, I 
wish to add that the eyidence at the trial of Ferreira proved 
conclusively that fiye sons of the Minister of Mines were members 
cl the Yenture (judicata which committed the raid. Oomment 
is siqwrfluoas. 

PaiNCIPLBS ON WHICH QOLD LaW IS BaSBD. 

It is neoeesaiy in my view to have an idea of the leading 
princijiles of tenure and the rights of the Gh>yemment to gold in 
the Transvaal There is absolutely no reservation of mineral 
rights in any titles of land held in freehold in the TransvaaL 
The registered owner was the owner of everjrthing in the soiL 
In 1885 the most extraordinary Act ever passed by a body of 
landowners was placed on the statute-book. The first danse is 
as follows: — *Hejt mijn- en beschikkingsrecht op aUe edelge- 
ateenten en edele metalen behoort aan den Staat' 

There has never been a judicial interpretation of this provisioQ 
in the sense in which I am speaking. The interpretation I place 
upon it is, that it declares that the right of mining and 
administering mining for all precious stones and precious metals 
belongs to the State. The private regiBtered owner of the land 
was, vqpon proclamation of his farm under this law, dispossessed 
of his control save as hereinafter stated, but the Government 
aoquii«d no dominion in the soil, which remained vested in the 
registered owner. This is dear from the &ct that if the land 
were freed from the operation of the Qold Law, all the owner'a 
rights were revived in full forca The owner had reserved to 
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liimself his homesteAd and cultivated landB, and had the right 
to acquire a mining lease over an area equal to 10 per cent of 
the total area of the land. He also had a pref erent right to peg 
<xS a certain nnmher of claims, and the right to grant permission 
to others to peg off a certain nnmher of pref erent claims. With 
the exception of the areas so reserved, the &rm became upon 
proclamation a public goldfield, upon which every man was 
entitled to peg off a daim. The Oovemment granted him a 
license to do this, and he had the right also to acquire a stand 
for residence or business. The license moneys thus received were 
divided between the Gbvemment and the registered owner of the 
land. The principle is inteUigible enough. The Government 
had to pay for the cost of maintaining order, and received a share 
<xf the licenses for this purpose. The owner was dispossessed of 
his land and received a share of the licenses in compensation. 

This was the view of the law itself taken by the Oovemment, 
as shown from the early administration. Ghradually, however, the 
Oovemment introduced principles into the Oold Law which went 
much further. A clause was introduced vesting the right to the 
surface of proclaimed lands in the Oovemment ; next claims, the 
title of which lapsed by non-payment of license moneys or 
abandonment, and which had always before become open peggable 
ground were by statute declared to revert to the Oovemment and 
were to be sold by it; and here the first principle of selling 
mining rights was introduced. Oradually the idea has grown in 
the minds of the legislators that mines were an asset of the State 
available for sale. This culminated in 1894 and 1895 in the 
proposal to sell the right of minerals under Bewaarplaatsen water 
lights and townships, a proposal which was in 1896 adopted by 
the Baad. The action of the Government and the Legislature in 
T^ard to underground mining rights ever since 1892 — action 
which can be described as vacillating between a desire to benefit 
unscrupulous adventurers and a desire to enrich the State, the 
mining companies in either case being the victims — ^was not 
calculated to produce a profound feeling of confidence in the 
administration. It is needless to point out the fallacy of the 
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statemeat that the Qoveommeiit is veiy magnaxiiiiKms in granting- 
the right to mine to individnala The coorae of affidrs was 
oanally this: before proclamation as a public goldfield an 
individual or individuals secured from the owner the right to 
prospect for gold^ with the contingent right to acquire the owner's 
rights to minerals. He always paid for the right to prospect, and 
the owner generally stipulated for a very large sum of money 
should the contingent right be exercised. When the land was- 
proclaimed^ those who had acquired the mineral rights either sold 
them to persons able to find the capital to equip a mine, or if able 
themselves to do so furnished the capital. Beef mining is very 
costly work, and the proper equipment of a mine requires very^ 
large capital The Boers themselves and the Government neither 
could nor would have furnished this capital. They had not the 
knowledge nor the enterprise nor the money necessary to work 
mines. 

The wealth of the country was therefore developed by the 
Uitlanders, the Oovemment getting a very large share of revenue 
which would never have accrued otherwise. This briefly conveys 
some idea of the true position of things. 

POLICT OP OOVBBNMBNT TOWARDS InDUSTBT. 

As to the policy of the Oovemment in later years, I am 
absolutely satisfied. The President when remonstrated with by 
one of his officials against a proposed act, is reported to have 
said — ^in answer to the official's statement that the act would kill 
the goose that laid the golden eggs — 'We have got the e^;s 
already; let us twist the neck of the goose.' At that time he 
had a surplus of about £200,000 in the Treasury, and a consider^ 
able number of companies at work which would be compelled to 
stick to their enterprises and furnish a considerable revenue. 

At a later stage it was proposed to throw the townlands of 
Pretoria open to the public as a goldfield. The President resisted 
this most strenuously, and amongst other arguments said, almost 
tearfully, that it would result in the establishment of a second 
Johannesburg, and he would have difficulty in finding police to 
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keep them in order. Yet later in a debate upon a motion for the 
importation of diamond drille to prospect Government lands, the 
President opposed stoutly, and openly said — 'There is too muoh 
gM in the country already.' I may point to the significance of 
the statement in Mr. lippert's memorandum, to the effect that 
the President was opposed to increasing the influence of the 
Mining Companies, as he saw in them his political opponents; 
and now it is said that the Ooyemment will place obstacles in the 
way of proclaiming any more private farms as public goldfields. 
Inoidentally it may be pointed out, that reiy great loss will be 
eoeasioned if this policy should be carried out, because private 
individuals and syndicates hold hundreds of mineral contracts in 
regard to unprodaimed land for which they have paid large sums, 
having also spent a large amount of money in prospecting work. 
Full return can only come to these people if the lands being- 
loimd payable were proclaimed. Can it be wondered at that men 
knowing these &cts, and seeing how the cost of living and 
working is artificially raised by the Government, should fear the 
fruition of a policy clearly intended to cripple and restrict the 
mining industry P 

HosTiLiTT TO English. 

All through the policy of the Pretoria Government has been 
dictated by tiie clearest hostility to everything English, and by^ 
the endeavour to create foreign interests which should be used aa 
a buffer between England and the Republic. 

The Netherlands Railway Company is a striking illustration of 
tfiifl^ as is also the Dynamite Concession. 

Oanying out this policy, the President brought about the 
grant of a concession to a German fcnr a National Bank. Prior 
to that date ample banking facilities had been furnished b^ 
ftiglish banks. The President, however, granted to the con* 
eessionaire a concemon for a bank which, under given circmn- 
stm o o S i might prove a great danger to die public. The Bank 
has the power to create and issue notes which are legal tender. 
It also has the power to issue cedulas secured by mortgage bonda 
vpon real estate. It has the monopoly of raising State loans, &o<. 
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The public regard the provisioiiB for the aeourity of the note i 
as wholly nnHatiiiftiotoiy, bat the Bank ia now established firmly, 
4uid is spreading itself all over the country and even into tJbe 
iieighbouring British Colonies. At the same time instmetians 
were given to all public offices not to accept the bank-notes of 
English banks in payment of Gtovemment moneys, although their 
etabiUty was beyond question. A State Mint was also established, 
jani the use of English silver was forbidden in the Bepublic. 

There has been unconcealed hostility against every man who 
was suspected of having any sympathy with England, and this 
hostility has naturally acted as an irritant upon TgngliaTimAn. To 
illustrate this, it is not necessary to do more than to refer to the 
•debates within the last year or two in the Yolksraad on a proposal 
to disqualify all members who had taken the English side during 
the war of 1881. Indeed, I believe I am correct in stating that a 
proposal to this effect was only defeated by fourteen to nine votes 
when it was pointed out that such an act would be a breach of the 
Oonvention, which provides that no man shall suffer disabilities 
^n account of the part that he took in Ihe war. 

The (Government some years ago got the Yolksraad to authorise 
the granting of loans out of the public exchequer to poor Boers; 
no Uitlander participates in this benefit. 

At the present moment I believe the Qovemment is spending 
public funds to compensate the Boers for loss of cattle by the 
rinderpest. 

A couple of years ago the Government^ without authority 
from the Yolksraad, actually advanced out of the Public Treasury 
between £40,000 and £50,000 as working capital for a coal com- 
^pany formed by some private individuals to acquire some coal 
farms on the high veldt. I was told that it was induced to take 
this extraordinary step by the fears of the President being played 
upon, and his being told that if he did not help to establish the 
-oompany English capitalists would get hold of the coalmines^ 
which are on the road to Delagoa Bay, and use them to the 
•detriment of the coimtry. There was a great outcry about what 
was called this coal swindle, and by arrangement between the 
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promoten and the Oovermnent the money was paid back into the 
Treamuy and the matter hnahed np. 

OoNGBfiSIONB Aia> FaCTOBIBS. 

The President is onuy on the subject of haying factories in 
the ooontry, and is always ready to bolster np any application for 
a concession on the gronnd that it is necessary to establish fectories- 
m the conntry^ or at least he uses this argument. 

In the case of the Dynamite Concession^ it is notorious that 
the concessionaizes have &iled to build a &ctory within the time 
prescribed by the concession, and although in the mean time they 
•le allowed to import dynamite free of duty, they have now get 
a long extension of the time within which they are to erect 
the factory. I cannot say what influences have secured this 
eoctension* 

Oyanide has become an important requisite for the recovery 
of gold, and the President has done his best to get a cyanide 
monopoly established. His grasp of political economy may be 
inf en^ from the fact that when remonstrances were addressed te 
him against the establishment of a qranide monopoly, he said he 
wanted a factory. When answered that it would burden the 
wiintug industry, he repUed that when the mining industry was 
exhausted he would have his (^anide factory. A cyanide factory^ 
it was pointed out^ could only employ 200 or 800 hands, while the 
gold industry was the sole support of the State, and employed 
many thousands, and when told that his cyanide factory would be 
useless if there were no more gold, he flew into a passion. 

The present supplyers of cyanide have £ftotories, I believe,, 
principally in Germany. They feared the monopoly being 
granted, and to destroy the President's factory argument they 
actually erected a factory in Pretoria, and are manufacturing* 
a small quantity there at a loss in order to keep the market for 
their European manufactures open, making their profit on these. 
To subh a length did the concession craie run that the country 
very narrowly escaped the granting of a concession called 
a jam and biscuit concession, whioh would have placed a 
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nMmopoly for the supply of bread and jam in ihe handa of it 
conoesBionttire. 

Undbsgbound Mining Bights. 

I am desired to amplify the statement in regard to Bewaar- 
plaataen* Referring to the main statement made by me, I wish 
to make it dear that^ in addition to the oases where oompaniea 
iormerly held Bewaarplaatsen nnder olaim licenses and oon^iirted 
ihem nnder Qovernment pressore, there mm a large nnmber c( 
areas held as water rights and as Bewaarplaatsen whidh had 
never been the subject of mineral titla The law forbade di^ 
ging nnder thesoi but when the legislatore introduced die 
principle that underground mining should be permitted upom 
these areas, the companies naturally contended that they had 
the best right to minerals under the areas, the snrbce of whiok 
was held by them. Moreorer, most of these areas were wedged 
in between their claims, and nobody else could have worked these 
to advantage. If they had been granted to the first ' i^Uoants,' 
these gentry would simply have extorted large sums of moneiy 
from the companies for mineral rights, which, as to most of them, 
they could not utiUse themselves, but which were essential to the 
companies. 

It ia now dear, from documentary evidence which I have 
seen, that there was a widespread conspiracy, in which prominent 
Oovemment officials were concerned, to secure the mineral title as 
it were by stealth* In anticipation of the law, they made appli- 
cations for all the areas which were so hdd by mining oompaniea, 
«nd it is pretty dear from the documentary evidence that Mr. 
lippert, a German, the same gentleman who secured the Dyna- 
mite Concession, had conceived this scheme of enriching himsdf 
by applying for the nmung rights under these areas. He pat in 
Applications, and at his instance the Oovemment introduced a 
<ilause into the Gold Law, which was submitted to the Yolksraad, 
•conferring upon the Government the right to grant these mining 
rights to the first applicants. The documentary evidence I reiar 
to reveals dearly that if the Yolksraad had accepted the Govern- 
xnent proposals, it was practically a foregone conduaion that he 
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and the nffi^^mlf and other harpies would have acquired the whole 
id the mineral rights aforesaid. I am in possession of a copy of 
a Notarial Agreement which shows that three officials, namely^ 
€. R Sohatte, CShief Magistrate of Pretoria, J. S. Smit, Govern* 
ment OomTnisiiioner of Railways, and H. Schoeman, the Com- 
mandant for Pretoria District, as well as Mr. F. A. Ghrobler, who 
is, I beUeye, related to the President, were members of a syndicate 
who were seeking to get these rights. The question of the 
granting of these mineral rights was in suspense, and was the 
subject of intrigue constantly in Pretoria from the year 1892 
to 1896. 

Large sums of money are said to haye been efpent in con^ 
neotum with this intrigue. One development of the business 
was that a party in the Yolksraad started the theory that these 
mineral rights belonged to the State, and should be sold for the 
public benefit, a principle foreign to the Gold Law. Be this as 
it may, the documentary evidence I refer to shows clearly that 
Mr. lippert recognised tiie equities of the mining companies^ for 
in the calmest possible way he made proposals (avowing his 
position and action in the matter) which were in ^ect that H 
the matter were compromised the companies should be entitled 
to 76 per cent., and he and the other group of applicants should 
receive 26 per cent, of the mineral rights. The statements in 
the Memorandum in question do not represent the true position 
in regard to these Bewaarplaatsen, but it is immaterial to discuss 
this. I annex copies of the Memorandum and the Notarial 
Agreement above referred to, and draw special attention to the 
schedules to the latter, as they prove that the parties had 
'applied' for the minerals on sites avowedly held by the com- 
panies. Practically every company on the Band is included. 

The following is an extract from the Memorandum by Mr. 
Lqqpert above mentioned: — *In 1894, when I was obliged to 
leave suddenly for Europe during the Yolksraad session, the 
mineSfe by exorbitant expenditure and by strained agitation, 
obtained a victory by two votes; but when they wanted to 
drive their victory home and get the regulations passed which 
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had been drawn in a hnnyy and which would have settled the 
matter onoe and for all, ^e Yolksraad declined to do bo, the 
'Oovemment and the President haying dedared themselves em- 
phatically against giving the mines any preference over the 
applicants, and maintaining the rights of the first applicants in 
the order of their applicationa Had I been in the Transvaal, the 
resolt would have been a very diflerent one. Now to the present 
position : since I returned from Europe, I have ascertained that 
the Government and the supporters of the President are still of 
the same mind, and there is a strong section that think the 
Oovemment should keep the mining rights as an important asset 
xi its own, on the foundation of which their finance would be 
absolutely secured for the future : the railways would be redeemed, 
Delagoa Bay secured, &o. 

'As yet the President holds out against this action, which is 
partly supported by the Progressive party (such as Esselen, 
Oelliers, and others), but he is determined not to further increase 
the power and influence of the mining companies, in whom he, of 
bourse, sees his political opponents^ and whom he does not want 
to carry such a measure against him in the Yolksraad. Bather, 
therefore, than give it to them, he would give it to those who 
claim the mining rights for the State, and there is not a Boer in 
the Yolksraad who dare refuse assent to such an appeal, if it were 
only for fear of being charged with bribery/ 

Now, up to 1895, the controllers of the companies had studi* 
ously avoided politics, and the statement only confirms the view 
that the Government policy was to restrict the growth of the 
industry* 

Mr. Lippert then avows that he has obtained the control by 
written contract of the interests of the various applicants^ and is 
in a pomtion to effect the compromise which he suggests. 

To show the insincerity and intrigue practised at Pretoria, I 
may state that when the principle of granting underground 
mining rights was adopted in 1892, a notice was published in 
the OoMette calling upon all applicants to send in their applicati<ma 
for mining rights, on the 1st September, 1892. It had been 
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bruited about that the first applicants would get the mimng rights. 
I myself attended on behalf of a very large number of Oompanies 
at die Office of the Minister of Mines in Pretoria on the Ist 
September, pursuant to the notioe, when a most disgraceful scene 
took place. The office door was locked, and men were hustling 
each other and almost fighting with applications in their hands to 
get into the office first The door was opened, and dozens of men 
tombled oyer each other into the office, and deposited into the arms 
of a bewildered official piles of applications. A more monstrous 
method of dealing with public property of enormous value could 
not have been devised even by Pretoria. Shortly afterwards a 
notice appeared in the Chxette to the effect that, pending 
regolations governing the grant of underground mining rights 
being framed, nothing further would be done in regard to the 
applications. It now transpires that Mr. Lippert and the officials, 
and other persons mentioned in the document already referred to, 
had pint in applications beforehand, and that there was a 
conspiracy to treat them as the first applicants, a show of fair play 
being made by the Oovemment notice calling for applications. 
Ever since then Pretoria has been the scene of corrupt 
intrigue on the subject of these mining rights. There was no 
safety in a system where such things were possible. I have dealt 
at length with this question of Bewaaiplaatsen because it is 
typical d what went on in regard to other matters* 
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THE 

NETHERLANDS SOUTH AFRICAN 

COMPANY'S RAILWAY IN 

THE TRANSVAAL. 

Thb following are some salient points in connection with this 
Toilway: — 

In 1884 the Ooveniment granted a concession^ which the Raad 
subseqnently confirmed, to the Nederlandsohe Zuid Afrikaanaohe 
Spoorweg Maatschappij^ to build a line of railway from the 
Portngaese border to Pretoria and all other main lines. 

Lnmediately afterwards Dr. Leyds appeared on the scene, 
being a protege of Beelaerts Ysn BloUand, a Minister of the 
Grown iq Holland. He was first Attomey-Gteneral to the 
Transraal, and is now State Secretary. In 1886 nothing had 
been done by the concessionaire, and the President stated, in 
combating a proposition of a member of the Yolksraad, that the 
concession was dead — * That the money must be obtained through 
a company, and they, the company, feared they would lose their 
money, not knowing the state of a&irs in this country ; thus the 
capital had not been subscribed.' 

In 1888 the value of the goldfields had been demonstrated by 
the Uitlanders, principally Englishmen, machinery haying been 
dragged up by ox-waggon hundreds of miles, and the Yolksraad 
instructed the Gtovemment to see that the company commenced 
the line without delay. 

In June, 1887, the Company was formed with a capital of 
£166,666, being 2000 shares of 1000 guelders, or £83 6«. &f., 
eacL 
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The 2000 ahares were sabsoribed for as follows : — 
Obrhan — 

Berliner HandelsgeseUscliaft 601 shares. 

Warechauer & Go. and a few others 218 „ 



819 „ = 30 votes. 



Dutch — 

Labouchere, Oyens & Co., 394 

RW.G.vandeWallBakeand a few others 187 



681 „ = 76 



99 



South African Bepnblic 600 ,, = 6 „ 

Grand Total ... 2000 „ =112 „ 

This outrageous manipulation of votes speaks for itself. 

The control of the Oompany is vested in the Directors in 
Amsterdam. A Government Commissioner is appointed by the 
South African Republic ostensibly to protect its interests, and 
Beelaerts van BloUand is that Government Commissioner. His 
position has been defined as that of a man having an advisory 
▼oioe. 

A series of loans have from time to time been raised by the 
dompany at very high interest^ the Government of the South 
African Republic being surety for the capital and interest. The 
«hare capital has also been increased, and now — 

The Share Capital is £1,166,666 13 4 

And liability on loans is £6,067,583 6 8 

In addition to this there is now to be raised an additional loan of 
£1,100,000 to pay the cost of doubling the lines. As an instance 
of the method in which the Company has been financed, the 
following is instructive. The Company borrowed £660,000 on 
overdraft, Dutch bankers supplying 53 per cent., and German 
bankers 47 per cent of the sum. These bankers demanded as 
security one million pounds' worth of debentures issued by the 
Oompany, and guaranteed by the Government, and stipulated for 
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the right to take over the aeouriiy at any time during the 
CQirenoy of the overdraft at 6 per oent. leas than the average 
price for eight days on the Oompany'a debentures on the Batdi 
and German Bonrses, and in November, 1892, £1,000,000 of 
five per oent debentures were placed at £96 15s., the Ckmipany 
only receiving £90 16s. The Syndicate therefore made 
£60,000 at the expense of the taxpayer on this one transaction. 
At this time a loan of £2,600,000 had been raised throngh 
Bothschilds for the purpose, inter alia, of paying off the overdraft. 
The money, it is said, was actually in the hands of the Company 
for that purpose. The overdraft should have been paid off, and 
the option to take the debentures over which existed only during 
the currency of the overdraft should have been destroyed This 
was not done. At the same time the debentures representing the 
Bothschild loan, with exactly the same security, were at a 
premium. It is absolutely dear that the whole of thia 
superstructure rested on the mining industry. Until the value of 
that had been demonstrated, the country's credit was worthless 

Before the completion of the Delagoa Bay line a section of 
about forty miles of railway had been built along the line of reef 
tram the Springs Oolliery to Erugersdoip. 

The Company had also acquired from the Government the 
right to collect and to pass into its general revenue all Gustoma 
dues on goods imported viA Delagoa Bay. 

Extortionate charges were made for the transport of 
passengers and goods on the coal line above-mentioned, and it has 
been stated by the numager of the Company that the profits of 
that short section of the line paid the interest on the total coat of 
construction of all their lines. 

It was necessary for the Company, in order to hoodwink the 
Yolksraad, not to aJlow its accounts to show a shortbll of interest^ 
and consequently a claim upon the country under its guarantee* 
They had been charged openly — a charge which has never been 
met — ^with cooking their accounts in order to show fictitious profits 
during the period of construction. Thus it has been shown that 
the Customs dues collected by them figure in their accounts 
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under the heading of traffic reoeipts; seoond, that they charged 
tfaemaelyeB lor carriage of their own materiala and represented 
this as profit. By these devices they were able to keep the 
Yolksraad from inquiring into the real condition of things while 
ihey were completing their hold upon the vitals of the country. 

Mr, Loveday, a member of the Yolksraad, has, to his honour 
he it said, been unremitting in his endeavours to expose the 
character of the Oompany's transactions. Unfortunately he has 
noTer been able successfully to fight against the enormous power 
of the Oompany, backed by the President and Leyds. Leyds was 
for years State Secretary, and at the same time Goveroment 
Oommissioner of Railways in the TransvaaL It has been openly 
stated and never denied that his influence has been consistently 
used in order to promote the interests of his countrymen in 
Holland. It is obvious that imder these conditions the interests 
of the country should suffer. To show how things were done I 
may say that a gentleman vouches for this story : A Yolksraad 
Committee having been appointed to inquire into the transactions 
of the Company, he was present one day in the Committee-room, 
and saw Leyds, Middleburg (Managing Director of the Company) 
and Smit (Railway Commissioner), none of them members of the 
Committee, drawing up the report for the Committee, while the 
bnodic members of the actual Committee discussed cattle and 



As the credit of the country was pledged for the liabilities 
of the Netherlands Company, and they had the power to charge 
exorbitant tariffs when tiie line was completed, it is not to be 
wondered at that the greatest recklessness, if not worse, should 
oocnr in oonstmction. Thus it was shown that a 74-mile section 
<d line ending at Nelspruit cost £23,950 per mile. No compen- 
flation for land had to be given. The coal line above-mentioned 
is said to have cost £20,000 a mile ; while I believe I am correct 
in stating that the Cape Railway through the Orange Free State, 
over country somewhat similar to that traversed by the coal line, 
cost only £6600 per mile. Mr. Loveday has op^y denounced 
what he calls the * swindling and robbery ' which the country 
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was sabjeoted to, and has challenged oontradiotion or refatatioa 
of his statements — a challenge which has never been accepted. 
He describes the Oompany as 'cormpt from the day of its birth, 
established in corruption, and now fostered through deceit and 
corruption — a living lie.' He openly states that hundreds of 
thousands of pounds were lost to the BepuUic on the construction 
account. Among other &cts he exposed (a) that dose upon & 
thousand Hollanders were brought from Holland at the expense 
of the Republic to work a few months on the line, and then to 
be sent back to Holland at the expense of the State, the trutk 
being that the greater part of them were found unfit for the 
purposes for which they were obtained; (b) that earthworks, 
miles in extent, for which £23,500 per mile was paid, yielded 
enormous profits, even under wasteful administration, to the 
original sub-contractors and those under them again; (c) that 
stone was imported firam Europe at enormous cost to build the 
Komati Bridge with, when there was first-class building stone 
in the vicinity, and so on. He shows that a contract was entered 
into with J. 0. van Hattum & Go., of Amsterdam, for the con- 
struction of the first hundred kilometres. He characterises the 
contract * as savouring of fraud and conspiracy, leading the public 
to believe that van Hattam & Ga and the Netherlands Oompany 
were surely one and the same firm.' The line was to be built 
in sections according to specifications mutually agreed upon by 
the engineers of the contracting parties. Should van Hattum 
& Go. not exceed the specified cost mutually agreed upon they 
were to receive 11 per cent, upon the amount of the specification, 
but should they exceed the specification, then the 11 per cent, 
was to be gradually decreased by an arranged sliding scale on 
each 20 per cent, over and above the specification, provided, 
however, that van Hattum & Go. did not exceed the specification 
by more than 100 per cent., in which case the Gompany should 
have the right to cancel the contract. This speaks for itself* 
Mr. Loveday also charges the Gompany with having declared 
dividends out of capital to create a &vourable impression upon 
the Boers and to stifle inquiry while their scheme was proceeding. 
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The O0iioe88i(m was in £aot voided by non-performance of 
oonditionSy but on two oooamonfl the conoessionaireB have obtained 
a new lease of life and even strengthened their position, argu- 
ments being put forward by Leyds, the President invariably 
anpporting him, that the country would be in the gravest danger 
if they borrowed from foreign — for which read English — 
capitalists. 

The Oompany has the power to charge the following rates : 
for first-class passengers, 3d, per mile ; for second-class passengers, 
2iL per mile ; for ordinary goods, 6d. per ton per mile, with & 
minimum of £1 for forwarding ; raw goods, such as coal, earthy 
atone, unsawn wood, Ac., 8dL per ton per mile, with a TninimnTn 
charge of £1 for forwarding. 

It is also shown that in October, 1892, an increase in the share- 
capital of the Oompany was authorised by a resolution passed in 
Holland. Three thousand shares of 1000 guelders were sold to- 
the Transvaal Government at a premium of 10 per cent, and 
paid for as follows: — 

1011 Shares in February, 1892. 
818 Shares 9th July, 1892. 
1091 Shares in August, 1892. 
Thus these shares were bought at a premium by the Govemment, 
and paid for months before their creation. 

The Government has consented to conditions of expropriation 
which are outrageous. As stated by Mr. Loveday, those con- 
ditions are as follows : — ^That the Government can acquire the 
line upon twelve months' notice, provided they pay twenty 
times the average dividend paid to shareholders during the past 
three years, also the full amount of the nominal value of the 
ahaies^ and 1 per cent, for every year the concession would still 
have to run, which is up to tiiie 1st January, 1915. Writing^ 
in 1894, Mr. Loveday showed, that taking a dividend of 3 per 
oent, after pa3nng the interest on share and debenture capital, 
a dividend which has been greatly exceeded since then, the result 
would be that upon expropriation the Government would have 
to pay: 
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To the ahareholden of 8000 4]^ per cent ahares of 1000 goddem 
«ach, £178, for every £100 obligation, and 

To the shareholders of 11,000 6 per oent. shares of 1000 
gaelders each, £198, for every £100 obligation. 

The dividend for last year, 1896, amounted to 10 per oent in 
addition to the guaranteed interest It will thus be seen to what 
an enormous extent, if the present condition of things goes on, 
the emolunents of the disinterested gentlemen on the Continent 
will be inoreased. The oonntry will have to pay them twice 
or thrice the amount apent (wastefully), to say nothing of piddngSy 
or in the alternative submit to Oontinental controL 

The gross revenue for last year was over £8,000,000, and 
their working expenses were, in 1896, 48^ per oent of the grosa 
takings. Their profit for 1895 is estimated at £1,600,000, a sum 
practically equal to the whole of the dividends paid by the mining 
industry with the enormous capital invested in it 

A large section of the Boer population and the whole of the 
commercial population of the country seeing the extraordinary 
position into which the country was drifting, and recognising 
dearly that with the enormous tariffs the Company was permitted to 
charge, and the fact that the lines were complete, it would be able 
to declare very heavy dividends and thus increase the expropri- 
ation price, petitioned the Baad to take over the line at onca It 
was made abundantiy clear that it was an outrage to permit the 
ooncessionaires to double or treble the expropriation price by 
declaring high dividends based on extortionate charges. Proai- 
dent Eruger opposed this, and a submissive Baad rejected the 
memorials, with a result that is obvious. Oontinental capitaliata 
are eating the heart out of the country and do not wish to give 
up such a profitable business. Moreover, the control of the 
Tailway confers enormous power politically upon the holders^ 
and it is all a part of the scheme inaugurated by President 
Ejruger and his advisers to strengthen foreign influences aa 
against English influences, and to give Oontinental peoples the 
right to damour about their vested intereats. The power to 
ooUect Customs dues is given to the Oompany only at the port of 
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entry vid Delagoa Bay. Oostoms form an enormous branch of 
the revenue of the country, the estimates for the last year placing 
them at £1,600,000. It is manifest that the Netherlands Oom- 
pany would derive a princely income from this source if they 
oonld divert the bulk of the trade to Delagoa Bay. In addition 
to this income they would carry the goods over a longer line at 
iheir very heavy tariffs, as their line connecting them with the 
Ciape Colony is only about fifty miles long. It has been the 
steady policy of President Eruger to be connected with a port 
independent of English influence, and I think it is obvious that 
while securing such connection his policy of dealing a deadly 
Idow at the trade through the British Oolonies is being satisfied. 
Nothing could more clearly demonstrate this poUcy than the 
action of the Transvaal Government in endeavouring to dose the 
fords on the Yaal River as avenues for Gape trade. President 
Xruger is said to have induced the Yolksraad to reject the 
expropriation memorials by the argument that the independence 
of the country was involved in this question, and that while the 
railways remained in the hands of the Company he could attain 
^nds of poUcy which he would not be able to do if the railways 
were held by the country. It is of course manifest that the 
"financial control by Dutch and German bankers would cease if a 
State loan, not confined to them, were raised, and the railways 
acquired for the Republic. And it is equally clear that the 
mining industry would be relieved from an intolerable burden 
if the right to levy outrageous charges were destroyed. 

The Boer is too ignorant to understand how the country is 
being sapped; and the TJitlander is powerless to prevent it 
British capital invested in mines has furnished the means and 
opportunity of undermining British influence, and South Africa 
looks on helplessly while disintegrating forces gather strength 
daily. 
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DYNAMITE. 

1. In I88I9 a eonoesflioii was granted to Lippert, ol the 
ezduiiye right to manufaeiure dynamite and other ezpLoaiTea. 
(8$e COaiiseB 1 and 2 of Ooncession.) 

2. lappert was to have 'exdnsive right to trade in the* 
dynamite and other ezplosiyes manu/aetured by him,* (danse 2.) 

8. The machinery and material required for mannfactnriny 
the explosives were to be imported free of duty. But by Ghmso 
5 it is expressly stipulated that Lippert * shall, however, not have- 
the right to import from elsewhere gunpowder, oartridges,. 
dynamite, or other ezplosiyes.' 

4. Clause 3 binds Lippert to ' ereot one or more factories lor 
the manufaeiure of dynamite and other explosives, and to place 
therein all the necessary machinery and appliances required for 
the manufacture of dynamite and other explosives of good qualUy,' 
and, in case this condition is not complied with within one year of 
the date hereof (viz., 81st December, 1887), Government shall 
have the right to declare this agreement cancelled.' 

5. ' Lippert shall, by exhibiting the machinery and appliances 
and the explosives in clause, sulM^lauses 1 and 2 (t.^., gunpowder 
of every sort required for firearms, cannons, and explosive pur- 
poses, and all other kinds of explosives and fireworks manufactured 
therewith beforehand, prove to the satisfaction of the Government 
that he is able to properly manufacture such explosives equal to a 
good quality of the same article, .... and untQ this conditi<m 
is complied with the exclusive right to manufacture such materials 
and the right to trade therein shall not exiat* 

6. Lippert ceded this concessian to a Company called 'The^ 
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South African Explodves Oompanyy Limited,' which was a French. 
Company in which Hollanders had a share. He reserved the^ 
sole agency for the sale. For doing nothing beyond taking orders- 
and deUyering dynamite he got enormous returns. 

It was openly stated that at least one influential person in the 
Transvaal Government had substantial interests in this Company. 

7. The Company never erected the factory, and never manu- 
factured one single ounce of dynamite in tiiie country; conse- 
quently the concession * did not exist.' 

8. Government never enforced the conditions. 

9. The Company imported dynamite from 1888 to 1892, and 
defrauded the Revenue of Customs to an enormous extent. 

10. The concession permitted a charge up to £7 10«. per 
case of 50 lbs., while the price of such a case in Germany is> 
21s. 6d. 

11. Government exercised no supervision over the quality, and. 
loud complaints were made about the dynamite, for which extor- 
tionate charges were being made. 

12. The fraud was exposed in 1892, thus: — ^The Company 
had been importing dynamite under the name of 'Guhr Im- 
pregne ' through Cape ports. The Cape Customs officials seized 
a shipment and demanded duty on it as dynamite. Expert 
inquiry demonstrated that it was dynamite, and duty had to be 
paid. 

This led to a storm in the Transvaal, and an inquiry in 
Pretoria demonstrated that the Company had all along been 
importing dynamite — they had never manufactured it. The 
President's hand was forced, and in the Yolksraad he declared that 
the country had been defrauded. The concession was cancelled. 
I say it never had any force. (See Clause 5.) 

13. The Company should have been sued for the amount of. 
the Customs duty for four years. This was never done. 

14. One of the incidents was that the French Company 
formed by Lippert was, while importing dynamite as described^ 
enjoying benefits denied to English manufacturers, notwithstand- 
ing the Convention* 
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15. The English and GFennan repreientatiTes had made rtrong 
Tepreaentations about this. It was said that the President was 
moyed to cancel the concession: first, because he feared being 
charge with breach of treaty obligations ; and, second, the fraud 
was too palpable and too widely known to be maintained any longer. 

16. The concessionaires demanded arbitration; the Go^^em- 
ment should have refused this, but agreed, and appointed as its 
own arbitrator a man in whom the public had no confidence. 

17. The claim for arbitration was an impudent device to frighten 
legislators into the belief that the country might have to pay 
heavy damages, and to form a basis of ' settlement.' It can be 
shown that the concessionaires about this time admitted, in 
writing, that tney nad 'no hope of indemnity from the Transvaal 
Oovemment' (See letter from the French Company to the 
French Gbvemment, published in the Press.) In 1898 the 
country was amazed by the Yolksraad granting to the Gh>vem- 
ment the monopoly for the trade in dynamite and all other 
explosives, with the right to appoint an ' agent * to exploit the 
monopoly. This monopoly — worse than the old one — ^was granted 
to L. Yorstman, who was beyond question the agent of the old 
Company, and Mr. Lippert secured the same rights under the new 
monopoly as he had under the old. 

During the cotirse of one of the debates Mr. Tosen, a member 
of the Baad, declared himself in ojyposition to the wishes of the 
monopolists. The next day he voted in their favour, announcing 
that the Lord had appeared to him the previous night and shown 
him the right path. He omitted to mention that Mr. Lif^Mrt had 
visited him that night. 

18. There is absolutely no doubt that this new monopoly was 
devised between Mr. Lippert and the Government^ and corre- 
spondence between the French Gk)vemment, the French Consul at 
Pretoria, and the old French Company — ^published in the Press 
newspaper in Pretoria — shows that at the time the President was 
making a great show of anger against the concessionaires he was 
negotiating with them to restore them to their old position. The 
correspondence shows that the parties were exezciBed as to a 
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means of securing the monopoly while appearing to observe* 
foreign treaties. The so-ealled ' CfoTenunent Monopoly/ with the 
agency provision, was the scheme hit upon. When it was carried 
through the pretended daim for damages was quietly dropped. 
It had served its purpose. 

19. By dint of hard fighting the mining industry got the- 
right reserved to import dynamite under permits to be granted by 
the Government. This looks &ir enough, but it turned out 
unsatisfactory. First, the utmost difficulties were placed in the 
way of granting permits ; second, the importer had to pay 7jt per 
cent, ad valorem duty and S^d. a pound. The concessionaire paid 
no duty. The Oovemment got on all dynamite imported through 
the concessionaire 5s. a case, and 20 per cent, of the net profits — 
after large deductions for dividends on the Company's capital. 

On all dynamite imported by others the duty amounted to- 
87s. 6d, a case. This shows what a mockery the provision was. 
The action of the Government in diverting from the Treasury the 
enormous amount of duty, and permitting speculators to pocket 
the profits instead, is plain and significant. The mining industry 
very properly said that if it were just that they should pay sudi 
extortionate prices for dynamite, the Treasury, and not foreign 
harpies, should got the money, as in that case other taxation could 
be reduced. 

20. The mining industry always complained that the Govern- 
ment, in permitting the old concessionaires to charge £7 10«. a 
case, had given them into the hands of extortioners. The latter 
admitted this, because they did not dare to charge more than £5 
a case latterly ; and the new monopoly fixes the price at 96s. for 
dynamite and 107s. 6d. for blasting gelatine. The companies could 
import for 40s. a case if left unrestricted. 

21. Angered at the dishonest imposition on them, the com- 
panies entered into two years' contracts with Nobel's Dynamite 
Trust, the resolt of which was that they secured dynamite at 85s. 
a case, Nobels paying 87s. 6d. duty to the Gtovemment, and the 
companies, while saving 10s. a case, forced the duty into the 
Treaonxy; and the contractors undertook, if the monopolists- 
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lowered the price, to supply down to 40«. a case plus duly. This 
demonstrated that dynamite oould be sold at a profit of 40«. 

Strange Gk)Temmenty that had to be forced by citusens to 
-accept reyenue. Such action is not common. 

32. Lippert thereupon announced that he would sell at 75<., 
the lowest price for which Nobels were bound to deUver being 
77«. 6d. Lippert hoped to secure the whole trade, as the com- 
panies were not bound to buy from NobeL The facts are instruct 
tive as to the fairness of the price, and also as to the action of a 
-Oovemment which could act thus. 

28. One illustration of the effect of this may be permitted. 
The Jumpers Company up to 1893, having spent an enormous 
amount of money in machinery, &c., had extracted in five years 
gold valued at £462,000. Ail that the shareholders got out of 
that was £22,000. At the meeting held in 1898 the chairman 
announced that they were not in a position to pay a dividend. 
His analysis of working out showed that if the dynamite 
monopoly had not existed, they could have paid 8^ per cent, for 
that year. 

24. When the companies made the above-mentioned contracts 
with Nobels, President Kruger became furious, said they were 
traitors, declared he would not have his will thwarted, and 
threatened that when the Yolksraad met again he would take 
-effectual measures to put a stop to it. The fact isthat the Oovem- 
ment had, when the swindle was being concocted, got the Yolks- 
raad to commit to it the power to detenmne at what amount not 
exceeding 9d. per pound the import duty on dynamite shotdd be 
fixed. Under this grossly unconstitutional authority the Govern- 
ment fixed it at 8^(/., plus the 7^ per cent, ad vahrem duty im- 
posed on all goods. The conspirators had clearly thought this 
outrageous impost would have the effect of killing all oppositicffL 
to the monopolist trade, while leaving the Govenunent free to 
say, in answer to any remonstrances on treaty grounds, that the 
law did not allow importations by any one. The President raged 
'because the companies had foimd a means, under hia own law, of 
getting dynamite at a slightly lower price for themselves, while 

142 



UITLANDBRS IN THB TRANSVAAL. 

«tth6flaxiietimeteoiizingtotliepabUotrea8Cuy87«. 6rf^ For 

ihis they were oalled oontomadioiu. Oan anything more iniquitona 
be imagined? 

The President had, by the most speoiona arguments on the 
neoessiiy of being independent of foreigners — ^whioh means the 
English — for munitions of war, secured this rascally and 
Imrdansome impost on dynamite which was used purely as an 
industrial commodity, and yet he was in a rage because they 
were, under his own law, able for a short time to defeat the 
monopolists and benefit the country, without in any way 
interfering with * munitions of war/ Is it necessary to further 
demonstrate the hoUowness, the trickery, and the insincerity 
which characterised the whole of this nefarious business P There 
was no honesty in it. But the godly old Boer did not hesitate 
to stigmatise the companies who were protecting their rights, 
witMn the fotr, and benefiting the revenue, as bodies who were 
opposed to the independence of the country, who did not want 
factories in the country, and who wished to favour English 
trade. 

Let the truth of these statements be tested by the fact, which 
is on record, that the Chamber of Mines offered to erect a 
dynamite factory within two and a half years, to take over the 
powder factory, to submit to joint control with the Government of 
both factories, and to pay to the Goverment 6«. for every case of 
dynamite manufactured and Jiftp per cent, of the profits ; or to 
lend the money required for Ihe erection of the factory at a rate 
•of interest not exceeding five per cent., details of joint control 
to be agreed on. The Government did^'not even acknowledge 
the offer. 

Moreover, representatives of the GFerman and English manu- 
facturers offered to erect a factory without any concession and to 
lodge £100,000 cash in a bank as security for their undertaking. 
This too was disregarded. 

If the President had been single-minded about the fiustory, 
why did he not insist on the old concessionaire erecting itt 
What was he about between 1887 and 1892 P How is it that 
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the present monopoliflts have secnred an eztenaioii of time withm 
which to complete the factory P If the factory were so ewwntial 
to the interests of the burghers, how is it that in 1897, ten years- 
after disooyery of a great eoonomic principle, there is no factory 
complete P — ^the paUic in the meantime being simply robbed. 

How does the Government justify further dealings with people 
who were alleged to have defrauded the country ; and why wero 
those people not sued for the Oustoms' duties which should have- 
been paid on imports between 1888 and 1892 P Why has Mr. 
Wohnarans never taken up the challenge to deny that he wa» 
getting a royalty of 2$. a case P 

And now what has happened P The Government still has to 
import its ammunition. The monopolists are still importing, freo 
of duty, dynamite which can be purchased at 21<. 6^. in Germany^ 
and selling at S5a. 

The German manufacturers have amalgamated with the old 
concessionaires, and eveax the slight benefit which came from 
their competition is destroyed. If any further proof be required 
of the fact that the old concessionaires got the monopoly back 
again, here it is: — ^The monopoly is now held by a Oompany 
with a capital of £460,000, of which £182,600 in £1 shaiea 
were allotted to the old concessionaire Oompany ; 26,000 dbarea 
were allotted to Mr. lippert; 22,600 shares to 'unnamed' 
persons in Pretoria; and 220,000 shares to Nobels, who paU 
up £220,000 as working capital for the Oompany. Further, 
Mr. lippert had reserved to him as agency fees for fifteen years, 
6$. per case. Messrs. Lewis & Markcf, of Pretoria, got 2«. a case 
for fifteen years ; and Mr. Lippert got an additional 2«. a case for 
three years. And, to crownall, the Government advances out of 
the revenue furnished by the Uitlanders half a million of money 
annually to the monopolist, wherewith to exploit the monopoly 
whioh is draining their life-blood. 
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[Copt.] 
JoHAmnsBuna, 18M Jammry, 1895. 

MEMORANDUM 

Be Uhdebuinino Bights, ttndbe vasious kbseevbd 

pukCBs AS Bbwaabplaatssn (dbposttiko sites), 

Watbe Bights and Stands. 

TJndbe the GK>ld Law, the mining under these reserved 
places on proclaimed goldfields was prohibited, and pegging 
off was not allowed np to the year 1891 over them. A certain 
number of the Gk)ld Mining Clompanies, whose area was either 
insufficient for the purpose or whose mill was distant from their 
daims, had obtained from the Government the right to deposit 
their tailings upon the sur&ce of rather extended pieces of 
ground, mostly some distance away from their mining claims, and 
paid for these rights a small fee of 2%. 6d. per month per claim, 
instead of 16«. and JBl per month per claim, paid for mining 
rights. These Bewaarplaatsen were regLstered as such on the 
distinct understanding that no mining was allowed on them or 
under them. They were thus accounted of no value as mining 
properties, nor was there ever any mention made of them as being 
valuable other than as depositing sites in any Company's report to 
their shareholders or in any other way. Before the permission 
to deposit tailings on such sites by the Government became 
generally known, a few Companies had deposited them on areas 
which they had pegged out as mining claims under the reduced 
rates as proepeotors' claims at 6«. The Mining Commissioners 
were then instructed to inform the Companies that they must 
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either pay on these daizns the proper digger's license at 15«., or 
take them out under the regulation of Bewaarplaatsen at the reduced 
rates of 2«. &f . ; with scarcely a single exception the Oompaniee 
abandoned the daims as mining daimsy and accepted them as 
depositing sites, making of their own will this selection, and 
clearly demonstrating thereby that they claimed only surface and 
no mineral rights. I deal with this point explicitly because much 
has been made of the statement that the Oovemment by 
regolations forced the mining companies to giye up their 
mineral rights in exchange for surface rights, and that the then 
Mining Commissioner, Mr. Jan Eloff, had promised them that 
they would always have the preference for mineral rights. 
Against this statement on oath of a man whom the High Gouri 
has several times already declined to beUeve on oath, I have 
absolute documentary eyidenoe, quite independent and incon* 
troYcrtible, and originating from the Companies themselTes that 
the case is actually as already described by me, and that Mr. 
ElofPs statement is entirely an afterthought by a man, whose 
relations to some of the movers on the part of tiie mines is too 
well known. 

It is well known besides that at the time when those claims 
were exchanged for Bewaarplaatsen, absolutely no mineral value 
was attached to them, the ground by which they were surrounded, 
and even much nearer to the outcrop than most of these, being 
considered of no value. The Jumpers Bewaarplaatsen are about 
1720 ft, continued from the outcrop of the Crown Beefs. The 
disproportion of the Bewaarplaatsen to the mining areas of the 
incUvidual mines is glaringly apparent ; for instance, the Jumpers 
held 39 mining claims and 61 Bewaarplaatsen claims ; the Henry 
Nourse 34 of the first and 69 of the second ; the Tribute three 
mining claims and 39 Bewaarplaatsen claims; the Langlaate 
Boyal 15 of the fiirst and 62 of the latter when they applied for 
them, &C. 

Is it credible that all the Companies, so long after they had 
become aware of the Deep Levels, should never have made 
mention of the enormous mining values they held in the 
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Bewaarplaatsem ; and had there been any truth in the statement 
that they had been assured of their pref erent right to them, or if 
at that time they even belieyed they had such a right P As a 
matter of fact, only one or two Companies did exchange their 
mining claims to Bewaarplaatsen, most haying taken ont the 
latter straight away, while on the other hand there is at least one 
Company that dedined to make that change, but preferred to 
pay fall licenses and retain the mineral rights. This one case 
proves anyhow that there was no compulsion on the part of the 
Government. Having disposed of this main and only point upon 
which rests the case of the mining, it will not be necessary to take 
into account the only other arguments brought forward, that the 
mines by their work have proved the mining value of these areas 
and have therefore a pref erent right (this argument applies equally 
to all Eckstein's Deep Levels), and that if the companies do not 
obtain the mineral rights they would be subject to blackmail, and 
the surface rights guaranteed to them would be subject to damage 
and to infringement. 

The further counts were these : — Li January, 1892, 1 conceived 
the idea that these Bewaarplaatsen water rights and other reserved 
places covered great wealth, and I wrote to the Gbvemment 
pointing out that great revenue and increased mining activity 
would result if the Government granted me the mining rights, for 
a great many of which I made formal application. I then pointed 
out to the Qovemment that the companies had never even asked 
for the mineral rights, that the whole spirit of the Gtold Law was 
against any preferent right except to the first applicant, and that 
in ordinary cases I had to go to the Mining Conmussioner, and, 
having first obtained licenses, would be the first to pay, but as 
pegging was prohibited by law, I came with my application to the 
Government and claimed my right as first applicant. 

The Government was willing to support me, but found that 
they could not do so under the existing law. / suggested an 
oUeraHan of the hw, and was requested to propose an amendment of 
the Gold Law^ which I did, and my amendment was Kteralfy adopted 
by the Qovemment and ratified by the VoJksraad in August, 1892. 
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At the various stages through which the matter passed^ my apptteaUm 
vx»s ahoays formally repeated; bat in the meantime it had beoome 
publioy and applieatums for underground mining rights poured in 
from all sidesy also from the mining oompanieSy who tiben fully 
woke up to the enormous value of these neglected areas upon 
which &ey had been sleeping up to then, and from that moment 
up to now the agitation between the first applicants and the 
mining oompanies has never ceased. 

The Gbvenmient always remained firm in favour of the first 
applicants^ whilst in the Yolksraad opinion wavered very much, 
and one year the first applicants, the next the mines, had the 
advantage. In 1893 there was a draw, and the consideration of 
the matter (Article 21 of the Gh>ld Law) was suspended for 
one year. 

In 1894, when I was obUged to leave suddenly for Europe 
during the Yolksraad Session, the mines, by an exorbitant ex- 
penditure and by strained agitation, obtained a victory by two 
votes ; but when they wanted to drive their victory home and get 
the regulations passed which had been drawn in a hurry, and 
which would have settled the matter once and for all, the 
Yolksraad declined to do so, ^ Ghvemment and the President 
hawng emphaticaUy declared the$nselves against giving the mines an^ 
preference over the applicant, and maintiaining the rights ol tbe 
first applicants in the order of their applications. 

Had I been in the Transvaal the result would have been a very 
different one. 

Now to the present position. Since I returned from Europe I 
have ascertained that the Oovemment and the supporters of the 
President are still of the same mind, and there is a strong seotioa 
that think the Government should keep the mining rights as an 
important asset of its own, on the foundation of which their 
finance would be absolutely secured for the future ; the railwayB 
would be redeemed, Delagoa Bay secured, &c. 

As yet the President holds out agaiost this action, which is 
partly supported by the Progressive party (such as Esseleo^ 
Oelliersy and others), but he is determined not to further inereaee 
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the power and influence 6/ the mining eampanies, in wh&m he, of 
eauree, eeee hie poKHeat oppanente, and whom he does iwt want to carty 
each a measure agamti him in the Volkeraad. Eather, theref ore» 
ihan giTB it to them, he would give it to those who claim the 
mining rights for the State, and there is not a Boer in the 
VolkBraad who dare refiuie aasent to euoh an appeal, if it were 
only for feajr of being charged with bribery. 

Haring ascertained this situation, I set myself to work to 
combine the Yarioos interests of the first applicants, and I have 
sncceeded to make an agreement by which I have obtained thd 
abeohxte sole control of these rights, free to deal with them within 
certain limits. These applicants are bound to me in a proper 
notarial agreement drawn by Mr. HulL I%eir appUoatione cover 
the whoh ground, and are registered in the State Mining Department 
as the first appUoamie, and are att men wielding great influence among 
the Boers, 

Before joining me their representatiye was requested by Mr, 
liond Phillips to call upon him to discoss the purchase of their 
daims to these rights (always, of coarse, ezdnsiTe of my prior 
olaima). The meeting resulted in nothing. £70,000 was asked, 
which Mr. Phillips absolntdy i)Ooh-poohed. Thereupon being by 
me enlightened as to the value of their applications, the agreement 
was concluded, and a letter written to Mr. Phillips withdrawing 
all oSerSi and intimating that I have the matter in hand 

I propose a compromise to be entered into by the repre- 
sentatives of the Oompanies whose Bewaarplaatsen are in question 
and me as representative of the applicants — no secret compact but 
an open and honourable compromise by two claimants to property 
in dispute, namely, the applicants to have one-quarter interest, the 
mining companies to have three-quarters interest in those rights. 
Thus tiie mining companies would secure to themselves a free gift 
of several millions sterling without expenditure of money in a some- 
what dangerous way, without severe friction with the Gfovemment and 
a powerful section of the Boers, and would avoid the danger, which 
they themselves recognise as such, of altogether losing these rights, be 
U to the applicants, be it to the State. 
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It is not intended bjr me to compromise lor money, bat for aa 
intereet for many and ob'vioos xeaaonB ; bat tbe interest will be 
easily converted into money by the Companies or by any one 
desiring to do so, 9eei$^ the elan of appKcania, ahoay^ «a need qf 
money f and seeing that the individoal applicants wiU each have 
only a small fraction of an interest in eacb individoal Bewaar* 
plaatsen ; thus, apart from my own considerable interesti most of 
the others can be easily dealt witL 

So for I have only dealt with the claims by the applicants to 
the mining rights under Bewaarplaatsen ; as yoa are aware they 
also daim the rights under macbiTift stands and under water ri^ts. 
With regard to the former, the GoYemmant proposed to give thq 
rigbts to the mines ; with regard to the latter, the Government 
will give the right to the mines for the area actually under the 
water and 100 ft. all round, but no more, the rest of the ri^ts 
going to the applicants. 

However, I am convinced that if the compromise with regard 
to the Bewaarplaatsen is agreed to, the i^iplicants would be 
induced to withdraw from water rights. 

If the eempromiee he agreed to, the manner of getting it ratified by 
the Oovemment must be biftto my judgment. 

(Signed) ED. LIPPEBT. 

I have omitted to state that all applicants guaranteed to 
respect all surface rights of the Uoense-holders and offered 
guarantees to the Government for any damage by undermining. 

KL. 

NoTB. — The italics are mine.^^. L. 
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[Staxpsd.] 

TRANSLATION. 

Bb it hereby made known that on this the 17th day of 
Deoember, 1892, belore Frahcois Fbbdbbigk Zkilbb, of Pretoria^ 
in the Soath African BepubUcy Notary PaUicy by lawful authority 
duly sworn and admitted, and in the presence of the undersigned 
witnesses appeared, Qsbezt Fbiutbobbn and John Ssbbopiu 
pABXBSy acting for themselves and for their Syndicate^ hereafter 
to be called the first appearers, and Solomon Qillinohax, acting 
for himself and his Syndicate, hereafter to be called the second 
^>peareir, who declared to hai^ agreed as follows : — 

Whereas the appealers and their respecttre Syndicates 
have made triplication to the Government under Artide 1 of 
Law No. 18 of 1892, for the underground mining rights 
of the respective areas^ as set forth in the hereunto annexed 
Schedule; 

And Whereas it is desirable in mutusl interest that the said 
parties should not work against each other in the obtaining of 
any of the said areas or rights, now therefore the parties have 
agreed to work in this matter for their mutusl interest, that is to 
iay, that all or any of the said applications in whatever ioame 
made and granted shall be the property' of the parties jointly, 
namely, that each take a half share therein, and any costs, not 
law costs, incurred by one or other party shall be paid by whom 
it has been incurred without recourse upon the other party and 
without its being deducted from the dear half. 

It is further agreed that the contract made and entered into 
between John S. Parkes, G. Ferstegen, and Solomon GtiUingham, 
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dated 12th Deoember, 1892, in regard to Sohweitaer'B Towndup^ 
18 hereby cancelled and annulled. It is farther specially agreed 
that in case any action at law has to be inatitated the parties ahall 
mutnally decide in regard thereto when the coat of anch prooeaa 
ahall be paid in proportion, that ia to say each ayndicate a half. 
It ahall however be free to each party to join in -any anch prooeaa 
to proceed therewith at ita own riak, and the profita obtained from 
any anch action (except compromiaea or jndgmenta by oonaent) 
ahall be the exduaiye property of tha party by whom the action 
haa been carried on. The waiver of the right to ahare in any 
ioch action ahall be committed to writing before audi action ia 
inatitated. 

Tbia done at Pretoria <m the day, month, and year a&reaaidy 
in the preaence of the nnderaigned witneaaea. 

Ab Witneaaea, (8d) P. vak By. {8d.) Q. Fbrstbobn. 

„ D. Lbtbax. „ lows 6. PABxia. 

„ 8. GlLLlirOHAM. 

(8d.) Frahoou F. Zbilbb, 

Jfciarf Public 

Seen and approved. (8d.) J. 8. Smtf. 

„ 0. E. SoHxrrTB. 

„ H. J. SCHOEMAN. 

A true copy oi Hie original ihia day exhibited to me, Johan- 
neaborg, 11th June, 1896. 

(Signed^ W. Yak HvLerrBTN, 

Notary PubKe. 

. Schedule of the aecond appearer : 

1. Application for the nnderground mining righta on or nnder 
Sohweitzer'a Townahip, made by J. 8. Smit, C. E. SekuUe, an4 
H. J. Sehoeman. 

2. Shebai Birthday, Wemmer, Ferreira, Ohimea, Geldflnhaifb 
New Saliabury, City and Suburban, by c/l 8. 8mitandF. A. Orcbhtf 

Schedide of the firat appearera referred to in the foregoing 
notarial deed : 

H. Buakea ^. q, H. Donaldaon ... Ingramaborg. 
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H. Busked q. 
Bo. 



q. A. B. Ohaneie 



Bo. q. q. G. F. Parkes 



Bo. q. q. G« 8. Parkes 



Bo. q. q. A. F. Headerson 



Bo. q. q. W. 0. E. EraamuB 



Bo. q. q. O. Ferstegen 
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V. Biggelen's Township. 

Meyer & Charlton and 
Beznidenville. 

Water right and bewaar- 
plaatsen, Henry Nonrse 
G. M. C, Jnbilee, 
Boyal, Meyer & Charl- 
ton, Jnmpersy Salis- 
buiy, Wolhuter, Wol- 
ingly G. M., and New 
Graham stown. 

Water right and bewaarpL, 
Pioneer G. M. C, Crown 
Beef G. M. C, Height 
and Pritchard, Walter 
and Plantage, Wor- 
cester, Ferreira, Height 
and Pritchard, Bosnian 
Water right, Free Mint 
G. M. 0. 

Schweitzer Township 
water rights, bewaarpL, 
and machine stands. 

The Sinmier & Jack G. M. 
C, G^denhnis G. M. 0., 
G^rge Goch, Amalg. 
Cornet Main Beef 
G. M. C^ for water right 
of 14 claims, water right 
Geldenhuis Stanhope G. 
M. C. (2), (1). 
Northern portion of stands 
Boksbnrg, Prospect 
Township Station site, 
Boksburg Beserve 
Ghround, Yogelf ontem. 
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H. Buflkes q. q. J. D. WeUbaoh... Water rights, bewaittpL, 

machine staiiidfl^ Nigel 
Kxt^ffimon Q. H. 0., 
Maraifl Beef O. M. 0., 
Modderfcmtein Q.M.0^ 
Bietfontein East O.1L0. 

G. Fentegen TownlandB, Pretoria. 

I declare under oath that the above is a true copy and state- 
ment of all applications made by us. 

Sworn before me at Pretoria this 37ih April, 1894. 

(Signed) a E. SOHUTTB, 

Prvtoria, 

2ith December, 1892, 

(Signed) JNO. S. PAHKEa 
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APPENDIX L 

EXTRACT 

From the 'Standard and Diggers* News,' 
AoovsT asKD, 1892. 

JOHANNESBURG'S AGITATION. 

AS AMPHITHEATBE ASSOSMBLY, 

A PBOGBAMME SUBMITTED. 

THOUBANDS APPBOYB IT. 

'GIVE UB OUR EIGHTS.' 

8TIBBING SPEECHES. 

KIGHT OF THE BEEfcTH OF FBEEDCOf. 

THE LEONARDS RUB IT IN. 

'WHAT THE WRTrrOHED DARE.' 

AN mSTORIGAL MEETING. 

TT is from snoh a gaiihering as the Amphitheatxe held witiun 
-*■ its capaoioas walls on Saturday night, that the sise and 
nombers of the Johannesburg of to-day can be grasped. A 
tmly aouI-iTiBpiring scene I Oommodious as the Oolosseam*llke 
flAmotare is, it was packed to its uttermost dimensions with an 
aodienoe of all that is enlightened, influential, and respectable in 
the town. The words ' mass meeting ' conjure up vague thoughts 
of indelioaoies; yet there was nothing approaching aggreasiTeness 
in the manner in which this huge assembly last Saturday gave 
Tent to its grieranoee and its cry for political redress. Mass 
meetings in other climes may take pattern of Johannesburg in 
propriety and dignity of doneanour, even of that 'sensation- 
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yearning' paUio whidh is in part made up of wliat Pretoria 
politieiaQB flonrriloiiAly oharaotorifle as the lowest stratom ol a 
passionate and impnlsiTe sooiety. There was a mmpfon of sus- 
pense and pent-up excitement acoompanying this ready response 
to the recently sounded reveille. During the week speoolatioii 
had been rife as to the nature of the promised 'programme,' there 
was a tinge of mystery surrounding it ; Mr% Jan Meyer was to be 
dished up as an efUrie in the political bill of &re, and Mr. 
Leonard, Q.O., was to be served up with the ' sweets' I There- 
fore long before the appointed hour the yast auditorium was fully 
filled, and as each prominent Pleader for the People appeared, 
the greeting accorded him was such as the Leader of a Party 
might obtain at the hands of his followers. The scene, as viewed 
from the proBcenium, was extremely impressiye and imposing. 
It had something about it of the great theatres of Ancient Ghreece, 
and one's thoughts unoonsciousiy turned to Modem Spain with 
its Alhambras and — bullfights. There was Toreador Tudhope 
and his henchmen intent on morally vanquishing the Boer BuU. 
They would presently rush into the Political Arena and grapple 
with the stubborn aninial, and all the weapons they would use 
would be the justifiable protest of Intdligence and Enlighten- 
ment I A picture that would have been metaphorically complete 
save for the bull, serenely slumbering the sleep of the satisfied, 
miles away at Pretoria, and for the absence of a bright-hued 
costumed bevy of beauty in the boxes, to smile approvingly upon 
the politically disabled matadors. Surrounding the Ohair were to 
be |ound as carefully chosen and representative a gathering of 
Johannesburg's Uitlander population as could be desired. They 
offered as irrefutable a proof of the unanimity of their clamour as 
the most jaundiced giber could demand. Every interest had sent 
a delegate, and the Committee of the newly formed National 
Union embodies essentially fit and proper representatives of 
Johannesburg's intelligence. Amongst those accommodated with 
seato on the stege were Messrs. John Tudhope (Ohair), James 
Hay, W. H. Bogers, Oarl Jeppe, E. Hancock, E. P. Solomon, 
H. Solomon, W. P. Eraser, H. Adler, H. Langermann, E. H. 
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DmuDg, A. H. Beid, H. A. Beid, J. Jeppe, jun. The Law was 
represented by Meflsrs. J. W. Leenard^ Q.O., J. G. Anret, 0. 
Leonard^ and F. 0. Dnmat; Cbmmeroe bjr Messrs. 0. Maloomess^ 
and D. Holt; and the Cloth bjr the Bev. D. W. Drew. The 
'workers andprodnoen' of the land were in fall foroe beyond; as 
indeed was all Johannesburg in that assembly of 3000 men 

The prooeedings were commenced at 8.16, when Mr. Tadhope, 
with the cool, calm, collected complacency of an old Parliamentary 
hand,. opened the meeting in a saccinot speech. The majority of 
the speakers who followed were becomingly nervous, a sensation 
whiok was not smprising, as in all probability none o£ them, save 
Mr. J. W. Leonard, Q.O., had ever addressed so large, so in- 
fluential, and so eager a gathering in their lives before ; and in 
theee oircomstances the serioosness of the aitoation had the efEect 
on the speakers referred to. We have excluded Mr. J. W. 
Leonard, in that that gentleman was a prominent speaker on the 
oocaoion of the huge meeting in Gapetown some years ago, when 
the Empire League was formed, to counteract the then rabid 
Afrikander Bend, which has, however, since toned down, and 
developed into a useful and respected body. 

Statino thx Oasb. 

The Ghairman (Mr. John Tudhope) who on rising was greeted 
with loud applause, said : Oitiaens of Johannesburg, this meeting 
baa been called, as you are all aware, in consequence of a meeting 
held last Saturday night here, when it was thought desirable 
that a further meeting should be held, at which meeting the 
people of Johannesburg should have an opportunity of expressing 
their views upon some of the most important questions of the day. 
(Hear, hear.) At that meeting several speeches were made, 
indicating what might be expected at the next meeting, and we 
have endeavoured, as much as possible, to shadow forth what 
woold be the duties of the CSommittee nominated to work in the 
intervaL The Committee thought a distinct programme should 
be given out before the night of the meeting. A number of 
programmes have been distributed amongst the audience to-night^ 
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from whidh jou will aee we havdiiot been idle in 4be i 
(Applaiuie.) Before I proceed with any obeervofeioiui I would Itke 
to make one or two remarke xegaiding this meetixig^ and wilk fint 
aak you to be as orderly as po(Hible» and q>liflU the deciriona ol 
the ohair. (Hear, hear.) But I do so not beoanie I think fliere 
will be any disorder in this meeting. Judging from the pro- 
ceedings of last Satorday nig^it^— I neyer ittepded a more 
<Hrderly meeting — there was no danger in thia diraotion^ and I 
trust the meeting will be equally orderly Iwro to-night We 
intend to be moderate ; we intend to be firm. In all we do we 
shall appeal only to law and (»der, and oar demanda an so 
reasonable^ and our programme swh a eomprehenaive one^-4t 
excludes no parties — ^that I believe it will be aaoepted by the 
public of Johannesburg and the CbvexmneiLt ci Fkebnia. (Ap- 
plause.) I think the originators of this movement ean daim tlisy 
have correctly gauged the feelings of the public ef Johannesburg, 
when I look around and see dus magnificent meeting. Stl% they 
have only put into shape what has been in &e hearts of aian for 
months past. The subject of our grievanoesy the grio v aaeo a of 
the apparently new population of Johannesborgi has been kt tiie 
mouths of men wherever men have congregated together, and we 
have asked you here to-night to give that private ezpreasian 
public voice. I have been asked what ooeasion thersr ii| what 
exigency there was for calling this meeting ; whether then was 
any special event that led up to it I have replied, not only by 
a special event, but a great many of them. First of all, sb men- 
tioned last Saturday night, we have the attitude of the TdiDBVaad 
towards the people of Johannesburg. I shall only envmerate a 
few of these things in order to justify the proceedings heie to- 
night First, we have the attitude of the Volksraad towards the 
mining industry in the matter of the dynamite question. (Ap- 
plause.) Anodier matter was the neglect of our reasonable 
representations for a licensing Aety to be able to regulate tike drink 
traffic with natives. They objected to have the licensing powers 
removed from a controlling power at Pretoria to use in Johannes- 
burg. Then there was the deputation wlien our representsElives 
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irere treated wifli floom. (6Toaii&) Then the most ixnportaat 
question — We asked that a Oourt of Justioe might be established 
liere ; this was also refused. On another subject a resolution waa 
-taken with regard to our local self-govemmenty and I suppose 
ihat was the last straw that broke the proverbial cameFs badL 
The reply to this was that we would have to be satisfied with the 
general Municipal Act, which applies to the whole country. 
Another resolution was passed reoentlyy by which a large numbe^r 
of the inhabitants were deprived of their votes. By the present 
-resolution of the Yolksraad only burghers of ten years' standing 
will be allowed to vote for the highest office in the land, that of 
Preflddenl Such are the bids of commission. We come now 
to the 

Sms ov Omission. 

First of these stands the neglect of education, and this point 
will be appreciated by all working men, because you have to pay 
41 heavy tax and get hardly any return for it. (Applause.) We 
are not sufficiently protected by the police. How otherwise could 
it be possible that a murder could be committed on a bright moon- 
light night in one of the busiest thoroughfares of Johannesburg, 
and the murderer escape detection P Then look at the mines! 
What protection have the miners against accident and disaster f 
But it is not necessary for me to go further into this question. I 
-think we are amply justified in calling you together to give voice 
^ your many grievances. Now, gentlemen, I have only one or 
two remarks more to make before calling on the next speaker. I 
liave looked through the newspapers of this town to find out how 
they supported this movement, and I think I have the right to 
-expect that the Press would take the matter up warmly and 
heartily. Have they done so f (Voices * No,' and groans.) The 
Star has certainly shone its brightest light upon the situation, has 
-taken the side of the people, and has written strongly in order to 
-clearly set before us the needs of the people. As to the other 
papers, there is one — (A voice, ' The Oriiie ') — ^the Critic ; yes. I 
have been very much pleased with the attitude displayed by the 
^gentleman who conducts that paper, and I think that, if he would 
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drop a few of liis oategorioal * 1%* and adopt a few more editorial 
'we'fl,' the paper would become a power in this plaoe. With 
regard to the other papers^ the Tranwaal Mining Argu8, it aeema 
to me that that paper has been drawing the Gh>vemment stop to 
the fullest extent^ and is blinded entirely in all its hundred eyes 
as to the popular movement Then the Standard and Diggen^ 
Nem — (groans) — a paper of whidh I had certainly hoped better 
things — ^well, on the Monday after last Saturday night's meeting, 
it had a very sensible artide ; but since then the paper had been 
see-sawingy so that nobody knows on which side of the beam it is. 
(Applause and kughter.) He would only read a few extracts 
from a recent article in that paper. Here is what the gentleman 
who does the duties of the editor of the Standard and Bigger^ 
News suggests with regard to the remedies of our grievances : — 
' Our rulers are evidently persuaded still that their firanchise 
measures are fairly liberal in the whole circumstances of 
the country and its people, and that the day is approaching 
swiftly enough when, by the ordinary course of things, the 
expiry of the ten years' term of probation, and the advent 
upon the scene of a rising generation of ''Uitlander 
burghers,'' youths bom on the spot — (loud and long 
laughter) — the great change will come about, and the 
New Republic will be established on its broader basis.' 
Qentlemen, will any of you tell us what this way out of the 
difficulty means? It means that we have to wait sixteen yean 
for those who can exerdse the vote. The article continues : — 
'Is it unnatural that the fathers of the land should think so? 
They have toiled and sweated for their country.' 
They might have sweated a littie more. (Laughter.) 

* And are naturally slow to divest themselves of their rights^ 

titles, and exclusive privileges.' 
Is that the intention of this meeting P Do we wish to deprive 
any man of hJs rights, or prevent any single individual from 
expressing his rights? No, gentiemen, those who have 'toiled 
and sweated' for their rights in this country certainly deserve 
everything they have got, and it is not our desire to abridge their 
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rights by one iota. (Applause.) Then we are leotured by this 
paper upon the outside question. 

* That is an aspect of the question which Johannesburg doea 

not sufficiently appreciate. It imagines U is the Transraal, 

and forgets there is a world beyond it beside which it is 

almost insignificant in area and in numbers, though not in 

revenue-yidding capacity. What Johannesburg has got 

to do is to try to look at the Transvaal from a Transvaal 

point of view. When it shows a disposition to do that, 

it should not be difficult to establish a new and better 

understanding between Pretoria and Johannesburg on all 

and sundry matters, whether of municipal or political 

comment. 

But the one thing for which I am thankful to this paper for 

is that it has given us an extract from a Pretoria paper, an article 

which is headed 'Gone astray.' Gentlemen, one would think 

that the gentleman who wrote that article had * gone astray * 

himself. (Laughter.) I shall only read a few extracts from 

this precious article, and would advise gentlemen of a literary 

tun of mind to out this production out and paste it in their 

'scrap book.' 

' We are amazed at the proceedings of this meeting, and the 
astomshing part taken therein by some so-called influential 
citizens of the town. It has been evidenced more than 
once during the still short existence of the Gk>lden City 
that in a town like Johannesburg, where all sorts and 
conditions of men are gathered from every quarter of the 
globe, the lowest stratum of society is of a passionate 
and impulsive character, and but little fit to govern itself 
or others. 
This from Pretoria I This from the men to whom we are 
indebted for the loss of numbers of valuable stands in Johannes- 
burg I This from the men with whom the Stand Scandal 
originated. I say ' Scandal,' for it is nothing less. And they are 
leetnring us, who, by their mismanagement, have filched from us 
our stands, and disposed of them privately at Pretoria 1 (A voice 
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— ' (Joyemment can do no wrong I ') These are the honeet people 
who took £100,000 of the pnblio money to spend upon the streets 
of Pretoria. And who supplied the money? (A voioe-^'We 
did') Yes, you did. Here the article goes on to say, and I haye 
read this part over and oyer again : — 

* But that men of riper political experience, such, for instance, 
as Mr. Tudhope (a past Colonial Minister), should conduct 
themselyes in the way they did last Saturday, has dis- 
appointed us, and strengthened our opinion that the 
Johannesburg of to-day is as little ripe for political 
responsibility and local self-goyemment as the Johannes- 
burg of a year ago.' 
I must say I cannot make out the meaning of this passage. 
Then the article goes on to say that 'they' (the people of 
Johannesburg) ' will act more intelligently by not exposing them- 
selyes to ridicule by uttering threats against the Gk>yemmenl' 
Who is uttering threats P Has this meeting ? This is a paltiy 
subterfuge to diyert the attention from the point at issue. Then 
this is delightful : — 

' It is furthermore not nice of Messrs. Tudhope A Co/ (that is 
where the ' Co.' comes in, pointing to the audience) ' to rail 
at the tactics of President Eruger and Dr. Leyds, lor it is 
probable that the combined intellects of Messrs. Tud- 
hope & Co. would swim, as in a great lake, in the 
intellects of Eruger and Leyds.' 
G^tlemen, I haye read this part oyer about sixty times, and 
have been greatly amused by it But what does it mean ? If it 
is a question of appreciating the powers that be, I yield to no man 
— (applause)— in my admiration of the sterling qualities of 
President Eruger. I admire his honesty, his natural intelligence, 
and his statesmanship. He is a man sprung from a class which 
is honoured by me as he is honoured by them. Any one who has 
followed his career cannot but admire ike man. As to Dr. Leyd% 
I look upon him as a member of the Cabinet who, by his oolture 
and knowledge of the world, stands head and shoidders aboye his 
colleagues. Would that the rest of the Ministry were like him« 
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But as to ' swimming in the intelleots ' — well ^I do not like to 

keep you any longer. The programme which will be laid before 
yon will show what we propose to do. It is, in a few words^ to 
adnoate the people, not only the Engliah-speaking portion, but the 
Dutch alflo, and by every poeaible means to disseminate informa- 
tion throughout the whole land. We shall try to stir up a 
political feeling among the population at large. As it was said 
during the Beform agitation in England — ^Register, Register, 
B^[ister I ' so would I say — ^ Organize, Organize, Organize ! * 
We do not say what we will do or what we will not do, but we 
rest our cause on its justice only, and I think that its justice will 
triumph. We shall be yictorious in the end, but our victory will 
be peacefuL (Loud applause.) I shall now ask Mr. Oharles 
Leonard to propose the first resolution. 

Mr. 0. Leonard, who was enthusiastically received, said it was 
very gratifying to him to see such a body of citizens gathered 
together to show their love of freedom and justice. He proposed 
the following resolution, which he hoped would commend itself to 
the meeting: — 

* That regard being had to the great influx of population into 

this State, the magnitude of their interests, the fact that 

the greater portion of the public revenue is contributed by 

them, while they have no voice in the legislation of the 

country, that many grievances and abuses call for redress, 

and that there is reason to fear that exclusion from 

political rights may develop into a source of weakness 

and danger to the State : it is desirable to form a Union 

to obtain political rights and the redress of grievances.' 

A programme, he continued, will be laid before the meeting a 

little later on. That programme was very simple. Its main 

features were to Tnaintain the independence of the State and to 

obtain equal citizens' rights for aU. (Applause.) I need hardly 

•ay (said Mr. Leonard) the Oommittee whom last Saturday night's 

meeting did the honour to appoint intend practically to adhere to 

that programme. Nothing will move them from it. They are 

not here to oppose anybody, not to go against the laws of the 
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country. (Hear, hear.) They are here to siniply aak lor that 
which reason approves and right demands. With regard to a lew 
words which fell from me on a preyions oocasiony I shoold like to 
say a few more. I think it is only due to me. I uttered a 
somewhat epigrammatioal and possibly true expression whan I 
described the ruling power in this country as an uninteUigent 
minority. I wish to quaUfy that, as I do not think it was quite 
just, and I regretted that I did not say ' uneducated ' instead of 
^ unintelligent.' (Laughter and applause.) You must not think 
I am going to back out from my colours in any respect. I think 
the natural intelligence of the Boer in this country is very greatly 
to be respected, and his inability to grasp the questions of the day 
is simply owing to the circumstances under which he has grown 
up. (Hear, hear.) It is our duty to educate him up to a know* 
ledge of these duties. (Laughter.) I have many firm friends 
amongst the Dutchmen in this coimtry. I am a South Afirioan 
bom, and my parents were bom here, and I daim to be as good a 
South African as any of them. I yield to no man in my 
admiration of the good qualities which the Dutch population 
undoubtedly possess. The Boer is prejudiced, and has not had 
the opportunity for the wider culture which many of us have 
enjoyed, and we should assist him and not blackguard him too 
heartily. I have heard it stated in Pretoria that this meeting is 
froth and mere indisposition, which would be cured in a week. I 
aak the meeting to say 'Yes' or 'No' to that (Cries of <No.') 
I have also seen newspaper paragraphs which have dared to say 
to the intelligent population of Johannesburg that to speak out as 
men was rebellion. (Hooting.) I have also heard it said that those 
men who last Saturday night pleaded for the feeling that was in 
their hearts would hang separately some day. I ask you whether 
these people are the exponents of our opinions, (dries of ' No.*) 
In dealing with the present state of things it is necessary to 
go back somewhat in the history of the TransvaaL Fifty years 
ago a number of people, moved by diverse considerations, no 
doubt nomadic instincts, a rooted objection to any settled fonn of 
Oovemment, and a terrible objection to taxation (laughter), 
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oanie aorow into the TnmsraaL That objection to taxation is 
present etilL (Laughter. ) They came aoxosB the river which 
now forma the bonndarj of an independent State ; they cleared a 
few niggers out, shot a few lions, about which they boast a great 
deal, like Lord Randolph Ohnrohill — (laaghter) — ^they obtained a 
great quantity of land for nothing ; and claim, because they were 
immigrants a few years before the Uitlanders were, that they have 
the right to rule our destinies for ever. I will say that for the 
original body of trekkers they had very sound ideas of what a 
BepuUio wa& (Laughter.) They formulated what are now 
known as the 33 Articles, and I find upon looking at that 
Cbnstitution that there is nowhere a qualification with regard 
to immigration, and that every white man in the country at the 
time was a burgher. (Applause.) We shall see how far they 
have departed from that right of equality. Later on, in 1856, 
they passed a law by which any foreigner could become a full 
eitiaen upon payment of £25, but in 1874 the franchise quali- 
fication was again changed. Holding land or real estate in this 
country entitled a man to burgher rights, and, if he did not hold 
land, residence for one year was sufficient to entitle him to all 
rights of citiaenship. In 1882 the law was again changed, and it 
was prescribed by Uie Y olksraad that foreigners had to reside for 
five years in this State, but after that they had every right the 
original trekker had. In 1892 another change was made in the 
Iranchise law. There was a great deal of feeling against 
the Government about two years ago, and the result of that 
feeling was that we had the Second Ghamber given us. The 
Yolksraad of this country decided on giving us a sop, in granting 
ua the Second Ghamber. Those who had been two years on the 
Field-Gomef s list^ and who had taken the oath of allegiance and 
paid a sum of £5, were naturalised. 

Now, gentlemen, the meaning of that was that^ although they 
gave us the Second Ghamber, we had no control over the purse- 
ctrings of this country. When we were getting that sop they 
wore giving us the shadow and took away the substance. I will 
aak you to compare the 33 Articles with the law of 1893, which 
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was 80 altered to out detriment that you liad to be on the Field- 
Oomet'a list for ten yearn before you could have the right to 
▼ote lor a Member of Parliament, and fourteen years before yoa 
are eligible to beoome a Member of Parliament. I am jnstified in 
saying they have given ns a shadow and taken away the sab-- 
stanoe. (Hear, hear.) I don't doubt there are many present 
here to-night who, moved by the spirit of obedience to the laws^ 
and desiring to become citizens, availed themselves of th» 
privilege of naturalisation. Men thought — and the Tolksraad 
Act leads to that assumption — ^that^ if they complied with the 
conditions, and paid their £6, they were entitled to the full righta 
of citizenship. They were told now that it was not so. This 
session of the Yolksraad a Member of the Kaad had said : *We 
never intended to give you those privileges when we took your 
£5 ; it was only a sham ; and if we did not make it dear then war 
will do so now.' (A voice : ' Shame I *) Is that the thing to say 
to men I see around meP ('Nol') What is naturalisation? 
To an ordinary man it conveys the idea that you become a 
citizen of this country. Has the Yolksraad not admitted, by 
giving us the Second Ohamber, that we are peaceable citizens, 
and that we should get what we are asking for P {* Yes 1 ') 
There are some extraordinary minds in this country. (Laughter.) 
When we are peaceable and orderly citizens, and trusted to a 
certain extent with the management of local affairs, why should 
they now, when they have already admitted our chums, deprive 
us of them P Why do they refuse us full rightsP What can be 
the object of this distrust but a selfish desire to retain the power 
which they haveP 

Prior to the breaking out of the goldfields what was the 
position of the Transvaal P They were in a position of abject 
povedy, and a Transvaaler who fought in the War of Inde- 
pendence said that with another six months of it he would have 
stuck out for a change of Gbvemment. He had no money, no 
food, no markets for his produce, and no means of feeding his 
children. That may have been an isolated case. Still, the 
Transvaal was in a very poverty-stricken state. We have, how* 
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^^rer, a fact, that the Gbyemment had to borrow £6000 from a. 
person in the State at 12 per oent, and to pledge aa seenrity a 
kffge amount of ground for the debt. That monej waa wanted 
to pay the salaiy of the officiala Contrast that to the condition 
off things to-day. Wealth came upon them beyond the wildest- 
dreams of men. Taxes had to be imposedi and nobody here 
objected to the taxes because there could be no Gtovemment 
without money. (Hear, hear.) But we do object to taxes when 
we ha^e no voice in the spending of them. (Applause.) 
Taxation comes with representation. (Applause and cheers.> 
Upon whom were the taxes imposed to produce this sudden 
wealth? (Shouts of < Uitlander I ') Yes, it was upon the 
Uiilanders. The Boers object to taxation, and it was their 
lelnotance to pay taxes that brought them across the Y aal fiiver 
in 1889. The same spirit characterised him in 1880, and with 
the influx of people subsequently to the Gh>ld Fields, he said^ 
* We have the voting power, we will put on the taxes and keep 
these Johnnies in their place.' (Laughter.) It always had been 
die fault with the Dutch of giving too little and asking toD> 
amok They had not lost that qualification yet. (Laughter.) 
They were always hearing talk about the political independence' 
of tills State being threatened Now, I ask you, gentlemen, to 
say whether it is the intention of any one to interfere with it. 
(Cries of ' No I ') They simply said this in order to save them- 
selves from burdens, and to put them on us. (Hear, hear.) None 
were desirous of interfering with the form of the Gk>vemment in 
the State, and I believe many here would go further and resent 
it in a practical way. We want a Republic in truth and not in 
name. (Hear, bear.) What is the condition of things in the 
Oape Oolony P The new-comer or the Uitlander arrives in Gape* 
town and states he would like to settle in the coimtry and become 
a eiticen. Well, then, he is asked to sign a document, pays h]» 
Ittdf -orown, and it is published once or twice in the OoMetts, and 
lie is a full-blown dtiaen. (Laughter.) Now I ask you, has that 
broad system endangered in any respect the Gape OohmyP 
(Yoiees: <No.') I thiok the Gape Oolony an infinitely truer 
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Bepoblio than thia* (Hear, hear.) If a aiiiiilar oondition bad 
•eodated here, would we not haye been a tmer Bepablio f 

Speakmg of the Free State, a oertain Act had been eatabliahed 
between the Free State and this ooontry by which the inhabi- 
tants of the Free State and the Transvaal had equal rights in the 
•other's State, bat we, who contribute the revenue of the country, 
aire excluded from those rights. Is that just and hirf (A 
voice : 'No ! *) Why should the Free State alone participate in 
these privileges when we and others are excluded P We don't 
.seek to go upon racial lines; the racial distinction is brought 
about by the Government of this country — ^we seek to obviate 
this distinction. (Hear, hear.) I may go a little further in 
discussing the matter. I am not prepared to say, and would not 
'dispute, perhaps, that in a practically virgin soil, in a country 
where thousands and thousands of acres of public land are yet 
unallotted, that the same condition should exist, as, say, in a 
country like Germany. What would have been said, for instance^ 
if the Chartered Company said regarding Mashonaland, ' We axe 
the first band of pioneers : we took the risk of having our throats 
4satf and we fought the Kaffirs, and we must have the first say 
on all matters P ' What would be thought of such a propositionP 

Now, gentlemen, we came here and developed the Transvaal ; 
those I see around me are they who, by their energy, have made 
the Transvaal what it is to-day. It is not, however, necessary to 
go over that ground. Take the vested interests as the basis of 
Argument, and we have very fair justification for claiming equal 
rights. I ask you to compare the town valuation of Johannesburg 
to-day with the valuation of the whole Transvaal ten years ago. I 
ask you to look at the gold output, amounting to nearly £4,000,000 
for the past year, and I ask you to remember the purchase price 
•of the country ten years aga Who has made the TransvaalP 
We came here and found the original burghers settled upon 
fanns; they had no markets; no means; their only means of 
living was to contract their wants. (Loud and continued 
applause.) Who enabled them to live, who made markets for 
ihem P We I Yet we are told we are mere birds of passage^ 
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and ihaty beoaiue they were here before ofl, we ha^e no right. 
Who pays the Yolksraad members their £3 per day P (A voice : 
'We do!') I imderstaiid the spirit of franchise in this country ; 
there axe two principles underlying it. The Boers axe naturally 
hostile to changes, and the other is the possession of landed 
property. I ask if we have not the qualification of large vested 
interests in the country P Have we not obeyed the laws of thd 
country P We have given hostages to fortune. Our wives, our 
children, our homes are here, and most of us are likely to live, 
and a great many to die, here. Gentlemen, I appeal to the town 
of Johannesburg, to the public men, for the sake of the thousands 
of children growing up, I appeal to the permanent character of 
the town buildings, and I say the very stones of Johannesburg 
plead eloquently for the cause and justice of our case. What 
has been our attitude during all this time P We have paid the 
taxes, hoping for better things; we have been waiting patiently 
lor five years. Hope deferred makes the heart sick, and I believe 
we are all getting very sick. I say a wave is coming. The time 
is come when we have to stand up as men for our rights. I 
believe the Boers will see the justice of our cause, and respond to 
eur demands. When once the paths diverge, how difficult it may 
be to remove misconception and bring peace again I I say with 
the words of the resolution: 'There is reason to fear that 
exclusion from political rights may develop into a source of 
weakness and danger to the State.' These words speak for them- 
aelves, and it is unnecessary for me to add to them. A house 
divided against itself cannot stand. We want to be friends and 
brothers of the farmers — a perpetual sore of irritation and dis* 
content can lead to no good. Nobody is more anxious than we to 
avcvid friction and discontent. I say what is in my heart I 
believe I echo the feeling of this meeting when I say we want 
to be friends and brothers. (Applause.) Why should they 
display this feeling of hostile legislation P Everything is put 
upon us. ' Things are not what they seem.' 

I read in the preamble of the Customs Act just passed — 
* Whereas it is desirable to more evenly distribute the burden of 
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taxation upon the inhabitants of the State/ and the Baad imme* 
diatdy proceeds to tax eimrything the UiHander uses, and 
lets go free what the Boer uses. (Applaasa) I beliera 
the policy of the Gh>yemment has been unsound in principle 
from the first — a policy of conoessiansy of ignorance of finance, 
ignorance of railway policy, and of mining law. Cogent 
questions call with urging voice for redress. There is such a 
thing as a public line of conduct. We have a young country, 
boundless resources, and no public debt, and yet Ihey were com- 
peUed to float a public loan at 90, and then it cost 2^ per cent. 
to pay people who nerer earned the commission. I ask you if 
that state of things can lastP One of the first duties of a 
civilised country is to provide cheap administration of justice. 
We petitioned with the voice of the people of this town for a 
judge in our midst. We told Government what it ooet us. 
Thousands and thousands are spent in witnesses' expenses who 
go to Pretoria and help to &tten the hotel-keepers of that town. 
We tell them it is impossible to oalcalate the loss to the businesa 
communis in having to wait weeks in Pretoria until the case 
comes on. We pri^e before anything the principle that justice 
should be over every man's door. One member of the Yolksraad 
had said: 'What does Johannesburg want with a court P I 
have not got a judge upon my &rm.' (Laughter.) Another 
thing, the judges were not paid according to what they ought te 
be paid in every civilised country. We can never hope to attract 
the ablest and best men unless we pay them properly. Thia 
subject Ues very near to all our hearts and interests. The judges 
asked that a smaU provision might be made to pay hotel bills. 
This was declined, and we are cut down to two circuits per year. 
The result of all this is endless law costa Another matter, 
gentlemen. We live in this town, which has grown during the 
lour years of its existence almost miraculously. It is certainly 
not like other ' dorps ' in the Transvaal. (Laughter.) The town 
has in fact grown so rapidly that the convicts could not hasp 
pace with the ordinary street-maker. Our lives are depending on 
the health of the town, and more than that^ the lives of your 
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"WiTes and little onesy of all thoae who are dearest to you, depend 
<m it. We aak Goyernment to be allowed to set our own house 
in (wder, and the reply is :— «' We don't trust yon» and will not 
give yon the power/ 

Now, gentlemen, I am not here to stir you up to any sudden 
Ax)d of mutinous rage. This meeting itself shows that we mean 
business^ that we want reform, and that we will not relax our 
efforts until it is conceded. (Applause.) There are a number 
<d other speakers to follow, and I will not keep you any longer, 
but I wish also to show a little of the other side of the picture. 
Our request for a Municipality, for a Oourt of Jurisdiction in 
Johannesburg, and many other reforms, are disregarded, but <m 
the other hand we are threatened every Sunday with paltry prose- 
eution. There is, for instance, the manager of a Company 
eummoned on a Monday morning to pay a fine of from £60 to 
iSlOOO because he has made a mistake of two ounces in his return 
of gdd. And there are the gentlemen at Pretoria spending their 
time and the country's money in legislating for the painting out 
of the letters EBT on the plates on the street comer. (Laughter.) 
Oentlemen, we may smile at such things as a relief to our sur- 
charged hearts, but the matter lies deep in my heart, and I do 
not speak in any light spirit. I am not a public man, and do not 
bbA notoriety. I should like best to live in obscurity, and if we 
get our rights I shall not be seen on any public platform again* 
I aak you to make it dear that this movement is in earnest and 
not nonsense, as the Diggers' Ifewa would make out. There is one 
other thing : Deputations axe about played out. We may send 
cur best men to Pretoria and let them plead their best— -only to 
be snubbed. Memorials are sent to the Y olksraad and referred to 
A Oommittee, and thereafter they are never heard of again. 
Unless we rise as one man and tell our feelings, we shall never be 
understood and listened to. This has never been done yet, but I 
hope that this meeting will do ii I do not think there can be 
any doubt that we are unanimous there must be a change. 
Bef orm there must be, and reform we will have. (Applause.) 
Our intention is to revive some of the spirit of the whole Thirty- 
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three ArtioleSy and to show that we will no longer he exdnded 
from all politioal rights. We are agreed that snoh exelnaion 
would lead to great danger in tiie fatore, and that there are 
grievanoes which must he redresBed. The union of the oonntry 
requires that we shall stand up, and resolve that these grievanoea 
are removed, I know there are some people who like to sit on 
the rail ; who like to wait so that when nothing comes of th» 
movement they are ahle to say — * We did not do it' There are 
peo|de who like to wait till we have burnt our fingers to get the 
chestnuts ont of the fire. I do not think that is our spirit. 
This agitation has only flie purpose of obtaining for us our 
rights^ and I think this spirit is all in your hearts to-night If 
I have said anything which might appear ofienrive, I wish it to 
be understood to-night that nothing was further from my 
intention than to say anything which might give offence to the 
Dutch people in this country ; but the time will come when the 
man who points out the dangers which are appearing in the 
future^ will be acknowledged by themselves as the truest friend 
which the country has. I hope you will combine, and will show 
to the older inhabitants of the country that your interests and 
theirs are identical As the fruit of to-nighf s meetings I espeoi 
a better political understanding in this State — (long and loud 
applause) — and I hope that the establishment of the Transvaal 
National Union will contribute to destroy all racial prejudices^ 
and that this country will become tiie most proflperous and one of 
the greatest, as it certainly will if we only act in unity. (Loud 
and prolonged cheers.) 

Mr. Jas. Hay, who seconded the resolution, said the time had 
come when it was necessary a union should be formed to protect 
the interests of all the people in this land. (Hear, hear.) They 
had waited patiently and toiled on in this place, developing the 
resources of the country, and had done all things tending to 
the prosperity of all the people in the land. Now they asked 
something in return. Some people said they should sit down and 
wait stiU longer for the Government to give them something. 
Did they know any Government in the world that gave anything 
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before the people asked for itP The people had generally to aak 
over and oyer again for any oonoession to be made. Let the- 
GoTemment of this oonntry understand that they had organised^ 
and that they intended to nrge their demands over and over again^ 
nntil they got some share in the government of this oonntry. It- 
was absolutely necessary for the good of the people of this country 
that pressure should be brought to bear on the Gk>yemment, that 
the oorruption and mismanagement in the Transvaal should be* 
swept away. (Applause.) Those of them who had read the- 
remarks made by Mr. Loveday about the railway oonstmotion in 
this country must have had their eyes opened. This mismanage* 
ment was going on, and the Gbvemment and the Baad, as it at 
present existed, were utterly unable to govern this country as it 
ought to be governed. The Ohairman of Ihe Bead had told them 
that for several years locusts did not come on to a man's property 
until he killed a few, and then they camel (Laughter.) It 
struck them as being so absurd that it was impossible for Ihem to* 
imagine that men, holding such views, could make laws for the 
government of a country Uke this. With reference to the request 
for a judge here, Mr. Hancock and himself went over to Pretoria 
and attended a commission appointed by theBaadtotake evidence- 
on the matter. They handed in a document^ setting forth that a 
Oourt should be established here, and on behalf of the people here 
they signed that document^ which promised to defray all ^e costs 
of the Court (Hear, hear.) What did they get for tfaatP 
Simply nothing, even though they were heavily taxed and pro- 
miaed to pay the additional tax. The Government did not intend 
to give the people here anjrthing ; and they would not get it until 
they asked. (Laughter.) Last year, at Paardekraal, the Pre- 
sident gave practically the key-note of the Government in this- 
country. He stated distinctly that the hand of God had brought 
the people into this land, and that when the country was in the 
hands of the English, God blinded the eyes of the men (the 
experts) who came out here to look for gold. They only f ouid 
the gold in small quantities, but no sooner did the Boers get the 
ooontry back than God revealed the hidden wealth to the utmost — 
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<laiigliter) — and that instead of it being a bare oomitiy He hal 
repaid them aevenfold for all they bad loat in the war. Tbej 
ihonght Gtoi bad placed gold in these reefs, and the people bete 
were to work for their benefit (Laughter.) They had just in- 
creased the Oostoms duties, though some of the members luvva 
«aid : ' Why are you doing this when you have an increase in the 
revenue P' It was to make the people here work harder for ihmr 
benefit, thinking they would not then have time to ask for any* 
ihing. He simply urged upon the meeting to carry the resolutiioii 
unanimously, and to support it to the fullest extent. These 
people, ten years ago, when they met at Paardekraal, put a stone 
4own to show that they were unanimous, and that so long as those 
stones stayed there they would stand together. They bad got to 
do the same thing here — ^to show there was unanimity amongst 
them ; that they were going to stand together and ask for what 
they wanted to secure good govemment for this country and make 
it a place worth living in. (Applause.) 

The resolution was submitted to the meeting and passed 
unanimously. 

Mr. E. P. Solomon, who rose to move the second resolution, 
«aid : Mr. Ohairman and G^tlemen, I have not hitherto addressed 
A public meeting in Johannesburg, and it is unnecessary for me to 
say why I have not done so. But on a question like tbis» it is tbs 
duty of every man to express his opinion publicly and fearlessly. 
(Hear, hear.) That is my object in coming here to-night, to show 
that the meeting has my full sympathy and my hearty support 
{Hear, hear.) I do not want to see men come to the meeting and 
just hold up their hands ; I want them to work and sqpport us. 
We want their co-operation not only in Johaimesburg, but 
-throughout the whole of the Transvaal. (Oheers.) The Union is 
not going to be confined to Johannesburg alone, we are going to 
have branches throughout the Transvaal A certain organ that 
professes to guide public opinion in Johannesburg has said we are 
'shouters.' What we desire is to get our grievances redressed 
and seek our own righta (Hear, hear.) And we intend to keep 
Joking again and again until we get them. (Loud applause.) We 
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have not oome here to ezoite your feelings : our cause is just and 
right and that in itself must gain redress. (Hear, hear.) Yon 
have adopted the resolution moved by Mr. Leonard to carry out a 
political tmion, and have shown your sympathy with ii Yon have 
approyed of the organization, and it is now my duty in a plain and 
simple manner to read to you the resolution that I have to propose. 
We are not ashamed of a single thing that we are doing. We 
are working on constitutional lines, and any one who dares go 
beyond these will not have our support (Cries of 'Kick him 
out') We will kick him out, as you say. (Laughter.) The con- 
stitution firamed for the TJnion is fair, simple, and right Every- 
one can read and understand it There is no double meaning. 
It has been carefully framed by the Committee, and you are 
asked to support it If there is anything that does not suit 
you, then you can propose amendments. I do not want any 
one to get up in a haphazard way, but if an amendment is 
necessary it will be received. The resolution I have to pro- 
pose is: — 

'That regard being had to the great influx of population into 
this State, the magnitude of their interests, the fact that 
the greater portion of the public revenue is contributed by 
them, while they have no voice in the legislation of the 
country, that many grievances and abuses call for redress, 
and that there is reason to fear that exclusion from political 
rights may develop into a source of weakness and danger 
to the State, it is desirable to form a Union to obtain 
political rights and the redress of grievances.' 

Those are the objects. They are plain and definite, and we intend 
to carry them out and to be firm on the matter. (Applause.) Now, 
gentlemen, we don't want to make money out of you or to ask you 
to make a certain subscription, but we require money to carry on 
the Union, and we expect men whose hearts are in the Union to 
oome forward and subscribe. A shilling is as acceptable from a 
working man as J6100 are from a rich man. (Hear, hear.) There- 
fore I hope you will support the Union as far as you are able. 
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There are other speakers to address yon, so that I will now hioto 
the resolntioiL 

This was done aooordingly . 

Mr. Lbonard's Dilation. 

The Hon. J. W. Leonard, Q.O., who on rising to second the 
resolution was greeted with loud applanse, said: — ^Mr. Ghainnaa 
and Gentlemen, — ^I have never spoken in a oiroos before, and it 
seems rather diffioult to reaoh with the voice the extreme verge of 
this amphitheatre. I hope some one will be able to hear me^ 
though I am at present sufFeringfrom a physical disability, caused 
by incessant speaking. It is di£Soult to speak, and I have not 
come to make a speech, and only speak because I have been asked. 
I feel very much in the position of the man who says : — * Story f 
QoA Uess you, sir, I have none to telL' If I had been asked to 
move a resolution such as has been moved by my brother, or asked 
to lay before you a political programme, and had three months to 
prepare tiie speech, possibly I might have said something worth 
hearing. To-night I am simply in the position of a humble oitiaen 
of Johannesburg, who sympathises with your grievances. As I 
look areund in this crowded hall to-night, tiie words of Shake- 
speare come into my mind. Listening in all detail to the griev- 
ances under which this great population so advisedly cry out 
publidy ; Ustening, with my warm Irish blood in my veins, I say, 
with Shakespeare : — 

' I am no orator, as Brutus is ; 
« « « • • 

But were I Brutus, 
And Brutus Antony, there were an Antony 
Would raffle up your spirits, and put a tongue 
In every word of Caasar, that should move 
The stones of Bome to rise and mutiny.' 

That, gentlemen, is the feeling in my heart, but I don't want you 
to misunderstand that feeling. I am not here to-night to tell you 
one single word that will stir up a feeling of strife in your hearts 
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towards the powers that be, or by one wave of the hand to stir 
up a feeling of hatred, of just hatred, that maybe roused in your 
hearts when you consider the injustice you have suffered. I do 
belieye this of our position in this part of the Transvaal — ^if we 
can only get to grips with the people of this country, mingle with 
them, make them understand what we feel, and if we could under- 
stand what they feel, matters would be straightened, and we should 
be brothers. That is not the position to-day. We have to-day 
this unfortunate condition of things, that we are ostensibly in a 
position of strife with the peopla We have, however, no strife or 
quarrel with the people, and we are here to-night to endeavour to 
put this thing right, and do not desire to stir up strife by one 
single word. What we want and what we don't want you have 
heard from others speaking more eloquently than I ; but I will 
teU you one or two things we don't want. These things may 
sound unpleasant, and I don't want to cause any one pain, but, as 
Daniel Defoe said, 'I am in the place where it is demanded of me 
to speak, and the truth I wiU speak, whoe'er Usteth.' I will tell 
you what we want. When we find a patient, long-suffering popu- 
lation like this, assembled together to raise its little voice, and to 
raise its protest against injustice — and injustice justifies every- 
thing upon Gt)d's earth — when we find a population like this 
assembled together we expect unanimity, that those of one house- 
hold would stand shoulder to shoulder. What do we find ? Down 
in Pretoria, very busy with my own little professional work, I find 
from Johannesburg that men of Johannesburg are beginning to 
feel that they are suffering injustice of the blackest and grossest 
description. I turn to the press and find that hireling pens — 
(applause) — ^pens the wages of which I can trace and the objects 
of whose writing I know ; I find hireling pens trying to belittle 
the honest efforts of honest men. I find one man giving us ad- 
jectiveB — a man for whom I have personally some respect — I find 
that one calls it froth, thinly -veiled rebellion ; and another points 
to past miscarriages in the shape of public movements, and tries to 
persuade other men who would otherwise come forward there is 
nothing in it I go to Pretoria and find — ^I don't want to use hard 
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adjeotiyes — and find the papers from wliich we have the right to 
expect fair treatment and honest criticism calling the movement 
thinly-veiled sedition, when they know, if any man under Gh)d'8 
blue dome knows, it is nothing of the sort We will teU these men 
we don't want them. (Hear, hear.) We will teU them in the 
name of all that is honest, when our day comes, as it will come — 
we will teU every craven coward, every cur, every man who sells 
his conscience and his soid, that we will have none of them, and 
none of their employers. (Applause.) I will teU you what we 
don't want We don't want the men who are thriving upon the 
treasures of this country. I do not say undeservedly, but thriving 
on the treasures placed there by a bountiful Nature, and no one 
begrudges it them. But we do not want those, as my brother said 
before, who sit upon the rail. We don't want men who stand by 
without partaking in the event and reserving to themselves the 
right to say : ^ We did not do it' Those men who sit at the back, 
and wait till other men have borne the heat and burden of the 
day — I challenge these to-night, every one knows them. We don't 
want those men to stand back quivering and diivering on the 
brink of politics, to let other people undergo the trouble and the 
danger. Our agitation is a constitutional one, and in it we do not 
want these men to stand behind. We don't tcawt them. Well, 
now, I have told you what we do not want ; at least what I don't 
want. I do not know whether I express the opinions of the Com- 
mittee, but I told them that I would speak out what is in my own 
mind. I am nothing, but the people at the back of this movement 
to-night represent the new poptdation; not only of the Wit- 
watersrand, but from the extremities of the country, Elein 
Letaba to Lydenburg, from Lydenburg to Elerksdorp, and from 
Klerksdorp back again to Johannesburg. We want those people 
to express their wants, and to exert their utmost efforts to obtain 
just rights. It is fear which makes people stand apart, to leave 
others to form the plan of organization. Hitherto the prevailing 
impression was that one man could not trust another. We now 
want this poptdation to have one single soul, heart, and thought, 
and we want that population to insist, and iimst^ and insist ! by 
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eyery means that oiTilised people can adopt, to have jnfit rights 
granted to them. 

I believe that the Dutch population of this country is the 
same as in the whole of South Africa, a population amongst 
whom I have many friend& They are just, although they are 
wanting in education. Their want of education makes them 
prejudiced. But they are not unjust I want you to combine, 
and by the force of organization to remoYe those prejudices, and, 
by the weight of argument, reason and justice, to conyince them 
of the justice of your claims. We shall see whether this will tell 
or not. This meeting is a soul-inspiring omen of better days. 
These things are what we don't want, and what we do want. I 
do not wish to weary you, and weary myself, as I am, God knows, 
wearied enough already. The different points are already gone 
into by the different speakers, and I am not prepared to speak. 
No notice of the meeting has been given me, and I can only give 
expression to a few of the grievances under which we suffer. I 
am not here to make ^ Roman holiday,' but I have made up my 
mind to say what I feel. One word to the old population of this 
country. I want them now in this, their accepted time, in this, 
their day of salvation, I want them to understand and hearken to 
my words ; as one of their friends, one of their true friends, and 
known to them, I wish to warn them solemnly, in this the day of 
their salvation, that we are in earnest ! I wish them to under- 
stand that we feel our wrongs, and to know that we shall have 
them redressed. I want them to take warning in a friendly way, 
not for myself, but as gathering the threads of the tima I want 
them to take warning of what surely must come ; and to take 
heed — ^to speak with the poet — ' Lest they should leam in some 
dark hour how much the wretched dare I ' (Enthusiastic 
applause.) 

Mr. Tudhope proposed the first resolution of the Transvaal 
National Union as follows : — 

' That this meeting of the Transvaal National Union regards 
the great number of persons who have taken up their 
abode in this Bepublic, and who contribute mainly to its 
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support, as entitled to participate in its goyemment, and 
consider that the right of voting for members of the 
Legialatore and the office of President shonld be extended 
to all male white citizens of full age who have resided for 
two years in the State, and who occupy or own property, 
freehold or leasehold, to the value of £100 ; or who are 
earning a salary of £100 per annum. (Applause.) 
He said : I am delighted by your reception of this resolution^ 
and to see it meets with your views. Some people would call it 
Democratic and BadicaL Let it be so. (Hear, hear.) This is a 
Republic, and it will be so in fact, as well as in name, when this 
resolution ib carried by the authority of the State. (Hear, hear.) 
Why has the Committee selected this particular branch of our 
many grievances as the first resolution of the Union P Because 
underlying all good government is this true precept, ' That the 
government of the people must be by the people for the good of 
the people.' (Hear, hear.) You have heard a great deal from 
Mr. Leonard and others as to what we propose to do in the future. 
There are so many grievances to be redressed and rights to be 
secured that it seemed difficult to the Committee to make the first 
selection ; but we thought it best to begin at the bottom, and lay 
the foundation broad and strong and secure. Every reader ci 
history knows it to be a fact that no Government long stood the 
wear and tear of ordinary events that had not been based on the 
firm will of the people. (Hear, hear.) This Republic is based on 
the will, not of the people, but of a class of people. They repre- 
sented the people very well in the early lustory of the Republia 
But a great change has come over the scene. There has been 
a large influx of the new population. I am not at all surprised 
that in the early days of the goldfields the old burghers refused 
to give the new population the franduse. If I were asked 
whether an indiscriminate franchise to every man who came 
ought to be given, I should say, 'No.' Rather have a settled 
voting power than to give the franchise to the floating popula- 
tion that came here in the early history of the goldfidds. But 
all this has passed away. Mining has become an industry, not a 
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speoulation. It is no longer a matter of mere expectation and of 
wonder whether we shall saooeed or not. It is a settled industry, 
finding support for thousands of people. These are entitled to 
the priTilegee of voting for the head of the State and members of 
the Legislature. (Applause.) We don't ask you to enfranchise 
the unintelligent or the ignorant, the idle, tiie worthless, We 
ask that €k>yeniment should enfranchise those who are labouring 
by the sweat of their brow to deyelop the resources of this great 
country — ^the intelligent working man. For these reasons we 
hare put the francluse low. I don't think there is a single man 
of average intelligence who is not able to earn £100 per annum — 
£8 a month or a little more. There are very few persons who do 
not occupy a house worth £100, or, say it is divided between 
three or four occupants, it would surely give £100 each. I think 
the inhabitants of the State fidrly entitled to ask for political 
franchise and to have the same by living here for a period of two 
years. When I was in Capetown a few months ago a gentleman 
in the office of the €k>vemment asked me whether there was any 
tendency in the population of the Transvaal towards British rule, 
and I said, 'No.' He asked me why I thought so, and I replied. 
Because I thought if the Transvaal is given a fair share in the 
Government of the country they would not ^rish to change it 
from a Republic. I repeat that now. As an ardent Englishman, 
one who has been in the Gape Parliament and served the Crown, 
I say the public of the Transvaal desire to have a Republic 
They wish to support and strength^i the Republic, and the 
only way is to lay the foundation in the hearts of the people and 
make it dear to them. 

If we compare the franchise of the Cape, Natal, and Orange 
Free State, you will find that they are much on the same lines 
as the constitution the Committtee have prepared, and the Com- 
mittee has selected a simple one, which everybody can understand. 
A resident for two years, who occupies a house worth £100, or 
earning wages or salary of £100 a year (I think you will agree 
with me), &irly embraces every section of the community. 
(Hear, hear.) We are not going into details; we are not 
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legialating here to-niglit; but merely suggesting a few details 
for the guidance of legislators. Our demands are reasonable and 
just. In 1891, the qualification of a voter for the First 
Ghamber and office of President was first of all the burghers, 
then naturalised citizens of two years' residence, who had to pay 
personal taxes, receive a certificate of good behaviour from the 
Field-Oomet, and pay a fee of £6. This is what the Committee 
wish to adopt, with the exception of paying a fee of £6, substi- 
tuting in place thereof those earning wages of £100 a year. Is 
that not reasonable, I ask, gentlemen f (Shouts of ' Yes.') Why 
is it that the law was changed ? It was because of the forthcoming 
Presidential election, and as the clause of 1891 would have made 
persons who had paid their £5 eligible to vote, fear was enter- 
tained, and it was on this account that the Yolksraad passed the 
resolution entitling us to burgher's rights after ten years' 
standing. Yes, gentlemen, that was done in the Yolksraad. 
We must appeal from Philip drunk to Philip sober. These men 
are either intoxicated with their success or are carried away with 
an erroneous idea of what follows if the franchise were oonf eired 
upon the new-comers in this State. It was the duty of the com- 
munity to make representations upon the subject, and carry the 
resolutions — ^I was going to say to the foot of the throne— to the 
Presidential chair. (Tumultuous cheers.) 

Mr. W. St. John Carr, in seconding the resolution, did not 
consider it necessary to enter into details, which would perhaps be 
a repetition of previous speeches. He would summarise the justice 
of Ihe Uitlanders' claim by the fact that it was based upon Ihe 
right of citizens to have a voice in the government of a country 
and the disbursement of its revenue. There was necessity for a 
change in the Government, for the present state of afihirs and the 
present manner of administration would never satisfy the new 
population. The first instalment of the justice the Uitilander 
deserved dealt out to him would be brought about by the meeting 
that night. (Oheers.) 

Mr. W. H. Hoskins, in supporting the resolution, stated that 
he had been requested by the Committee to deliver a speech^ 
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which, however, at that late hour he had some hesitation in 
doing. He cordially endorsed everything that had been said, 
and he would like for himself, and also on behalf of the assembly, 
to give expression to their appreciation of the clear, lucid, and 
concise manner in which the Chairman had brought this resolution 
before them, and to tender the Chairman their thanks for his 
assLstanoe to the Committee with his advice and counsel Now, 
the first* and foremost matter which he would touch upon would 
be this barrier of the franchise, which had been expressly designed 
to shut out the new population. (Hear, hear.) It was meant to 
shut out the worker and producer (hear, hear) from having a voice 
in the government of the country. In no other civilised country 
in the world did a similar state of things obtain as here, where 
the worker was totally debarred from a say in the public finances. 
Now, it was a duty which they owed to themselves, and to the 
duldren that came after them, to remove these disabilities. When 
this territory was at one time sub-divided into two republics — the 
South African Republic, with Potchef stroom, and the Lydenburg 
Bepublic, with Lydenburg for its capital — the qualifications for 
enfranchisement that existed in those two republics were very 
difFerent. A six months' residential qualification in the South 
African Republic was all that was required, and in the Lyden- 
burg Republic, not only was every white man conceded a full 
franchise, but he was furthermore given a free farm immediately 
upon entering the State I 

The speaker next alluded to what occurred at the diamond 
diggings at Elipdrift on the Yaal River in 1870, when a most 
impolitic concession of mining privileges was granted by the 
South African Republic to two companies. The Government 
was obliged to cancel the concessions then, but they found it too 
late, for the diggers there had already elected a committee for 
their own government, and a free Republic was declared. When 
President Pretorius went down to restore confidence in the 
Pretoria Government, the diggers repudiated the latter. Eventu- 
ally a basLs of government was formed by which the territory of 
the diggers was separated from the so-called Republic; the 
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English language and cnnenoy institated ; a local ezaeatiTe of 
three members appointed, as also a resident magistrate lor the 
administration of justice. A digger's license of fis. for three 
months was all that was asked to cany on the government of 
the territory. He (the speaker) would not ask for such pro- 
visions and concessions^ they would be satisfied if the Pretoria 
€k>vemment approached them only with a little of that con- 
ciliatory disposition. (Oheers.) The words of an American 
writer should be remembered, and the €k>vemment at the capital 
should give heed to the &ct that before they were citLeens they 
were men I (Applause.) He (the speaker) trusted that those 
present would recognise the duties and responsibility of their 
manhood. (Cheers.) At present they were simply taxed, and 
taxation must go hand in hand with representation; therefore 
their first and foremost requirement was the franchise. They 
would look forward to the day when, in the words of the 
Laureate, they would — 

* Ring in the valiant man and free, 

The larger heart, the kindlier hand ; 
Ring out the darknesB of the land. 
Ring in the Christ that is to be.' 

Mr. H. Solomon, rising to propose the fourth resolution, said : 
Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I beg to propose the following 
resolution : — 

' That copies of the resolutions passed at this meeting, together 
with the constitution of the Transvaal National Union, be 
forwarded to €k>vemment.' 
Gentlemen, at this late hour, and with the exhaustive speeches 
delivered this evening, now that I have to speak on this resolu- 
tion, it will not be expected that I shall address you at any 
length. Whatever your opinions may be, your one duty is the 
maintenance of the independence of this Republic. Let the 
people of the Republic understand that is what you insist upon, 
and I believe you will have considerably more support from the 
burghers of tUs country than we at the present moment obtain. 
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Oenflemen, some remarks have been made at this meeting 
regarding certain newspapers of Johannesburg. Now that these 
newspapers have seen how moderate we are, I believe we shall 
now obtain their nnqnalified support. I say we require it. It 
would be a great mistake to go forth that Johannesburg is to a 
certain extent divided. It is no use for us to say we don't care 
to get the support of the Standard and Diggers* News and the 
Mining Argus. Every support is of the utmost value, and there- 
fore I say I have no doubt, now that those newspapers have seen 
how moderate are our demands, I trust they will give us their 
support. A remark was made by Mr. J. W. Leonard that the 
moneyed capitalists were not here to-night (Mr. Leonard : * I 
said we wanted them.') Still, we have not got them. However, 
with all great questions of reform, it is not the capitalists who 
lead the way, it is what I may call the ordinary inhabitants, and 
the capitalists come in afterwards. Gentlemen, I don't agree 
with inflammatory speeches. I think the only possible way of 
getting our grievances redressed is to work in a moderate way — 
let the Government and the people of the country understand that 
we only want justice meted out to us. Let us have one or two 
meetings like this, and express ourselves moderately; let the 
members of the Yolksraad thoroughly understand, and let us urge 
our claims upon their strong sense of himian justice. Over in 
Pretoria it was said to me : — * The people want too much. Those 
people cannot expect after twenfy-four hours in the country to 
receive the same rights as the people who fought the Kaffirs, and 
were brought up in the coimtry.' Now I think that we should 
nevertheless have a right in assisting in the government of the 
country. The Boer has an idea that if we have the same 
privileges and rights as they, their day is past; and that the 
whole weight of our influence would be used against them. Let 
it be understood that this is not what we wish. We wish to 
make this a progressive country, and we wish to show that if we 
get the privileges we are entitled to we shall make this a great 
country. This you must to-night put forth to the world in 
unmistakable language. The Union that has been formed to- 
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night Mxmewliat reaembles the Afrikander Bond, formed some 
years ago, and it is practicalljr the same. The Batch people in 
the Cblony complained of grievances which they wished to have 
redressed, and for this the Afrikander Bond was formed. First 
it was sneered at and treated with contempt, but now the whole 
population, including the English-speaking portion, recognise that 
they have to reckon with Una power. We have now in this 
country formed a similar institution, which in time will have to 
be reckoned with. There is one difierence between the Bond and 
the Transvaal National Union, and that is, that the Bond was 
formed by the illiterate, comparatively uneducated portion of the 
Cblonial population ; but here the Union has been brought about 
by the more enlightened English-speaking part of the community. 
I believe that the time will come when the Boers will recognise 
and acknowledge the importance of the Union, and when it wiU 
become a power in the land. (Cheers.) 

Mr. W. P. Fraser, in seconding the resolution, said this was 
the right thing and the only thing to do, and it was a consti- 
tutional way of doing it They were perhaps aware that there 
was a rule of order that no memorial or petition could be sent into 
the Yolksraad from any assemblies whatever unless it be sent in 
a full day before the Yolksraad meets. That deprived this meet- 
ing from communicating the voice of that meeting to Yolksraad 
direct, but they took the other constitutional way, that was to ask 
Government to communicate it to Yolksraad. (Applause.) As 
some of them were aware, about a month ago Yolksraad, by 
resolution, took away the right which some of the voters had 
previously enjoyed. When this was clearly put before Govern- 
ment, he had not the least doubt they would see it in the same 
light as they did, and restore to those voters their just rights. 
They (the Government) would see it right and expedient to give 
to all of them, who contributed so largely to the revenue of this 
ooimtry, a fair share in arranging the way that the money should 
be spent. (Applause.) 

This resolution was also adopted unanimously. 

Mr. Tudhope then put the fourth resolution to the meeting, 
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which was also carried unanimously. Before separating^ he 
reminded them that funds would be required to carry on the 
work of the Union; arrangements had been made to have a 
collection as they left the room. The Gommittee would be happy 
to i^ceiye cheques from those desirous of giving sama Mr. 
James Hay was the treasurer. They had enough funds to go on 
withy he was glad to say. It was very necessary and desirable, 
however, to establish branches of the Union in every town in the 
Republic, organizations, secretaries, and local Oommittees to be 
formed, so that every grievance would be brought to the Gom- 
mittee. He need hardly remind them that memorials would be 
prepared and frequent meetings of the kind would be carried on. 
It would not be advisable to dissolve the meeting. Therefore, it 
would be better to adjourn it until next Saturday night, when he 
hoped to see them all again. (Cheers.) 

A vote of thanks to the chair ended the proceedings, and 
the meeting quietly dispersed. 
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EXTRACTS 

From leading articles in the ^ Standard 
and Diggers' News/ 

August 22nd, 1892. 

'Day Bbbaxs/ 

Last week there were Baggesticms of dawn in Johannesburg'^ 
political horizon, and we hailed them with hope; for the first 
time in the history of the Band, men of position, representative 
of all classes save the working man, came forward and gave yoioe 
to the grievances the Uitlander population has against the 
Gtovenunent. Since then daybreak has saoceeded the first 
morning glimmer, and to-day Johannesburg basks in the warm 
sun of political agitation. After some five years, unity of purpose 
marks the people and has brought them together for a common 
object, and at last there is some prospect of presenting a united 
front at Pretoria and of making ourselves felt and our wishes 
understood. For that purpose there was formed in the AmjAii- 
theatre on Saturday evening a Transvaal National Union, whose 
objects are 'to Tnaintain the independence of this Republic, to 
obtain by all constitutional means equal rights for all dtisens of 
this State, and to obtain the redress of all grievances.' 
• • • • • 

The great thing is that Johannesburg men who are entitied to 
our respect have come forward, given cohesion of life in Johan- 
nesburg, promulgated a plan for redressing admitted grievances, 
and summarised the situation of the new population in the land 
for the information, guidance, and benefit of Government It 
was suggested at Saturday's meeting that the Btandard and 
Diggers' News was not in sympathy with grievances of the 
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Uiilandeny that it had pooh-poohed the movement for repre- 
sentatioKi and refonnt that it has tried to belittle the voice of the 
people^ that it was influenced in its judgment by personal 
dictation from without, and that for particular purposes. We 
can afford to feel amused at this misrepresentation^ coming as it 
does from men who themselves so assiduously hover behind the 
columns of other organs having views more in keeping with their 
own private objects. But we can do more than that We can 
throw back the charge as unfounded and un&dr. What we have 
done has been to urge that Johannesburg should make itself 
heard through soxmd and acceptable channels^ to recommend 
moderation in doing so, to urge that the commimity should see 
to making its platform respectable, that it should appear there as 
one man, that it should forego all frothing at the mouth, and 
above all, that it should go about its business for once in a 
dignified way, and cease making a noise and nothing more. And 
whose influence, we should like to know, has effected these things, 
if it has not been the influence of the Standard and Diggerti^ 

Nent 

• • • • • 

For the rest, no sane man will pretend to doubt that this is 
the dawn of that better day in the Transvaal when phases of 
oppression must fade away before the fire of Public Opinion, or 
to deny himself the hope that the Boer, taking heed of the 
temper of the times, will put off his fear and trembling, and, 
undfirstanding better who is who and what is what, will call the 
Briton brother — or, at any rate, cousin : which were better than 
stranger, TJitlander^ and suspect What he shall call us, and how 
he shall regard us, depends, however, largely on ourselves. We 
have been moderate and patient for years. Let us not throw all 
patience, policy, and tact all at once to the four winds of heaven, 
lest the fraternising and brotherhood oome only by the spilling 
of Uood, through confusion and red ruin. 
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June 3RD, 1893. 

Then everything was in &yoiir of a graceful act; then in a 
discreet sentence or two the whole sting might have been taken 
ont of the present situation, and the Uitlander's frame of mind 
might have been yery different indeed. Now our rights must be 
wrung from the close-fisted Boer, and he must lose prestige with 
all people as a jealous creature that loves not right or righteous- 
ness. Unfortunatelyy he still believes — or is persuaded thereto 
by foolish councillors that palaver about high places — ^that the 
new force that permeates the land — the thousands that to-day 
grow angry because of the Boer arrogance and autocratic bearing; 
the demand for Republicanism of a better sort ; for ^ representa- 
tion with taxation ' — is an insignificant circumstance that can be 
ignored in the interim or suppressed for all time. This is natural 
enough ; indeed, knowing what we do of Boer history, we have 
all along made liberal allowance for the tendency to exolusiveneas 
and absolutism that marks the independence-loving Boer to-day. 
But the lease of life which the National Union has already 
enjoyed and renewed again on Saturday evening ib proof enough 
for us — and we were very careful to demand it — ^that this new 
force is no feeble thing, that it will be unwise of the Boer to trifle 
with it, that a coherent demand for reform has been made which 
is not to be pooh-poohed. Something must be done, and that 
soon. We say this in full knowledge of the Boer's case, remem- 
bering that he has not been without reason in analysing the New 
Advent before approving it and incorporating it in his Oonstita- 
tion. But the time for temporising has slipped away, and the 
warning must at last be soimded — and bt the Standard and 
Diggers' News, thb fkibkd and defender of the Boer — that 
he strives in his exclusive efforts after a false and impossible 
independence. His true independence is not in any way 
threatened from within, he himself imperils it by standing to 
his attempt after a dual Constitution and a differentiated 
franchisa ^ To some of you who obey the laws of the land and 
are trustworthy people, I shall give something.' To which we 
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are aUe, oonadentioafily and oonsifltentlyy to say to-day that all 
HATE obeyed the laws of the land, most are ^ trustworthy/ and 
that the endeayonr to select a favoured few from the masses for 
pditioal emandpation is to attempt an imprudent and impossible 
thing. Whaterer is given must be given with an equal hand, 
while yet there is the disposition to blend. For the tide is not 
to be stemmed by half-measures, nor the demand for justice 
satisfied by mere sops to a hungry Oerbems. 
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EXTRACT 
From the < Standard and Diggers' News,* 

SiPTEMBBR I2TH, 1892. 

•CIVIS ROMANUS SUM.* 

TRANSYAAL NATIONAL XTNION. 

FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH. 

FROST WITHOUT— FIRE WITHIN. 

THAT INMIRYIEW. 

HIS HONOUR'S MESSAGE 

REJECTED AND DESPISED. 

'WE WON'T WAIT.' 

TWO REAL LIVE BURGHERS. 

WHO PEPPER PRETORIA. 

ESSELEN'S ANATHEMA. 

THE CLOTH ON CUSTOMS. 

DREWS DIATRIBE. 

BARNATO BRISTLES. 

SCHEEPER'S SPAN SIMILE. 

A GREAT GATHERING. 
WE GO TO THE BURGHERS. 

From oat of tbe oold wind of Saturday night the meBiben 
of the Transvaal National Union congregated in their beloyed 
Circna onoe more. The Tree in Hyde Park and the Lions in 
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Trsfelgar Squaro hsaye perhaps gathered around them brgir 
mimbersy but never men more determined in will and more 
stentorian in yoiee than the Unionists that assembled in the 
looal Acropolis on Saturday night. The clamorous enthusiasm 
evinced at the previous three meetings was completely outdone 
by the peaceful uproar of this last assembly. There were many 
things which evoked the sturdy shout. Hitherto the TJitlanders' 
wail had not officially or formally reached the Gbvemment ear ; 
but last week it was carried to the Oapital by the most popular of 
the People's advocatesi Mr. Tudhope, only, however, to be slighted. 
The pettish rebuff and angry, arbitrary attitude of the governors 
upon that occasion formed matter for the-always-legally-and- 
constitutionaUy-ezpressed indignation of the governed. In ad- 
dition to this, from off the Forum there spake unto the people 
two men of the sect that have withheld justice from the strangers* 
But^ fnmdnle didu, they repudiated the method of their kinsn^en ; 
they stretched forth their hands and hearts in friendship and 
brotherly love. Mr. Advocate Esselen — ^teU it not in Fotchef* 
stroom — ^was even effusive in his expressed desire to accord the 
TJitlander all he asks for, and Field-Oomet Scheepers with his 
homely similes, and his imprecations upon the powers that be^ 
was a dish that tickled the political palate of the audience 
immensely. Furthermore, new orators made their debuts^ The 
Hon. B. L Bamato, in response to a clamorous shout for ' Bande,' 
beamed on the assembly for a while^ and the Bev. Mr. Drew, 
avowedly as a civilian only, but in garb anticipatory of episcopal 
contingencies, gave the politioal parson's opinion. Statistics, 
which had formed the dull feature of the previous meeting, 
were happily absent; people are mostly bored by 'rithmetic, 
especially on Saturday nights, and it gave them more pleasure 
to hear Mr. Scheepers relate the legend of his refractory oz, and 
Mng in the Head of the State in naughty comparison, than to 
listen to eloquent animadversions on the price of pickled pork. 

Amongst those present on the platform were : — ^Messrs. John 
Tudhope (Ohair), J. Hay, W. H. Begers, Advocate Auret» Ad- 
vocate Esselen, 0. Leonard, £. P. Solomon, W. St John Carr, 

les 



POLITICAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFBICA. 

W. P. Fraser, H. Solomon, W. H. Adlor, J. Jeppe, jnn., D. Holt, 
F. 0. Dnmat, W. H. Hosken, W. F. Lanoe, W. E. Hudson, B. L 
Bamato, W. J. Scheepers, and B. A. Bettington. 

Shortly after the appointed hour the Ghairman opened the 
meeting. 

Mr. Tadhope, (m riging, was greeted with loud applaase. He 
oaid : Citizens of Johannesburg, it is gratifying to see another 
large assemblage here to-night to oany on the business put into 
our hands to do. I do not propose to oooupy your time at great 
length this evening, but will just briefly indicate the programme 
advised by the Committee for this evening. I desire first, how- 
ever, to announoe, in connection with the Committee, the names 
of the following gentlemen who have joined us during the past 
week. They are: Messrs. Gteo. Qoch, D. Pullinger, W. P. 
Taylor, J. Stroyan, Y. Wolff, J. H. Leslie, B. M. WooUan, B. A. 
Bettington, H. B. Marshall, W. H. S. Bell, S. Edkins, and H. B. 
Papenfus. I had also hoped to be in a position to announce that 
the representative members of the working classes would have 
joined us to-night^ but I am not able to do so. The position of 
this Committee is not in any sense representative of sectional 
interests. Although there are on the Committee members of the 
Chamber of Mines, Chamber of Commerce, and of the various 
other representative bodies, they are not there in their capacity 
as representing those bodies. They are there as individuals ot 
the State, there as representing taxpayers of the State, as repre- 
senting in their own persons the whole community for refonn. 
Another matter, gentlemen, in no sense can this National Union 
be taken as antagonistic to the Labour Union. On the contraiy, 
I think it is perfectly proper labour should organise as well as 
capital, for business and other purposes. It is most desirable all 
these sections should be represented upon this Committee, but not 
simply as representatives of those bodies. Now, with regard to 
the proceedings, we shall first read an abbreviated narrative of 
what occurred between lihe deputation which went to interview 
his Honour the President in Pretoria. We shall afterwards read 
a message from his Honour the President to the people of 
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JokaimeBbtirgy and, on the oonoliifflon of the reading of that 
document^ the first resolution will be proposed respecting the 
franchise; then a second resolution on the tariff, and proposals 
to complete their organisations ; and, thirdly, a resolution dealing 
with registration in the Field-Oomet's books. Now, gentlemen, 
before proceeding to call upon the speakers who will bring 
forward these resolutions, I haye one or two observations to 
make. The first I wish to make is with regard to the position 
of this TJnicm. There has been a great deal of critidam in the 
local press, Orange Free State and Natal papers, about the 
position we haye taken up, and a good many insinuations made 
that we have been the mere puppets of others for political 
purposes. 

It has been said we are being used for some other un- 
revealed purpose ; that we have beeu put forward in order that 
Bwazieland may be given oyer by the Imperial Goyemment ; that 
we are the cat's paws in the hand of other men for whom we are 
to obtain some advantages for the people in the western part of 
the Gape Golony. We know this is all bunkum ; and I desire to* 
night to emphasise the position taken by this Union, which is an 
entirely spontaneous movement of the people of this Stata There 
are no outside influences at work here. We have taken steps, 
natural under the circumstances, to press the situation on tiie 
Yolksraad and to make our grievances heard, but we do not 
want to go outside the State for help. We want to fight it out 
on the ground of right and justice, and we look for help only to 
the people of this State. As to the question of the annexation of 
Bwazieland, I read an article, a dear and able but very specious 
article, in one of the Pretoria newspapers. The Press. The article 
in question seems to be inspired or written semi-officially, although 
I cannot^ of course, say whether it is so or not. What does the 
article propose P It says, in substance, 'It's very fine for you 
fellows there in Johannesburg to hold meetings and make 
speeches ; but what have you done for the independence of the 
State P' Then it suggests action, and proposes that we should 
get up a monster petition to the English Government — ^Downing 
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Street^ I beEeve they call it — and aak the Imperial GtoTeniment 
to aanotioii the annexatioii of Swameland to the TransvaaL Now, 
goBitlemen, it seeniB to me that the writer of that article has. put 
the oart before the horse. (Laughter.) I object to such a 
petition <m two grounds. Firsts I don't believe in a petition to 
Downing Street ; and seoQndljy if we were to sign that petition 
we would sign it not as citizens of this State, but as people who 
are dissatisfied with the existing state of things in this Sepublic 
If the authorities at home were to make inquiries into the status 
of the people who signed the petiticm, they would find that we are 
people who have not been trusted with the franchise in this 
oountry. No, gentiemen, let those who advise us thus first 
remedy our grievances, give us the rights and privileges of 
eitisens, associate us with the other inhabitants in the govern- 
ment of the country. Let the Government be an enlightened 
Government, a Government which will not make Swazieland a 
nest of jobbery, but will rule the country with justice and 
fairness ; then a shout will go up, not only from Johannesburg, 
bat from the whole Transvaal — 'Annex Swazieland.' (Loud 
applause.) Under existing circumstances, however, we are not 
justified to ask the Imperial Government for the annexation of 
Swazieland. Let our voice be heard in the administration of thia 
country, in the adjustment of its internal arrangements ; let this 
be done, and let the country become a strong and liberal States 
Until this is done we must hold carefully aloof from all external 
agitation. That is a duty we have to maint>ain. I have been 
asked by two of the candidates to join their committees. Well, 
I have said: 'My friends, I am in the position of Queen 
Elizabeth's gnnner, who, when asked why he did not fire a 
salute, said, '' Well, your Majesty, I have nineteen good reasons.'' 
''Well," she said, ''what is the first reason P" HerepUed,"! 
have no gmipowder." " Oh I " she said, " I will do without the 
other eighteen."' Gentiemen, I have said I have no vote. I 
have eighteen other reasons, and that is the reason why we hold 
ourselves entirely aloof from this electioneering campaign. (Ap* 
plauae.) I shall now call on the Secretary to read an abbreriatol 
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namtffe of what ooonzied between the depatation and the 
Pfeeident and Yioe-Fresident. 

The Seczetary then read the following : 

Bbport of Deftttation* 

The interyiew took place in Pretoria on Friday, 2nd Septem- 
ber, 1802. The depatation consisted of Messrs. John Tudhope, 
James Bay, W. H. Bogers, J. G. Anret^ J, F. E. Pistorins, James 
W. Leonard, and Oharles Leonard. 

The President, after shaking hands with the deputation, 
indicated that he wished them to proceed. He stated that he 
was speaking unofficially. 

lf>. Tudhope thereupon stated that those present had come as 
a depatation to discuss questions which were agitating the general 
pnUie in Johannesburg, and briefly reviewed the question of the 
franchise rights and the incidence of taxation, illustrating the 
laimess and justice of the pn^)osition that the new-comers who 
would give their certain guarantee for obedience to the law, and 
all who had a stake in the country were entitled to have a yote. 
He pointed out that this would be a source of strength to the 
Repnblia On the question of taxation he pointed out that the 
new-comers felt that the incidence of taxation was not fair and 
ahonid be reconsidered, and more especially the Customs duty 
imposed by the recent Act passed by the Yolksraad would beajr 
most heavily on the new-comers; that there were many mines 
which could barely pay their way ; while there were many mines 
which, if the burden were reduced, might possibly be made to 
pay; that the result of undue taxation might possibly be that 
many weaker mines would shut down ; thus many men would go 
away and there wotdd be a smaller market open to the producers 
of Ihe country. He briefly toudied upon the administration of 
justice and a municipal government. 

The President thereupon apparently thought he was going to 
dose the interview and addressed the deputation, informing them 
that it had always been his policy to unite the two sections of the 
people, and that he would continue in. this policy; that the 
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Presidential election was now pending in which there were three 
candidates, and that any one of these three candidates who should 
give a pledge for the granting of the franchise wonld be rejected 
by the peopla He stated that what was sought lor in the 
franchise would, if granted, depriye his people of their sole 
privilege ; he claimed that in granting the Second Chamber he 
had made a great concession in &yoiir of the new-comers, and 
that he had reduced the period which must elapse prior to 
obtaining political rights by the new-comers ; he counselled the 
deputation to go back to Johannesburg, cease to hold publio 
meetings, and be satisfied with his policy of uniting the people. 

The President was somewhat exdted in speaking. 

General Smit thereupon, also being apparently under the 
impression that the interview was dosed, said that it had 
given him great pleasure to attend this meeting, as meetings of 
this character could only tend to produce a good understanding. 

The deputation, however, not being satisfied with the answer 
given, Mr. J. W. Leonard rose, speaking through the interpreter. 
Mr. Leonard, as Mr. Tudhope had dcme, assured the President 
that the policy which he announced of uniting the people was the 
only thing that lay at our hearts ; that we could not go away and 
say we were satisfied— that would be false if we did so. 

Mr. 0. Leonard controverted the proposition that we wished to 
take away the only right of the President's old burghers, and 
claimed that a Bepublican Government could only be carried on by 
the representation of all classes of the community ; that we did 
not seek to take away the privileges of the old burghers, but 
only to share them under certain conditions. He staied ikai m 
regard to the alleged danger to the old burgkere from the gratUmg of 
the framehm he «mu prepared to oimoede thai it might poeeiblg be 
better not to grant the right to wte in the PretidenOal election at the 
pretent Ome^^ i n an n neh as the votee eoantod in the aggregate^ wherewr 

* N<m— TUs oiiBr to Ibrcgo tiie vote Ibr Presidential electioiis if we got 
Oie vote Ibr tlie Flnt Volksimsd was pwnn pH y acted on in a diaiactariatie 
spirit In 1898 the Ultlander was faqptmOf eidnded from efor gcttli^ 
the vote Ibr the PktsUcnt, wlille Ids diaace of getting tlie vote ibr the 
Volksiaad was flnaUj destiofod. 
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the voter might be reeident, but that in regard to the vote for the 
FSret Chamber this difficulty could not possibly eapist, for the simple 
reason that the new-comers ufere aU congregated in one or two districts 
of the country, and that in electing members for the Chamber which 
held the purse-strings of the country, they would still be in a minority 
and the old burghers in a vast majority ; that this oonstitutioiiid 
right would remove a grievance and source of dissatis&ction, 
although the new-comers were still in a minority in the House, 
but that there would be no legitimate cause for complaint, there 
being a representative to speak in the Yolksraad and make known 
to the country what their real wants are. He pointed out further 
to the President that the people of Johannesburg felt that the 
powers of the Second Chamber were so limited as practically to 
amount to an exclusion from aU the more important functions of 
the Gtovemment ; that it would be wiser to go back to the old 
Ghrondwet, and in any case the representation which had been 
asked for was a representation in aU the functions of Government. 
He also pointed out that, when the Second Chamber was 
established, the Yolksraad in the same year increased the period 
of probation to ten years for the right to vote for a member of 
the First Chamber, and fourteen years for the right to sit in 
the First Chamber, and that this, practically, amounted to 
exclusion for life of aU the business men who were now 
established in the country. This was felt as a great grievance. 
He respectfully assured the President that the desire was only 
for union, and to be law-abiding subjects of the Republic, and that 
while the method of those represented was to remove distrust 
and discontent, his method of depriving the new-comers of the 
vote would perpetuate their discontent. 

The President during these statements got very excited several 
times, and on one occasion said: 'WeU, why didn't they then 
leave the country P ' 

To this Mr. Leonard replied that they could not be expected to do 
so, as everything they had in the wide world was vested here. 

During one of his agitated moments the President said : ' Well, 
why don't they say at once that they reject my proposition P ' 
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Mr. Leonard pointed out that there was no proposition before 
ihem ; he had merely requested them to go home and be satisfied, 
and hold no more meetings. 

Mr. Fistorins next addressed the Fresident^ and pointed out 
how the taxation measures of the reoent session bore unduly on 
the mining industry and the new-eomers ; that the bulk of the 
revenue was already derived from those people, and that great 
danger existed of tiie people being unaUe to live and cany on 
their business under the burden of taxation. 

The Fresident during the course of this discussion stated that 
he was compelled to put on the taxation, as prior to its imposition 
it was found that there was a monthly deficit of from £30,000 to 
JB40,000. It was pointed out to him that at the time the tax was 
put on thero was a surplus of JS200,000 in the Treasury. He 
stated this was the balance of £600,000, and that the £400,000 
had been swept away by the monthly deficiency aforesaid. He 
argued that the law made no distinction in taxation between the 
old burgher and the new-comer. 

The deputation admitted that in theory it did not, but in 
practice it did, because the articles selected for taxation were 
those articles which were required and had to be consumed by 
the new-comer in large quantities, while the articles which were 
used by the old burghers were taxed very lightiy indeed. 

The President grew angry at this statement, and said he 
could not help it if the exigencies of business resulted in throwing 
a heavier burden on the new-comer than on the old He was 
very excited and avowed a protectionist poUcy in effect, by stating 
he was going to encourage the production <rf Transvaal produce, 
and that there was a great prejudice against buying the produce 
of the Transvaal He illustrated this by recalling an instance 
where he was present and saw a man buy a rotten ham of 
European production in preference to a sound Transvaal ham, 
simply because the rotten one had been produced in Europe. He 
stated that on a previous occasion he had, when the &mine 
threatened us, suspended the duties, and would do so again if 
occasion arose. 
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The deputation assored him that this was uiiBatiBf aotory, 
imd that the duties were not only proteotive but prohibitiye in 
eharaetery and that the neceBaaries of life which could not be 
produoed in the Transyaal had been unduly and heavily taxed. 

Part of this oonyersation took place between Mr. Tudhope and 
the President^ and between Mr. Pistorius and the President. 

Mr. Auret, next addressed himself to the administration of 
justioe, and pointed out the necessity of haying courts more 
frequently in Johannesburg. 

The President replied : ' I should like to see a court sitting 
there every month, and I ordered frequent circuits a long time 
aga' He didn't say why his orders had not been carried out 

Mr, 0. Leonard then asked the Government to take into 
oonsideration the question of placing the names of new-comers 
on the Field-Gomefs lists. He stated that the law required the 
new-comer^ under a penalty, to report himself within fourteen 
days to the Field-Comet ; that the Field-Comet in Johannesburg 
had a few hundred names on his list and was surrounded by 
many thousands of people; that he never took any trouble to 
acquaint the public with the fact that they must register ; that 
he never prosecuted anybody for breaking the law ; that there was 
a widespread impression amongst the new-comers that if they 
filed in papers for the purpose of paying their taxes this 
ocmstituted registration; and that now, having learnt that they 
must register themselves, they proceeded to the Field-Comet*s for 
that purpose, and were informed that they must pay a fine of 
80s. Belief was asked in this, that those persons who made an 
affidavit stating the time when they came here and who produced 
proof of having paid their personal taxes, should be placed upon 
the Field-Comet's lists as from the date of their arrival 

Oeneral Smit seemed impressed with the fairness of the 
proposition, and promised to do what he oould to give relief. 

The President also stated that a memorial should be made on 
the subject for presentation to the Yolksraad. He said he could 
not break the law, but would give attention to memorials. 

In reply, Mr. Leonard pointed out thati although in theory 
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every person was supposed to know the law, Johannesburg was 
snch an exceptional case, and it was under the circnmstanoes a 
fair one to give relief to, and that great discontent was felt that 
a fine of 30a. shonld be imposed, to say nothing about the loss of 
time, when a person claiming to be registered had already been 
in the country some time; he also stated that a number of 
persons here alleged that they reported themselves to Field-Gomet 
Du Toit, but that the books were not to be f oimd, so that persons 
who had registered themselves were deprived of the benefits 
thereunder. 

Then ensued an irregular conversation between General Smit 
and Mr. Charles Leonard, also between the President and several 
members of the deputation, in which both the President and 
Vice-President became very much excited. 

There is, however, no reason to report on this occasion what 
passed then, the foregoing being a fair narrative of the most 
important points which were discussed. 

The Chairman (continuing) said : You have heard read what 
has occurred between the deputation and the President and 
Vice-President. We went there at the invitation of these 
gentlemen and for the express purpose of interchanging oai 
views. Yon see what the result of the interchange of views has 
been. (Laughter.) It is quite evident that our deputation made a 
great and strong impression upon the mind of his Honour the 
President Not only did he speak of it to gentlemen who 
interviewed him after our departure, but on the following day 
he met one of our Committee, who was there on other businesBi 
and he desired to use him as a medium of sending a message in 
reply to the people of Johannesburg. The message is as follows : 

Mbssagb from His Honour thb Prbsidbmt to thb 
Pboplb of Johasnbsbubq. 

1. In view of the forthcoming elections, the daim made by 
the deputation for the extension of the franchise to the 
new population is untimely. No candidate for the Presi- 
204 



APFENDIOES TO THE STATEMENT. 

denoy can raise the issue with any hope of suocess, and if 
raised then sudi candidate would tiiereby forfeit all chance 
of being elected by the burghers. 
3. His Honour has always kept in view the blending of the 
two people into an united race, but this must of a necessity 
be a somewhat slow process. To open the door unre- 
serredly for the admission of the new populaticm would 
mean the abolition of the rights of the old burghers in the 
country, inasmuch as the new-comers are in the majority. 
In America the liberal provision for the admission to the 
fuU political rights of new-comers is not attended by the 
same dangers, the thousands who enter that country 
having no influence to disturb the rights of the old resi- 
dents, who are numbered in millions; whereas here, the 
old burghers, being numbered in hundreds, at once become 
the minority, and lose all their political power. To obviate 
this the admission of the new-comers to full burgher rights 
must be regulated with great care ; but in view of meeting 
the exigencies of the case, as far as it may be done with 
safety to the rights of the old burghers of the country, the 
President would be in &vour of a plan that would during 
the course of law, which is fixed at ten years, within that 
period from time to time admit of the names of trust- 
worthy burghers being laid before the Yolksraad with the 
view to such being admitted to the qualifications required 
for membership in the First Yolksraad. 
Mr. John Tudhope, continuing, said: This message was 
received with the respect which I trust we shall always show to 
utterances from the head of the State. (Hear, hear.) It was 
most carefully considered, and a copy of it was sent to his Honour 
to ascertain if it properly expressed his views, and it came back 
with his approval, and was now read to the people of Johannes- 
burg. I will now call upon Mr. Charles Leonard to address you 
upon it. (Applause.) 

Mr. Charles Leonard (who was received with loud cheers) 
said : Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, I think it is a wise thing to 
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change your speakers as muoli as possible, and I should n6t ha^a 
appeared before you to-night had it not been for ^e tanA that I 
was one of the deputaticm to Pretoria I haye consented to speak 
simply becanse I was one of the deputation. I think it angora 
well for the fatore, and is a happy omen to my mind to haTO 
amongst us, on the platform, an old burgher of tiie country, and 
also an official of the country. (Hear, hear, and cries of 'Name.') 
I belieye it is Mr. Scheepers, who has the honour of being elected 
Field-Oomet for one of the districts, and I have no doubt he 
makes a good Field-Comet. (Hear, hear.) The resoluticm which 
1 hare to submit arises partly out of the visit of the deputation to 
his Honour the President, and I will read it to you: — 

'That, while recognising with satisfaction the recognition by 

his Honour the President, in his message to the people ol 

Johannesburg, of the fact that the new population are in 

the majority in the State, and of the principle that they 

are entitled to electoral rights, this Union regards the 

proposal to admit only some of these citisens to burghefr 

rights by a slow process of selection as contrary to sound 

Bepublican principles, impracticable in working, and as 

failing to satisfy the reasonable requirements of the 

people/ 

If you will pardon me for a moment diverging, I would say a 

word as to what fell from General Smit in Pretoria, when he was 

in an excited state. In anger sometimes the truth comes out. In 

conversation with the General, he said that behind this movement 

was pelitioal intrigue and matters affecting Swasieland. (Oties of 

'No.') I gave him my assurance and my word of honimr that 

there was nothing of die kind. I ask you to say no. We are 

not traitors to the flag of this country, and are not conspiring 

against it, but seek to strengthen the republican institutions cf 

this country. (Applausa) I shall now proceed to deal witix the 

matter of the resolution. The President^ in speaking, said — 

possibly there was more in it than was intended to meet the eye— 

that no candidate for the Presidency would dare to promise the 

franchise, that it would endanger his chance of re-electioiL I 
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poiiited out that this re-deotion was in the hands of the burghers 
of this country, and had nothing to do with it, that there was no 
desire to take away the rights of the burghers, but that we simply 
desired to share those rights upon true republican principles. I 
may state that what struck me here was that nothing was said or 
urged by his Hcmour the President on the ground of our not 
being entitled to the franchise, but that we, getting those rights 
and being in the majority, would take away their privilegea I 
pointed out that instead of being a source of weakness, we should 
be a source of strength; pointed out that, whilst perhaps it might 
be unwise to ask for a vote for the Presidential election, with 
regard to the First Ghamber we wanted a vote ; that we did not 
want dummy votes, but we wanted a part in everything coming 
under the science of Gh)yemment. I pointed out that, according 
to the distribution at present in force, that we would send only a 
fourth of the members to the Yolksraad, that the old members 
would still be in the vast majorily, but we would be there with 
our representatives to imbue the Yolksraad with the true senti- 
ments of the community. I ask you whether those views were 
sound or not (Applause.) Let us now analyse the President's 
proposaL I think, in the message to the people of Johannesburg, 
the President has admitted two great principles, principles which 
fully justify the support of the National TJnion. He admitted 
we were in the majority, and admitted by his proposition of 
selection that we are entitled to some alterations in the present 
law of the franchise. The question before us is whether we as a 
Union can accept the President's proposals. {* No, no,' and loud 
applause.) I say it is a proposition that cannot obtain a hearing 
in a republic, where the people are imbued with republican 
sentiment, and is opposed to the true principles of republicanism. 
It is one which, if accepted, would paralyse the highest and best 
interests in us, and it is probably intended to lead to disunion 
amongst ourselves. I say. No, we will not have it, and intend 
standing shoulder to shoulder. (Loud applause.) If this process 
of selection were accepted, it would be found that sycophant 
jelly-fishes and hunters after concessions will be selected* and 
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thus the very thing held out as a lure to cease agitating would be 
the yery thing to put new chains upon us and our libertiea. 
(Cheers.) I say that if we were to take the proposal seriously, 
the last state would be worse than the first We are suffering 
under two things to-day. The political disability under the 
circumstances as altered by the present Government is rankling 

deeply in our hearts, and tiien the sins of administration but 

I had better say no more. (A voice : ' Speak out^' and laughter.) 
I think, gentlemen, it is our business to attack incompetent 
administration and its abuses. It is our duty to teach the 
burghers of this country that the iniquities of which we complain 
are suffered by them as welL I decline to accept the Government 
as representing either the burghers or ourselves. (Loud cheera) 
The reason why I say that is, that it is five years since the 
burghers were called upon to elect a Gbvemment^ and in these 
five years changes have taken place which fully justify our 
demands. Government persistently ignores these demands, but 
it would be a very poor compliment to the burghers generally to 
say that they supported the Government in thi& No, gentlemen, 
I believe strongly in the sense of justice and the common sense 
of the burghers. It is to this sense of justice that we must 
appeal, and this can only be done by the widest publication of our 
wants and wishes. (Loud applausa) 

Mr. W. H. Rogers, who seconded the resolution, said : You 
have aU heard of the interview which the deputation of this 
Union had with his Honour the President and with the Vice- 
President. My impression of that interview amounts to this : ' I 
am very pleased to see you ; go back to Johannesburg and be very 
good boys ; wait tiU I have been re-elected, and then I will see 
what I can do for you.' I may also say the public of Johannes- 
burg has been miskf ormed as to who sought the interview. The 
Union did not seek the interview with the President, but the 
President sought the interview with the Union. Well, we went, 
we saw, and I think we conquered to a certain extent. (Hear, 
hear.) At all events, we scored in our demeanour and in our 
quiet firmness. (Hear, hear.) I think, gentlemen, we have 
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ocmquered, if it is sometluiig for the President of this State to 
admit that we are in a majority and that we are entitled to 
electoral rights. (Applausa) But we cannot admit, we cannot 
accept^ his idea of admitting us to these rights. It is opposed to 
sound republican principles. What we want and what we are 
striving for is the gOTemment of the people by the people — (hear, 
hear) — and not by a chosen few. I may ask who is to elect those 
chosen few, who is to make the selection of these reliable men ? 
The whole of the State is to-day suffering under the misgoyem- 
ment and rapacity of a chosen f ew, and this will go on until we 
have gained our point We acknowledge with satisfaction what 
the President has said ; but we must not rest here, we must not 
be satisfied till we have reached the goal of our ambition, the 
government of the people by the voice of the people, and by the 
people only. This we ask for, and this only will satisfy the 
reasonable requirements of the people. The President proposes to 
&vour the selection of a certain number of reliable men each year. 
What 1 1 ! This from one who is always harping on his desire to 
cement the old and new population, but who in my opinion has 
done the most to cause diisunion. (Hear, hear.) Who has only 
lately added to our burdens by increased taxation ? What I This 
firom a President of a Republic. Is this justP Is this rightP 
(No.) Is this in accord with the possibilities of sound republican 
government P I say ten thousand times no. Away with such a 
proposal. Away with the idea of ruling the masses by a selected 
chosen few. Again I say, who is to make the selection, and who 
is to decide on the relialdlity of the chosen few P Not those who 
sit at the seat of Government, and who have hitherto turned a deaf 
ear to all our requests, and who would do so to all eternity, if they 
had the selection of the chosen few. No, we cannot and will not 
agree to this, and though we have an arduous task before us, let 
us not be daunted in our work. We are doing a great work, and 
ne great work is ever accomplished without unwearied perse- 
verance. Let us be firm and decided, quiet but resolute, confident 
in our integrity to work for the good of the people, and thus 
preserve the independence of the Republic, and success will before 
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long crown oar efforts. (Cheers.) Let ns not gire way one iota 
of the principle of Republicanism, which professes equality aa its 
very root and foundation — the ruling of the people by die people^ 
thus showing that our Union is a true one, earnest and anzioaa 
for the welfare and liberties of the whole of the popuktioiL 
(Applause.) We seek this, for we know our rulers are surrounded 
by bad advisers, men who act from selfish motives only, and who 
have caused the mismanagement of public matters and puUic 
money. We seek this, for we ask what is right. We ask what 
is just, and we ask that the many shall not be misgoYemed for 
the benefit of a chosen few. (Hear, hear.) One of our local 
papers has been raising side issues, such as the handing over 
Swazieland, and for this Union to take part in such work. Then, 
again, the sanitary state of the town is dangled before our eyes,, 
and it says also that we are the tools for doing the work of other 
governments and politicians. Now, on behalf of the Committee 
of the Union, I say that we shall not go away one inch from iiiB 
objects of the Union. The sanitary matters we will leave to the 
Sanitary Board ; though, forming part of the large populatkm of 
this town, we shall do what we can to help the Board in its 
endeavours for the improvement in local matters. (Hear, hear.) 
I deny emphatically that we are or have been influenced by any 
one or any government outnde of the State. It is our intention 
to work away quietly, not seeking outside help, but trusting to 
the rights of our cause, strong in our belief that justice will at 
last prevail, and our reasonable requirements be acceded to. 
(Loud cheers.) 

The Chairman then put the first resolution, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. St. John Carr said : Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, before 
I read the second resolution, which I have been appointed by the 
Committee to propose to-night, it will be necessary and important 
that I shall first recall the course of recent events to your mind, 
in order that you may understand the reason the Committee have 
decided to suggest another step to you to-night. You have all 
followed with great interest, and, I am sure, with great sympathy, 
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tlib& meetings heM ft feir wedcs baok to see wlmt shoid^ be doii^to 
Mug about a better state of aSaiiti hera Since tben we have 
formed onrsdhree into a National Union, with specific objects, and 
those objects have been cdearly defined in our constitation« We 
then proceeded to lormnlate, after due deHberatioa and making 
aUowanoes for all circumstances, certain two requests— one with 
legard to the franchise, and the other with regard to the oppres- 
sive Customs' tariff, which comes into operation on the Ist 
October. Those claims have been hiid respectively before the 
Oovenmient, and we have shown to demonstration the justice of 
our claims to the franchise, and the injustice of the burdens we 
shall suffer under the new Customs' law. We pointed out that 
these increased taoLes would grind the face of the poor and hard- 
working majority. Our proceedings have been followed and 
carefully discussed, and it we are to judge from newspaper 
conmients and private writings, what we have asked is fair and 
reasonable ; but the Gtovemment, which we have approached, has 
practically, from their replies, turned a deaf ear to our earnest 
and moderate appeals. It is abundantly dear that the Govern- 
ment has &iled to recognise the situation. But supposing they 
had done so, do you think anything would have been done to 
satisfy our demands f No I Now, it would be a novel experience 
lor us who have lived long in the land to find that when 
Oovemment has made up its mind to do a thing, that anything 
would lie in the way. Our experience has been that the ways 
and means and the necessary authority have always been forth- 
coming when Government required them for doing anything they 
wished to do. 

We may therefore assume that Gbvemment does not want to 
do anything for us, and we may be sure that if it were otherwise 
the rights we ask for would have been granted long ago. That is 
the reason why we shall appeal to the burghers who elect the 
Government to exert themselves on our behali We intend to 
rouse the country from end to end. (Loud cheers.) To get them 
to listen to and understand and appreciate all we have to say. 
(Cheers.) The true state of affidrs must be demonstrated, we 
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must break down the baniera of misrepfeeeiitatioii which have 
grown up all around ns, and I 8aj that we ahall then have a nnion, 
and a right understanding between all the inhabitants of thia 
oountry. By means of this organisation we shall be able to 
estaUish branches throughout all the electoral distrietSy and by 
their aid we can disseminate the friendly message which we ha^o 
to send to the people of this country. We must conyince them 
of the strength of our purpose to have our tights, and of the 
sincerity of our intention to respect theirs. Now, gentlemen^ the 
carrying out of this our programme will not prove the success we 
hope to achieve unless you lend us your support Let every man 
resolve to use his best efforts to promote this course, write to your 
friends all over the country, get every one you know to propagate 
the Union* Their right will make our might and in this way 
alone shall we become a power in this Bepublic, and be able to 
bring about a Union which in very trath is a National Union. 
(Loud and prolonged cheers.) I shall now read to you the 
resolution which I have to propose : — 

' That in view of the Gbvermnent having failed to supply any 

satisfactory reply to the representations of the people with 

regard to the granting of the franchise, and the suspension 

of the oppressive Customs' tariff, to come into operation on 

the Ist October, this meeting of the Union resolves to 

appeal forthwith to the burghers of the country through 

the agency of branches of this Union to be established right 

throughout the electoral districts of the State.' 

Mr. H. Solomon seconded the resolution proposed by Mr. Carr. 

He said : You have heard the account of the interview which took 

place wifli the Gbvemment ; and, gentlemen^ I may say (and I 

think you will agree with me) that it is a one-man Gh)vemm6nt. 

When the President of this country makes up his mind he 

generally carries out what he intends to do, and the other 

members of the Executive simply back him up (Hear, hear.) 

The resolution just proposed covers a lot of ground. It covers the 

question of taxation among other things. By a great amount of 

pressure we have succeeded in getting the railway brought up to 
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JoliaimeBbiirg ; but, by an extraordinary piece of legidationy the 
Ooyemment of this country has prevented the railway from 
carrying goods into the country. I should like to know how the 
Ooyemment of this country will ever pay the interest on the 
money they have borrowed to pay for this railway, unless they 
take away the prohibitiye duties just passed by the YolksraadL 
(Applause.) It is all very well for the Gbvemment of this 
country to say that the UitlaDdery or new-comer, will haye to bear 
the chief burden of the taxes. The burden will be so great 
directly that it will be impossible to get it from these Uitlanders 
— (laughter) — and the old burghers will find that they will have 
to assist in paying the taxes* As it appears we have failed to 
reach the ear of the Gbvemment, I should like to appeal to the 
burghers, and I believe it is impossible to appeal better to the 
feelings of any man, whether Uitlander or burgher, than to do so 
through his pocket. (Laughter.) I would like the burgher of 
this country to understand if these prohibitive duties are not 
removed, it will be impossible for the interest to be paid on the 
amount we have borrowed to bring the railway into the country, 
and the consequences will be a heavier burden of taxation, which 
will be laid at the door of the burgher himself. (Hear, hear.) 
Most of the gentlemen who have addressed you this evening have 
to a certain extent (if I may use the word) blackguarded the 
Government, but I would like to give the Gbvemment every 
credit for recognising the power of the Union They have seen 
us. What does that meanP It means that they recognise the 
voice of the people is speaking through the voice of the Union. 
The President is a candidate for the next election for the 
Presidency of this country. I don't think you could expect the 
President to come forward and say, 'You must give these people 
the franchise,' and thereby jeopardise the chance of his election. 
But he, and the other candidates, ought to put this matter before 
the burghers of the country and say, ' Here is a power you must 
reckon with ; here is a population that have brought brains and 
money into the country ; you must reckon them as one of 
yourselves, and give them what they wish.' Then let the 
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'biirgli»r» with that senfle of jnstioe which Mr. Leonard says is one 
ol the hrightest ornaments of his charaeter, oome forth and aid 
na ICost of you will remember that the members of the 
Tolksraad absolutely refused to give the ExeoutiYe that power 
of attorney — (laughter) — which they gave them last session. 
What does this mean P Why , it means that the burghers are not 
particularly satisfied with the action of the Gbyemment, and they 
wish to take a deeper interest in the management of the ooontry 
themsdyes. (Hear, hear.) As you are aware, gentlemen, there 
will be a fresh election shortly, and there will very likely be 
eighteen new members appointed. I believe if the burghers take 
that mterest in it which they are inclined to do, they will have 
eighteen members of more Uberal ideas than the eighteen who 
Ysoate their seats. I am sorry to see in one of the newspapers 
here that the National Union is supposed to be antagonistic to the 
movement called the Labour Union just organised. Now, that is 
not so. We desire the working man, as well as the capitalist, 
to identify himself with us, and we look to ev^ybody for his 
support If we can get the support of the Labour Union, we wiU 
rely upon it doing everything it can for the protection of the 
working classes, and shall be glad of their support. Something 
has already been said to you this evening about concessions. 
They are the curse of the country, and if something is not done to 
remove them by the government, or the Yolksraad of the country, 
they will have to be purchased, and to get them purchased, very 
heavy taxes will have to be laid on the country. We mnst either 
get ^em cancelled or buy out the concessionaires. If we cannot 
cancel them, then the {Mople will have to face a very severe 
burden in taxation. The resolution which Mr. Carr has proposed 
for your acceptance, to have branches throughout the country, 
reminds me of the Afrikander Bond, which was started by a 
much smaller meeting than that which inaugurated this Union* 
It was sneered at throughout the country and by the people, but 
finally it became a power. That movement represented, however. 
Public Opinion, and was so strong that the intelligent portion of 
the Gobny had to recognise that it was a power in the land. The 
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CbTermnent of the ooantry also reoogniaed its importance^ and 
finaUy the Bond obtained all it aaked for in the way of rights and 
privilegeB ; and I say to-day tibe Afrikander Bond biingB a very 
great influence to bear upon the Ooyemment of South Africa. It 
was also a good influence, as is any influence which causes us to 
listen to the voioe of public opinion ; and the Goyemment of the 
Cfaqpe Colony had done a very wise thing in recognising it. The 
Transvaal Union is in a better position to start with than the 
Afrikander Bond, because from the very outset it has been 
leoognised by the Gknremment. When the Gbyemment stated 
diey would like to see a deputation from us in Pretoria, they 
recognised the power of the Transraal Union immediately. 
(Hear, hear.) Our duty is to haye proper organizations, to haye 
branches in eyery town in the Transvaal, and then, gentlemen, we 
shall have what we can call a strong public position with the 
burgher of this country. (Loud apjdause.) 

The Ohairman : Before putting this resolution I may say we 
have a distinguished stranger on the platform this evening. (A 
voice : * No stranger.') Although I have not his authority, I am 
going to ask him to address you upon this resolution. Mr. 
Advocate Esselen will now speak to this assemblage. 

Mr. Esselen (who in risiag was greeted with loud and 
continuous applause and cheers) said: Mr. Ghairman and 
gentlemen, it is getting rather late, therefore the sooner I have 
done with you, and you with me, the better. I am sure when I 
heard the Ohairman alluding to a distingaiahed gentleman upon 
die platform, I did not tbink he was alluding to me but to 
another distinguished gentleman, though I certainly thought you 
might expect to hear a few words from me. However, gentlemen, 
I may tell you that I quite agree with your Ohairman when he 
stated that I agreed with this movement I may tell you that I 
am in entire accord with the movement of the National Union, 
and I am very proud to have been asked to say a few words. I 
have previously been before you at one or two public meetings in 
Johannesburg, but they were not attended like this, nor so 
interesting. The first was when Mr. Jeppe was standing as 
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candidate for the Seoond Ohamber, and I remember diatinotly iSbe 
impreaaion made upon me ; but that impreaaion waa made mock 
atronger by the meeting of the other nighty when Mr. Oharlie 
Leonard impreaaed upon that portion of the pablio of 
Johanneabnrg the neoeaaity of regiatering. He aaid to you, 
'Begiater, regiateri regiater.' Another member of your 
Oommittee, not long ago adviaed you to 'Agitate, agitate^ 
agitata' Gentlemen, let me aak you not to forget theae worda, 
but to take them aerionaly to heart Begiater and agitate ! Only 
by theae meana will you get the ref orma joa aak, and to whieh, 
let me say, you are fdlly entitled. (Lend applauae.) It afforda 
me great pleasure to be here to-night, becauae you prove, not only 
by your presence here, bat also by the choice of the gentlemen 
who form your Committee, that you are sincere in your 
protestations. But you moat remember that it ia not enough to 
meet together here in Johannesburg and to give vent to your 
feelings. You must do something further. Now, the proposition 
before you ia one by which it ia calculated to help the movement 
forward. You are to call upon your friends and qrmpathisera all 
over the country, and to aak them to organiae throughout the 
length and breadth of the country by eatabliahing branohea of 
this Union. Then, when your united voice is heard, the 
misrepresentations which have been spread about you will be 
ewept off the &ce of the earth, and the people of the country will 
recognise in you true citiaena of a great BepubUc. But remember 
one thing. Bemember that no political privilege is to be gained 
except by time, energy, and effort Don't forget that neither th^ 
Government of this country nor the burghers of this country are 
likely to say to you, ' Open your moutha wide, and we will fill 
them I' (Laughter.) They will do no such thing. Show to 
them that you strive on constitutional lines to get the constitution 
of the country changed; that you are to be trusted with 
privileges and power. (Applausa) I have watched with great 
interest the two political movements which are now at work in 
this country, for I can assure you that there ia alao a movement 
among the enfranchised burghers of this State, and I may tell you 
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tihat I have been greatly struck by these two moyementflL These 
two movements agitate the minds of all who are intelligent 
enough to take an interest in the future welfare of the oountry, 
and I have oome to the conclusion that now is the time for you to 
assert your rights and show your patriotiun. The Uitlanders — 
I call them Uitlanders no longer, because it is a misnomer— *I 
would have to call myself an Uitlandery for there are many here 
who have been longer in the country than myself and others have 
oome a few years or months after ma Now, while I, to-night, 
enjoy the full priYileges of citizenship, you and they do not Is 
that system to be perpetuated in this country for ever P (Cries of 
' No I ') Is it conducive to the strength and prosperity of the 
country P (Cries of ' No I *) Let me give you the assurance that 
if this question were addressed to a meeting of enfranchised 
burghers the answer would be 'No/ as in this case. (Loud 
cheers.) (Gentlemen, I tell you it Ib a good thing for you if you 
pass this resolution to establish branches of the Union throughout 
the length and breadth of the land. The material will not be 
wanting, and the material that you will find ready to hand will 
not consist of Uitlanders alone, but will comprise many burghers, 
who qrmpathise with and will join the movement on account of 
their sense of justice. (Applause.) It is necessary to do that to 
sweep away the misrepresentation made with regard to your 
character and with regard to your objects. Did any one think for 
a moment that this spirit which has shown itself lately in 
Johannesburg — ^not only in Johannesburg, because we must not 
forget that we are a National Union — ^that if this feeling had been 
aroused and nursed by outside influence, that I for one would take 
part on this platformP I ask you to say it was an absolute 
absurdity for any one to say so. (Hear, hear.) But it is a furtiier 
step in that class of misrepresentation which now wishes to blind 
the eyes of the burghers again as to your motives. What is that 
motive, gentiemen P 

I have heard to-night with surprise and deep regret the report 
which your Committee has brought back from the powers that be 
in Pretoria. IwUh to ask ycu whether you can give any credence to 
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ike Btaiemmts of a man wJko mys he ie going to wnUe iwo people 
uihen the whole of hie aete Jbr the loot ten yeaire ehow it ie abeobUeIg 
umtfue. (Loud clieeni.) I do not speak without knovring what lam 
talking about (Applaiue.) I sag gou have been kq^t out of gear 
political prknlegee, not became the peopie have kept gou out from fear 
thai gout being granted theee prioHegee would wreck or endanger the 
independence of this eountrg^ but to enable the few^ and a greedgfem, 
to rule this countrgfor their own ende. (Load cheers.) In 1882, 
gentlemen^ every man could get the franchiae who came into 
the ooontry, lived for five yesrs in it, and was registered and 
had paid £25. Not only so, but other towns had representatives. 
Towns such as Bustenburg and Lydenburg, that could send repre- 
sentatives to Pretoria, did so. Every man that was enfranchised 
was entitled to take his seat in the lEUuid. In 1886, shortly after 
Johannesburg was started, and after Barfoerton had been in 
existence, this law was altered, and although that period was 
dianged, they said no man who had not been fifteen years in the 
country could take a seat in the Y olksraad. Was that not a 
rsactionary measure, and was it not liable to widen the difierencea 
of the people? Shortly after the representatives were taken 
away from Lydenburg and Bustenburg, but no voice was raised 
aga^ist it. Who wae it thai proposed the measure thai was now in 
force — that the new-comer in this countrg should only get full fran^ 
chise after he had been here fourteen gears, and then only at the sweet 
willqf the legislatice bodg f (Laughter.) Who was it proposed that f 
Was it not the same man thai gave gour Committee the answer to do 
nothing more f (Loud applause.) / ask you, gentlemen, can gou 
efter thai sit still and follow the advice thai is given to gou to hold no 
more meetings f (Cries of * Na') Will gou allow goursehes to be 
gagged? (Voices, 'No.') Gentlemen, I say you would not be 
doing your duty to yourselves and to the South African Bepublic 
if you did. (Cheers.) One of the previous speakers mentioned 
that the powers that be could do nothing at present Hiave we 
not an instance in the railway that has come here of what the 
President could doP Did not the President tell Mr. Oharlsa 
Leonard that the people of Johannesburg would soon have rail* 
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way OQHunimioatioii with the seaboard, and when the matter wav 
first mentianed to him, did he not sa j, * Let me do it my own 
way/ and when the Yolksraad was not sitting he entered into 
an agreement^ without any legiakitiYe authority, well knowing 
his force and authority would carry it the next sitting of the 
BaadP Now I ask you has he gone to the trusty burghers and 
said, * There are thousands of men well disposed to the BepuUio 
that want the franchise, and I ask you to give them that fran- 
chisa (Hear, hear.) I advise you to give them that franchise, 
I tell you you will strengthen the Republic if you will allow these 
men equal priyileges.' AU these years has he even raised a 
single word for youP (A voice, 'Never, never/) If he had 
gone on his travels amid the burghers, and laid your just cause 
before those burghers, is there any one doubt what the answer 
would be P If any one doubts then he would be a lunatic. (Ap- 
plause.) Therefore I say, * Trust them not, they are fooling you* 
Bely upon your own powers, rely upon the justice of your casa 
Obganizb I Oboanizb I Oboanizb I Lay your case before the 
burghers. I am convinced from what I have lately heard 
throughout the length and breadth of the land, a new brother- 
hood will be entered upon. The Boer will know it will help to 
stroigthen the independence of the coxmtry for which he fought 
if he stands shoulder to shoulder with you. (Loud applause.) 
Therefore, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I am exceedingly 
pleased at the proposition proposed and seconded by the previous 
speakers. I ask you to pass it, but when it is passed, I adr 
yon not to leave the whole organization in the hands of one 
or two only. Oet the speeches, get them reported and circulated, 
get them reported in Dutch and spread them throughout the 
length and breadth of the country. (Hear, hear.) Mark me, 
Mr. Ghairman, one of the greatest factors that has opened the 
eyes of the Boer, made him read as he never read before — ^I 
Imow it for a fact — is the e£EBot of this industrious law-abiding 
population on the goldfields. The surplus of the country has 
increased to such an extent he can hardly understand it; but 
he knows perfectly well — as well as any man upon Witwaters- 
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nmd — ^that as long as the indiutry oontinnes so long will the 
surplus remain and increase. He knows if you disappear that 
surplus will vanish and the old order of a£Edr8 be reverted to, 
and no man would dislike that more than the burner of this 
country. (Hear, hear.) 

Therefore, the condusian I have come to is this : Yon have 
a friend in the burgher, but, owing to the machinations and on 
account of your own lethargy and indifference, you do not know 
it Let your voice be heard« Claim on constitutional lines what 
any man has the right to daim and you will have a friend in 
the burgher, and, in connection with this, your various branches 
of the National Union will be the best means of effecting that 
brotherhood for which all are hoping. (Loud and continued 
applause.) 

The Chairman then announced than an old burgher of the 
State, who was a Field-Comet of an important district, would 
address the meeting in Dutch, Mr. Charles Leonard interpreting. 

Mr. W. J. Soheepers (who was greeted with hearty applause) 
said : Gentlemen and friends, as many as there are here. I ocme 
before you to-night as an old inhabitant of the TransvaaL It 
gives me great pleasure to be invited among you. What has 
been said of other speakers to-night I cannot contradict. (Cheera) 
I must say, to my sorrow, it is the simple truth. (Loud applause.) 
I am glad that after to-night I cannot call you Uitbindera; I 
must call you strangers, acknowledged by me to-day as oo- 
burghers of this State. I am ashamed of the answer that has 
been sent to your Committee. The reason thereof I can fully 
understand. In other years when these difficult matters have 
cropped up, they have been shifted on to the Executive. The 
Executive could then settle them forthwith; but this year the 
power has been taken from thenu If any one says nay to this^ 
let him stand up. It gives me great pleasure that strangers 
stand up to-night to speak the truth which for long years has 
been smothered. (Loud applause.) I think if it really came 
to a point of law that there would be hundreds amongst you 
present who are equally entitled with myself and other Afri- 
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kandan to the fall rights of dtuens — that is, aooording to law. 
I beoame an inhabitant of this coantrj in 1861. At that time, 
if a man resided for one year in the State he beoame a fall 
dtisenu He oould vote for * G^eral ' and for the Presidenoy, 
although he was not himHelf personally eligible for the presi- 
dentship. In 1866 this was altered. The residence qualification 
was then made fire years. As Mr. Esselen said, the law relating 
to the payment of the £25 was then again changed. Theref ore^ 
there are hundreds of you that are entitled to the rights of full 
oitiMns, because you haye satisfied the necessary requirements. 
It is not necessary to go &r to prove this. Every one of you is en- 
titled to these rights, even if you can only own a stand, and some 
of you have paid hundreds and thousands of pounds in excess of the 
required amount. I give you credit, burghers, that you stand up 
to-day for your rights, and for justice for yourselves. You must 
stand shoulder to shoulder to dcdEend those rights. The goldfields 
have been alluded to to-night. What was the condition of the 
Transvaal before the Band fields were discovered P (Laughter.) 
It was on the verge of bankruptcy. (Hear, hear.) But in what 
position does it stand to-dayP Three or four years ago the 
Treasury was so overflowing with coin that the Government 
offered money to lend. (Laughter.) And look at its condition 
now I One thing more, which you may say is a divergence. 
When If a Boer, have been driving a span of oxen five or six 
or ten years, I depend upon them and it is not necessary for 
me to look out for the bad places on the road. But one day 
one of my oxen makes a mistake and then the whole span 
stioks, (Laughter.) Thus it is with our Government. (Cheers.) 
Gitizens I We have trusted them ten or fifteen years. What is 
the case to-dayP The voice of the people isdead, and the Yolks- 
raad together with the President ' boss the show.' (Loud cheers.) 
Present memorials or don't present memorials — ^it is all the same. 
(Gheers.) The voice of the people is dead, and we must re- 
awaken it. (Loud cheers.) And, gentlemen and friends, is it in 
our power; can we get those defaulting, shaky oxen taken out 
of the span, and new ones put iaP (Prolonged cheers.) My 
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opinion is that we require a new Preddent and a new Ydlv- 
raad. So long as the Yolksraad is established upon its pnsent 
hasisy by whioh only landed proprietors ate eligible for it» we 
shall never obtain a redress of our grievanoes. Look baok liMa 
the year ISiO, and sees if one single penny of taxation has been 
leyied upon one inch of ground. No, the poor burgher— 4lie 
soldier of the country — ^must sustain the heavy burdens of tihe 
State ! Gtentlemeny as you wiU, so I will vote witii 3^u. I am 
a raw Afrikander, although I have lived among the Britishers. 
Justice prevails in the world, but it has yet to prevail m the 
Transvaal ! (Hear, hear.) Gentlemen, so feur I have said enouglL 
But yet one thing more. (Turning to the Committee), I see liiat 
so far as the work has been done, it has been well done. Bat it 
has not gone far enough. We must prepare another petitioa in 
urgent terms — we are the voice of the people, and must make that 
voice heard. I say we must prepare another memorial to Gbvem- 
ment^ asldng them decisively to say who is to vote and who is 
not. And let me tell you die time has come when the voioe of 
every citizen must make itself heard. We have snfEered five 
years in iron fetters, and if we make another mistake suoh as 
we have made five years ago, we shall have to bear those letters 
five years longer. (Applause.) We must try to get free and 
remain free. (Loud cheers.) The half of the Transvaal is 
already in the hands of a few speculators, now it is necessary for 
us to try and keep a tittle out of it. (Gheers and laughter.) 
Well, gentlemen, I think I have said enough to-night, and will 
now make room for other speakers. 

(Mr. Scheepers sat down amidst enthusiastic applause, whieh 
was continued for a few minutes. When it subsided three cheers 
for the last speaker were called for, and were most heartily given.) 
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REPORT 

From the ^ Standard and Diggers' News/ 

Dated May 29TH, 1893. 

TRANSVAAL NATIONAL UNION. 

AWAKES FBOM ITS SLEEP 

AND REVIEWS ITS DEMANDS. 

THEY WILL INSIST.-NO LONGER TO BE PUT OFF. 

On Saturday eyening last the large hall of the Stook Exchange 
was oiowdedy to the number of about 800, with an enthusiastic 
and attentive audience called together by the Transvaal National 
Union. A very commodious platform had been erected at one 
end of the hall. Amongst those present were the Hon. John 
Todhopey President of the Union, Messrs. 0. Leonard, W. P. 
Fraaer, A. B. Goldring, W. H. Rogers, St. John Carr, Rev. 
D. W. Drew, Jas. Hay, J. Durham, D. Holt, H. Solomon, R. A 
Bettington, H. Adler, E. Lippert, Black, Hudson, Peirson, W. H. 
Adler, Woodford, H. J. HofEmeyer. A sprinkling of ladies were 
to be seen in die gallery. 

Mb. Tudhopb is hsabd again. 
The Chairman, on rising to open the proceedings, was warmly 
applauded. He addressed those present as citiaens of Johan- 
nesburg, members of the Transvaal National Union, and said he 
was sorry he could not add ' electors and burgh«rs of the State.' 
They were met there once more after an interval of repose to 
resume the agitation for their political rights and liberties which 
for a short time had been interrupted, and he was glad to see by 
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the large attendance that evening the subject had not lost any 
of its importance in their eyes. (Apphinse.) That they were 
folly alive to the necessity of being represented in the Oonnoils of 
this State, and by their presence there that evening they again 
authorised the Committee to recommence the agitation in their 
name. Before giving the meeting the programme of the pro- 
ceedings he desired for a short time to take them back to the 
condition of things political as they existed tiiis time last year. 
They were well aware that in the early part of 1892 political 
matters were dead ; there was no such thing as political feeling in 
Johannesburg. At that time it would have been extremely 
di£ELCult to have got up any meeting to discuss political aSain 
whatever. The result was tiiat the Government, emboldened fay 
the apparent apathy of the people, proceeded to curtail the few 
liberties they then enjoyed, and further they denied municipal 
rights to them. Johannesburg, he was sony to say, is still 
without a municipality, a privilege which is enjoyed by the 
meanest towns in the neigl^bouring Colonies. This state of 
affairs was endured for a time, but at last the people began 
to give expression to their feelings, with the result that the 
Transvaal National Union was brought into existenca It was 
felt that some organization was required in order to give public 
expression to the views they held, and which many of them had 
expressed in privata The members of the Union met in their 
first session of Parliament in 1892, and that evening they were 
met in the second session of their great Parliament The meet- 
ings of the Union had been the means of disillusioning the 
people, and had woke the Gbverament up to the fact that there 
is in the country an intelligent body of men who desired to have 
the rights of citisenship, men whose demands were moderate 
but firm, and deserving of consideration. All that the Union 
asked for during its session of 1892 had not been granted by the 
Gbvenmient, which unfortunately was at the time embarrassed 
by the coming election, and by dissensions amongst themselves; 
but the influence of the Union on the Gh)vemment had been 
great Branches of the Union had been formed in various parts, 
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and a manif eeto had been pat forward in the Dutch language^ 
and oirculated in most of the principal f armhonBes of the State. 
(Applause.) They had good reason to believe that the circulation 
of that manifesto, setting forth the demands of the Uitlanders, 
had been of the greatest advantage to their cause. From far 
and near they had heard that the Boers were prepared to agitate 
in favour of some of the measures of reform asked for by the 
Union, and moreover they knew that there was a very large 
party, an increasing party, in the State who are prepared to 
meet the Union in its demands. (AppUusa) Two important 
political events had occurred since they last met The Ifirst was 
the new election of the members of the Yolksraad, and more 
especially as it concerned Johannesburg the election of another 
member to represent them in the First Yolksraad. (Applause.) 
That was an object-lesson to them on what they were to come 
to. They were reduced to this, that the intelligent mechanic, 
the intelligent miner, the man of business, the man of wealth, 
was excluded from the election, and the nobodies, the obscure 
people who came from their obscurity and voted on the day 
and went back to their obscurity — those were the men who 
returned the member for Johannesburg. (Hear, hear.) Jep- 
pestown, Fordsburg, Doomfontein, Marshall's Township, were 
absent^ and Yeldschoendoip and the Brickfields were promi- 
nently conspicuous. (Laughter and applause.) Such an im- 
pression did those scenes make on an old burgher of the 
State, who witnessed them from the stqw of the Post-offices, 
that he turned to one of the members of the Union, and exclaimed, 
'I don't wonder the Uitlander feels slighted when you see a 
thing like that, when you see these men allowed a vote and 
you are not.' That was an object-lesson to the inhabitants of 
this country. They had a member in Mr. Jeppe, who was in 
sympathy with their objects. (Applause.) He was pleased to 
Imow Mr. Jeppe had made an intelligent study of all the great 
questions that had agitated them, and come to a definite resolution 
an them, and he went to the Yolksraad to give expression to 
those f edings when the right time arrived. He believed their 
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interests were sale in Mr. Jeppe's hands. He was delighted thejr 
had such a member, but he ought to have been sent by the 
intelligent inhabitants of Johannesburg, and not by the nobodies. 
(Apphiuae.) The next great political event was the election 
of the President^ and here, to their shame be it spoken, the 
same obscure individuals voted and put a man into the highest 
position in the State. Why should the members of the National 
Union have taken part in the election of the ruler of this country lor 
the next five years when they had no right to do so P (ApplMise.) 
That was a very important and critical period. If any evidence 
was wanted to show the importance of the National Union it was 
this: They were approached by both parties to assist them in 
the election of President. He did not say it was not a temptation. 
They might have been tempted to make terms and say: 'II 
you give us all we require we will help you to elect Mr. Kruger/ 
but they resisted the temptation. (Applause.) The temptation 
came from another side — the opposite party in the Stata Repeated 
attempts were made to convert their platform into a party plat- 
form. They resisted that attempt. (Applause.) As the agitation 
proceeded great excitement prevailed on both sides. He was 
in possession of most authentic information that a crisis in this 
State had only just safely been passed through. He knew it 
had been the cue ol some newspapers to minimise that crisis. 
He did not wish to exaggerate it at all, but he was in the poesee- 
sion of the most authentic information that the feelings of the 
country population on this question were so aroused that civil war 
was at that time in the near future. (Applause.) Supposing 
for one moment that they had deviated from their attitude of 
reserve and neutrality, and thrown their influence into one side 
or the other, would not the past have been embittered to the 
last degree P They would have made a cat's paw to take the 
chestnuts out of the fire for one side or the other, and they refused 
to be put in that humiliating position. They saw clearly they 
might either by resistance or foolish influence peril the peace 
and safety of this State, and they, he thought, wisely abstained 
from taking part in that great and important contest. (Applause.) 
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What did that proveP Did it not proye, if anything, that thejr 
were as worthy to poflsess the franohiae as the men he had de- 
soribedP (Applansa) Did it not prove, if anything, they were 
loyal to the oonstitation and government of this State, that they 
refused to make themaelves a party to do anything that would 
embroil the State and bring any outside interference in P That 
was what the Union had been taunted witL They had been 
taunted over and over again that members of the Union were 
not moved by patriotic motives, but selfish motives, in order to 
bring about the retrocession of the independence of this State. 
He said they had proved most conclusively they were anxious to 
preserve that independence and to have a strong hold upon the 
affections of the people. (Applause.) He had frequently been 
asked why he, a British subject — and he could be taken as a 
representative British subject^ being an ex-servant of the Grown 
of England — should have thrown himself into this agitation, and 
come forward to strengthen a Government which was in direct 
opposition to the aims and objects of the British nation. This 
question had been put to him not only in the press, but by a good 
many people. He had been asked why he should work for the 
indq>endence of a State which, in time and the ordinary course 
of events, would finally be absorbed and become part of the 
surrounding States. His reasons for taking the course he had 
followed were manifold. In the first place, he, as a oitiaen in 
a foreign country, desired to observe the laws and constitution of 
that Stata Such a citisen, moreover, when he came to possess 
property in the State of his adoption, when he observed the laws 
and took upon himself the responsibilities imposed by laws, 
became also entitled to the privileges conferred by the law. The 
one could not be separated from the other. (Oheers.) The 
foreigner, or Uitlander, when he came to have a stake in the 
country, when he paid taxes, when he devoted his time to public 
duties, when he observed the laws, became part and parcel of the 
Stata In this coimtry, in the towns as well as outside, a large 
majority was in favour of a republican form of Gtovemment, 
If an attempt were made to destroy it, such attempt would bring 
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aboat a mTil war, and the man who did it would be a traitor to 
the country. It was their desire to protect this repablican form 
of €k>Temment and the constitation of the country. Under ex- 
isting mrcomstanoesy howerer, he oonld hardly say that the 
present form of Gk>Temment in this comitry was repubUcaa. 
In £Boty it was not. It was an autooraticj a bureaucratic form 
of Oovemment. (Applause.) If the Govemment were made 
truly republican, 'broad based upon the people's will,' it would 
gain ererywhere, and would find cordial support among all 
sections of the people, the agricultural, the conmiercial, indua- 
trial, and mining populations alike. There would then be a 
proper co-operation among the different elements in the State 
to support the ruling power, which would tend to produce and 
increase the respect of the Ooyemment. The object of the 
Transvaal National Union was to obtain this true Bepublioaa 
Government. They wanted to spread the principles of such 
Gbvemment in all quarters until it leavened the whole. He 
desired to set the objects of the Union clearly forth, and in doing 
so he was certain the Union would have the eympathy of every 
inhabitant of the State, whether in town or country. Those were 
the reasons why the Union had begun a new session. During 
the interval they had materially broadened the organization, and 
they now took the field again to express the people's wilL The 
speaker then went on to explain the different resolutions which 
were to be brought before the meeting, and concluded his speech 
amidst loud applausa 

Mr. Charles Leonard moved the first resolution, which ran as 
follows : — 

'That this meeting of the Transvaal National Union has 
observed with prof oimd regret and dissatisfaction, that in 
the speech of his Honour the President, at the opening of 
the Yolksraad, there was no recognition of the political 
disabilities under which the new population of the State 
is labouring, more especially their disqualification to vote, 
and their inadequate representation in the Yolksraad ; and 
they desire again to press the justice of their daims on 
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the oannderatioii of the Goyemment luid Legidatare of 

the State.'' 
In doing so, he nid he had heard it frequently remarked 
during the last four or five monthfly and indeed quite reoently, 
that the National Union was dead. He thought the most 
emphatic refutation of that statement was to be found in the 
fact of the meeting that was being held that night. In faet^ the 
National Union had been neither dead nor asleep, or if they had 
been sleeping, they had been sleeping like the sailor, with one eye 
open. (Laughter.) He thought the terms of the resolution he had 
to propose were sufficient to commend themselves to those present. 
It was, perhaps, necessary to go over the history of the country 
of the past few months in some degree in order to link together the 
history of the National Union. Some time ago, as the chairman 
had told them, the National Union had published a pamphlet setting 
out in moderate language what the aims and claims of the National 
Union wera He was sorry to- say that that very moderate 
pamphlet was met by a response in the Press newspaper — ^the 
Qoyemment organ — ^in which, in the yilest possible taste, the 
members of the National Union were classed as liars, traitors, and 
snakes in the grass, in faot^ the yilest epithets the writer could 
think of, the fundamental object of which was to class them as 
traitors who sought to undermine the independence of the State. 
He asked all those present to say that such an insinuation was a 
lie. (' It is a lie ' and applause.) The article which appeared in 
the paper referred to bore most unmistakable eyidence that it was 
not the unaided effort of a Transyaal burgher, but was the out- 
come of a coalition of certain members of the Goyemment and the 
Hollanders (hear, hear), a coalition which, possibly dire in its 
inception, had ripened imtil its unholy alliance threatens to over- 
whelm the liberties of the people of this BepubUc He hurled 
the inonuations cast in that article back on the writer with indig- 
nation and contempt. (Applausa) It had been stated that the 
views expressed in the article he referred to had the approval of 
the President. How far that might be true or not he was not in 
a position to say ; but he was quite certain that it did not repre- 
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sent the honeet sentiments of the Boers of this oonntry, the senti- 
ment on which they had to rely with regarJ to making this 
country a nation ; and they would be paying a yery poor tribute 
to the true sense^ the fundamental sense, of justice in the Boer if 
they received it as a manifesto representing his yiews. It did not 
represent the Boer^s yiews, but the exotic yiews of interested men. 
He also had, in this instanoe, the yery pleasant duty of 
referring to a newspaper published in Johannesburg. Last year, 
he thought, the National Union were a Uttie bit impatient under 
the criticism of that paper, although, perhaps, sometimes the 
National Union might haye been unfair in their conclusions with 
regard to that paper, and perhaps sometimes that paper was not 
quite &ir towards the National Union. He referred to the Standard 
and Diggers' News. On the principle that there was more joy in 
Heayen in the repentance of one sinner than the righteousness of 
one hundred and one others, he thought he might refer with the 
strongest satisfaction to the principles lately propounded in the 
leading articles of that paper. He would like to read a few 
extracts from articles which had appeared in that journal in the 
present month bearing upon the subject of the National Union, 
and he might say, in justice to the Standard and Diggers^ News^ 
that he had taken the trouble to compare an artide published in 
that paper in August of 1892, which he found was a good, honest 
criticism, and possibly that criticism did them (the National 
Union) good. He was sore that eyery one would welcome heartily 
any good, honest criticism, which was calculated to properly 
influence men's minds, and, therefore, they ought not to slang the 
newspapers when they read in them home truths, whioh were the 
underlying sentiments of the people. That was all they wanted. 
The Diggers' News also published sentiments like these : — 

' But this we do ask, that some stqw shall be taken here and 
now towards receiying the newer element into the heart of 
things, towards making of the whole a robust, righteous, 
and representatiye Bepublic. The numbers of the New 
Accretion increase daily, and with them that irresiatible 
impetus towards equality, which nothing can resist. Then 
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why not find for it an outlet, however small, rather than 

attempt to dam it up altogether? The Boer oannot, 

surely, think for a moment of measuring forces with the 

serried phalanx of f ortone-seekers, and with public opinion 

that wells within limits all too narrow. And if not, then 

an outlet must be f oimd, and the act of acknowledgment and 

acceptance done as gracefully and as quickly as possible. 

It is for these reasons disaj^inting that the initiatiye 

is not taken in the proper place — ^the President's speech.' 

This was his key-note (hear, hear), and embraced what he had to 

say that night. He could not have described it so well had he 

not quoted the Diggers* Newa, Again, on the 23rd May : — 

* For Paul Eruger must see, if any one sees, that the back- 
ward Boer who opposes all sorts and conditions of en- 
lightened suggestions is a danger to the country, is a 
person to be combated and opposed ; he must see that there 
is a sweet reasonableness in the "opposition'' that has 
already arisen: he must see that Ught and learning are 
streaming in through the medium of the Smartened Six ; 
he must see that the requirements of the country demand 
immediate and reasonable recognition of BepubUcan rights 
. — ^liberty, equality, fratemily; he must understand that 
the whole scheme of Boer existence demands to be 
smartened in order to be saved — ^that the Boer must eyolve 
or evaporata' 
Here was another article from the Standard and Diggers* News 
worth quoting, dated 26th May : — 

* The desire to obtain it has a two-fold origin. In the first 
place, one desires to see the State consolidated for its own 
sake, so that it may be strengthened; and, in the next 
place, one and all Imow and feel that the secret of our 
immediate indiridual prosperity lies in the establishment 
of a popular Gk>yemment that shall be respected for its 
loye of justice and shall earn the esteem of other nations. 
To-day it is by no means based on the people's wiU ; the 
minority — at any rate, the seeming minority — has the 
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r d power, aii Ifcon m bd lilMrtjr, luir equality, 
■or frmlonifty. U onlf Om Boon^ iMcving ej«o» woali oeel 
r! For, BMnifiiotly, bore and now 
tat lam to begin A noeo 
Ba and eUaheU meet 
imhon, anl Am poliiieal atraotere ahall be at oooe 
To igBore diia g^otioiia opportonilj for 
groving into aiamiihing ^ o ri ow i md great wOl be mid- 
And ao long aa Hm Unioa arguea on 
itaelf to diem, it will aigoe 
logiealfy aai wen, anl tbe Boor mnat find H good boainem 
if itbenotiiingda»— toUalentoit. Fora deaf ear 
, diflbandment» dimfipearanoe.' 
And more to die aame pmpoae. Hie dioiigbt be bad read quite 
aofiaent to abow diat die editor of die Diggenf New$ waa ^ery 
wen qoalified to be on die platfatm ol die Natioiial Union. 
(CSieeva) Now, tbere waa anodier newipi^er be ahoold like to 
lefcr to» namefyy die Prem of Pretoria, die p^ier be bad alrea^ 
oaid bad pobBabed tbe Tile manif ealo. He aaid diBtincd|y 
nodiing joatified die terma need. He foond bat two mondia ago 
an artide waa pubUabed iHiiob ad^iaed die granting of die 
frmnobiae to die people, and joatified die pampblet it bad vilified 
befor& He found diis in die Prem, and naturally dunigbt tbe 
Preaident waa going to give tbem acmediing, and in diinking 
duB diey looked forward to a atatement of wbat woold be given 
tbem, and in that belief they bad bold aloo^ aa their obairman 
aaid. In dins holding aloof, they elaimed great credit. If they 
bad taken part in die reoent election they oonld have done 
no good; diey would baye discredited themaelyea. (Laughter.) 
He wiahed diem to nndentand diat they would have been mia- 
interpreted. They claimed great credit for moderation towarda 
die Gbyemment of die eounfeiy. He wiahed to make aoma 
reference to die Preddenfe speech to the Uitlanders. It waa 
nothing but dimppointment. 

Last year, in a written comwmuication, the President admitted 
(1st) that the Uidander was in the majority, and (2nd) that die 
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franohiae laws were not just^ and he said he was prepared to 
sapport a full measure of the franchise beyond that now fixed by 
law. But what kind of franohise did the President want to foist 
upon them P Just to seleot trustworthy persons to the franchise^ 
and aUow them to yote for trustworthy persons. But they oould 
not trust the Gk>yemment to seleot trustworthy persons. The 
Ooyermnent would only select those persons who would support 
the present form of Gfoyemment. Now, he said the President 
was bound to redeem his promise to give a full franohise, and 
that they were right to make some reference to the disabilities 
under which they laboured. They had just cause to make their 
voices heard that night on the subject No justifiable reference 
whateyer had been made to their present condition. 

They were told last year, when they forwarded their resolu* 
tions to the Yolksraad — ^told by the Gbyemment — ^that they were 
too late to lay them before the Yolksraad that session, implying 
that they would be laid before the Baad this present session. This 
should haye appeared in the Presidential speech. They knew 
perfectly well, too, that the likelihood was that unless they pressed 
with no uncertain yoice for their political rights, they were likely 
to be thrown oyer for another year. They were told that a 
measure must be published three months before it could come 
before the Yolksraad. Where was the BillP The President had 
not published a Bill, and it appeared to him that they were 
between the deyi) and the deep sea. (Laughter.) The President 
would not do anjrthing for them, nor the Baad neither. An 
illustration of the conception some members of the Baad had as to 
their duties would be found in a story recently told him. In 
voting on a certain measure, one of the oldest members of the 
Baad said to another, 'Don't you know what you are doing? 
Don't you know that the €h>yemment' introduced that measure, 
and you must not criticise itP' (Laughter.) And that is the 
way in which the business of the country is carried on. It was 
absolutely impossible to say that any measure that might be 
introduced would be discussed by the Yolksraad, because it was by 
no means improbable that the Gk>yemment would bring up a 
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report on it at the end of the session, and then the memhers wonld 
go home to their wives. 

If the speech made by the P^resident at the opening of tfaa 
Yolksraad was disappointing, there was at least some reason for 
his silence, because at the time it was trembling in the balance 
whether the President got £8000 a year and the other sweets of 
effioe or not. The speech after his (the President's) election was 
most disappointing. The following was all he had to say to the 
many thousands who had come into the State and made it what it 
is : — ' To the new burghers, I say, it gives me pleasure that you 
are prepared to work with ns for the common cause— the welEaze 
of the State. For remedial measures for yourselves and your 
wants you can turn to me as head of the State, and I will 
endeavour to further your interests. Work with us, and yoa 
work for yourselves. Strangers, those of you who refuse to bid 
&rewell to the countries of your birth, you are also welcome here. 
You will be protected by the laws that protect the burghers of the 
land ; and if you return to your native lands, and come back here, 
you will be welcome again.' (Laughter.) That was all the Pre- 
sident had to say to the strangers — ^that they were welcome. He 
should think so, and he should think, further, that the Govern- 
ment would only bo too glad to welcome some thousands more in 
order to tax them, take all the brains out of them, and deny them 
the rights of citizenship. The President said, ' Work with us,' 
the very thing the members of the National Union were asking to 
do, and yet were refused the right to do. It was all very 
well for the President to ask the Uitlanders to work with the 
Government and still deny them political rights. 

The country had not been made what it is by the Government ; 
it had prospered of its great natural wealth, because of its mineral 
resources. The public works of the country were in foreign hands, 
in the hands of a foreign company which had shown its utter 
inability to cope with them. (Applause.) The administration of 
justice was in a parlous condition, murder was stalking abroad 
undetected and unpunished, and there were other serious griev- 
ances for which the Oovemment was responsible. With a wiser 
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legialationy the burdens of the people would be reduced, and more 
capital would be attracted to the country. The President said to 
them: 'Turn to me as head of the State.' (Laughter.) What 
was the result of all the cries that the XJitlanders had sent to the 
P^residentP Nothing, except that their deputations had been 
repeatedly snubbed, and that was not a position in which a free 
people should be placed. The people wanted their rights to be 
determined by their representatives in Parliament (Applause.) 
They wanted the principle that taxation went with representation 
enforced in this State. They were asking the people of this 
country to put the President right in his conception of republican 
institutiona (Applause.) They knew what the position would 
be. It meant they would have to go to one individual in the 
State, and he was only their Ohief Magistrate, for a distribution 
of favours, which meant fighting for his own hand, and enabling 
him to play one section oS against another, and to take full 
advantageof the inherent selfishness of human nature. (Applause.) 
If there was anything in that speech it lay in the words, * You 
who refuse to give up allegiance to your native country are 
welcome while you stay here, and when you go back, if you choose 
to come back again, you wiU be welcome.' The President who 
made that speech knew there was a vast population here, with 
vast interests, who meant to stay in this country, and by their 
conduct and enterprise had entitled themselves to be treated as 
oitisens. It was not just to them such words should be addressed 
to them. 

Nine months ago he (Mr. Leonard) said they wanted to work 
with the Boer, and not against him, to get political reform, and 
he repeated that statement. The National Union had no other 
higher aspiration than to make one body of citizens through this 
BepubUc, and to make it a true Bepublic. (Applause.) He said 
then the people who pointed out to the Boer the rocks ahead of 
him were his truest and best friends. He repeated that state- 
ment. They had to-day not more than 20,000 old burghers, 
ranging from boys of sixteen years of age. The President had 
admitted that the Uitlanders outnumbered that population, and he 
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ventured to Bay in five years (it was soffioient lor his argumeat to 
say ten years) they would have 160,000 Uitlanders in this Stateu 
Was it wise, was it just^ to continue this polioyP And if 
not, were not the people who showed this to the Boer his best 
friends P (Applause.) He wished to pay a tribute to the ttpiiit 
of reform abroad in the hearts of the Boers. He had spoken to 
many of them, and had found the same reasonable spirit. He 
wished also to pay a tribute to the very good spirit to be found in. 
many members of the Second Yolksraad. A leading member 
of Ibe Second Yolksraad had said he was quite prepared to 
commit political suicide by voting for the extinction of the 
Chamber. He said * Hear, hear * to that. They wanted to get 
the Second Yolksraad abolished. One Yolksraad was enough for 
one people. They wanted it to be felt, to be understood, that by 
their conduct in the past they had become entitled to the rights 
and privileges of citizens, the right to help in the building up of 
the Bepublic on a broad and sure foundation. (Applausa) 

Mr. James Hay came forward to second the resolution. It 
gave him great pleasure, he said, to do so, but the pleasure was 
not altogether unalloyed. He had hoped that there would be no 
more necessity to appear again before the citizens of Johannee- 
burg for the purpose of asking them to urge upon Ghyvemmeat 
their claims for representation. If the President had carried out 
the promises made when he was travelling the countiy, as they 
had the right to expect he would, it would not now be necessary 
to call them together again. But then the President would have 
had to publish, in the ordinary course of law, a draft bill, by 
which justice should be done to the inhabitants of the State. 
That had, however, not been done, and so they were compelled to 
call them together once more, to urge upon the Gk>vemment to 
grant them those liberties, without which there could be no true 
Republic. It was unjust to speak of them as new-comers or 
Uitlanders. They had now been long enough in the country, 
and had so far identified themselves with its progress and inde- 
pendence of the State that they had a right to daim citizenship. 
There was, however, another reason, besides this somewhat 
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MnthnCTital one, why they should be granted fall libertieSi and 
this reason was a purely practiGal one. It was a wrong policy to 
diride the inhabitants of the State into two classes^ thereby 
giving them divided interesta Under such ciroumstances there 
ooidd be no true prosperity. Only by pulling together in one 
diieotion oould the true proeperily of the State be secured, a 
prosperity that would make the nation respected at home and 
Isared abroad. This oould be the case only if all the inhabitafLts 
were allowed to bear the burden of the State, if all were equally 
allowed to take part in and share the responsibilities of the 
Goyermnent. That was the reason why they had again been 
called together, to urge upon Gh>yenunent to recognise the rights 
of the people who haye laboured diligently, and who haye done 
ererything to prove themselves good citizens. 

What was the position at present? Government was afraid 
that the so-called new-comers in the State would make common 
cause with people outside, to the detriment of the independence of 
the Republic. That fear was, however, wholly without founda- 
tion. He, for one, was utterly opposed to any outside help. They 
wanted to develop the resources of this country, and that they 
were quite capable to do without any assistance from the outside. 
But this apprehension on the part of the Oovemment produced a 
somewhat anomalous if not dangerous state of affairs. The 
present state of things might be likened to an inverted pyramid, 
which threatened every minute to topple down because it had not 
suflBoient support. That danger came from above, where the 
weight is. Let the pyramid be placed upon a broad and sound 
foundation, that is, the will of the people, and all would be safe. 
The one great question before them at this juncture, the one 
point they must hold in view, was to get their rights as citizens 
acknowledged and granted them. They got a good deal of advice 
from all quarters. People were advising the Union to do this, 
that^ and the other, and to try for all sorts of things. But their 
first object was to secure the franchise, so that they might be 
enabled to take part in the making of the laws of the country so 
that they might be good for alL Other objects there were also, 
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which should be sought after, but it would be a mistake for ike 
Union to strive for them now, before the main point is settled. 

The water question was one whioh afiected Johannesburg 
alone, and while he, personallyi might give his support to 
Johannesburg with regard to this particular subject, yet he did 
not think it was one of the questions which should be advocated 
from a National Union platform. Another person had suggested 
to him that it was the duty of the National Union to interfere in 
the question of smallpox. He replied that, as far as he could aee^ 
the smallpox had nothing whatever to do with the question of 
securing the franchise and good government (laughter), but lay 
within the province of other citizens, who would doubtless do their 
duty, and at the same time look after their own interests. 
Some one else thought it was the province of the Union to take 
some interest in the Swazieland question. Well, it was for the 
very reason that he took some interest in this country that he 
thought it was not advisable that the National Union should 
display any active interest in the Swazieland question. The 
matter had been discussed by the President and the Governor of 
the Gape Colony at Colesberg. What actually took place at the 
Conference had not transpired, and the public were informed by 
the press that another interview on the subject was to be held in 
Pretoria He thought, therefore, that it would ill become the 
members of the National Union, as citizens of this BepubUo, 
while the matter was under discussion with his Honour the 
President, and while he was endeavouring to secure Swazieland 
under the best terms, to interfere. Should they do so they would 
in all probability only be hampering the Plresident, and preventing 
him from attaining his object. It was the duty of the National 
Union, in his opinion, to confine themselves to the one particular 
object which interested every new-comer into the countiy, from 
the extreme borders of the Transvaal to its* very centre, viz., 
that each resident in the Republic should receive tiie franchise — 
and no other extraneous matters should at present be allowed to 
interfere with that great object they all had in view. He 
thought if they bore that in mind they would see that there was no 
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reason whatever that should preclude any man from becoming a 
member of the Union, irrespectiye of all minor differences of 
opinion that might exist among certain sections of the public with 
regard to other questions. 

By their presence there that evening it was proved that they 
took a deep interest in that matter ; and he felt confident that if 
the Union continued to urge their claims upon the Gh)vemment 
that they would eventually induce them to grant the new-comers 
some measure of relief. (Applausei) It was not to be thought of 
for a moment that they would succeed in one effort. They must 
be prepared to go on and on until they finally did succeedi and 
that was the reason they were asked, in the last resolution which 
would be proposed, that they should send a deputation to Pretoria 
to lay the matter once more before the President and the 
Executive, in order that they might be enabled to see that the 
new-comers intended to ask and ask until they got what they 
wanted. (Applause.) He, personally, was of opinion that the 
President himself would by this time see the necessity of doing 
something for the Uitlanders, and would bring in a measure 
which would meet with the approval of the majority of the people 
of this country. Then they would all be enabled to welcome the 
incoming population into this State without any fear whatever. 
But if this matter of the franchise were continually shelved by 
the Government, and the population went on increasing without 
the Constitution being placed on a broad and satisfactory basis, 
nothing but trouble could ensue, to the disadvantage of every one 
in the State. (Applause.) 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously, and 

with applause. 

The Ballot. 

Mr. St. John Oarr then moved the following resolution : — 
'That this meeting is of opinion that any measure for the 
extension of the franchise should be accompanied by a 
Ballot Act, to be applicable at least to all mining centres, 
and further, that the naturalisation fee should be reduced 
from £6 to 5«., so as to be within the reach of all classes.' 
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He said it would be noticed that the Ballot Act the Union 
advocated provided that it ahoold be made applicable at least to 
all mining centres ; and it might be desirable to explain to the 
meeting why they had formulated their request in that manner. 
They had to take into consideration the prejudices which were 
said to exist among the burgher population to the application of 
any such Act among themselves. And, as a matter of &oty there 
was really no urgent necessily for such an Act as far as they (the 
burghers) were concerned. With regard to the mining oentree it 
was very different. There numbers of people were employed, and 
it was desirable, in &ct necessary, that they should have an 
opportunity of availing themselves of such protection as the Ballot 
Act would provida The resolution he proposed would, he 
thought, also serve the purpose of meeting a widespread objec- 
tion that had been nosed, viz., that any extension of the franchise 
that the Union advocated, without a simultaneous passing of the 
Ballot Act, would have the effect of placing preponderating power 
in the hands of employers of labour, who might exercise undue 
influence on tiie enfranolused voter. And, secondly, it would 
serve to refute the sinister aspersion that had been breathed that 
the National Union had purposely refrained from taking up the 
question of the Ballot Act, so that opportunities might remain for 
the employers of labour to exerdse that undue influenoa He 
thought he need hardly refute such an aspersion cast on those 
who were charged with carrying on the work of the National 
Union ; the resolution itself answered it, and entirely refuted the 
suspicion he referred to. The ballot was a distinct plank in the 
platform of the National Union. 

If it was questioned why they had not taken this up as a 
distinct subject before, he might state that they expected and 
looked forward to, in the event of any Franchise Act being 
passed, that all necessary safeguards would accompany the passing 
of the Act, 80 that the people would fully and freely enjoy the 
benefits of the Act. However, for the considerations he alluded 
to, and those he had not mentioned, they had decided to press for 
the granting of a Ballot Act at the same time as the extension of 
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the Franchiae Act» and in doing that carry out the programme 
fltarted by their organization Imd their platform; that is, they 
desired to obtain for all classes of the country equal rights, and 
that without trenching on the rights of the older population of 
the country. They said that the Ballot Act would prove a good 
and desirable safeguard in securing freedom and purity of 
election, and, moreover, would ensure the free, unfettered expres* 
sion of the will of the people. (Hear, hear.) It was to the will 
of the people that they looked as the foundation of the Govern- 
ment of the country, which should rest upon the principle which 
underlaid all their efforts, that they wished the will of the people 
to take the position it ought in the Gk)vemment of the country. 
Although they found a big officer in the State who from time to 
time emphatically proclaimed that principle, there was, strange to 
say, considerable hesitation displayed in the application of the 
principle as far as the major portion of the population was con- 
cerned. (Hear, hear.) He thought that was what they main- 
tained, that good government should rest upon the will of the 
people. The knowledge that proceeded from the hearts and the 
wiU of the people could alone enable the wisdom of the Legis- 
lature to direct its power as it should do. The three elements, 
knowledge, wisdom, and power, were the three essential elements 
in a good government. If one of these elements was missing or 
defective, good government could not result. If they looked at 
the past struggles of the people they would see that knowledge, 
wisdom, and power had proved successful. Whenever these had 
been wanting, their efforts had proved unavailing and not in- 
structive, destruction and revolution had resulted. (Cheers.) If 
those present took the case of the country, they found they had 
the Baad to represent wisdom. (Laughter.) They had the 
President and the Executive Council to represent power; but it 
could not be said that they (the President, Executive Council, and 
the Baad) had the knowledge which was the mind and will of the 
people. Only a small section, the minority, were empowered to 
give effect to the public will in the Legislature. The result waa 
that the major portion of the population was cut off from the 

241 R 



POUTIOAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

political page, and the effect on govenunent and legislation 
snch as he need not describe to any one there. 

Now, it was to remedy these dangerous effects that they were 
set upon, and in that work tiiey claimed to have the siqyport of 
every right-minded and honest man in the country. (Oheers.) 
The resolution he proposed to them was a means to that end, for it 
sought to supply die principle that they wanted to establish there, 
that the Government should rest upon the will of the people^ to 
take up that position in the State necessary to establish good 
gOYOTument in the country. They wanted the Legislature to 
have the benefit of the knowledge that proceeded from the hearts 
and minds and will of the people. The people would then obtain 
all the benefits of a Gbvemmenty as it would then rest on right 
principles. These reasons had been expressed over and over again, 
and had obtained credence throughout the world. He had 
endeavoured to show that night that on the score of expediency 
this resolution was also worthy of consideration. The questbn he 
asked them to arrive at was that, strong in the justice of this 
request, they were determined to demand and insist upon a satis- 
factory reply. (Hear, hear.) There had been time enough for 
the consideration of the altered position of the affairs of the 
country, and ample time for the realisation of the fact that this 
position should be considered without delay. The people had 
faithfully rendered to the State what was due to the State, and 
the time had come when the State should faithfully render to the 
people what was due to the people. (Loud cheers.) 

Mr. D. Holt said it was with extreme pleasure that he accepted 
the responsibility of supporting the resolution before the meeting. 
The question of ballot was undoubtedly one of the most important 
subjects that had been brought before the people by the Com- 
mittee of the National Union. Whether it was advisable to make 
the question of the extension of the franchise to the Uitlander 
contingent on naturalisation, or to allow the Uitlander to stand 
on his own basis, was a matter of opinion ; but to his mind the 
question of the franchise and the ballot should stand foremost in 
the programme of eveiy political society. The essence of true 
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liberty undoubtedly stood on free and independent opinions^ and 
true liberty could only exist by giving eveiy man a right to 
record bis vote without endangering his livelihood or his lileJ 
The ballot was the only means by which both could be secured. 
The English Government, although a sovereignty, was recognised 
as the most liberal government in Europe, because it does every- 
thing to safeguard the liberty and independence of the people in 
the matter of voting. Many people contended that if a man 
wished to adopt a certain platform he should do so in an open 
manner. He would agree with that were it not that freedom of 
speech or action oftentimes endangered a man's prospects. Man 
was bom to rule, but when capital and iofluence were brought to 
bear on him, it frequently endangered his livelihood and pros- 
pects. There was one thing he would like to impress upon them 
with regard to the ballot. As an old Kimberley resident, he was 
firmly convinced that if the people of the Diamond Fields had 
had the ballot as they demanded years ago, Kimberley would not 
now stand in the miserable position which she does. He hoped, 
therefore, that the people of Johannesburg would see to it, that 
the same thing did not follow here, by doing their utmost to 
obtain the ballot, and so secure that freedom of expressing their 
desires at elections which was their birthright, without having to 
submit to the voice of the employer. As an employer, he might 
say that he trusted the people, and he hoped they would do all in 
their power to take away from employers the possibility of being 
able to interfere with their freedom of voting at elections. 
(Applausa) He had much pleasure in supporting the proposition 
before the meeting. 

A WoRKiNO Man Speaks. 

Mr. Raitt also supported the motion, and said he desired to 
express what he believed to be the opinion of the working men 
on that distinctiy working man's question — the ballot. He 
believed that the attitude of the working men regarding that 
most important question, and the other questions agitated by the 
National Union to-day, was the same as when the National Union 
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was started. They were detennixied to have their rights and 
privilegesy and at the same time to loyally uphold the indepen- 
dence of the State. He was of opinion that the working claaeea 
would hold on to this object with dogged tenacily until it had 
been attained. He did not know how any working man could 
withhold his support from the National Union, because it seemed 
to him that if any one would be benefited by the carrying out of 
the programme of that body, it was the worldng classes. He 
could only say, if, under the new rigime they were asking for, the 
working classes were not the strongest body, it would be their 
own &ult. (Applause.) He supported the franchise, because he 
bdieved it was tiiie best thing for all parties concerned. In the 
first instance, he had not the slightest hesitation in saying he 
belicTed it the best thing for the Boers. (Applausa) He was 
bound to respect the Boers to a considerable extent, not so much 
perhaps for what they were at present^ but for what they were 
capable of becoming. (Loud laughter.) He had not had the 
pleasure of beiag so intimately acquainted with the Boers of this 
country as other gentlemen who had preceded him on the plat- 
form, but he had lived with the burghers of the Gape Golony. 
He knew their social prejudices had been nearly done away with, 
and that there was little or no diflEerence between the Boer 
farmers of the Oape Golony and their British neighbours. If 
there was any difEerence it was that the Boer, if anything, was 
more intelligent, more civilised. (Loud laughter.) This state- 
ment he was prepared to support by adducing a foot. (Oh, oh.) 
During the time when he was among these Boer farmers there 
was an election for the Gape Government Legislature. Among 
the candidates that were brought forward was one who pledged 
himself to support the most conservative measures. He was 
ignominiously kept at the bottom of the poll, whereas the other 
candidate, who was of a progressive nature, was placed at the top 
of the poll by the Boers. (A voice : ' What part P ') It was in 
the Queenstown district in June, 1891, so far as he recollected. 
(Applause.) He believed the besetting sin of the Boers in this 
country was their consenratism, and if it was persiBted in would 
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be their ruin. If they would adopt a wiser policy, and admit 
the new-oomer8 with iliein into the franchise, it would certainly 
be their salvation, and instead of being backward and ignorant, 
they would be in a few years one of the most forward and pro- 
gressiye nations on the face of the earth. (Applause.) To come 
more particularly to the question that concerned himself and his 
f eUows, he beUeved if the measures they were advocating became 
law, if the reforms the National Union was agitating for became 
the law of the State, the status of the working man in the 
Transvaal would be very much better that it was to-day. (Hear, 
hear.) 

He regretted to say there was a feeling among some of the 
working classes against the personnel of the members of the 
Oommittee of the Transvaal Union. (Hear, hear.) Whether it 
waa on good grounds or bad grounds, he was not prepared to say. 
Personally, he had very little sympathy with it, but he held that 
argument was no reason at all for them abstaining from support- 
ing those measures. (Applause.) If there were working men 
who really believed there were certain persons in the Union who 
were working for selfish ends, with a political object, apparently 
it was more necessary to obtain the franchise so that they might 
have power to defeat their object. (Applause.) They should 
support the resolution and get the ballot, so that no influence 
could curtail their liberties. Mr. Holt had said that the ballot 
would secure independence of voting to the working man, but 
this was an opinion from which he differed. He thought that on 
the Rand there were a good number of working men who would 
vote according to their convictions, no matter what the employers 
might say or do, and if any one dared to interfere, they would 
most likely tell the meddler to mind his own business in language 
more forcible than elegant. Nevertheless, working men should 
secure the ballot, so as to protect their weaker comrades against 
intimidation. As to the National Union, he could only say that 
if they carried out the generous policy sketched out by them, 
they would have the cordial support of the working men. 
(Loud applause.) 
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Mr. Sliaiiksy another Labour-Umonist^ followed in the 
strain. 

This resolution was also carried without opposition. 

Tabiff. 

Mr. W. Hosken said the resolution he had been asked to 
propose was as follows : — 

'That this meeting earnestly directs the attention of the 
Goyemment to the oppressiye and unequal nature of the 
existing Customs Tarifi, more especially as it bears upon 
the necessaries of life, and respectfully requests the 
Government to introduce the required measures of relief 
and adjustment in the Yolksraad, at an early date during 
the present session/ 
He then proceeded to read a number of extracts from news- 
papers and other publications bearing on the subject in hand. 
In this State, he said, althotigh we claimed to be under a 
Bepublican form of goyemment^ the mode of taxation was about 
as widely diyergent from such a form of goyemment as it was 
possible to be; and although for the present purpose he was 
willing to admit that through the Custom House might be 
found the readiest means for obtaining the revenue for the 
goyemment of the State, yet he held that the tariff as it at 
present stood was manifestly unjust and un&ir, and particularly 
so with regard to the working-class portions of the community. 
He would like to point out that in the first place the Transvaal 
was not an agricultural nor a manufacturing country, but essen- 
tially a mining country, and from an industrial and exporting 
standpoint it was nothing more. It could not even provide 
sufficient food for the inhabitants, whether black or white, and the 
only right policy for the State was to study the one great 
industry — ^the backbone of the country, and remove every obstacle 
from the path of that industry. What, however, did they find 
was the action of the Oovemment towards that industry P They 
found that excessive duties were placed on articles of consumption 
necessary to that industry ; and, worse still, they found most pn>- 
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lubitiTe duties placed on food-stnffii neoesaary for the workers in 
this industry* 

For instance^ the item of cement, whioh costs in Portland 
aboat 6s. 6d. per cask, and which could bo laid down in Johannes- 
burg at 41«. to 42«. per cask, without special duty — ^they found 
the Government had placed a tax of 20«. per cask on that 
moat necessary artide. With regard to coke, which at home only 
coat 40& per ton, the Oovemment had put an extra duly of no 
leas than £5 per ton on this almost indispensable article — in order 
to aid the local industiy. (Latighter.) As to food-stufb, an even 
more iniquitous state of afhirs was f ound, for flour that costs in 
Australia about JBIO per ton is taxed by the Government to the 
extent of 80 per cent, on the original cost of the artida Such a 
tax was unprecedented in the history of the civilised world. 
Baoon was also taxed to the extent of 200 per cent, and so on, he 
might say, throughout the whole commercial gamut. Yet in 
spite of everything the paternal Government of this Bepublio 
put a duty of 7| per cent, on flour, and on top of that a special 
duty of 35«. per 100 lbs. The Government crowned its efiForts in 
this direction, however, by the duty put on freah eggs. First 
eomes the general tax of 7| per cent., and after that the special 
duty of 6d. per dosen. That was the policy of the Government, 
aooepted by the Yolksraad. The strongest expression of disap- 
proval they could frame to condenm this state of things would 
not be out of keeping. With regard to manufactures the case 
waa equally bad. It was well known that the Government here 
wet« strong protectionists. Protection had, however, been proved 
a failure in Australia and America, where they had been trying 
to bolster up their industries by protectionist tarifEs. The conse- 
quence had been, however, failure and disaster instead of success 
and prosperity. He regretted that the one newspaper which had 
oertainly in other respects and particularly regarding the franchise 
qiieetion, spoken with good sense, supported the Gbvemment in 
this baneful policy. And yet the worst had still to be told. Not 
only did the Government fleece and cripple the one legitimate 
industry of the country for the alleged purpose of supporting 
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half-a-dozen fictitious and non-eziBtent onea^ but they bidlt up a 
large surplufl out of the trade of the country. He thought he 
had said enough to induce them all to support the resolution now 
before the meeting. 

Mr. W. P. Fraser, in seconding the resolution, pointed out 
that the question of taxation had been adopted as one of the 
leading planks in the platform of the National Union. He then 
quoted from the State accounts for 1892 to show that the Wit- 
watersrand Goldfields contributed more than one-half of the 
entire revenue derived from import dues during that year, and 
paid one-half of the entire revenue of the telegraph service, and 
concluded by stating that the people were not represented, and 
did not receive adequate consideration at the hands of the 
Government. 

A Knock for thb Nbthbrlands. 

Mr. Harry Solomon, in supporting the motion, at the outset of 
his remarks referred to a few paragraphs that had appeared in 
the papers concerning the National Union. It had been said 
there were certain differences of opinion among the members of 
the Committee. He would like to take this opportunity of saying 
that in all unions and associations all over the world they would 
find certain differences of opinion as regarded detail, but on the 
main questions, the great principles of the National Union, they 
were agreed — ^there was ^no difference of opinion. (Applause.) 
The great principles that were their foundation were, first of all, 
the franchise. That had been remarked upon. The next great 
principle was the principle that when taxes were levied upon the 
inhabitants of any country, that one particular section of the 
inhabitants should not pay the tax, and the remaining portion go 
scot-trea These two great principles, with the one also of the 
maintenance of the iadependence of this Bepublic, were their 
foundation, and there were no differences of opinion on these 
points. The question of taxation was a great one. The franchiae 
was a great question also, and perhaps it was to a certain extent 
a sentimental ona But this question of taxation was one that 
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affected their pooketSy and that perhaps was the greatest question 
of alL (Laughter, and hear, hear.) It had been said, one of the 
reasons why the Government passed those iniqnitons measures of 
taxation was that they wished to protect the old inhabitants of 
the country. They had been called new-comers, but they were 
new-comers no longer. How could the Gtovemment for one 
moment say they wished to protect the inhabitants of this 
country by passing such iniquitous measures P They would find 
they were taxing, not only the so-called new-comers, but a large 
proportion of the burghers of this country, because many were 
not in a position to grow cereals on their own farms, and they 
had to oome into town to buy them in shops at prices which had, 
of course, taxes upon them. He thought they would agree that 
the Gbyemment of this country and the old inhabitants had had a 
warm time of it that evening, but he claimed for the burghers of 
this country they were not too conservative. They were intelli"* 
gent, but the unfortunate part was their judgment was warped by 
the people in power, and because no opportunity was given those 
people to come and see us and know us as we would like. 
Another grievance was that the majority of the members of the 
Yolksraad had never been in Johannesburg. He believed it 
would bo better for the Government of this country if the 
members of the Yolksraad would come here and spend a few 
days with us and see what our wants are. (Hear, hear.) If that 
policy was followed by the members of the Yolksraad, a better 
state of afhirs would exist 

There was one question which affected them all, and that was 
the question of the Netherlands Bailway, and he would like to say 
a few words on that. (Loud applause.) He had always held that 
one of the most iniquitous things among the many this Gk)vem- 
ment had done had been the granting of concessions, and the 
concession of the Netherlands Railway he believed the most 
iniquitous of alL (Applause.) Supposing for argament's sake 
the Gbvemment took away the tax on cereals, they were taxed 
all the same, because the Netherlands Company charged such a 
prohibitive, such an exorbitant rate from the borders of this 
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oauitry to the difierent towna^ and he oould not understand how 
the Gk)yenun(Bnt did not insist under the tenns of the conoessioaL 
that the rates should be lowered. Whether they took oBteais, 
fruit, sheep, or any material thing they liked, tibe rate was a 
prohibitiYe one, and the extraordinary part was the NetherlaadB 
peofAe, for their own benefit, could not see by lowering the rates 
they would have at least twelve tunes the amount of traffic on 
their line. He was sure if the rates charged by the Netherlands 
Oompany for the conyeyanoe of goods were lowered to a legitimate 
rate they would make at least twelve times the profit they were 
making at present. (Hear, hear.) Take the rate on coal — 3d. a 
mile. The thing was absurd. If they charged Id. a ton per 
mile, they would carry three times the amount^ and the reduction 
would pay handsome dividends to the mines. Not only was the 
rate bad, but he thought the management of the Company was a 
good deal worse. (Applause.) Nothing he could say would be 
too bad. There was no bad management in any part of the 
world, in any particular business he cotdd name, that was equalled 
by the bad management of the Netherlands Bailway. To give a 
minor instance. If they went to the Park Station and asked for a 
return ticket for Pretoria, even if they wanted to pay the full 
rate, they could not give it. (Laughter and hear, hear.) If suck 
a small thing as that was tru^ it was not necessary for him to go 
more folly into the bad management. They should remove the 
Board of Management from Amsterdam to the Transvaal, and 
then there might be some chance of having a grasp of the 
situation. 

There was one thing more the Government should do, and 
that was to buy the Netherlands people out It was a shame 
that the people here should pay these rates, and all the other 
money, which went out of the country into the pockets of 
foreigners. The buying up of the concession would become a 
neoessily some time or otiier in any case, and the present oppor* 
tunily should therefore not be neglected. The sooner the 
Government took possession of the railway and ended this 
mismanagement the better it would be for the whole country. 
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G«Diendly speaking, he wba of opinion that if the old inhabitants 
of the country Ipiew them a little betteri mixed and moved 
iuaong them and grew to understand them, they would soon find 
the nefw-eomers asked only for what was theirs by right One of 
those rights was that the taxation should be borne by all alike 
and equally. If any particular section was favoured, the conse- 
queaoes could not be good. If the President and those in power 
would treat them with justice, they would assist in the good 
government of the country, and the result would be for the 
benefit of alL (Applause.) 

This resolution also met with the unanimous support of the 
meeting. 

Mr. B. A. fiettington then moved the concluding resolution, 
as follows: — 

* That these resolutions be conveyed by a deputation from the 
members of the Committee to the Executive without 
delay, asking them to declare urgency, and deal with 
these matters in the present session of the Yolksraad.' 
13iere was only one point, he thought, to bo dealt upon, and 
that was with regard to the duty of the deputation, who should 
be urged and commissioned to speak to the Oovemment in no 
faltering tones or hesitating manner as to the immediate neces- 
sity of the Gbvemment acceding to the most moderate demands 
they would be commissioned to make on behalf of the National 
Union. (Applause.) ' We are mmjlj weary of this waiting,' he 
oontinuei 'The ass is tired of groaning under his burden.' 
(Hear, hear.) ' I think I can speak for myself.' (Loud laughter.) 
'And I think I can answer for you.' (Renewed laughter, in 
which the whole house heartQy joined.) 'Week after week, 
month after month, year after year, we have been wearied by this 
vague and idiotic treatment — hi &ct, we have been treated worse 
than a pack of schod-boys. There is not one single boys' school 
in England that would have tolerated the restrictions that we 
have been put under, but, in spite of what we had to endure, we 
have carried out our programme faithfully to the end without 
interfering with the Government. But the time has now arrived 
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when we muflt pat our foot down, and tell the Gh>Yenmient that 
we are not prepared to wait any longer ia tliis matter. For 
myself y I haye the greatest objection to inflammatory speeohes ; I 
am a man of peace* (Laughter.) But there is a limit to human 
endurance, and I think that limit has now been reached with 
regard to this question. And I hope by the unanimous manner 
in which you will receive this resolution that you will show the 
Executiye that it is their duty, in carnjring out their instructionay 
to let the Gbvemment know that the time for waiting is past, and 
the Gbvemment must make up their minds to meet us now.' 
(Loud applause.) 

Mr. W. H. Sogers seconded the resolution, and was of opinum 
that the Union could not do better than select the same gentlemen 
to form the deputation who proceeded to Pretoria the last time 
in that capacity ; and trusted that in the event of their being 
appointed they would adopt the same attitude with the Govern- 
ment as on the previous occasion. 'We were firm,' continued 
the speaker, * and told the Gbvemment we wanted the franchise, 
and we meant to get it' (A Voice : * But you didn't get it I' and 
laughter.) However, they meant to get it before long, and if 
they continued to ask for it the Gbvemment would at last have to 
comply. Mr. Solomon was of opinion that if the members of the 
y olksraad were to visit Johannesburg more frequentiy and become 
acquainted with the inhabitants that they would be inclined to act 
in a more liberal spirit towards the Uitlanders. To such a propo- 
sition he would say, 'Gh)d forbid !' for on a certain occasion after 
a visit to Johannesburg paid by some of the members of the 
Yolksraad, when approached on the subject of a reduction of 
imposts they replied, — 

' Nie I Allemagtig I Die kerels is aUemaal rijk ; hulle kan betaaL' 

('No, by Jove! These chaps are all rich; they can pay.') 
(Laughter and applausa) The time would come, however, when 
'we' will be in that place (the Baad) and 'they' will be out of it. 
(Applause). 

The resolution was then put, and carried unanimously. 
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OONOLUSIOK. 

The Ohairman said it only remained for him to declare the 
meeting doeed, that was to say, it was adjourned until they were 
called together once more to £sciiss some other subjects, when he 
trusted they would meet with the same unanimity that had been 
diqdayed tiiat evening. 

A Yote of thanks to the Chairman, proposed by Mr. Bose 
(Yioe-President of the Labonr Union), and nnanimonsly ac- 
corded, brought a somewhat lengthy but interesting meeting to 
a oonoluBion. 
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REPORT 

From 'Star/ Johannesburg, July 21st, i894» 

TRANSVAAL NATIONAL UNION. 

GREAT MASS MEETINa— THE VOICE OF THE RAND. 

MR. LEONARD'S ELOQUENT SPEECH. 

MR. WESSELS' SPLENDID PROTEST. 

THE FATAL THIRTEEN. 

IMPORTANT RESOLUTIONS. 

The Chainnan: Men of Johaxmesburgy before I introdiioe 
the business of our meeting, I wish to address a few words 
by way of earnest appeal to you to maintain order. (Hear, bear.) 
We do not wish any disorder in the proceedings of this meeting, 
because if we had any it would be the first occasion on which 
there had been disorder at a meeting of the National Union. 
(Hear, hear.) I therefore appeal to you to assist the Chairman in 
endeavouring to preserve order throughout the assembly. (Hear, 
hear.) Before going further, I shotdd like to read a telegram 
which has been received this evening officially from Pretoria. 
I do not mean from the Government, but to us as a Union, and 
it is to the effect that the political prisoners, who have now been 
released, will be here by next Wednesday's coach. Now, gen- 
tlemen, I have one word more to say by way of introduction 
before I make my plunge in mediaa res, and that is to explain why 
we have not been able to put off this meeting, in order that yoa 
might be free to go and have the treat of listening to that 
charming singer, Miss Maclntyre. This meeting, as you are 
aware, has been frequently postponed, and we had made all our 
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arrangements before we knew, from the Caledonian Society, that 
ike concert was fixed for this evening. Much as we should like 
to have been able to give you the pleasure, and to have it our- 
selves, of listening to that charming singer, we felt we could not 
consent to put oS this meeting longer. (Hear, hear.) After an 
interval of eight or ten months, we are met once more in the old 
familiar place, surrounded by the old familiar faces, and, I regret 
to say, to discuss the old familiar theme of our political dis- 
abilities. (Hear, hear.) 

Oentlemen, you remember on the occasion of our last meeting 
that a new line of policy was laid down, and explained in an 
eloquent manner by Mr. Leonard, as to the procedure we intended 
to adopt in the interval. The previous year of our existence as a 
Union was spent, as you know, in endeavouring to obtain public 
opinion on our side, and in endeavoxiring to form that opinion. 
I do not think that year was badly spent, because we saw as the 
result of it a very much larger interest taken in public affairs. 
Political meetings that used to be dissolved in Mr. Meyer's time 
were attended by crowds, and a large amount of intelligence was 
displayed in finding out, in ascertaining the proceedings of the 
Government and the Yolksraad, and in making ourselves ac- 
quainted with the laws that were being passed. At the end of 
that period we foimd it necessary to adopt a change of front, and 
for the last eight or ten months the Union has been spending 
itself in much more moderate procedure, but no less useful. By 
means of pamphlets, by means of the press, by means of cor- 
respondence, we have addressed the Dutch Boer of the country, 
who, after all, is the great power-holder to whom the supreme 
appeal must be made. We have endeavoured to educate them as 
to our grievances in simple and homely Dutch language, ap- 
pealing to their common sense. We have pointed out the in- 
cidence of taxation upon us; the iniquity of concessions; the 
many grievances of a political character which we have all 
suffered from ; and above all our need as to the franchise in being 
represented in the councils of the country. (Cheers.) In ad- 
dition to that work a good deal of another kind has been done in 
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ezamiiimg the laws as they appeared in the Ghizette. Sub- 
CdminitteeB sat apon them, adjusted, and reported upon them to 
the Committee, and we were thus able at our own political 
meetings to bring an amount of intelligenoe upon that subjeot 
which we did not before possess. In addition to educating the 
burgher of the country, we endeayoured to ascertain his own 
views by means of correspondence in the Tarious towns and dis- 
tricts of this country, and we have been able to ascertain the views 
of the country population, thus bringing the new and the old 
population into touch with each other. 

That does not appear a very heroic or grand programme, but 
it is a very useful one. It is necessary if we are to educate the 
people of the country as to our disabilities and encourage them to 
take our side of the question, and it is bound, sooner or later, to 
come to the front. We should make it appear that with regard to 
the National Union the membership has increased by thousaadsL 
(Prolonged cheering.) The Executive Committee that was se- 
lected and appointed permanently, met to discuss the various 
political events of the TransvaaL 

So much for the work that has been done. Now as to the 
general and important measures undertaken by the Committee. 
We prepared a memorial, a petition to the Government, asking 
for the granting of the francluse. That memorial was signed by 
13,000 inhabitants of the Band. Now, gentlemen, that was an 
important document, and the reception it received at the hands of 
the Yolksraad has marked an important epoch in the political 
history of this country. I propose, for a very short time, to 
direct your attention to the contents of that document. First of 
all, I should like to point out that the numerous signatures to 
that document prove two things. First of all, the earnestness of 
the people — ^the real imderlying desire of the people to possess the 
franchise— and, secondly, that the Transvaal National ITnion was 
not dead or inert It has been sometimes said to me, * What is 
the use of bothering about politics P Attend to your daily work, 
go to your mines and those things ; let politics take care of them- 
selves.' Now it appears to me that is not a very earnest view 

266 



APPENDIOES TO THE STATEMENT. 

to take of public affairs. It may be all yery well in settled 
oountries, where the form of government is wdl nnderstood, and 
where it is buried deep in the heart of the people, and where 
there is a large leisured class to devote themselves to studying 
public questions ; though, democrat as I am, I think the people 
should take an interest in the political afihirs of any coimtry, 
especially a country like this, where our political principles are 
in a state of solution. It is virtually necessary for every man to 
interest himself in the public affairs of the country in which he 
Kves. Well, gentlemen, the Transvaal National Union presented 
that memorial It was signed by 13,000 persons, and the Trans- 
vaal National Union is not ashamed of the action which it took. 
It is proud of it. Those 13,000 persons were men anxious to 
take an interest in the affairs of the country, and those persons 
who signed the petition were well aware of what they did. They 
were taking an important step, and that step was for the good of 
the country. 

Now let us see what we asked for in the petition. In the first 
place we agreed to take the oath of allegiance to this State, and 
that is an important departure. We cannot be subjects of two 
States at one time. We must be the subjects of one State, and 
that is laid down as a principle of the National Union. As a 
first principle, the National Union, in its petition, said we were 
willing to take the oath of allegiance to the South African Re- 
public. In the second place we were willing to agree to a 
moderate property qualification, and in the third place to a per- 
manent residential clause. These then are the principles we put 
forward: the oath of allegiance, the property qualification (a 
moderate one), and the permanent residential clause. Now I 
think these are reasonable demands, and I think they should have 
been eonsidered We did not expect to get aU we asked for all 
«t enee, but we did think our petition would receive respectful 
cODsidevation. It was respectfully worded and moderate in its 
demanda Now who are these 13,000 men who signed the 
petition f They are of all classes. There is the miner who risks 
lus life in the bowels of the earth searching for gold, there is the 
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financier^ the meohanic, and, in hct, every class of inhabitant of 
the town. And what have they done for the country P I might 
say, as it is said of Westminster Abbey, if you look for our 
monuments, look around you. These men dug into the earth for 
the wealth of the country. They made the place what it is, 
although they found it a howling wilderness. These were the 
men who had come from all quarters of the globe — ^from Aus- 
tralia, America, Europe, and Africa itself — ^men who had come to 
this State to stay, not men who had come to make their money 
and go away, as has frequently been said (applause) — ^men who had 
brought to the State all their own institutions, their churches and 
clubs and hospitals, men who had come to make their homes here. 
(Cheers.) These were the men who had signed the petition. 
(Applause.) 

Gentlemen, we hear a great deal about the old Yoortrekkers. 
(Hear, hear.) What did they doP They did a great deal, 
gentlemen. They reclaimed tins land from the barbarian sEnd 
the wild beast. (Hear, hear.) But what has the new Toor- 
trekker done in his turn P (Applause.) He has brought energy 
and life and wealth to the State, to build up its prosperity 
and establish the hives of industry that now exist here (applauae); 
and has brought about a realisation, I was almost going to say, 
of the wildest dreams of avarica (Applausa) Above all, gen- 
tlemen, let us consider who these men were politically. (Hear, 
hear.) They were the subjects of that Power which has per- 
formed one of the most magnanimous acts of modem history, the 
Power that in the hour of defeat gave back its independenoe to 
the State which now refuses the franchise to its subjects. (Hear, 
hear, and applause.) All these were the men who signed that 
petition, and their petition should have had a very different 
reception. (Cheers.) I confess that when I read of the reception 
which had been accorded to the petition, my usual cheerful 
optimism disappeared from view, and my heart sank like lead. 
I felt that here at last was a parting of the ways. (Hear, hear.) 
I saw very little hope, and great difficulty in getting a little 
light into our political dilenmia. And I saw different treatment 
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accorded the Dutch in other colonies, their demand for equal 
rights conceded, parliamentary rights granted, and the Dutch 
lang^ge granted a place in the schools in the Gape Oolony. 
When I tell you that Sir Henry de Yilliers and the Hon. J. H. 
Hofmeyer, those two eminent politicians, are Dutchmen, you will 
better understand this. In the other colonies, and in America, 
there are no race distinctions. (Applause.) Whateyer nationality 
a man is, as long as he helps the country he is recognised. Am 
an instance of this, I need only mention the name of Her 
Majesty's representatiTe in Pretoria, Sir Jacohus de Wet 
(Cheers.) What we want is the imion of the two great European 
races in this country. In the Orange Free State Bepuhlio this 
principle has been long recognised. The Chairman of the Yolks- 
raad is an Englishman, or rather I should say, a Scotchman. 
Another leader is Mr. Fletcher, who is a German ; and the leader 
of the Educa^onal Department is a Scotchman. I mention this 
as an instance of the cordiality existing between the Dutch and 
English in those parts of South Africa. 

Now I come to the second great event — at any rate the second 
great measure which was taken up by the National ITnion. That 
was the natural and logical outcome of the rejection of the 
petition by the Yolksraad, vis., the address signed by 13,000 
inhabitants. (Applause.) When we found that we were con- 
tinually regarded as aliens, despite of protest, despite of prayers, 
despite of petitions, that we were not to be allowed to share in 
the govenmient of this State, then we said we must turn to the 
representative of our own Sovereign. (Loud applause.) The first 
petition was signed by thousands, the second by thousands mora 
What we desire is to work our own salvation in our own way. 
That has ever been our programme, and we stQl desire to do it. 
When we were told that that could not be, we naturally turned to 
ihe representative of our own Sovereign. (Loud applause.) I 
venture to say that if the first petition had been received in a 
Bpirit of brotherliness by the Yolksraad, if they had held out the 
right hand of fellowship, if they had said, * WeU, we can't give 
you aU you ask for, but if you are patient we will consider your 
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damanda/ then the aeoond address would never have been pie- 
aented. (Heari hear, and applause.) 

Now, gentlemeny our position is elearly defined* We aitf 
aliensy we are told that we cannot become subjects of the Stata 
I am not going to refer to the incident which gave rise to the 
presentation of the address to Sir Henry Loch. You were the 
immediate cause of it when yon were commandeered. That is a 
matter of history. I am not going to speak at length of the 
eelebrated decision given by the Supreme Court in the matter of 
these prisoners* As yon are aware, we decided to appeal to the 
courts of the country, and to take the case before them for 
adjudication. The result of that was an adverse decision of oar 
claims, and thereupon we found that we no longer had any case 
for courts, but future appeals would have to be made by diplo- 
matic interventions. Now, that being so, we are bound by the 
law ae it is administered. We profess to be law-abiding citiiena, 
and we are content to be so. While that law is there we have to 
obey it, and that we will do. But there is one incident which 
docurred in the course of the trial which is a very important one, 
as bearing upon our position and on the l^;ality of the action of 
the Government It appeared to me that the decision of the High 
Oourt laid down a rule of action and of guidance which confirmed 
an important bulwark to the liberties of all who are aliens in this 
country. I refer to the dictum of the Ghief Justice that the High 
Court was open to aliens and to burghers alike in this country to 
seek redress. As you are aware, the question was raised that the 
High Court had no jurisdiction in this commandeering business, 
that judgment is so important that I take the liberty of making a 
quotation from it to this meeting. The Chief Justice in the course 
of his judgment said it would be a strange state of things indeed 
that subjects of this State were to be denied here what ¥ra8 granted 
in the Cape Colony. Every subject^ he said, however mean, would 
be protected by that Court. (Cheers.) These principles underlie 
the three great departments of this State. There is wisdom in 
these remarks, they should be inscribed in letters of gold, that 
may be remembered lor all tima I am not going to dwell longer 
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upon the incident whiebi gave rise to that deeision. There are 
legal gentlemen on the platform this evening who will address 
yon, and all I now propose to do is to call on Mr. Leonard to move 
the first resolution. (Cheers.) 

Mr. J. W. Leonard, 0.0., who was received with great cheering, 
moved: — 

'That this meeting of the Transvaal National ITnion, while 
repudiating the nnf oimded charge made against the Union 
of seeking to nndermine the independence of the State, 
hereby protests most emphatically against the recent action 
of the Yolksraad. First, in respect of its action with 
regard to the petition of thirteen thousand inhabitants of 
Witwatersrand, praying for the granting of a reasonable 
franchise, and, second, in debarring for all time all 
UitLanders and their children from possessing the rights 
of oitlEenB while they continue to bear the chief burdens 
of the State. This meeting declares that such action is 
calculated to retard the imion between the old and new 
inhabitants which is essential to the progress of the 
Republic, and therefore urges upon all who value the 
rights of citizenship to join the ITnion in its endeavours 
to obtain those rights which their proved loyalty to the 
State and their services in raising it to its present positioKi 
of wealth and importance entitle them to demand. And 
this meeting finally pledges itself to continue the meet 
strenuous efforts to obtain from the Government a €k>n- 
stitution, based upon democratic principles, and not to 
cease such efiEorts untQ the desired end has been obtained.' 
He said : Ladies and gentlemen, and I am glad indeed that I can 
say that, for it is an excellent thing to see the interest which the 
ladies take in the proceedings of the Fnion — ^ladies and gentle- 
men, I can only ask you to bear with me for a short time while I 
address you upon subjects which are very dear to my heart, and, I 
am sure, dear to those men who are looking up to this platform 
to-night. It is not necessary for me to repeat the appeal which 
the CSiairman has made to you, to wMn^-Am order, because I have 
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aU along — and I have all along been in close contact with those 
•who are called * the mob ' — ^I have all along said that we can meet 
in Johannesburg and discuss our political afihirsy our future, and 
the destinies of ourselves and those who are coming after us in 
this country, like men imbued with the dignity of the cause we 
are advocating. Johannesburg has kept order, and will always 
keep order as long as it receives justice. (Great cheering.) 
Gentlemen, the first part of the resolution which I have read, 
and which I am going to ask you to adopt, repudiates, in strong 
language, the charges which have been made against us, and all 
who are with us in our cause, of attempting to undermine the 
independence of the Stata I know that it is not necessary for me 
to tell you that we do not meet in public, we do not agitate in 
private, for the purpose of undermining the independence of the 
State ; but it is necessary for me, as speaking to an outside public 
as well as those who are here to-night, to say something regarding 
those charges. Those charges are not made by the timid Boer 
outside, who does not know us — more's the pity — not by the 
people in Pretoria, but from the men of our own household. 
(Cheers.) They are men who know that those charges are false 
and baseless. The men who make these charges are men who 
should stand shoulder to shoulder with us, and not make it 
manifest to the world that there is the slightest division in 
this new population. These men are paid scribes; I do not 
blame them altogether; they write what they are paid for. 
These are the men who send forth to the world these malicious 
falsehoods which make us appear odious. I know, gentlemen, 
that recent events occurred in this country, in Pretoria notably, 
which have irritated the people of the country, who have not 
really seen with their own eyes what took place. Now, I was 
there, gentlemen, and saw the whole thing with my own eyes, and 
I tell you here that every story that has been spread about the 
country to the effect that there was a seditious riot on diat 
occasion is wrong. (Cheers.) What took place is this. There 
were a number of men in Pretoria, and more especially young 
and excitable men, whose feelings had been roused by the ooour- 
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lenoes which had taken place in connection with the com- 
mandeering. (Cries of 'Quite right') I do not say whether 
they were right or wrong ; that is for you to say ; but, at all 
events, their feelings had been roused to the highest pitohy and 
these young men who had been put into the position your Chair- 
man has described — their feelings were roused owing to the 
position to which they had been driyeui by the hardship and 
also the indignity — for there is some indignity — of being com- 
mandeered ; these young men lost their heada (Cries of ' No.') 
If you will allow me I will make it very plain to you what I 
mean. I am not saying it ¥ra8 wrong, I am not saying it was 
misplaoed, but there were some of them lost their heads so far as 
to do one or two little things which might be construed into an 
insult to the President. (Cheers.) There was no intention, I 
haye satisfied myself from personal contact with some of them, 
and from my own view of what took place, I am satisfied there 
was no more intention to insult the President or hurt the national 
feeling of the Boer, than there is in my mind. But it is out of 
such incidents as these that stories are manufactured and mischief 
is created throughout the country. I know I am speaking for 
the men when I say there was no insult meant to the head of the 
State, much less to the man who, with all his faults as a man, is 
still the President of the State. (Cheers.) Then it has been said 
of us that we are Imperialists and Jingoes, and that Bhodes is 
pulling the strings (laughter), and that our only object is, as I 
said before, to undermine the independence of tJie Stata Now, 
gentlemen, I tell you this — ^I am speaking in public in no mis- 
taken strain — that Mr. Bhodes has no more to do with the 
politics of Johannesburg than a child of two years of age at your 
home. Mr. Bhodes, I repeat, and this is, of course, private 
information, Mr. Bhodes has large pecuniary interests in con- 
nection with a leading financial corporation here. I leave it to 
you to say whether implication in financial concerns or connection 
with financial corporation implies any connection with the politics 
of Johannesburg. Mr. Bhodes, has not, I am perfectly certain. 
As to our being Imperialists, let me say a few words about that. 
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Faople will not remember tliat the tlioHglits of men loe wideaeA 
by the process of the eon ; 1879 and 1880 are not 1888 and 1884^ 
And nnf ortonately the Dutohmen of tiie oomtry won't leraember 
that it is not possible for the conditions of 1879 and 1880 to be 
restored to^y. They forget that nnce then Sonth Africa has 
undergone an absedute rsTolnticMi in its politioal feelings and 
conditions. The charge of seeking to establish Imperialism in 
this country is a charge that it may suit some malignant writere 
find some public speakers to level at us. Th»e is no room fsr 
Imperialism in South Africa. There is room for all the love we 
have for the land of our f<Mre&therSy but there is no room for 
Imperialism as an Imperial rule in this country. If they haive 
thought that, the speech of Mr. Bhodas some ten years ago is an 
answer. He said that the Imperialist &otor ae Imperialism mnit 
be eliminated from South Africa. We have mixed races here, and 
there is no room for Imperialism. I wish it to be understood tliat 
I speak for the Union, and every charge that is made as to our 
Jingoism, Imperialism and our Bhodesian principlesy I hurl baek 
at them. We have our programme before us, and we have never 
worked from any such principles as those. There is one inddenl 
eonnected with this historyi gentlemen — ^I am trying to be shorty 
but sometimes one's words run away widi him when he feels 
strongly upon a subject — ^there is one incident connected widi this 
incident as I said, which I cannot pass by, as a South African of 
South Africans, without a word of emphatic protest I refer to 
the short debate which took place in the Cape Parliament recently, 
and apropos of what P It was a dastardly attack upon a man who 
had served his country loyally. (Gheera) I want you, gentlemen, 
to give me your support, when I say that the Gape Parliament bad 
better leave us alone. (Hear, heari) I know them. Gentiemen, 
I know the members of the Cape Parliament, I know their ante- 
eedents, and know what they are. There are amongst them men 
who would be traitors to their own flesh and blood, men who 
would inflict an injury upon their dearest friend, if they oonld 
derive any personal benefit thereby. I know tiiem well ; I have 
eat amongst them. I know Mr. Van dar Walt, a dear old gentle- 
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amn — (mm of 'QnesfeioiD I ') — ^Now let me eicplain. I say he is a 
dear old man, and I know what was in his mind at the time. He 
]belonga to the Dopper party, a party to which Mr. Eniger belongs. 
Be must have read aome paragraph in a newspaper, and galhmd 
fn»n it that Mr. Kroger had been insulted, and in the bottom of 
bis heart he thonght the insult was offered to one of his own flesh 
and blood, and he wished to resent it. (Cheers.) In the midst of 
fdl this, it is pleasing to know that there are papers amongst as of 
« differmt kind. (Hear, hear.) One of these papers I allude to 
is the evMiing newspaper — (loud and prolonged cheering) — and 
imother is a weekly paper. (Renewed cheering.) Whatever may 
be the hnlts of these papers, and it is hard to find a paper with- 
x>ut its faults, or against whose editor some one has not a grudge 
(hear, hear), these two papers have stood to the cause like men. 
(Cheers.) I want you to take it from me, gentlemen, that I am 
expressing the voice of the National Union in these remaaJu 
regarding those two papers, and that they may take it as a vote 
of thanks. (Cheers.) There is another paper which some of you 
may not know as well as I do ; whose editor you may not know aa 
-intimately as I do ; it is a Dutch paper printed at Ftetoria, and is 
called Land en Volk. (Applause.) In that paper many thingi^ 
so doubt, are printed in the way of oorrespondenee and even 
leading matter which may not commend themselves to our judg- 
ment ; but I know from my dose contact with its editor, and my 
eonstant perusal of its colunms, that it is the paper which 
represents the Dutch feeling of the State (hear, hear), the 
opinion to which we may appeal, and to which I mean to appeaL 
(Cheers.) It has been said we have not the capital of the Band 
with us. Now, what is capital P Capital is the accumulation of 
property got by other people's labour. (Hear, hear.) By itself it 
is simply scrip or cash locked up in safes. It depends for its 
continued existence upon the labour of the thousands of people 
whom it collects around it. It is a thing without which the world 
of industry could not get on at alL (Hear, hear.) It is the part 
4>f thousands of people to work for it ; but it is not its part to say 
to those who labour : * You shall be slaves.' Many big capitalists 
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might not mind if there were a million people, whose working 
statoB was that of slaves; in fact they might prefer that thejr 
were slaves. One thing capital cannot demand. Its power stops 
when it touches the springs which govern human f eeUng. Men 
will not be treated as slaves, and when capital touches that status, 
its hand becomes palsied. It has been said of us that our 
principles are idle and false; they are described as Jingoism 
and Imperialism. For the rest it is simply our flesh and blood 
that is speaking — our heart, bone, and sinew. We are a big 
population and increasing every day. What we want is to be 
free men in a free State. No malignity, no venom, no intrigae, 
will stop us, be it to our death or doom. Our Ohairman, gentle- 
men, said a few words just now about what might appear the ia- 
oonsiBtent attitude that we took up in reference to the political 
situation at the present time. I have heard it said in Pretoria, 
* How can you tell us (by " us '' I mean the other side ; no, not 
the other side, I hope, but the Dutch side) — ^how can you tell us 
that you want to be citizens of this State, that you ask for the 
franchise; and then, on the very first occasion of trouble and 
difficulty, you rush to the Kigh Oommissioner with your 
grievances P' 

The Chairman, gentlemen, has more or less anticipated me in 
what I ¥ra8 going to say, but I will repeat it in a few words. My 
view of the matter is that the positionis an extremely plain ona. 
You may excuse my reference to a case that ¥ra8 argued in 
court, an illustration that occurred to me, that I ventured to 
address to the Bench. I told the court that the position which 
the Government invited us to assume was that of a partnership 
in the State. Unfortunately for the Gh>vemment, it was not the 
partnership sanctioned by the wisdom of both ancient and modem 
lawyers, being repudiated as unsound. It was not that partner- 
ship sanctioned by every sort of enterprise and capital It was 
not that kind of partnership, but it was the partnership of the 
lion and the jackal. (Loud laughter.) The essential basis of this 
leonine partnership consisted in the stipulation that one partner 
took all the profits, if any, and the other bore all the losses, if any. 
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Now, gontlemeiiy I do not say that our position is exactly that in 
this State. I used it merely as an illustration^ and if the 
oommandeering law had gone through upon this basis, it would 
haye been the best illustration in the world. Under the law we 
havep as it is, to bear the burden of every denizen of the State. 
We bear the burden and heat of the day in producing the gold which 
the country yields, but there is one duty which only citizens can 
be called upon to render, that is the duty of risking their lives 
in military servica With the greatest respect to the Ohief 
Justioey I maintain that this is the law of nations, I say that it is 
difficult to perform military service as a duty to the State, when 
we are denied the rights of citizenship ; when we are called upon 
to render military service without having the rights of citizenship, 
then we are justified in falling back on our position as aliens. 
There is no inconsLstency in taking up that position. We are 
prepared to fight^ but if we are going to do so without being 
citizens, we are not going to do so on the terms of the partner- 
ship between the lion and the jackal. 

The object of the address presented to the Yolksraad, signed 
by 13,000 men, was nothing more or less than to show the people 
of this State that if they would take our hands, we were not 
going to keep our hands behind our haeks. The object of this 
meeting is to show them that we are prepared to hold them out 
again. If they will take them in a firiendly spirit, then they will 
have a body of s(ddiers here second to none in South Africa. 
But before tiiiey claim our services as soldiers of the country they 
must make us sons of the country. I for one, when I heard of 
the outbreak in the north, thought it would be a noble thing for 
Johannesburg to equip a force and present it to the Government, 
bat the attitude of the Government is such, unfortunately, that 
we do not know even if they would accept our gifts. (Hear, 
hear.) That was the feeling in my heart, and it was the f eeUng 
I thought I would like to see in tilie heart of every man here. 
If ow, gentlemen, as I have said, the hostility is not on our side, 
the fear of trouble is not on our side. (Hear, hear.) In all the 
inmbleus times of the past few weeks I have steadily said to the 
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people at Pretoria that there would be no trouble in JohannefllMurg. 
(Great oheering.) It is the old story of the wicked man fleeing 
when no nuin pursneth (laughter), all the talk about the guaHing 
of camps in Pretoria (laughter), all the talk about rebelUoii in 
Johannesburg is, I am afndd, but one of the signs of a guilty 
conscience. (Laughter.) Our policy is not rebellion ; our policy 
is written so that all men may read. Our pdicy is the true poliqr 
of South Africans, and it is the only policy which the Transvaal 
Boer and the inhabitant of Johannesburg can ever hope to cany 
out to a successful issue. I am here to-night on behalf of Ae 
Union to preach that policy — ^that policy consiBts in Ae 
broadening of the basis of the Gh>Temm«it, of adapting the 
constitution in a new country to the needs of a new coontiy, 
the taking in of the sinew and bone and strength, which come 
with a new population, a fusion of populations to the arriving at 
one common end — ^the good of South Africa. (Great cheers.) 

This is not the place, nor this the time, to talk to you about a 
United South Africa, and for my own part I do not think that m 
the lifetime of those who are here to-night we shall see a United 
South Africa in the sense of one flag; but there is a bigger 
union, and that is a union of everything that goes to make for 
icommon prosperity, and there is a bigger union still, a union of 
sentiment of heart, and that union we can have in South Afriea 
(hear, hear), if these people will listen to words of wisdom, and 
take wisdom as their guide. That is a policy which will meet 
with the approval of every man here, I know. (Gheers). It may 
or may not be opportune to mention it now, but I think theie 
are signs that the policy is being recognised by the other sads, 
and will be acted upon one of these days, so as to enable ub to 
meet our friends among the Dutch with the common object of 
making the State great. (Hear, hear.) I cannot tell yo«, 
gentlemen, because it is impossible to pick out all the d^aals 
of conversation — ^it is impossible to state every point; it is 
impossible to state how suggestions are made to you — ^bat I am 
very close to many men who are leaders in the State^ and 
represent the other side, and I say, if we wait and watch &e 
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iMrilt ol the neact deetions fot the Y olksraad, which take place 
tttts year, I am sangoine yoo will see a change — as great a change 
ae when the bob rises on the darlrness of the morning. (Loud 
diears.) I may be wrongs-— things may falsify every word I 
say — bat the feeling is implanted in my mind that we have 
every reason to hope that that oonsommation will be reached. 
That is why I can wait with a freer conscience and a fuller 
keikrt I preadi to you to-night the adTisability of standing by 
tfa^ good old South African policy which I have advocated. I 
believe the time is coming when we will find the bonds drawn 
closer between the new and the old populations of this State than 
they have ever been drawn before. What we want we have told 
ydu so oftett, and we tell you to-night» probably for the last 
time— (great cheering) — ^what we want is nothing more than a 
fie|iublic in deed and in fact — (cheers)— a Republic 'broad based 
upon the people's will' — (Bight) — ^the people and not one little 
section of the population, but the people representing every man 
who ocHnes to this country and is prepared to say, ' I have come 
here to stay, and this is my land/ (COieers.) Gentlemen, it 
eooads absurd for us to be telling each other that we have been 
denied a Bepublio like that^ considering that the very name of 
this State is the South African Bepublio. What right have they 
on the other side to arrogate to themselves that name P What 
right have they to say the South African BepubUc shall be a 
Bepublic composed of a small section of the people of South 
A&ica. (Gheers.) They have no such right. I appeal to their 
faistory. I appeal to titieir love of liberty. I appeal to their 
pasty to the deeds of their forefathers, to their own Oonstitution 
as written in the statute-book. I appeal to everything they have 
dene till within the last few years. I appeal to their sense of 
justice to admit us as citisens of the South African Bepublic. 
(LoqA cheers.) It is in this spirit that the Naticmal Union is 
talking to them to-night. 

I know there are many men who were under the impression 
that there was going to be a display of fireworks. (Yoiocy 
' IkoBA.') I know, gentlemen, that there are some people to be 
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found in every population who like the more or less brilliaat 
display aide of politios. That is not the work of statesmen. 
That is not the work of men. We recognise the responsibility 
of the situation. That is not the work of men who want to do 
that solid hard work which men do who feel what they owe to 
their fellow men. (CSheers.) We go to these people in the 
Transvaali and we ask them — possibly, as I said before, for the 
last time — ^to admit us. We are knocking at the door. We give 
them the guarantee of our character. We give them the 
guarantee that the great majority of us, I believe, were bom on 
South African soil. We give them the guarantee that there is no 
man who asks for the franchise who does not mean to make the 
oountry his own. We give them the guarantee which is to be 
found in our record in the past as a law-abiding populatioiL 
We give them the guarantee that is to be found in the fact tliat 
this population has made the wealth and strength of the oountiy. 
We ask them upon those grounds, and for those reasons, to admit 
us to a political partnership. And, as I told you, I am sanguine 
that this last appeal is not going to be unheard. 

The day has gcme by when we can bo stigmatised aa a 
IK>pulation of fortune-hunters — a vagrant population that oame 
here one day ; a population who I believe were once described aa 
the scum of European cities. The population to a great extent 
have come here to stay, and those who have not come to stay will, 
I am sorry to say, in a great majorify of cases be foroed to. 
(Laughter.) If ever there were questions of the permanency of 
the inhabitants, of their good character, of their good qualities^ 
you will find the answer hera If you want the monument^ as 
your Ohairman puts it, look around. I know there is one obstacle 
which stands in the way, or which you think stands in the wi^, 
and that is that you will have to take the oath of allegianoe to 
this State, and become citijEens of this State alone. I feel, and 
you feel that it is to renounce the land of your foretiftthers, but it 
always has been done, and it is necessary in tilie creation of new 
worlds that this should be done. And what is this act of 
renunciation, what are these feelings that awaken sentiments of 
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endearment to our oountries in ubP It is a devotion to long 
records of deeds past of valour, devotion to history and to 
Uterature, and you cannot strip a man of these things, no matter 
what happens. Even if you take an oath of allegiance to this 
State you can never forget what you are, where you are, and the 
race you sprang from. It may be unpleasant to take the oath of 
allegiance to a new state, but it is necessary, and I know that if 
one were to ask each man here, I think that if it were necessary, 
he would join hand in hand with the others and become acitisen 
of this Stata Whatever may be the proportion of men who 
might hesitate to do this; whatever reluctance or wringing of 
hearts there might be over making this concession, there is yet a 
strong feeling of South African freedom in this place, and by 
Government taking into the State those who are imbued with this 
feeling, the Transvaal may yet become the dominant &ctor in 
South African politics. (Hear, hear.) 

What would be our value if we were in this country as 
citizens and not as aliens? Bo you think questions like this 
Northern war — ^that unfortunate miserable business — (hear, hear) 
— ^wonld cause trouble to the State? (No, no.) Would the 
Swasieland question trouble the State ? (No, na) Gould there 
be complications with England ? (No, no.) Even the Delagoa 
Bay question would become comparatively easy of solution. 
(Hear, hear.) That is the aid we are able to ofFer the Gk>vem- 
ment of this State — ^the aid we do offer it to-night (Hear, hear.) 
Instead of the Bepublic we offer to create in this country, what 
have we ? It is painful to turn from the contemplation of the 
picture fancy paints of what might be to what actually is. (Hear, 
hear.) What have we here ? A Bepublic on paper. (Laughter.) 
We have what might aptly be described as a Oassarism of 
autocracy. (Applause.) We have every sort of abuse that could 
be created under an autocracy existing here under the name of 
a Republic. (Applause.) There is one truly free body in the 
country — only ona That one is the Executive CounciL 
(Laughter). The one institution which it is the object of 
democracy to deprive of its freedom, is actually the only one 
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that 18 abeolntely frea It ib by that body that fedings of 
difitrufit are engendered between ns and the Boers. 

The Boers are told to remain qniet^ and leave the Goyem- 
s&emt to goyem them and g^oard their liberty. We are told that 
we are not fit to take part in the goyemment^ and are not to be 
tmsted. The weapon that is used against as is that of filling 
the Boers with distrost of ns, and everything is misinterpreted. 
It is in that way that the Exeontive maintains its power, and that 
is its safeguard. We have a Yolksraad and only one, for the 
seeond does not oonnt (laughter) ; 24 men, or in fact a majority 
of that number — 13 — ^govem u& They govern from the Limpopo 
to Christians. Is it right that 24 men, or rather part of 24 men, 
in oonjunction with the Executive Council, should have control of 
all our great interests and not always 24, but perhaps 10, 12 or 
13 P (Loud cries of 'No.') That is the condition of things we 
have in this country at the present time. I need not point out 
the temptations which exist They must exist while human 
nature is human nature. They must exist while they keep up 
this state of things. That is the reason why we are determined 
in the matter. That is why the intelligence on this Band has 
repeated again and again, that we want you to stand by us in the 
work of reform of this state of thinga We ask you to help us 
to remove the ridiculous state of things in the TransvaaL Now 
the argument on the other side is that we cannot be trusted. I 
wiQ not, gentlooaen, I will not insult your intelligenoe by 
attempting to refute that. Another argument is that because— 
(at this point an unruly member of the community succeeded in 
creating a disturbance in the centre of the building, and thus 
rendering the learned advocate for the mome^t quite inaudible. 
Order being restored by the Chairman, Mr. Leonard continued) — 
Yet another argument advanced against us is what I may call 
the argument of right of prior occupation in this country. Of all 
the feeble devices that you could possibly make I think this is 
the feeblest It has becm adopted, too, by men who call them- 
selves y oortrekkers ! As has often been said, there is no absolute 
Line of demarcation in this respect. When the first fifty Boers 
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oameinto this oountry, would they have dared to say that they 
had a right to the land, and no others ? No, gentlemen, there is 
absolutely no Une that can be drawn. No man can dare to say, 
'This country belongs to me,' even if he has been in the 
country ten, twenty, or even fifty years before you. I can 
understand ten men annexing a continent, if they could find it, 
and if they coidd conquer it ; but these ten men would have to 
take upon themselves the responsibiUty by force or by fraud, to 
keep everybody else out of the country. They cannot do that, 
gentlemen. The people who govern this country have taken our 
money, they have sold their lands to us, they have sold their 
mines to us, and they have allowed us the right to settle here, 
and now they want to keep us out of everjrthing to which those 
transactions entitle us. The right of prior occupation entitles no 
man who comes into the State, no matter how willing he may be, to 
deprive us of our rights. Picture to yourself, gentlemen, what 
took place on another continent What would Americans think 
of the men who went to Wyoming or Dakota, if they had said, 
'Any man who comes after us shall have no rights here?' 
Gentlemen, when the bulk of us came here into this country, the 
franchise laws were not as they are now. When the bulk of us 
came into this country, and I think most of us have been here 
five years — ^the franchise laws were not intolerable. They then 
bad a law which invited men, held out inducements, and practically 
said : * If you come and remain a certain number of years, you 
shall become citizens.' The present attitude taken by the 
Legislature is nothing more or less than a distinct breach of 
faith to those who came on that understanding. (Cheers.) 
Franchise laws shoidd not be retrogressive. 

Now what is our position in this State P We, representing the 
Uitlanders of this State, we represent considerably more than half 
of the population of this State ; and we, as Uitlanders, pay to the 
Government of this State— and I have the best authority for 
stating this — £1,250,000 yearly to the revenue of the State, 
whereas the old population pay not more than £60,000, or at least 
sot more than £100,000, but whether £5000 or £10,000 more 
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than it was ten years ago makes not much difference. The total 
revenue of this State at present is £1,750,000, whereas ten years 
ago it was not more than £75,000. We practically pay nine- 
tenths of the revenue of this State, and we are paying £400,000 
for market produce in hard cash to the farmers. I hope to make 
it clear to you, gentlemen — and what I say to you now will be 
made known to others outside— that we are placed in a position 
which is a wholly intolerable one. I hope I have made it dear to 
you that it is not wrong for us to agitate, it is our duly and our 
right to agitata It is the only method by which we can reach the 
people outside ; it is the only method by which we can show that 
there are men among us who will press for our rights ; it is the 
only way in which we can show that we intend to have our political 
rights, and I say here to-night that we are determined to have 
them. (Hear, hear.) And I say that in agitating, perhaps in a 
slightly difEerent manner, we are only following the example of 
our excellent friends, the Boers. They were wronged once, and 
they agitated — ^unfortunately they had to go further than agitating 
— ^but they agitated, and agitated till they got their way. We 
intend to agitate, and agitate till we get our way. (Bight.) Now, 
gentlemen, before I conclude, I want to put to you in a concrete 
form a few reasons to show that we are justified in asking for an 
improved constitution, and in asking that the State shall be placed 
on a sound and a proper foundation, I will read to you these pro- 
tests — ^I was almost geing to say a charter ; but it is not a charter, 
it is a number of protests which I want you to adopt, not as 
a resolution, but as part of what I am saying. We might protest 
against a great many more things than tiioae I shall mention, but 
the list as it stands forms a sufficiently strong indictment against 
the powers that ba We say that while we agree that the Boer 
should be independent of foreign domination, we protest that that 
does not entitle him to deny the rights of freedom to the other 
inhabitants of the State, many of them sons of South African BoOf 
and none of them less truly devoted to the cause of local self* 
government than any burgher in the land« (Oheers.) 

We protest that the policy of the governing authorily in 
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closing the avenues of citizenahip, even to those who are willing 
to Tenonnoe all other allegiance^ is calculated to weaken the found- 
ations of the State, and does not tend to keep it strong and stable. 

We protest against the public violation of promises pubUdy 
made by the head of the State, that we new burghers should be 
led up to equality with the old burghers. 

We protest against a system which even prevents wholly an 
appeal to the people as a whole, when the necessity for such an 
appeal has arisen. 

We protest that the republican principle was violated and 
dishonoured when the towns of the BepubUc were deprived of 
their separate representation, and all the political power was 
centred in a single section of the community. 

We protest that the supremacy of the Yolksraad was deliber- 
ately undermined when the people's assembly was spUt up into 
two chambers, one of which possesses no power to give due effect 
to its determinations. (Oheers.) 

We protest against the Ghx>ndwet^ which should be the sacred 
covenant of the people, being placed at the mercy of a casual 
majority of the First Ohamber, instead of being subject to no 
amendment until the will of the people had been lawfully 
ascertained. 

We protest that the true and abiding welfare of Land en Yolk 
are disregarded by the unceasing efforts of the Gk>vemment to 
stifle every form of local liberty, getting the very last sembhmoe 
of power into its own handa 

We protest against the persistent neglect of the Government 
and the Yolksraad to endow the judges of the High Oourt with 
that independence, both of position and emolument, which the 
dignity of the judicial function imperatively demands. (Gheers.) 

We protest against the action of the Yolksraad in making it 
illegal to do what is legal and lawful and encouraged in every 
other country in the world, for the people to take action by way 
of the formation of committees and otherwise for the election of 
members of the Yolksraad. (Loud cheers.) 

We protest against the principal offices of the Government 
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being filled with foreigners of one nationality — (cheers) — while 
other Uitlanders, and even qualified Afrikanders are denied 
admission to the offices in which the whole machinery of the State 
is centred and controlled. (Oheers.) 

We protest against the appropriation of large amonnts of 
secret service money, which the purposes of a Republican Gk>yem- 
ment cannot possibly require. (Gheers.) 

We protest against the system of supporting newspapers which 
has been adopted by the State. (Loud and continued cheering.) 

We protest against the rejection, with scorn and derision, of 
our memorialsy which have always been respectfully worded, and 
have not contained one complaint that was not founded upon 
justice. (Gheers.) 

We protest against the maimer in which our deputations haye 
been received by the Executive Government of this country. 
(Oheers.) 

We protest against the finance of this Republic being allowed 
to drift into a disordered state for the want of a skilled and 
qualified financier in the Government to supervise it. 

We protest against the control of the railways, and, gentlemen, 
you know what Uiat control of State railways sometimes means. 

We protest against the control of the railways built upon the 
credit of the State being centred in Amsterdam, Brussels, or any 
foreign capitaL 

We protest against the public funds being employed in trade, 
in money-lending, or in any other ventures which universal ex- 
perience has shown is best left to private enterprise. (Hear, hear.) 

We protest against the fundamental principle of free govern- 
ment being ignored by the continual withdrawal of large sums of 
money from the people, which the service of the State does not 
require ; oppressing the tax-payer, and rendering it impossible to 
work numerous mines in which large sums of money have been 
spent without return, and seriously endangering the permanence 
of the markets upon which the farmer depends for the due return 
of the fruits of his toil And I go further. It is against any 
economic law that we should accumulate millions of money in a 
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State when we see such letters as were in the Star to-night from a 
man who said there were numbers of miemployed men who could 
not get work to do in the place. (Cheers.) 

We protest oyer and above all that^ while we are compelled to 
bear needless and increasing burdens, we are given no voice in 
the affairs of the State. 

While recognising to the full the critical period through which 
the State has passed in recent times, we protest that the fimda- 
mental principles of Bepublican Gk>vemment are endangered by 
the office of chief magistrate being occupied by one and the same 
individual, no matter what manner of services he may have per- 
formed, for so protracted a term as to make him rather the 
master than the servant of the State. (Cheers.) 

We protest^— here's a little protest against tolls, gentlemen — 
(laughter) — although it is a small matter — ^we protest against the 
imposition of tolls — against being put within a ring fence of tolls, 
and for no purpose to the town. Even if a man goes to the race- 
course, or takes his wife for a drive, he is met with tolls. 

While recognising the necessities of industries, we protest 
against the further granting of industrial monopolies which serve 
to enrich the few, but are not conducive to the benefit of the 
many. 

We specially and emphatically protest against the enforcement 
of payment of personal taxes to the last f arUiing in some districts, 
while in other districts the people are allowed to go scot free. 

While we subscribe to the doctrine that every citizen can be 
called upon to bear arms when occasion requires, we protest 
against any inhabitant being compelled to render unpaid military 
eervice when a sufficient number of volunteers can be obtained; 
and above all we protest most emphatically against the indis- 
criminate commandeering of money and goods from aliens while 
the Treasury is full to overflowing. 

And we protest lastly, as the children of a proud race, and of 
proud fathers, against being made pariahs and helots, against 
being made hewers of wood and drawers of water. 

My only regret is that some one who has a voice to speak, and 
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can feel as I feel, oaxmot get up in the Baad and ezpresB thoae 
f eelmga. In oonduding, I will read a passage of a speech made 
many years ago in the House of Commons, and I wish that some 
one had the genius of a Macaulay to get up in the Baad and 
speak as he did in the speeoh, a portion of which I will quote. 
This is a speech — a portion of a speech — detivered, I think, in 
1831 by the great Lord Macaulay upon the Beform BiU. You 
know tiiie tension that existed in England at the time. You 
remember that a state of things existed at that time almost 
exactly parallel to that at present existing in this country, or at 
least yeiy analogous to it. (Applause.) The political power in 
EngLind at that time was Tested entirely in the landed aris- 
tocracy, while all the great population that had grown and 
thriven upon the great industries that had arisen, were debarred 
from political rights. You know that crisLB to which the State 
had been brought. Macaulay not once or twice or thrice implored 
the Goyemment of that day to give the franchise to this class, 
and to receiye them into the bosom of the State. Concluding cue 
of the noblest of speeches, he said: — 

' Is it possible that gentlemen long yersed in high political 
afiairs cannot read these signs? Is is possible that they can 
really belieye that the representatiye system such as it now is 
will last till the year 1860 ? If not, for what would they haye 
us waitP Would they haye us wait merely that we may show 
to all the world how little we haye profited by our recent 
experiment ? Would they haye us wait, that we may once again 
hit the exact point where we can neither refuse with authorily 
nor concede with grace ? Would they haye us wait so that the 
numbers of the discontented party may become larger, its demands 
higher, its feelings more acrimonious, its organisation more 
complete P .... Let them wait, if their past eiqierienoe ahall 
induce them to think that any high honour or any exquisite 
(deasure is to be obtained by a policy like thia Let them wait^ 
it this strange and fearful infatuation be indeed upon them, that 
they should not see with their eyes or hear with their ears, or 
understand with their hearts. But let us know our interests and 
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onr duty better. Tom where we may, within, around, the yoioe 
of great events is proolainung to ub ''Beform, that yon may 
preaerva" Now, while old feelings and old associations retain a 
power and a oharm which may too soon pass away ; now, in this 
your accepted time; now in this your day of salvation, take 
ooonsel not of prejudice, not of party spirit, not of the igno- 
niniomi pride of a fatal consistency, but of history, of reason, of 
the ages which are past^ of the signs of this most portentous time. 
The danger is terrible. The time is short' 

Croold some man speak words like that in the Transvaal; 
surely they would sink into the hearts of the members. (Hear, 
hear.) We are not the men if dealt &irly with to undermine 
the independence of the State, or to harm any interest which 
ought to be protected — (hear, hear)— but we should be less than 
men if we did not stand up and record our protest, as I hope I 
have done to-night, against the treatment we have received. 
(Loud and prolonged cheers.) 

The Ohairman: I have now to introduce to you a new speaker, 
a gentleman whom you have heard of, who will second the reso- 
lution so aUy proposed by Mr. Leonard. He is Mr. Advocate 
WesselsL (Loud applausa) 

Mr. WesselB, who was tendered a great reception, said he had 
great pleasure in seconding the proposition so ably and eloquently 
laid before them by Mr. Leonard. He asked them to f orbei^ 
with him, as he was no politician. He had never in his life 
addressed so large or important a meeting. He had spoken in 
public, but generally to three judges, or one judge and an 
intelligent jury. (Laughter.) If he could not rise to eloquence, 
it was not that he did not feel with them. He had been told that 
the platform of the National Union was an Imperial platform. 
If that was so, or if he believed it to be so, he would not be 
utanding on that platform that night. It had been said that the 
National Union was run by a small Johannesburg diqua He 
was not a Johannesburger ; he was a Pretorian. (Hear, hear, 
and applause.) He could assure them that everything that had 
been done in the past by the National Union had met with his 
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approval. (Loud applaiua) He oonld asBore them that ha 
looked upon the National Union at the present time as the Yoioe 
of the Uitlander. He was not an Englishman, and therefore not 
an Imperialist. He liad not one solitary drop of English Uood 
in his veins. He was an Afrikander. (Loud and oontinned 
applause.) He was, perhaps, more Afrikander than the members 
of the Baad, who called themselves Afrikanders. Yes, more 
Afrikander than the President of the Bepablic himself. For 
centuries and centuries his ancestors had been living in Africa. 
He was truly a son of the soil. He was in many respects more 
Boer than many Boers, even more Boer than Mr. Tosen. (Load 
laughter.) He had been educated in England, he had learnt hia 
profession in England, he was acquainted with English senti* 
ments, he was acquainted with English traditions, and these had 
been cultivated in him through thorough Englishmen, If he 
were not, therefore, grateful to the English nation, he would 
truly be a base wretch. Bome people might think that the 
English army was not so strong as the armies of other nations, 
that the navy of England was not so invincible as some people 
imagined, but notwithstanding that^ if there was anything to love 
it was the English nation. (Loud cheers.) It was not because 
of England's army or its navy that the English nation was greats 
but because of its love for &ar play. 

He stated that he was an Afrikander, The Afrikanders were 
not such ignorant persons as they were made out to be. Afri- 
kanders bom south of the Yaal Biver or bom north of the Yaal 
Biver had the same sentiments as regards justice. There was no 
real difference between the new and the old population, but there 
was a clique which wanted to make a difference. Let them lock, 
the position squarely in the face. All the Yoortrekkers were 
friends of his forefathers. There were hundreds of Wossolsos in 
the Free State. All these men were of the same descent, all from 
Gape Colony or Natal — ^they were of the same race, the same 
manner, the same religion, the same language, but now the 
burghers said they had crossed the Yaal Biver first and cleared 
the country of Kaffirs and beasts, and that therefore other people 
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should have no yota What an argument was that ! It might 
haye been an arg^ument for the old original Yoortrekkera, but 
they knew that the Yoortrekker welcomed the stranger and 
sought the stranger. (A yoioe : ' And made the stranger/ * Shut 
up/ and laughter.) But there were people in the Baad who 
refused the aliens a yote, who coidd not use that argument, for 
they had neyer cleared forests, or killed beasts — eyen a wild buck. 
(Laughter.) They must remember that the son of a burgher, a 
boy of sixteen, had a yote, and he could not say that he was 
a Yoortrekker. But, in any case, how coidd an argument of that 
sort apply in a republic P How could they admit the hereditary 
principle in a republic? He might just as well say that his 
sisters, and his nephews, and his cousins, and his aimts, had 
cleared the land of beasts and Kaffirs. (Laughter.) They could 
dismiss that argument. Then they had the other argument^ 
which was constantly used, that these were the people who droye 
the English out of the country. He respected them for haying 
reclaimed their independence— (cheers) — and if there was one 
feeling in the National Union it was that it respected them for 
haying done thai (Cheers.) He was sure the object of the 
National Union was not in any way to see the British flag once 
more floating in the country. (Cheers.) He was conyinced the 
object of the National Union was only to see good goyemment 
in the country. (Cheers.) He went further: it was an imtrue 
argument; it was a lie— (cheers) — and it was not the reason 
these men had for keeping the Uitlanders out of the francluse. 
If it were the truth, was it to be conceiyed that it would be 
adyanced now only, when the men in 1882, the year after the 
war, thought the ultimate limit for the franchise was fiye years? 
(Hear, hear.) If the men at that time thought fiye years was 
enough, was it to be conceiyed that that argument coidd be true 
now? He said, emphatically, they knew when they used the 
argument they were using a lia (Cheers.) 

What then was the reason why these men refused the Uit- 
landers the franchise P It was fear and selfishness — ^f ear that the 
new-comer woidd haye the majority and would control the rule of 
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the country — ^not fear of giving the oountry oyer to the EngKith, 
bat fear that it would be the IJitlaiider who would rule in the 
land. (Gheera) They adyanced the argument that they were 
afraid the new-comers, being largely British, would yote for 
giying the oountry back to the English. (No, no.) That might 
apply with the raw Englishman, but not with one bom in South 
Africa. No I what they feared was that they would not be able 
to 'work the shekek.' (Laughter and cheers.) He did not 
hesitate to say that the Boer who did not want the Afrikander to 
be one of them and have a voice in the affiiirs of the country, was 
simply afraid that his pocket would not be so full. He had heard 
it said that they were anxious to get the Afrikander into the 
Yolksraad. Nothing would please them more .than to work with 
their brothers from the Free State, the Colony and Natal, who 
were bom in Africa — ^but what was their further answer. ' dass 
Legislation.' They said they could not do it because it would be 
unfair to the Englishman and the Gterman, and unfair to every- 
body else. (Laughter.) The members of the Baad said that if 
there was anything that they did not love it was class legislation. 
The one political principle as it were, the very foundation of their 
political creed, was that they would have no class legislation, and 
those same men were constantly appealing to their ancestors; 
they were constantly telling the puUic who their ancestors were 
and what their ancestors did, and on the 18th June, 1865, those 
ancestors passed a law saying that a person bom in the country 
should have a vote I Those coming from Europe had to reside in 
this country one year and pay 200 rix-dollars, and then they 
would be entitled to the vote, but those bom in the country were 
entitled to the vote immediately. Their dread was apparent^ and 
that was why they went in for dass legislation, for what was 
their legislation but dass legislation ? Was not their legislaticii 
on coolies dass legislation P And then there was the transport 
riders. The worthy Mr. Wolmarans was constantly jumping np 
to protect the transport rider. I may not, Mr. Wessds continued, 
prune my roses on Sunday, while a transport rider can do as ha 
wishes. He is allowed to ride on Sundays, and the proposed lawa 
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for the transport riders are oertainly class legislation. They 
were afraid, Mr. Wessels proceeded, to give the vote to the 
edaoated Afrikander, for fear he might get the reins in his own 
hands and legislate, so that everybody could come in and par- 
ticipate in the franchise. He could not understand their argu- 
ment^ so absurd was it. (Hear, hear.) They said, 'We won't 
have you because you are enlightened.' (Laughter.) And, at 
the same time, their own Grondwet said that they wished to be 
recognised as an enlightened coimtry. (Laughter.) They 
repelled enlightenment, sought darkness, then they said, 'But 
we are such a great people.' (Renewed laughter.) He was 
perfectly certain that was not the feeling of the country — it was 
the feeling only of a certain section of the Qovemment and of 
the Baad. (Hear, hear.) 

The Baad was only composed of twenty-four men, and Mr. 
liconard had eloquently pointed out to the meeting to what 
dangers the country was exposed which had so small a legidature. 
The danger to personal liberty and personal property was immense. 
(Applause.) It woidd be far from him to say that any single 
man of that Baad had ever been bribed. (Laughter.) He would 
say, howeyer, that there were immense possibilities. (Great 
cheering.) The Baad was constantly teUing them that because 
in America and France strangers coming into the coimtry coidd 
not obtain the franchise till after a certain term of residence^ 
therefore they should not be admitted to the franchise in this 
oountry. He would freely admit that the Baad coidd find 
precedents for its action if it desired. Personally he could find 
precedents for anything and everything, if he liked. (Laughter.) 
That was the sort of exception that a lawyer woidd use, but 
oertainly not the sort of exception that a man of honest convic- 
tions woidd use. (Loud and prolonged laughter.) Li a coimtry 
like this country, where the new population was rapidly out- 
numbering the old, things were difEerent to what prevailed in 
countries like England and America. There a comparatively 
small number of people go, whilst here they are coming in shoals. 
To reduce the argument that only the people who shot the lions 
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and Kaffirs were entitled to rule to an absurdity^ suppose for a 
moment that it came to pass that only one burgher was left, one 
monumental burgher, would he be entitled to call himself the 
Kaiser of the Bepublic, and the only man entitled to a ToteP 
The result would be that he would be cleared out (Loud 
laughter.) All that was wanted was that the Uitlanders ahoold 
stick together. It was no use mincing matters. (Applause.) If 
the present policy were persisted in, blood would be shed in the 
streets of Johannesburg. (Loud applause.) And who would be 
to blame P (Cries of 'The Gk>yemment' and ' The Baad.') He 
repeated the question — ^Who would be to blame P It would not 
be the Uitlanders, it would not be the stranger who sought by 
every possible means to obtain a yoioe in the afiairs of the State; 
not the men who tried to protect themselyes and obtain freedom 
for themselyes, but the fatal thirteen in the Raad. (Tremendous 
applause.) The argument of the rifle was a nasty one. It was 
an argument which he had heard used by the burghers in 
Pretoria ; but God forbid that it should come to that I He was 
perfectly certain that by organization and by standing together 
as one man they would prevent a drop of blood from being shed. 

There were remedies, and these remedies were not far to seek. 
He did not wish the Baad immediately to pass a law admitting 
everybody to the franchise, but still they could conciliate, or show 
a spirit of conciliation. There was something unlucky in the 
number thirteen, and it was thirteen ignorant men in this land 
that ruled the destinies of this State. These thirteen ignorant 
persons could raise the batteries of Johannesburg. Every one 
present must combine together to strengthen their hands in the 
obtaining of the franchise. Some new question might crop up— 
yesterday it was the commandeering question, to-morrow it might 
be some other question. Capitalists at present were standing 
aloof, but capitalists perhaps were not aware that a law might at 
any moment be passed making it impossible for any one, except 
he be a burgher, to hold property in this Stata He saw some 
people laughing at this, but he might inform them that such a 
law was actually passed in 1856 by the ancestors of the present 
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Baad. He said that those men who had not the courage to speak 
out their conyictions should be shunned, regarded as outcasts, 
people who were unfit to live in a free and independent republic. 
(Gbeat cheering.) He said the aliens should form themselves 
into an Uitlanders' Defence Association, and send a monster 
petition from every town in the State to the next Baad, asking 
for representation for the towns. (Hear, hear.) If that were 
done he was confident that an improvement would result. That 
was not sentiment — ^it was practical politics. (Gheera) They 
should ask the Raad to give back to the towns the representation 
which they had of old, and which this autocratic Baad took away. 
If that were done a new and more liberal element would come 
into the Baad. And why should not the towns demand repre* 
sentation, seeing that the towns bore the burdens of the StateP 
The true freeman in the country was the man who worked with 
his hands, and upon him the salvation of the country would 
eventually depend. He was certain that if these men and the 
men representing them got into the Baad a new era would dawn 
for this land. What sort of a (Constitution had they ? They had 
representation — on paper. What was the use of saying that this 
was a free and independent Bepublic, and that the voice of the 
people was the law of the land ? The voice of the people P Tes, 
a voice on paper. Then it was said that they had a Second Baad, 
but that Baad was as powerless as if they lopped ofE every limb, 
and tore out every tongue from their mouths. (Great cheering.) 
The Second Baad might vote that a bridge should be thrown over 
from Africa to America, and that was as far as it could go, 
because it had no money and no control over the money. The 
Second Baad was an impotent, imbecile body. (Cheers.) There 
were men in that Baad who, although men of Boer descent, were 
more liberal than members like the Tosens and the Lombaards of 
the First. (Cheers.) But the ridicule of it ! To the First Baad 
was entrusted the independence of the State. (Cheers.) In a 
free country like this there must be no such thing as political 
apathy. (Cheera) Political apathy at a juncture like this was a 
erime. (Loud cheers.) They were a mixed population in this 
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eoiintiy — ^English, Dutcli, Q^rman, and French. Each one of 
those coimtries could call to mind traditions of freedom. In each 
one of those coimtries free political discussion was the order of 
the day; even in Germany, an Empire, the Socialists had the 
strongest say. With traditions like those they conld not allow 
their freedom of speech to be burked. (Cheers.) Therefore 
there must be no such thing as political apathy. Who were the 
people who were politically apathetic? First of aU the Gomt 
minions — (much laughter) — ^the gentiemen who assembled at six 
o'clock in the morning at the President's house — (laughter) — ^to 
obtain some &your for themselves or their friends — (laughter) — 
the subsidised men who procured. (Loud laughter and cheers.) 
Those favourites were a worthless crowd, and need not be reckoned 
with. The next was the large capitalists. (Hear, hear, and 
cheers.) It was a pitiful thing there were so many large capital- 
ists. (Laughter.) If the capital was more equally divided there 
would be less political apathy. Those men stood like misers over 
their hoards, and were afraid to utter a voice. They saw them 
skulking through the streets of Pretoria. In other countriee — 
in England, for instance — capitalists were in the vanguard of 
freedom. Here they were merely like the curs that followed a 
leader. Were they wise, and did they not see the sword hanging 
over their heads P Did they not know that the capital they had 
annexed they might have annexed by somebody else P Did they 
not know that the &tal thirteen at Pretoria might deprive them 
of it P The sooner they awakened to the danger their capital was 
in, the better for themselves. Then there was another and very 
large crowd of people who said they did not meddle in politics 
because it was too much trouble, and they preferred their comfort 
lying on a sofa, reading a novel and smoking a cigar. He hoped 
at any rate one of those classes would be aroused from its politioal 
apathy, and exclaim : — 

' Throw down that cup of Samian wine, 
A land of slaves shall ne'er be mine.' (Gheers.) 
The Chairman said he thought the meeting did not require 
any words of his to follow the very eloquent speedies that had 
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been made. He wouldi theref ore, pat the motion to the meeting. 
Before doing so he was requested by Mr. Wessels to say that an 
Uitlanders' Association had been formed at Pretoria, and he hoped 
that it might become affiliated with the National Union. 

The resolution was then put, and unanimously carried amidst 
loud applause. 

Mr. Bettington moved : — 

'This meeting desires to record its high appreciation of the 
sendees rendered by Sir Henry Loch and Sir J. A. de Wet 
in securing exemption for British subjects from the 
obligation of personal military sendee while they are 
denied the privileges of citizenship in this State.' 

In doing so he said they talked a great deal about their 
wrongs and grieyances, and about what they were going to do, 
but they should not forget those who had rendered valuable aid in 
the pasty and without whose aid, perhaps, the streets of Johannes- 
burg and Pretoria might have run with blood. He referred to 
Sir Henry Loch and Sir Jacobus de Wet They heard of die 
training of guns, and that the town of Pretoria was in ihe 
possession of armed burghers^ but through the efforts of die 
gentlemen mentioned no serious collision took place. To the 
efforts of those gentlemen was due the approaching return of die 
commandeered prisoners, and the provision that in future no 
British subject could be commandeered. He thought all present 
would agree that the Uitlanders of British extraction owed their 
flincerest thanks to the gentlemen mentioned in the resolution. 
(Loud applause.) At the same time their strongest protest should 
go up against those from whom they might have expected other 
things, who had 'rounded on them' in their hour of need. 
(Groans.) It had been said tiiat we did not any of us wish to see 
the British flag again floating over this land-— (hear, hear) — ^but 
Ood help us as British subjects if we had not been able in the 
time of trouble to look for shelter to the power that flag repre- 
eented when the Government oppressed us. (Loud applau9e.) 
The British subjects owed their heartiest thanks to that suzerainty 
for saving them and the country from a crisis such as all of them 

287 



POLmOAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

would hope they might never be called upcm to peas through 
agaiiL (Cheers.) He would say no more, but content himsdf 
with proposing the resolution. 

Mr. Hoyle seconded. He did not know if his Toice was laige 
enough to be heard ; he did not intend to say much in seconding 
Mr. Bettington's resolution. When Sir Henry Lodi came up 
here, the country was in a critical state. Some politicians in the 
Gape Parliament took the place for a big workahopy in which as 
much money as possible should be made. A false simile had been 
suggested. Sir Henry Loch was said to have approached a 
powder magazine, and an erphoAon had at once taken place. 
Bather than this, he likened tiie people when Sir Hemy came 
here to a boiler surcharged with steam. Sir Henry came and 
turned on the safety cock, and so saved an explosion. He 
regarded the commandeering incidents with great satisfiuHion 
Notwithstanding eruel wrongs, the people came through the crisis 
splendidly. No other country containing such mixed elementa 
could have come through such an ordeal so successfully. He 
believed that the Gtovemment had now been impressed for the 
first time with the desirability of taking the proper steps to 
fUMniftin order. He was suro that if it had only done what eveiy 
government would have done and appointed a guard of honour, 
the regrettable carriage incident would never have taken placa 
(Hear, hear.) Commenting on the recent passage-at^«rms between 
Dr. Leyds and the querulous Mr. Wohnarans in the YolkBraad, he 
said he considered the action of the State Secrotary was statesman- 
like in the extreme. The speaker then paid a warm tribute to the 
firm stand taken by the High Commissioner and the British 
Resident in connection with the commandeering incident, and 
remarked that, even from the Uitlander's point of view, the result 
was entirely satis&ctory. (Hear, hear, and applause.) That they 
were able to stand thero that night, and as free men say that their 
salvation in futuro depended entirely upon their own efforts, and 
that they wero determined to fight constitutionally, was due to the 
intervention of these two gentlemen. (Cheers.) 

The resolution was carried. 
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LEADING ARTICLE 
In * Land en Volk' (a Dutch Newspaper), 

December 2i8t, 1893. 
(tbanblation.) 

Nbw ooonrrenoes compel us to return with aad hearts to the 
consideration of our existence as a nation, our goyemment, and in 
oonneotion therewith our independence. What was the indepen- 
dence for which we fought a mighty nation? It was the right to 
free this country from foreign control, to maiutaJTi our language 
and our laws, and to retain the sovereign power of the people to 
gOTem the people. Are we carrying out this noble idea P The 
smbjeot is of too great importance to be dealt with even in several 
articles, and to«day we intend only to give a review thereof • The 
government of the people by the people has not the meaning that 
a President and Executive Council are there to make laws, but 
specially to see that the wiU of the people is carried out, to 
administer the law made by the representatives of the people in 
the Baad. The powers of the Government should be strictiy 
defined, and a constant wakefulness should unceasingly be exer- 
cised to prevent encroachment being made on the rights and 
powers of the Yolksraad. And this necessity becomes still 
greater when we have a President who in former days rendered 
the country undoubted services, and who has made himself loved 
among the burghers by his former patriotism. 

The past has secured Mr. Kroger great power and love, but it 
grieves us to have to say that, instead of maintaining the holy 
idea of the people, he, while canstantlff hannng the words an his Upa, 
iinconsciously perhaps, has used his power to encroach upon the 
aovereign poww and liberty of the people, and to undermine the 
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foundations upon whioh that power and liberty rest The 
thousands of burghers who Toted against him were brought to do 
so by the oonTiction of this trutii, and it remains to be seen wliat 
bitter fruits our oountiy must pluok for his election as Presidsnt. 
However, we can only contend manfully against the tendaiMsy 
more and more to subvert our Constitution by a system under 
which the Ghwemment mpraetiee bringa about the et^foreemmt ofiU 
will through influencing the Volkeraad, instead of the Yolksraad 
being the highest power to make laws which must be carried into 
effect by the Government. How can we attain this P By only 
electing men to the Yolksraad who possess the intelligence to 
recognise the dangers which we have indicated, to contend against 
them, and to overcome Ihem. 

President E[ruger has been re-elected for five years. Can we» 
and may we, leave our institotions in his hands, and those who 
surround him during this period safely and in confidence? To 
this there is only one answer. Let him do his work as President 
according to his duty and conscience, and not let himself be got 
hold of by alien fortune-hunters and speculators to graq» and to 
arrogate to himself powers which only belong to the people wbo 
are to be represented by the Yolksraad. Let him not exercise the 
slightest influence by flattery, intrigue, intimidation, or Uuff on 
these people whose holiest duty it is to maintain Ihe rights of the 
people, at least to hand them down unimpaired, if possible 
strengthened, to their children* In other words, let every member 
of the YoUcsraad, in renewing his solemn oath as a Yolksraad 
member, understand that he is every day, and every hour, there 
on guard to see that the Government faithfully discharges its 
duties, but does not exceed its powers in any way. Let tiie Plre- 
sident only appear in tiie Baad when he is summoned there, and 
let members freely exenuse their judgment and express their 
views independentiy and uninfluenced, instead of simply following 
the Oovemment like parrots, and adopting its arguments, thereby 
being compelled to do the will of the Government. Simpk dntjr 
demands this. Oan anyone doubt for a moment that this warning 
is more than highly neoessaiy ^ Have the rights of the people 
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been regarded in great matters suoh as the Constitution, in 
financial matters, new taxes, railways, concessions, the liberty of 
the press, and other instances too many to nameP And how has 
the legidatnre in tiiese matters been taken up by the Gk>y emment 
and brought into efibctP Without doubt, by interested persons 
who have exercised pressure on the Baad. How often is not that 
holy word iivbbpsndbkcb used in the Baad in rei^eot of laws 
which are wholly in coliflict with our independence P With all 
deference, we believe that even members of the Baad have not 
comprehended the effect or consequences of laws which have been 
laid before them ; in other instances tibiey have been misled by 
arguments used ; in, again, other instances they have apparently 
thought that die Government consisted of men who had fought 
with them, and who therefore could do no wrong, but, however it 
may be, the bitter truth must be said that serious injury has been 
inflicted upon die people, injury that, however restricted, will 
still justify the testimony that Paul Sjruger is spending the last 
years of his life to undo the good work which he has done for the 
people in earlier years. 

We may direct die attention of our readers to one or two in- 
stances during die lastsittingof the Yolksraad. By the Ghrondwet 
it is provided that the Yolksraad must fix the amount of each tax. 
The Yolksraad has given, at the request of Mr. Sjruger, the power 
to him to determine whether the tax on dynamite should be 9d. 
per pound or less, and whether he should charge one trader 57«. 
per case as a tax, while he caused another to pay 40«. per casa 
Where is the Ghrondwet P The Gbondwet should remain unaltered 
unless die people desire express change, and proposed laws must 
be puUiahed before the sitting of the Yolksraad. Then Mr. 
Kruger iHings an alteration into the Ghrondwet without consulting 
the people and without publishing the draft law. Universal 
safety demands that the press shall be firee. Mr. Kruger brings in 
a law directed against the writing of the truth. It is no longer 
necessary to give account to the peopla The Government induces 
the Yolksraad to pass bad laws, and thus the Yolksraad becomes a 
vehide to enable Mr. Elruger to secure and to carry out his own 
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y/nLL ANB HOT THAT OF THX PBOPiiB. LegioUtLoii origuiateB {ram 
the GoTBnuDfiiiit iiwtead ol from the people. Howmany inttanoei 
are there not known to our readers in whioh not the dightest 
attention has been paid to their memoriale, while laws whioh were 
not only never aaked fori hnt whioh were wholly againet the 
interestB of the people, were prooipitately aooepted without 
petitume or pnhlieation. 

Bttrghersy the whole attitude ol oar GoTomment as revealed 
by acts has been to takb thb power out of thb hands of thb 

PBOPLB AKD TO PLACX THAT POWBB IN THB HANDS OF THB GoVBBN- 

MBNT. What, then, beoomes of onrindependenoeP What does it 
profit ns to have a Bepublio whieh is only a Bepnblic in name and 
appearanoe P What does it matter when men have an antooratie 
roler whether he is called a Tsar or a PresidentP We have 
always been a people of feeling. Let ns regard these things as 
Hiey ara There are dangers threatening onr constitution, sabtle 
dangersy worse beoaose they have grown up gradnally in sooh a 
form that oar friends do not reoognise them as dangers. Now, it 
is tiie duty of every one who loves this country to learn to reoog- 
nise and to contend with them as deadly enemies. Wehave taken 
up the work ; let us not rest until we have strangled, suppressed, 
and destroyed it. If we ever lose our indbpbndbncb it will be 
because we have lost the spirit, the comprehension, and the con- 
sciousness to bea free people. Let us show that we stiU possess 
these qualities in order to avoid the words so often used in an 
improper senses that by our conduct the curse of Heaven and the 
curse of our children and children's children shall not deave to us. 
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OUR CONSTITUTION 

KXPLAINBD BY 

ADVOCATE AURET. 
An Address oiven in Johannbsburo in 189a. 

Mb. J. G. AuRKT (who upon ooming forward was greeted with 
great applaiue), stated that the sahject of his address, *The 
Growth of the Constitation in this Bepnblio/ was a somewhat 
dry sabjeot, although not without some interesting points. He 
had gone into the matter with some care, and compiled a paper 
which he would now read to the meeting. The address ran as 
follows : — 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, — ^In tracing the origin of the 
Constitution of the South African Republic, I find it neoessaiy 
to refer briefly to the early history of the people who framed 
it, or rather to some of the more prominent incidents therein. 

For causes which are generally ascribed to dislike of British 
rule, the old Yoortrekkers commenced, in or about the year 
1880, to sell their farms in the Oape Colony, and to move north- 
wards in search of a land where, from their point of view, true 
freedom was to be found. At first only small parties were made 
up in diflEerent parts of the Colony, and trekked away quietly, 
under the impression that they were liable to be prevented from 
going, until in 1836 Sir Andries Stockenstrom, the then lieu- 
tenant*Gh>vemor, declared that he was not aware of any law 
which could prohibit His Majesty's subjects from leaving the 
country for the object intended. In that year the movement 
was taken up on a large scala Hendrik Potgieter trekked away 
with 200 families into Moroko's country. Later in the year Gtort 
Marits followed with some 800 families out of tiie district of 
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Graaf-Reinet and Uitenliage, and wended his way along ihe Yaal 
fiiyer throngli the paatuies of Moselkatse, the ohief of the Mata- 
belea. From time to time reinf oroements arriyed from the Colonyy 
and, after saooesaiye etniggles with the Matabelee and other 
native raees, the emigrant Boers settled down in peace between 
the Modder and Yet RiYers. From here, in 1837, Fieter Retief 
with a large following decided npon trekking north-eastward and 
reached Natal, where already a small English colony had been 
estabUahed. Towards the end of this year Retief s party was 
further reinforced by trekkers, and his nnmbers increased to 
about one thousand families, scattered over the base of the 
Drakensberg. In the following year a treaty was made with 
Dingaan, which was followed by the barbarous massacre of Retief 
with seventy of his followers, and the defeat of the Zulus on 
Dingaan's Day. In 1889 a trek was organized by Hendiik Pot- 
gieter further northwards £rom the Yet River, and the town of 
Potohef stroom (called so after Potgieter) was established on the 
banks of the Mooi River. In 1841 Natal was proclaimed a 
British colony, and most of the Boers who had located themselves 
along the Drakensberg wended their way back again, some in the 
direction of Yet River, where the town of Winberg had been 
established, but the majority settled in the land north of the Yaal 
River. After the battle of Boomplaats, in which Pretorius, with 
a large following of Boers from the north of the Yaal River, had 
takcoi a prominent part^ overtures were made to the British 
Government to recognise the independence of the Transvaal State, 
with the result that on the 16th January, 1862, a Convention was 
entered into (known as the Zandriver Conventicm) between Major 
Hogg (representing Her Majesty's Government) and Pretorius^ 
with sixteen others deputed by tiie emigrant Boers living north 
of the Yaal River, in which was granted to the Boers the right 
to manage their own afiairs and to govern their people according 
to their own laws, under certain conditions named in the Ckm- 
vention. 

I can find no evidence that up to this time the Boov had 
thought out the question of any settled form of government^ or 
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that there was any oombined action amongst themselyeB^ excepting 
in rdation to matters of defence. No written compact existed 
setting forth the terms apon which their political afEairs should 
be regnlated. If their ideal was a Bepnblican Gk>y emmenty their 
notion of it was yagae and obscure. This was probably the result 
of the unsettled tenure of the land they occupied, their nomadic 
and scattered condition of existence, their constant strifes and 
struggles with the natives, which caused them to delay in formu- 
lating a solemn compact to treat of matters of franchise, 
elections, and all the other incidents of a settled and peaceful 
govemment In Natal they called themselyes ' De Zuid Afri- 
kaansohe Maatschappy,' and held a Oouncil called a Yolks- 
raad, which was presided over by a President. Similar Ooundls 
were held at Potchefstroom and Ohrigstad, for there are still 
extant the records of several Yolksraad Besluits which on the- 
face appear to have been passed at these places. 

At a meeting of Boers held at Derdeport in May, 1849, 
attended by delegates from all parts of the Transvaal and from 
Natal, a resolution was passed to form a ' Union of the People on 
this side of the Yaal,' and the meeting also approved of tho 
tliirfy-three Articles, which had been framed some five years 
pireviously by the Boers who had settled in the neighbourhood of 
Potchefsb^oom. This document, consisting as it does of i^iirty- 
ihree very short sections, is most primitive in style and compo- 
sition, and must have been formulated under the assumption that 
on unwritten constitution was in existence, for with the exception 
of providing for an annual election of Yolksraad Members, and 
making a vague declaration as to what the common law of the 
people shall be, it has not even the semblance of a written con- 
stitution of any form of Government. At length, in 1868 {i.e., six 
years after the Transvaal Bepublic had been recognised by England 
as an independent State), a committee of fourteen was appointed 
by the people to draft a Ghrondwet or Constitution for the Be- 
pablio. This was done, and tiie draft Constitution was submitted to 
the Yolksraad, by whom it was approved ol Its subsequent publi- 
cation obtained for it the tacit assent and acceptance by the people^ 
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Tbis Gimdmiliai from time to time ben aUend i 
not in msmer prorided b^ itael^ i^ bj pwmg tinee 
to the people, but by miqde YolknMid Beebdft ot 
DvringtheeeMioiiol 1890 the Qiondwei wee pdblidiBd in 
m eimeolidated lorm, witii aU theprorioiis edditione ind ahe^^ 
nd MeopoUiBhed it noirfaniie— together wiALftw 12 of 1887, 
wbieh giree the QoMfields wpreemliition in d» Beed; Lftw4ol 
1890, bjr which the Second CBiamber wm cnated; and Lbv 6 
id 1890, which amended the Fnnchiae Law of 1882— the Qn- 
fltitntion of the Sooth African BepuUic— and Law 6 of 1880, 
by which the qualification lor etigOdity m State PreoideBt waa 
aUerod. I shall briefly state idiat the chief promions of dw 
Ofondwet are : — It contains 160 ssetions, and ia divided into 
ei^t duqyters. The first chapter ded a r o a T hat the form ol 
Gorenunent shall be repuUiean; tiiat its ter r iUny is open to 
all fweigners; tiiat tiiere shall be no eqoality b o t wu m blaok 
and white; and tiiat shnrery shall not be allowed; tiiat the 
ydhsraad shall be entrusted witii the malm^ of Inwa lor the 
pecqple, and shall be the highest antiiority in die land ; that the 
proposal and execution ol all laws be entmaled to a State 
Preaident, and that the jndidal power shall be Tested in a ffi^ 
Oxirt; that tiiere shall be liberty of the presiL CSu^ter IL 
treats of the protection and delBnoe ol Ghnrch and States and pro* 
Tides — That only members ol a Pr o t e st a nt Clinrch shall be 
representatives of the peofde in the YoIksnHid; that in case ol 
a warlike invasion, each inhabitant shall be liable to be eaDed 
oat to assist in the defence; tiiat all treatiea shall be ratified 
by the Yollnraad. Chapter IIL rdatea to the Yolksraad, and 
provides— That the Ydkaiaad shall be the siqpreme power in the 
State, and shall consist of at least twdve membera* 

The qualification of a mwnber ol the YoQDnaad is as ioOowa ^— 

He shall be thirty years ol age, shall have been bom in the Be- 

puUiD, or have been an enfranchised bnr^ber tar fifteen yeais^ 

and shall be a mwnber ol the Prot e st a nt Ghnrch. Bveiy ] 

* Him ii msexmOK^ to the linr at ritoed ia ISSV. Wat itiiUHMil d \ 
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botfn in the State and of the age of twenty-one yean» or who 
htm been naturaliaedt sfayall have the right to vote for a member 
of the Yolkaraad. (This has been altered by the Law 4 of 1890, 
by restrieting the right ol voting in regard to persons who 
are not bom in the State to those who, for ten years, have 
possosood the right of being elected to a seat in the Second 
CBiamber.) Each district shall be represented by two members in 
the Yolksraad, with the exception of Pretoria, Potohe&troom, 
Lydenborg, Bustenburg, and Yiyheid, which shall haye three 
members; the Bead elects its own Chairman for the session ; all 
meetings shall be with open doors, nnless the Bead decides upon 
having a secret sitting ; all appointments shall be annually laid 
before the Bead for approvaL Ohapter lY. treats ol the Presi- 
dent and the members of the Executive Council, and provides-^ 
That the Executive power be entrusted to the President, who is 
responsible to the Yolksraad. He is elected by the burghers for 
five years, must be thirty years of age, need not be a burgher of 
the State, but must be a member of a Protestant Church.* AU 
other officials are subordinate to the President, with the ex* 
oeption of Jududal officers, who are independent of him. During 
his term of office he may not imdertake any other service or 
engage in trade, and may not leave the country without consent 
of the Yolksraad. In case of incapacity, or the death of the 
President, the Yice<-President shall act untQ a new President 
can be elected. The President can be deposed, if he be guilty 
of nusconduct or other serious crime, after trial by a Courts 
consisting of the members of the High Court, the Chairman 
and one member of the Yolksraad. He is entrusted with the 
duty of proposing laws which he may think necessary, or which 
may be suggested to him by the peopla All proposed laws shall 
be published for three months in the Staatscourant before being 
submitted to the Yolksraad. The Presidrnt has, with the consent 
of the Executive Council, the right of declaring war or peaoa 

* The qoalificatioii of the State P^eiident was amended by Law 5 of IdSO, 
wUch prorided that a candidate for tlie olBoe liiould be a bmgfaer eligibli 
te election as a member of the Flmt Volkaiaad. 
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The President appoints aU officialB. At the oonunenoement of the 
session he shall safamit to the Yolksraad an estmiate of revenue 
and exp^nditore. Once a year he shall make a oiienit and visit 
all the towns in the Bepnblio. He has die right, sabject to the 
approval of the Yolksraad, of dismissing any official. The Presi- 
denty together with the Executive Gounoily has the right ol com- 
muting sentences and of reprieving criminals. The Executive 
Council shall consist of the President, the Commandant-Oenersl 
(elected by tiie people for ten years), two enfranchised burghers 
(elected by the Yolksraad for two years), a Secretary (elected by 
the Yolksraad for four years), and the Superintendent of Natives. 
The President is chairman and has a casting vote. The President 
and Executive Council shall have a seat in the Yolksraad but no 
Tota The Heads of Departments are: — ^The State Attorney, 
Treasurer-General, Auditor-Ghneral, Superintendent of Education, 
Orphan Master, Begistrar of Deeds, Surveyor-General, Minister 
of Mines, and Minister of Public Works, and these have a Tote in 
the Executive on matters which they are called upon by the 
Executive to discuss with them. 

Chapter Y. treats of the Military Power, the election by the 
people of Field-Comets, Commandants, and the Commandant- 
G^eraL 

Chapter YI. provides for the administration of Justice and 
establishes a High Court, a Cirenit Court, and Court of LanddrostB. 

Chapter YII. relates to the appointment of officials for ad- 
ministrative purposes ; and 

Chapter YIII. relates to matters of revenue. 

In 1890 the Constitution was amended by the creation of two 
Yolksraads in the place of the one then in existence. A law (No. 4 
of that year) was passed for the purpose, and provides : — That 
the legislative power shall be entrusted to a representation of the 
people, consisting of a First and Second Yolksraad. 

That the First Yolksraad shall be the supreme authority in 
the State, and shall be that body which has hitherto been called 
tile Yolksraad, and the members thereof shall be elected by 
burghers enfranchised before the passing of this law, or who^ 
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after tbe passing of tibis law, have possessed the right of franchise 
for tiie term of fourteen years. 

The qualification of a member of the First Y oiksraad is that 
he shall be thirty years of age, a member of a Protestant Ghnrch, 
shall have landed property in the State, shall have obtained the 
burgher right before llie passing of this law, or, after the passing 
of this law, shall have been an enfranchised burgher for fourteen 
years. 

The State President and the Members of the Executive Council 
shall have a seat in each House, but shall have no vote. 

The qualification of a member of the Second Chamber is that 
he shall be thirty years of age, a member of a Protestant Church, 
shall have landed property in the State, and shall have been an 
enfranchised burgher for two years. It is further provided by 
this law that : — 

The Second Yolksraad shall have the power to regulate the 
following matters either by way of law or by way of besluit, 
namely : — Matters relating to mining ; the making of waggon and 
poet roads; posts and telegraphs; the protection of inventions, 
patents, trade marks, and copyrights ; the conditions, rights, and 
dutiee of companies ; insolvency ; civil and criminal proceedings ; 
and such other matters as the First Yolksraad shall refer to the 
Second. 

All laws and resolutions passed by the Second Yolksraad shall, 
within thirty-eight hours, be communicated to the First Yolks- 
raad as well as to the President. 

The State President has the right, when he has received notice 
from the Second Yolksraad of the adoption of a law or besluit, 
within fourteen days to submit it to the First Yolksraad for 
consideration. 

The next provision of the law I shall quote m extenao, with the 
view of subsequently discussing the absolute uselessness of the 
Seooind Chamber as a piece of legislative machinery: — 'If the 
State President, within the above-named fourteen days, shall not 
have laid the communicated law, or besluit, before the First 
Yolksraad for consideration, and the First Yolksraad has con- 
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flideied it iinneoeflaaiy to take the law^ or beduit, of its own 
aooord into consideration, the State Prendent shall be obliged to 
publish such law, or besluit, in the first following SiaataotHmuUf 
unless he, with the advice and consent of the Executive OoonoO, 
shall deem it undesirable in the interest of the State to do so. 
No law, or besluit, adopted bjr the Second Ohamber shall hove 
any force unless it has been published by the Preddent in the 
Staatacourant/ 

The only further alteration of the Oonstitution to which I 
need at present refer is that made by Law No. 6 of 1890. Befoie 
the framing of this law. Letters of Naturalisation could be 
obtained after five years' residence, and upon payment of the 
sum of £25. By the law of 1890 a residence of only two years is 
required and the payment of a sum of £6. But, whereas Letters 
of Naturalisation under the old law made the recipient thereof a 
full-fledged burgher, letters under the new law allow him to 
become a burgher only after a lapse of fourteen years after receipt 
of such lettera 

By the above outline I have attempted to give you concisely 
and clearly a true exposition of the Oonstitution of this Bapublio 
as it exists at present The old Yoortrekkers, men whose litem- 
ture was the Bible, and who were more at home with the whip 
and rifle than with the pen, drafted their Qrondwet on lines of 
what they considered contained the doctrines of true Bepubliean- 
ism, and, tor their time, and for the circumstances then existing, 
their Qrondwet was, no doubt, a sound basis upon which to cany 
on the Gbvenment of the day. It would be idle to compare the 
work of the Oommittee appointed in 1868 to draft the Ghrondwet 
of the Boers with the Gonvention which met at Philadelphia in 
1787 to frame the Oonstitution for the United States of Noi«h 
America. Of this Oonvention Mr. Bryoe, in his work on the 
American Oommonwealth, writes : — 

' This famous Assembly, which oonAsted of fifty-five delegates, 
sat nearly five mcmths, and expended upon its work an 
amount of labour and thought commensurate with ibe 
magnitude of Hhe task and the splendoar of the lomll 
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Th# debates were aeeret^ and fortunately so, for oritioistii 
from withoat might liaye imperilled a work wliioh seemed 
repeatedly on the point of breaking down, so great were 
die diffieolties enoonntered from the different divergent 
sentfanents and interests of different parts of the oonntry, 
as weU as of the larger and smaller State& 
' It is hard to-day eren for Amerioans to realise how enormous 

those difficulties were. Well might Hamilton say — 
' " The establishment of a Constitution in time of prof otmd 
peace by the yoluntary consent of the whole people is a 
prodigy to the completion of which I lode forward with 
trembling anxiety.'' ' 
Our purpose, howeyer, is not to deal with the excellence or 
detects of the Constitution from the point of yiew of the Yoortrek- 
kers of 1868, but to consider the question whether it is suitable 
to tbe present wants of the inhabitants of the BepubUo. 

For the purpose of discussing the merits of the Constitution 
and its adaptability to the present changed and enlightened 
times I purpose to diyide it into 

Thrbb Branchbs, 

the Executiye, the Legislatiye, and the JudidaL I shall at 
certain points raise comparisons of our Constitution with that of 
the United States, which will be admitted to be the most perfect 
model of a Constitution for a Bepuhlican Ooyemment. 

At the head of the Executiye is the State Pjresident^ who, as 
we see from the ' Grondwet^' is elected by the people ; he is not 
responsible to the people, but to the Yolksraad. At first im- 
proasion it may appear that it does not matter whether the 
President's reflponsibility is to the people direct or to them 
through their representatiyes in the Yolksraad, but I shall 
presently attempt to show that the indirect responsibility of the 
President is one of the greatest eyils of the Constitution. The 
first President of the Bepublic under the Grondwet was Marthinus 
Weasels Pketorius. He was elected in 1868, and continued in 
offioe until 1860, when he was elected to the Presidentship of the 
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Orange Free State. In 1864 he resigned the Pteaidentahip of 
the Free State, and was re-eleeted Preaident of the TranavaaL 
He remained President until 1872, when the Bey. Thomaa 
Bnrgersy a miniater of the Free Protestant Church at Ghraaf- 
Beinety was elected, the law with regard to the qnalificatiaii of 
the President haying in 1871 been altered with the object of 
admitting Mr. Burgers. By this law it was proyided that it waa 
not a necessary qualification that the President should be a 
burgher of the State. Mr. Burgers remained Plesident until 
the annexation by England in 1877. After the retrooessicm in 
1882, the country, haying for a short time been goyemed by a 
triumyirate consisting of Kmger, Pretorius, and Joubert, his 
Honour Paul Kruger was elected President. In 1887 he waa 
re-elected. His term of office expires this year, and his Honour 
offers himself for a third time to the people for re-election. There 
is nothing in the Constitution to preyent this ; in fiict, there is a 
qpecial proyision that he shall be re-eligible. It is, howeyer, a 
serious question whether the Constitution is not capable of amend- 
ment in this respect, so as to limit the term for which any indi- 
yidual shall hold the office of President In America the same 
rule preyailed, now, howeyer, abrogated by custom, and upon this 
point Mr. Bryce writes : — 

'The constitution prescribes no limit for the re-eligibility of 
the President. He may go on being chosen from one four- 
year period after another for the term of his natural life. 
But tradition has supplied the place of law. Elected in 
1789, Washington submitted to be rejected in 1792. But 
when he had senred this second term he absolutely refused 
to senre a third, urging the risk to republican institutions 
of suffering the same man to continue constantly in office. 
Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, and Jackson obeyed the prece- 
dent, and did not seek, nor did their friends for them, 
re-election after two terms. After them no President was re- 
elected except Lincoln, down to (General Ghant Ghant was 
President from 1869 to 1873, and again from 1873 to 1877 ; 
then came Mr. Hayes ; and in 1880 an attempt was made 
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to break the unwritten role in Ghrant's fayonr. Each party 
nominates its candidate in a gigantic assembly called the 
National Conyention. In the Bepublican Party Con- 
yention of 1880, a powerful group of delegates put 
forward Grant for nomination as the party candidate, 
alleging his special services as a ground for giving him 
the honour of a third term. Had there not been among 
the Republicans themselyes a section personally hostile 
to Ghrant, or rather to those who surrounded him, the 
attempt might have succeeded, though it would probably 
have involved defeat at the polls. But this hostile section 
found the prepossession of the people against a third term 
so strong that, bjr appealing to the established tradition, 
they defeated the Ghrant men in the convention, and 
obtained the nomination of Mr. Ghurfield, who was vic- 
torious at the ensuing election. This precedent has been 
taken as practically decisive for the future, because General 
Grant, though his administration had been marked by 
grave faults, was an. exceptionally popular figure. A 
principle affirmed against him is not likely to be de- 
parted from in favour of any aspirant for many elections 
to come.' 
In earUer times, when there were few men in the country 
to whom the people could look up as leaders, and when, as actu- 
ally occurred, it might have been found necessary to go outade 
of the BepubUc for a suitable President, it might have been 
desirable to make no restriction in respect of re-eligibility ; but at 
the present time, when there are numbers of men in this country 
as competent, and more so than their predecessors ^o have gone 
before^ to assume the highest office in the State, it becomes matter 
for earnest consideration whether 'the risk to republican insti- 
tutions of suffering the same man to continue constantiy in office' 
does not demand an alteration in the constitution. 

Again, according to the Grondwet, the President has a seat 
in tiie Bead, but has no vote. 'The American President is not 
a member of the Legislature at alL He is an independent and 
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ieptfate power on whom the people for the take of oheoking the 
LegidataTOy and of proteotmg themeelTee against it^ haTe specially 
conferred the function of arresting hy his dis^yproval its acts.' 
The seat which the Transvaal President has in the Yolkaraad, and 
his interference with every little detail in the work of the sessioEL, 
is without doabt one of the worst features of the constitation, and 
cannot be otherwise than attended by the moat bansAd conae- 
qnenoes. As a leader of the people, it is bat natural that the less 
intdligent members of the Bead should look upon the President 
as a man of superior wisdom, and subordinate their views to his, 
e^ieoially when his opinions upon every question diaoussed are 
oonstantly pressed with the utmost persistency, to the extent that^ 
in every session of the Read, we hear of sudi undignified scenes 
as the President retiring firom the House in anger and threatening 
to resign because the Baad refused to do his will. Nor does it 
rest here. If the President cannot get his way in the House, or 
lears that any scheme of his may not be aocqited by the Baad, 
oaueuses are held at his private dwelling, and there, with copious 
libations of early coflfee, the members are primed to do the Presi- 
dent's will when the Baad meets again. What is the result of 
all thiiP We are under the fond delusion that we are governed 
according to true republican principles, while we are in reality 
being ruled by an autocrat. I think, therefore, that you will 
agree with me that in this respect also the constitution deserves 
amendment, namely, the President should be deprived of his 
seat in the Ydksraad. I may remark that in the neighbouring 
BepuUic the constitution also provides a seat for the President in 
the Yolksraad, yet President Beits, and President Brand before 
him, have, I bdieve, always observed the good taste to stay at 
hems untfl they had been sent for. 

Aoomding to the Orondwet, all litgislatiTwi must be w^^tw^ 
by the State-Presidenl 

'The American President cannot introduce Bills either 

direetly or through his Ministers, for they do not sit in 

Oongiess. All that the Constitution peraiits him to do in 

this dirsetion is to infons Oongress of the state of the 
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nfttian, and to reoomineiid the mearares wUch Yob ex* 
perienoe in adTnimiiiration Bbxms to be neoefisary. The 
latter fimotion is diaohiirged by the messages which the 
Presidfflii addresses to Oongress. The most important is 
that sent by the hands of his Private Secretaiy at the 
beginning of eaoh Session. George Washington used to 
deliver his addresses orally. Jefferson, when his torn 
oame in 1801, began the practice of sending commnnica- 
tions in writing; and this has been followed ever since. 
The message nsually discusses the leading questions of 
the moment, indicates mischiefs needing a remedy, and 
suggests the requisite legislation. But as no Bills are 
submitted by the President, and as, even were he to 
submit them, no one of his Ministers sits in either House 
to explain and defend them, the message is a shot in the 
air, without practical result. It is rather a manifesto, a 
declaration of opinion and policy, than a step towards 
legislation. Congress is not moved. Members go their 
own ways, and bring in their own BiUs. President 
Cleveland, for instance, has recently (1887) in two succes- 
sive messages called attention to the necessity for dealing 
with the silver question, but Oongress has not even 
attempted to handle the matter/ 
I will not go to the length of saying that in this country no 
legislation should be initiated by the Executive; it would, I 
ihink, be an unwise alteration in the Constitution to deprive the 
Sxeoutive of the right of introducing Bills; yet no one will 
doubt for a moment but that it ought to be the inherent privilege 
cxf every Member of the Baad to introduce a law for the good of 
hiB fe]low-subject&* In the Cape Colony, for instance, many 
wise laws have been initiated by Members of Parliament. The 
Chmstitution may, therefore, safely be amended by not restricting 
the rig^t to propose laws to the President, and hj allowing each 
Member of the Yolksraad to introduce any private Bills which he 

* It reducet the Raad to the subordinate position of a cansolting body, and 
pgcvcp t i say l^gislstioD aimed at restricting the powers of the Bzecntive. 
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pleases. The Grondwet provides that the State PtesLdent shall 
be responsible to the Yolksraad. I haye already meatioiied that^ 
to my mind, this is one of the greatest del eots in the Oonstitatum 
of the Transvaal, this responsibility of the President, not directly 
to the people, but to the Yolksraad as the representative of the 
peopla The evil of it Ues in this : the President is virtoally the 
controlling spirit of the Yolksraad ; he is responsible to a body in 
which he himseU has a seat, and where he ezerciBes an almost 
supreme influenoa He is not, like the American Plesidmt^ a 
check upon the Legislatare, for he is part and parcel of tibe 
Legislature itself. The Heads of the Departments are his 
nominees, with approval of the Yolksraad. If anything goes 
wrong in any department, the President, as the Chief of the 
Executive, ought to take the responsibility of it. But to whom 
has he to account ? To the Yolksraad with whose approval the 
nomination was made, and before whom the head of sueh 
department has to be impeached in cases of any misconduct or 
irregalarity. 

To give you an illustration, and taking, say, the State 
Attorney's Department as an example: Some short time ago a 
man called Innskey, an official employed in Johannesburg, robbed 
the Government of some thousands of pounds, which he carefully 
deposited in the Standard Bank. The embezxiement was dis- 
covered. Now, if this had hi^pened in any country where the 
administration of justice was properly conducted, the culprit 
would have been arrested, and within, say, at the most six weeks, 
he would have been brought to trial, convicted, and sentenced, 
and the money would have been re-transferred to the oofflera of 
the State. What actually happened, however, is this: Linskey 
was, through the negligence of the State Attorney's Department^ 
kept in gaol beyond the time prescribed by law for bringing 
a criminal to triki, the result of which was that the High Oonrt 
discharged him. Meanwhile the State Attorney had allowed 
Linskey to appropriate the sum of J6600 out of the money which 
he had stolen, for the purpose of defending himself lanskay is 
now at large threatening the Gbvemment with an action for 

306 



APPENDICES TO THE STATEMENT. 

dunageB for having kept him in gaol so long. Now, no greater 
mal-administration of justice oeuld oocur. Yet, if the President, 
who, I say, ought to be responsible to the people for the good 
oonduct of the State Attorney's Department, were to be taken 
to task for this at the hustings, his answer would be : ' I am not 
responsible to you. I am responsible to the Yolksraad, before 
whom the State Attorney has been impeached, and by whom 
he has been acquitted. I have accounted to the Yolksraad, 
and they are satisfied.' This is surely not a fit state of 
thingsP* 

Another great defect in the Constitution of the Transvaal lies 
in the fact that the Executive Council, the advisers of the 
Plesident, are not his nominees, but those of the people and the 
Yolksraad, viz., the Commandant-General is elected by the 
people, the remaining members by the Yolksraad. In America, 
the ministers of the President are his own nominees, and he is 
responsible for their acts. The President there has the amplest 
range of choice for his ministers. He usually forms an entirely 
new Cabinet when he enters office, even if he belongs to the same 
party as his predecessor. He may take— he sometimes does take 
— ^men who not only never have sat. in Congress, but have not 
figured in politics at all, who may never have sat in a State 
Legislature nor held the humblest office. GFenerally, of course, 
the persons chosen have already made for themselves a position of 
at least local importance. Often, they are those to whom the 
President owes his election, or to whose influence with the party 
he looks for support in his policy. Sometimes they have heen his 
most prominent competitors for the party nominations. The 
respective positions of the President and his ministers are the 
reverse of those which exist in the constitutional monarchies of 
Europe. There the sovereign ib irresponsible, and the minister 
responsible for the acts which he does in the sovereign's name. 
In America the President is responsible, because the mimster is 
nothing more than his servant, bound to obey him, and inde- 

• Isn't this Ubd? L. has been scqinitted, and the QvU case pending wiU 
bring out bis gnilt or innocence. Allude to Bibblnks' case, wbich Is worse. 
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pendent of Congress. The minister^B acts are» therefore, legally 
the aetB of the President. The Presidmit is personally responsiUe 
lor his acts, not indeed to Congress, bat to the peo|de by whom he 
is chosen. No means exist of enforcing this responsibility, ezoept 
by impeachment ; bat as his power lasts for f oar years only, and 
is mach restricted, this is no serioos evil. He cannot ayoid 
responsibility by alleging the advice of his ministers, for he is not 
boond to follow it, and they are boand to obey him or retire. 
ihe ministers do not sit in Congress. They are not aoooontaUe 
to it» bat to the President, their master. In this state of tiiingB 
one cannot properly talk of the Cabinet apart from the President. 
An American administration resembles not so mach the cabinete 
of England and France as the groap of ministers who sorroand 
the Tsar or the Saltan, or who exeoated the bidding of a Roman 
Emprat>r like Constantino or Jastinian. Sach ministers are 
severally responsible to their master, and are severally called in to 
coansel him, bat they have not necessarily any relations with one 
another, nor any daiy of collective action. So while the Ptesident 
commits each department to the minister whom the law provides, 
and may, if he chooses, leave it altogether to that minister, the 
ezecative acts done are his own acts, by which the coantry will 
jadge him, and still more is his policy as a whole his own policy^ 
and not the policy of his ministers taken together. 

In the Transvaal the members of the Executive are, as I have 
said, not nominated by the President, and he is not responsible for 
their acts. The resalt of this condition of things is that Party 
Government ander the Constitation is an impossibility. The 
President is associated with men who, perhaps, do not belong to 
the same party as he does, or who may not belong to any party at 
alL They may be men with whom be is not in touch as far as 
political. matters are concerned, who have been in office before he 
was elected, who have coimselled the outgoing President during 
his term of office and helped him to shape a policy, and have now 
again to advise the new President, who may have a policy totally 
opposed to that of his predecessor. I think I have sufficientiy 
shown that, as &r as the Executive branch of the Consti- 
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tulion is concerned, it is capable of very large and important 
reforms.* 

Oomingy now, to the Legislatiye Branch of the Constiti^tion — 
the Legislature of the Transvaal is composed of two Houses, the 
IPint Yolksraad and the Second Yolksraad. Up to the year 1890 
the Legialatare of the country was entrusted to only one Ghamber 
called the Yolksraad, which was established by the Ghrondwet in 
1858. Since the discovery of the goldfields, and the influx of this 
large foreign population, there has been a clamouring on the part 
of the Uitlanders for political privileges of some sort. Memorials 
and petitions were constantly being sent to the Legislature and 
the Government, praying that representation should go with 
taxation. The birth of the Second Yolksraad was the result of 
this agitation. It is composed of twenty-four members (the 
same number as sit in the First Yolksraad). These have exactly 
the same qualification, with this exception: that naturalised 
foreigners, who have held letters of naturalisation for two years, 
are entitled to be elected to a seat in the Second Yolksraad. They 
are elected in manner similar to the election of members of the 
other Raad, naturalised foreigners having also a vota After the 
first two years of its existence one half of the members shall retire 
by lot, and a fresh election shall take jdace of twelve members in 
their stead. As the members are elected for four years, there will 
be a regular rotation of monbers every two years. 

At the recent interview between the dentation of the Union 
and the President in Pretoria, he assured them that his great aim 
as the head of the State has been, during his term of office, to 
bring about a union between the two classes in the country, the 
burghers and the new-comers. It was with this view that the 
Second Yolksraad was called into existence, and it was through 
4he Second Yolksraad that he meant to lead the Uitlander up to 
the burgher, until they Aould stand on the same level in politics 
fmd all enjoy equal privileges. This process has hitherto been 
somewhat slow, especially in regard to the Uitlanders of the 
Witwatersrand Goldfields. The Second Yolksraad has now been 

* State a specific case si^jposing how he is to rule. 
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in exiBtenoe for two yean. Oar representatiTe during this time 
has been one of the old barghers, for the reason that^ at the 
election for the Second Yolksraad, the old burghers were in the 
majority amongst the electors of this district, and, naturally, 
elected one of their own men. In other words we have, since the 
establishment of the Second Yolksraad, been totally nnrepresented 
in that Chamber. This is what the President calls 'leading ns 
up to the old burghers.' (Laughter.) It might be said that in 
course of time our position will be improved ; at the next election 
there will be so many naturalised Uitianders who will have the 
right to vote, and who have sufficient strength to return an 
Uitlander member. That will be so, but even then the vast 
industry and the 50,000 inhabitants of these goldfields will have 
only one representative as against twenty-five of the old burghers 
in the Second Chamber. And at what cost do we obtain this f 
Assuming that our total strength is 25,000 registered inhabitants^ 
who, to enable them to enjoy the benefits conferred upon us 
by the Second Yolksraad law, have decided upon getting the 
franchise for that purpose by taking out letters of naturalisation : 
this is done at a cost of £5 per man, so that for the boon of 
returning one member to the Second Yolksraad we have to pay 
the tidy sum of £125,000, that is assuming that the Gbvemment 
intends to forego the fine of 30«. per head for not registering 
within the first fortnight of arrival, which will amount to £37,600 
or more. And then, when this glorious privilege has been 
secured, we find our man is representing us in a Chamber which, 
as a piece of legislative machinery, is a perfect farce. 

I have already explained what are the functions of the Seoond 
Yolksraad, and what matters come under their oontroL They 
have no taxing power, but may pass Besluits or Laws with regard 
to almost any subject of legislation, but these resolutions or acts 
of the Chamber are nothing more than suggestions to the First 
Chamber. The President has the right of either placing these 
suggestions before the First Chamber or of shelving them, accord- 
ing to his own sweet wilL 

Then, again, the constituents of this Second Yolksraad are 
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entirely the same as that of the First The memhers are of the 
same qualification as far as age or property-holding is concerned ; 
fhey are elected in the same way» witii this exception, that 
naturalised aliens may Tote .for them. As these naturalised 
aliens are all located on the Gkddfields, which return only two 
men to the Second Yolksraad, the Second Ohamber is thuff 
practically formed of men returned by the burghers. 'Every 
nation which has formed a legislature with two houses has experi- 
enced the di£Sculty of devising methods of choice sufficientiy 
different to give a distinct character to each house. Italy has a 
Senate composed of persons nominated by the Crown. The 
Bussian House of Lords is partiy nominated, partiy hereditary, 
and partiy elective. The Spanish Senators are partly hereditary, 
partiy o£Scial, and jNirtiy elective. In the Germanic Empire the 
Federal Council consists of delegates of the several kingdoms and 
principalities. France appoints its Senators by indirect election. 
In England the members of the House of Lords sit by hereditary 
right.' In the Cape Colony, in which a system of Govenmient 
prevails as free as that of any Republic in the world, the Legis- 
lative Council is composed of members who have a different 
property qualification from that of the members of the Assembly, 
who are elected for Circles and not for the District, and in whose 
election also a different mode of voting is observed. Here, 
however, each district sends as many members, having exactiy the 
aame qualification and elected in the same manner, to the Second 
as to the First Yolksraad. What can possibly be the utility of 
each an arrangement P The one Chamber is not a check upon 
the other. The Second Yolksraad is absolutely shorn of its 
legislative functions by the proviso that the Besluits and Laws 
shall not have the force of law until published in the StaaUcourant 
by the President^ and he may withhold the publication if he deem 
it oontrary to the interests of the State. No necessity ever 
existed in the State for the creation of the Second Chamber. It 
was invented by the wily bucolic to serve as a sop to the Uitiander, 
who came with memorials and petitions clamouring for political 
rights, and that the Uitiander is not so gullible as to be satisfied 
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with this hollow subterfuge has been -amply proyed by 
which have happened aiiiee the establishment of the Uniofo. 

The First Chamber is^ aoooxding to the Grondwet^ the mipremB 
authority in the land. Li a diBOUSsian in the Yolksraad^ daiing 
the session of 1887 on the powers of the Baad, the Piesident 
declared that the Yolksraad had such omnipotenoe that it wooU 
decapitate any individual in the State without as much as giving 
a reason for it From a legal point of view the President was 
right, for the Courts of Law of this State have no oontiol what- 
ever over the Yolksraad The Yolksraad is the highest authority 
in the land; it can change the Constitution at its will, it can 
deprive any individual of his rights by a simple resolution^ and 
from such resolution there is no appeaL In the United States 
the Constitution ^ is not only a fundamental law, but an unchange- 
able law — unchangeable, that is to say, by the national legidatoxe^ 
and changeable even by the people only through a slow and 
difficult process/ A Constitution which is so rigid as to be 
incapable of amendment could not be framed on a sound baBi% 
for the exigencies of the times, which change will require amend* 
ment, however small, to suit the altered circumstances and 
conditions of the State. Any necessary amendments in tlie 
Constitution ought^ however, to be made by the people who 
framed it. To delegate the authority to amend the Constitationf 
without reference to the will of the peojde is most dangerous^ and 
is contrary to the very first princiides of true BepubKcanism. 
The Grondwet provides that three months' notice shall be givoft 
to the people of all laws which the President, with the advice ef 
the Executive, shall think fit to propose, with the exception ei 
those measures which are so urgent as to l»ook no delay. This is 
a wise provision in the Constitution, but honoured more in the 
breach than in the observanoa Our statute law teems with Ydka- 
caad Besluits on all subjects affecting the State, the Government, 
and the rights of private individuals, passed without a momentTs 
notice to the people. This procedure is in direct conflict with 
the provirions of the Oonstituticm, and is one of the grossest 
evils which have crept into the legisktion of the country. 
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I now come to the third diTiaieii of the sabject, namely: Hie 
Judicial branch of the Oonstitation. The Qrondwet provides 
that there shall be a Sigh Ooart, a Circuit Court, and Courts of 
Landdrosts. The constitution of these Courts, and the procedure 
hy -wbidk they are conducted, are determined by sereral statutes, 
the particulars of which it is not necessary for me to detail here. 
I diall confine myself to the question of tiie relation of the High 
Oouit of the Bq>ublio to the Yolksraad. 'No feature of the 
GKyvemment of the United States' {says Bryce) 'has awakened 
so much curiosity in tile European mind, caused so much discus- 
sion, receiyed so much admiration, and been more frequently 
misunderstood, than the duties assigned to the Supreme Court, 
and the functions which it disdbarges in guarding the ark of the 
Oonstttution. The name ** Constitution " designates a particular 
instrument adopted in 1788, which is the foundation of the 
National Gk>yemment. This Constitution was ratified and made 
binding, not by Congress, but by the people. It created a Legist 
lature of two Houses, but that legislature which we call Congress 
has no power to alter it in the smallest particular. That which 
the people have enacted, the people only can alter or repeal' 

If, therefore, any laws are passed or any acts committed by 
Congress repugnant to the provisions of the Constitution, an 
appeal to the Supreme Court will nullify these. In the Transvaal 
the relation between the High Court and Yolksraad is reversed. 
The Court is subservient to the Baad. The Yolksraad ib the 
highest authority in the land. No appeal lies from its Besluita. 
The Yolksraad has even gone the length of ousting the High 
Court of its jurisdiction where the rights of private individuals 
have been concerned. An instance of this occurred in 1887» 
when an action was brought in the High Court by Theodore 
Boms against the Government for transfer of some twenty-three 
&rms on the western border of the Transvaal Doms had been 
the secretary and adviser of the Badlapin Chief Gasebone, and 
this Chief was bound by solemn contract with Doms to deliver 
these farms to him. The Transvaal Gh)vemment had annexed 
Gasebone's territory. Subsequent to the annexation the Transvaal 
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GoYemmeat had repeatedly reoognised Doms's right, bat» owing 
to aome difficulties which I need not detail here, transf er was not 
giyen. Doins surrendered his eetate, and his trostees instituted an 
action against die Gbyermnent lor transfer of these farms. The 
Goyemment laid the summons upon its receipt before the YoUdb- 
raad. The following day the answer of the Goyemment to the 
summons was filed, tiiey refused to fight the action in the ordinary 
way, and pleaded a Yolksraad Besluit which had been taken. 
This Besluit, which will be a standing blot upon the statute law 
of the Transyaal, is to the following effect: — 

' That the Volksraad has considered the daim of Boms, denies 
it, and declares, as a final decision, that he is not entitled 
to the farms for which the action is instituted.' 

A more disgraceful abuse of the authority of the 8iq>reme 
Power in the State cannot be conceiyed. It was considered in 
some quarters that the High Oourt exhibited weakness in not 
resenting the action of the Yolksraad by proceeding with the 
case and recording its judgment. Yet it is quite dear that the 
Yolksraad acted within the powers granted to it by the Consti- 
tution. Under this condition of things the High Oourt is no 
safeguard, the Constitution can be wrecked by a simple 'Besluit' 
of the Yolksraad, priyate indiyiduals can be mercilessly depriyed 
of their all, for the Yolksraad is omnipotent and no appeal lies 
from its acts except 

Ak Afpbal to thx Swobd. 

There can be no doubt but that the Constitution of the Transyaal 

IS TOTALLY TJVSUITED TO THB REQUIUEMSNTS OF THB FBBSBliT 

▲DyAKOBD TiMBS. How and in what respects it ought to be 
remodelled would be premature for us, haying no shadow of 
political rights, to discuss. 



814 



APPENDIX 9. 



PETITION TO SIR HENRY LOCH. 



J0HANNE8BURO9 JwM^ 1894. 

TO mS EXCELLENCY SIB HENRY BEOUGHAM LOCH, 

E.C.M.a., &c., HEB MAJESTY'S HIGH COMMISSIONER 

FOR SOUTH AFRICA. 

We, the imdersigiied loyal sabjects of Her Majesty the Queen, 
beg respectfully to tender you, on behalf of Her Majesty's 
sabjects in the Transvaal, a hearty welcome upon this, the 
occasion of your Excellency's second visit to Pretoria. 
Your Excellency's arrival at this juncture affords us the 
opportunity of stating with what confidence we regard your 
tenure of the high office of Her Majesty's chief representative 
in South Africa, and of stating that we respectfully look to your 
Excellency to uphold the interests of all British subjects in the 
Transvaal in a manner consistent with the greatness of the tradi- 
tions of our country; and so to maintain and strengthen the 
attachment of our fellow-countrymen to their Queen. 

Your Excellency wiU hardly need to be reminded how great 
are the interests of Her Majesty's subjects in this country ; but 
we would wish to emphasise for your Excellency's consideration 
the peculiar difficulties which have lately manifested themselves 
as bdng incidental to our position hera 

Denied the franchise, and having recently been subjected to 
the indignity of seeing a petition presented by 18,000 residents — 
mainly subjects of the Queen — ^praying for some relaxation of the 
unjust frandiise laws, greeted with laughter and scorn by the 
legislature; having further been informed by the authorities 
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that not only we, bat our chfldren, bom in the country, can nerer 
hope to participate in the more preoions priTileges of citixenahip ; 
our wrongs have lately been accentuated by the circumstaaoe that 
the Courts and the Goyemjnent ol this State ba^e deobHrad our 
liability to be called out^ at any time, wiilioat pay or compensatioii, 
for compulsoiy military service, for the carrying out of the laws, 
in the making of which we can neyer have any voice^ and in the 
enforcement of which we have no interest 

We beg to assure your Excellency that this portion of affairs 
is to us so intolerable that the situation is fraught with the possi- 
bility of serious results ; and we respectfully beg your EzoeUency 
to bestow the grayest and muost serious consideration upon it. 

We pass by the numerous other grievances and disabilities 
under which we labour in this State, being well aware that your 
Excdlency is fully conversant with theuL 

In the trust that our reliance upon Her Majesty's Government^ 
whom it is your high privilege to represent in South Africa, may 
always be justified, and that we shaU not have approached ^onr 
Excellency in vain with this bare suggestion of the gravity of the 
Situation. 

We beg to subscribe ourselves, Ac. 
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ADDRESS 

Given by Mr. Advocate Wessels, of Pretoria, 
before the Uitlanders' Association, 

On October 13TH, 1894. 



I HA VB been requested to address a few words to you on the 
political statos of the Uitlander in this Bepublic. The question, 
as hct as the Uitlander is concemed, is one of the greatest im- 
portance; and I would yentore to say that it is not entirely 
unimportant to the most ardent patriot who feeds his herds on the 
Waterberg Hills, or who contemplates nature in the enlightened 
enyjrons of Piet Relief. I do not appear before you as a poli- 
tician, not even as an amateur politician, in the newspaper sense 
of the word 'politician/ A professional politician I am not, for 
neither do I reyolve round the two Yolksraads, nor do I take my 
matutiiial cup of coffee on the President's stoep. I do not edit 
a newspaper, nor do I desire a penny of the yearly revenue. I 
am an ordinary every-day sort of a creaturci deeply interested 
in South Africa^ who happens to be fond of political and con- 
stitutional history, and some of the problems which that branch 
ot study presents. One of these problems is absolutely unknown 
to a vast portion of the inhabitants of this world of ours, un- 
interesting to a great number of Europeans and Americans, 
though exceedingly interesting to the people who are building 
up the fortunes of this Bepublic. It is this problem which I wish 
to discuss with you this evening. I shall consider it under various 
heads: (1) What is meant by a Uitlander P (2) What is his 
position in the State? (3) Is it for the bene£t of the State that 
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lie ahoold be ezdaded from all political riglitsP That we ahoiild 
clearly understand 

What is Meant bt Uitlandbr 

seems to me of the utmost importanoe, for sometimes I find the 
word nsed in one sense, at another time it has an entirely differant 
meaning. It is used by some as designating all persons who are 
not burghers ; by others it is used as an equivalent for verdamde 

(d d) Englishmen. The use of it is manifestly imf air to the 

gentlemen of other nationalities who bask in the sunshine of 
OoTemment favour. (1) In one sense the word Uitilander means 
any person bom outside the frontier of this Republic. In this 
sense tbe sons of Transvaal parents, bom elsewhere, migbt be 
Uitlanders. (2) It also means, in a more restricted sense, a 
person bom outside the frontier of this State, of parents not 
subjects of this State. In this sense most of the Yoortrekkers 
are Uitlanders. President Eruger, in this meaning of the word, 
is a Uitlander. (8) It may also mean a person to wbom the 
ruling element in this State has not deemed it fit and proper to 
give the rights of citizenship. This is the usual meaning given 
to the word Uitlander in the newspapers and in the streets. In 
this sense the majority of the townspeople of the Transvaal are 
Uitlanders. This would be a rough-and-ready definition; but if 
we wish to consider the position occupied by the Uitlander, and 
his destinies, then we must have a more accurate conception of 
what he actually is. The Uitlander, in common with all the 
inhabitants of the State, possesses certain rights. He may not 
be killed by a fellow-inhabitant unless certain sufficient reasons 
exist. His skin may not be broken with impunity, although there 
may be an inclination to * 'eave half a brick at Um.' The law 
places a certain restraint upon persons giving this indination an 
actual and visible form. He may not be physically kicked or 
trampled upon, however praiseworthy a moral Ucking and tramp- 
ling upon may be deemed by the select few who do not happen 
to fall under the category of Uitlander. His property cannot 
be stolen or taken away from him by the burgher who casually 
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stroIlB over the country, howeyer neoeuaiy and even meritorious 
it may be considered by the ruling element to deprive him in- 
directly of his worldly encombrancee. The difference between 
the treatment he may reoeiye by the indiyidnal burgher and by 
the coUeotiye body of burghers is very considerable. The indi- 
vidual members of the Yolk are strictly forbidden to tread upon 
the Uitlander, however severely 

Thb Thiktben Intblliobngbs 

of the y olksraad may dance upon his person, his voioe^ and his 
property. These rights he shares with all but the coloured 
inhabitants of this free Bepublia There are, however, a great 
many very important points which the Uitlander may not pos- 
sess in common with the select few who by unforeseen accidents 
may have come here somewhat earlier than he did. An almost 
imperceptible fragment of infinity has separated the sheep from 
the goats. The Uitlander may not vote for a member of the 
Volksraad, although he possesses the unfettered freedom to pay 
such taxes as the Yolksraad may impose upon him. He may 
not sit on a jury, for then he might corrupt the sacred fountains 
of justice. An intelligent Uitlander, with thousands at stake, 
is considered much less likely to come to a sane conclusion from 
a complicated series of &cts than a God-gifted burgher who 
absolutely does not understand the language of the presiding 
judge. He may not be an official, not even a district surgeon ; 
then he would unquestionably use his official position to betray 
the country to the English. I am not quite certain whether he 
may be a white policeman,* though I doubt if any restrictions 
exist against his being a black ona Now these qualities are 
distinctly negative; these are, as it were, his minus qualities. 
I must here digress, and say that I do not wish to rail at the 
ignorance of the burgher, for I know as well as he does that 
it is not his fault, and that he has not had the advantages that we 
have had. But it is a &ct — an important one— which we must 

* It will be remembered that Mr. Kroger recently prohibited any Ultknden 
from being enrolled as poUcemen.-^BD* 
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take notioe of when we consider the rehtions between borgber 
and Uitlander, and the letter's position in the State. If a doetor 
wishes to treat a disease, he has to inquire into all manner of 
details, some of which are by no means pleasant to the patient 
to diBOOver. So here, the want of knowledge on the part of the 
burgher permeates the whole administration, and is therefore an 
important &ctor and a most unpleasant symptom in our diseased 
Bc^ublic. This ignorance and want of education is a lamentable 
fact; but when one thinks of the eystematic endeavours of a 
certain class in our midst to keep these unfortunate men and their 
descendants ignorant, in order to further their own small schemes, 
it is verily enough to exasperate a saint. Whilst the Dopper and 
his henchman, the Hollander, are squabbling with the advanced 
Afrikander and the Uitlander about politics, the unfortunate youth 
of the country are kept in ignorance, and are daily growing 

MoRB Inoqmpbtbnt to Bulk 

Education, knowledge, honesty, are minor considerations; the 
tame question always is : ' Do you rant with the ignorant Boer, or 
do you take a more liberal view of things P' Woe betide you if 
you are found guilty of the latter iniquity. Now I have said that 
a Uitlander is devoid of the rights of citizenship. In order, 
therefbre, to appreciate his position, we must have an accurate 
conception of what citizenship really means. The word citizen is 
also one of those unfortunate words used in a different sense at 
different street comers. I am a citizen of Pretoria, but I can 
certainly not be described as having the rights of Transvaal 
citizenship. Why not, you will ask, drop all this, and say a 
Uitlander is a person who is not a burgher P This is also street- 
comer investigation. For if you will turn up that healthy-looking, 
plump volume called the Local Laws, you will soon find, to your 
utter astonishment, that where it serves the purpose of the ruling 
element you Uitiianders are called burghers. Mr. Leonard pointed 
this out to the Oourt when discussing the commandeering ques- 
tion, but the Court seemed to think that the Yolksraad had 
tumbled into this confusion out of pure courteous good-nature, 
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lad that it was rery wrong of the UitlaaderB to tiy and take 
advantage of this bucolic simplicitjr. So yon see, I most really 
troaUe you to understand what is meant by citizenship. Etymo- 
logically^ a cituen is the inhabitant of a city. He is, therefore, 
from an etymological point of viewi very nearly akin to a burgher, 
who is the inhabitant of a burg or a fortified town« It is curious, 
however, to note the marvellous somersault the burgher has made 
in this country. He is never a true burgher, inasmuch as we 
have no fortified towns, unless Pretoria, with its formidable camp 
and guard of valiant heroes, selected from the Law Chambers and 
the Carlton Bar, can be said to be a fortified town. Sometimes, 
however, by a stray chance, a burgher happens to be a townsman, 
bat by tar the majority of burghers have nothing to do with a 
town, or even a dorp. He ponders over the destinies of his 
eoontry whilst bumping along in an ox-waggon, or whilst watching 
his litde herd from a shadeless stoep. So, in the Transvaal, the 
burgher or townsman is, in truth, the inhabitant of any part of 
the country but the town. So much for the etymological citizen 
or burgher. As culture, industry, and freedom had their real 
birth in the towns, so the word citizen or burgher gradually 
obtained a wider meaning, and eventually came to mean the 
members of the State, endowed with complete political rights. 
The citizens or burghers in a political sense form, therefore, that 
p(«tion of the inhabitants of a country possessing fuU political 
rigbts. If this definiticm be true*— and I may say that it rests 
upon the authority of no less a constitutional lawyer than 
Bluntschli — then we see that in this country we have various 
grades, from the Ood-gifted burgher to the helot Uitlander. We 
have first of all the noble burgher, clothed in the purple-bordered 
toga of political rights. Such a man may become a President ; 
be may vote at elections for all manner of representatives, though 
be may be a lywoner (squatter) and only sixteen years old, and 
with a vocabulary of about 100 words, and ignorant of the use of 
book or pen. Then comes the unfortunate foreigner who has 
become naturalised. He is neither fish, flesh, fowl, nor good red 
herring. He has lost his former nationality, and acquired — 
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what? — ^the right to vote lor the Second Ghamber, and to mdht 
Bach humiliation as the first-daas oitircn may wish to impose 
npon him. He has some of the rights and privileges of a burgher 
of the Republic, but is absolutely devoid of the only rights and 
privileges worth having. He has 

Absolxttbly Nothino to Say 

in the foreign policy of the State, and he may only say so mudi 
about the internal policy as may be pleasing and acceptable to the 
owners of oxen and cows. What a noble place for a true 
freedom-loving Republican to occupy I How proud an Afrikander 
must be to qualify for such a high position! How proud of him 
must be the ghosts of those who defended Leyden against the 
Spaniards, or of those who died on the field of Waterloo ! Next 
in order comes the Uitlander pure and simple— the representative 
of the wealth, the industiy, the intelligence, and the culture of 
the Republic ; and, last in the politico-social grade, the indigenoos 
inhabitant. This countiy, therefore, which pretends to be a 
Republic, is nothing of the kind, for its very burghers are divided 
into classes, and these classes are dependent upon the knowledge and 
industiy of aliens. I said that the Uitlander is a perscm to whom 
the ruling element in the State has not given the rights of 
citizenship ; what, then, is the ruling element P Glearly the first 
class of burghers, the bucolic inhabitant, who happens to have 
arrived her^ a Uttie earlier than the naturalised burgher or the 
Uitlander. The form of govenmient is oligarchical, and the real 
rulers of the country are those who have full political rights^ 
aided by foreigners, who for some temporary good have placed 
themselves in the absolute power of these men. I think we have 
now arrived at a correct conception of the political Uitlander. 
Let us consider, now, the Uitlander from another point of view. 
The old and well-established States have, with very few e3Coep> 
tions, been based upon nationality. Where a state is formed 
upon the basis of national kinship it is, as a rule, more stable than 
a state composed of diverse elements. United Greece could cope 
against the might of Persia. The Italian raoe^ however much 
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they quarrelled among themsehreay drove Hannibal from the 
Italian shores, and in oar own days the Gtorman-speaking States 
joined hands against the French, and by yirtoe of a strong 
national sentiment^ knit together the varioos little States into this 
now great German Empire. There are also conglomerate States, 
but in these there is generally some paramount race whioh binds 
together, by moral or physical force, the discordant elements. 
If the paramount State be powerful, good and well, but if it 
ceases to be the dominating element, the result is iuTariably 
disintegration. The Britidi Empire is such a conglomerate State. 
So are Austria, Russia, and CShina. In each of these States, how* 
ever, there is at present a paramount race. The Roman Empire 
and the Spanish Empire are examples of disintegration directly 
the paramount race lost its dominant power. In these old 
States, whether founded upon nationality or not, the inhabitants 
may be divided into natives and aliens. In the conglomerate 
State, the natives have to be considerably subdivided, and the 
divisicm becomes purely a political one. In new States, such as 
this Republic, the division in, from a race point of view, quite 
unimportant. The full burgher is of the same race, has the same 
sentiments, the same language, the same religion, the same 
manners and customs as lus brother or cousin in the Gape Colony, 
Natal, or the Free State. You may find three brothers — the one 
a British subject, the other a Free State subject, and the third an 
ardent Transvaal patriot. In this case there is no race feeling 
which has caused the divergence in political rights. It is a pure 

Mattbb op Tbbbitoby and AOCIDBIIT, 

and their opinions, as a rule, will be shaped by territorial 
influences, or personal advantages. The only persons who can be 
described as natives are the children bom in the Transvaal, all the 
rest are aliens or Uitlanders. In this sense President Eruger's 
ohildreQ are true Tronsvaalers, though he himself is a Uitlander. 
It will therefore appear at a glance that a new State such as the 
Transvaal is more akin to a colony than to the old-established 
States, and the experience of successful colonisation should be 
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oarefolly cnltlTsted in this ooanlay. The old inhabitaiitB of tlie 
Tnai0vaal| for whom I ha^e a Tory great reapeot^ aaw this. 
Henoe, in the old days, eveiy ESnropdan new-oomer was welooHied, 
and with Tory little oeremony incorporated into the infant State. 

Franchise Laws in 1865. 
In 1855 the dilEerenoe between the raw European and the 
Sonth African bom was felt, and the European was given a year 
to become acquainted with the manners of the people^ and so 
qualify for eitiaeoship. 

Fbanchisb Laws in 1882.* 

Later on, in 1882, the period was extended to five years, and 
all new-comers were included. Now it is easy to understand why 
the period was increased to five years. Feeling was very high 
immediately after the English war, and the people of the country 
were afraid that too easy concessions in this respect might en- 
danger the independence of the country. They therefore adopted 
the American period of five years' residence. Still these men, 
fresh from the struggle, bitter against all Englishmen, thought 
that if a person were domiciled here for five years and took the 
oath of allegiance there would be no question as to his supporting 
the independence of the country. This law was based upon true 
republican principles. It does not recognise any different classes 
of burghers. It divides the inhabitants into two sections, burghers 
and Uitlanders. It refuses to admit the Uitlander until he has 
been domiciled here five years, but when he has given that proof 
of his intention to form one of the community, he is welcomed as 
an equal, and is accorded equal rights. It was felt that the State 
was in process of forming, and that it should call to its standard 
all who wished to join that standard. 

Fbanohise Laws in 1886. 
Then caine the gold discoveries, and gradually the old burgher 
began to fear that the dominant power would be wrested from his 
* The Ptresident^s invitatioo to ub to go to the TWnsrasl is dated December 

9i8t, less.— Bd. 
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gngp» He did not fear the raoe diff eienoeSy lor ha rqniked his 
brother from the Gape or the Free State with the same vigour 
with which he repaLsed Englishmen. Then came to the hont 
some of the low instincts of hmnanityy fostered and fed bj a crowd 
of foreign harpies and flatterers. To his Afrikander brother from 
the Gape he said: 'I cannot let you in; you were bom in an 
English colony ; you haye imbibed English ideas ; you will give 
our country back to the English.' Mind, I have heard this said 
by men bom and bred and educated in the Oolony, who only differ 
from me in this, that they came here a short time before me^ 
The line of demarcation was their admission to the francluse. To 
the Free Stater these men replied : 'We should so like to make 
you burghers, you are so good and true ; but it will not look nice 
to make any distinctions, so be kind enough to allow us to 
domineer over you, or else remain on the south side of the YaaL' 
The law of 1882* was an exceedingly good one, and had it been 
allowed to renuiin in the statute-book, the Uitiander of to-day 
would have had a 

ElNDLT FbBLING TOWARDS THE BuEQHEB, 

and the State would have increased in greatness and prosperity. 
But, alas ! the &r-sighted members of the Executive Government 
and the benighted patriots of the Yolksraad thought otherwisa 
The policy of the ruling element gradually changed its tone. It 
endeavoured to create two classes of burghers — ^the old burghers 
and their descendants, and the new burghers. It became 
apparentiy liberal. It reduced the term of domidle from five 
years to two, and kindly allowed the new-comer, after two years, 
to take upon himself all the burdens of citizenship, but carefully 
took away from him all its most important rights. Laws were 
passed almost every year carefully to restrict the rights of the 
naturalised burgher. 

Cbbahon of ths Sboond Vot.kskaad. 
In a generous moment the First Yolksraad gave birth to the 
Second Yolksraad, and gave the naturalised burgher a right to 
* lliekw wider wfakfa we wcTO invited tOb sad did, go into the TVansvasL 
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Tote for members of that avgost body ; bat it carefully took away 
horn that body all suoh powers as were useful to the derelopment 
of the coontryy or to the mterests of the new burgher. The 
Seoond Yolksraad became a sort of oomplamt-book of the new 
burgher — a sort of adviser to the First Raad. It might propound 
magnificent schemes, but it had absdutely no means to cany 
them out. In hct, but for the innate love of talking which 
eusts in mankind^ it is really difficult to see how any one with a 
grain of self-respect can become a member of this chamber-maid 
of the First Yolksraad. It is in this introduction of two dasses 
of burghers in which I see a great future danger to the State. 
We have no longer a Democratic Bepnblic^ where every burgher 
has a full and free voice in the affairs of the country, but 

An Olioabchical Statb, 

in which there is a land-occupying ruling class of bucolic instinct, 
and a class subject to them mostly composed of men intellectually 
superior to the ruling element and of instincts distinctly urbanic 
— ^the man of the town subject to the man of the country. This 
is a distinct destruction of republican or democratic prinoipley and 
when once you start destroying the very principle which has called 
you into existence, the gates to the road of political disintegration 
and ruin are thrown wide open. Why did the Yoortrekkers leave 
the Cape Colony and Natal P Because they wished to be free to 
manage their own affairs, and because each man wished to have a 
say and to record his vote in the conduct of the political society of 
which he formed a part. Why did the burghers of this BepuUic 
throw off the English yoke P Because of their love of freedom, 
and because that freedom was checked and they were depriyed of 
their sacred right of election, while the English Government 
phiced nominees in the Councils of State who were not acceptable 
to the majority of the people. Each man's Yoioe could not be 
heard, but he felt that there was placed oyer him a class of men 
with whom he was not in sympathy. His republican spirit was 
checked, and he had to submit to the dictates of a ruling oligarohy, 
or ta the arms of a foreign monarchy. Yet this very act which 
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aiomed in the burgher of 1881 so maoh resentment^ the burgher 
of to-day has established in all its 

LOATHSOUB OpPBBSSION. 

He has started a dass of legislation and class division in this 
oountry, the end of which^ I fear, will be eiitremely &r-reaching. 
And what is his excuse P He must first try the new-comer. Has 
any one ever uttered anything so absurd P Why should the 
burgher of to-day have to try the new-comer more than the 
burgher of 1882, immediately after the unfortunate war P And 
then does he try him for any time P It may be said that he does, 
but the time of trial is very much akin to eternity. Besides these 
classes of new burgher and old burgher, you have the Uitlander. 
To this Uitlander the new burgher is very nearly akin, so that if 
ever a disturbance should arise, the old burgher has already so care- 
fully taught the new burgher that he has nothing to expect from 
this rule, that he will find the new burgher settled in the Uitlander 
camp. The Uitlander may be divided into the Afrikander, a class 
of men of strong democratic feeling ; the Englishman, no great 
lover of tyranny and injustice ; the G^erman, tired of autocratic 

rule; and 

Thb Hollandbbs. 

The latter form a very considerable element ia the Uitlander 
class. Their interests, as a rule, lie absolutely with their oligar- 
chical masters — ^for they are their trusted servants, whose bread 
they eat, whose songs they sing; and so we generally find th^ 
Hollander element stands in opposition to the general body of 
Uitlanders. Yet even amongst them, excluding of course the 
great bulk of Hollander Government dorks, you will find men of 
true republican spirit, worthy descendants of a race that can 
boast of Egmont and Horn, of Hugo de Ghx>ot and Olden 
Bameveld. 

Thb Englishman. 

By far, however, the greater bulk of the Uitlander population 
is composed of Englishmen, Afrikanders, and Germans. These 
are the men who are daily making the country greater and 
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greats. These are the men wlio have built JohaxuieBbiilrg, wke 
are exploring Zoutpanaberg, or doing the balk of the trade in 
Pretoria and every other town in the Republic. They have raised 
the State from bankraptcy, and made a sovereign, instead of being 
a pretty but rare disc, tx> be a not infrequently met-with coin. 
They have done this, the VoUcwtem (Eruger organ) would say, 
because they expected to gain thereby, and not for any generous^ 
high-minded motive. Perfectly true; but what difference does 
this make P Who goes to found a colony, or raise a state, or edit 
a newspaper for purely humanitarian reasons? But did the 
English settle in India for reasons of generosity P Are the 
Germans fighting Witbooi in the interests of the human raoeP 
Does Holland occupy Java because of the innate love a Hollander 
bears the Javanese P All OolonieB or new States are founded 
because the immigrants expect to have a more comfortable ex^ 
istence there, and, therefore, the TJitlander is justly entitled to 
say: 'I came here to make my fortune, but in attempting to 
make it (and in ninety-nine cases out of the hundred it is merely 
an attempt) I have helped you, ancient, ungenerous burgher, to 
make not only your fortune but to render ]rour existence less 
irksome. I have transformed your Witwatersrand from a wind* 
blown desert to a great and glorious industrial centre. I have 
changed Pretoria from a sleepy hollow to a respectable town.' 
May the TJitlander not say to the Executive Council : 'But f<»* me 
you would still have to sit in Van Erkom's tobacco shop* instead 
of in the Gh>vemment Offices ;' and to the Yolksraad could he not 
aay : ' Had I not come into this country you would stiU have had 
to sit in the old thatched room whilst the three donkeys goaided 
its sacred portals P' Now these Uitlanders who could say all this 
are not a guaniiti negUgiablef not a few stragglers, but a number ol 
able-bodied men in nimiber equal to, if not greater than, the 
burghers of this Bepublic They have wealth, they have in- 
telligence, and they have a world of sympathisers outside the 
borders of this country. Surely under such ciroomstanoes one 
would think that the old burgher, if for no other reason than io^ 

* An old tomble-down shanty where the Volksmad ist prior to 1809. 
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his own preflervation, would meet these meii half-way and aooord 
to them some say in the afiain of the countiy whkh they have 
raised from a cattle farm to an industrial State. In matters of 
this kind we can do no better than to listen to the experiences of 
the past Lord Bacon, in his essay on * Ejngdoms and Estates/ 
says: 'All States that are liberal of naturalisation towards 
strangers are fit for empire.' 

He then points oat how Tory oonseiratiYe the Spartans were, 
and how ill this narrow policy served them directly they came 
into contact with the rest of (Greece. The Spartans were a warlike, 
jealous, and selfish race, and as long as they kept their compass 
they remained fairly powerfuL But as Ghreece developed in 
liberal views, these conservative Spartans became an easy prey. 
Ilieir jealousy and selfishness made them hated by all, and when 

Thb Day of Bbtribution 

came they were swept away. Then Lord Bacon goes on to say :«-« 

* Never was any State in this point so open to receive strangers 

into its body as were the Romans. Therefore it befell with 

them accordingly, for they grew to the greatest monarchy. 

Their manner was to grant naturalisation, which they 

called >f» eicitaiis, and to grant it in the highest degree— 

that it is not only jtM eammerdij or right to trade, the /fw 

connuba, or right of intermarriage, the jus heredUatia, or 

right of succession, but also ihejua mffragii^ or the right to 

vote : — and this not to singular persons alone, but to whole 

families, yea, to cities, and sometimes to nations .... and 

that was the way to sure greatness.' 

Nothing would be more instructive than to review here the 

political history of Borne in this respect Of course I know that 

there are some very ignorant persons who will say, ' Why should 

we go back to Boman history in order to see what is best for us to 

doP' To these people I would answer that there is no record of 

what human beings have done in the past which cannot teach us 

and help us in shaping our conduct It is true that the Bomans 

did not know of Maxim gons, of railways, and of telegraphs, but 
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ihey knew how to establish an Empite, how to make laws, and 
how to conciliate their bitterest enemies. I spoke of their laws ; 
you all know that the laws in TOgoe to-day in this BepaUic are 
the laws of the Roman people, scmiewhat modified to suit the 
exigencies of modem lif a After all, hmnan nature has changed 
bat very little since the days of Oeasar and Gicero, and he who 
will dip not into the past will be bat a poor modeller of the fatore. 
The Romans, at first bat a -very small body of men, saw dearly 
that their success lay not so mudi in their anna as in their art of 
goyeming. They saw that it was a far better policy to conciliate 
than to irritate. As thqr spread their power they admitted 
strangers into their State, and gave them a voioe in the paUie 
aSsirs. Thereby they crashed all hostile feeling, and raised oat 
of the diverse elements that gigantic Empire whose inflaence is 
felt even to-day. It is to these men that Earope owes her laws, 
her caltare, and I might almost say, her yery civilisation. Bacon 
compares the liberal policy of the Romans with the narrow poUoy 
of the Spaniards, and marveLs that Spain coold still oontinae to 
exist. Little he knew how soon the Spanish Empire was destined 
to cramble away. Before I leave this part of my sabject^ I wish 
to quote the words of a very learned and renowned Hollander. 
Professor Bynkershoek, who was considered the greatest puUidst 
daring the last centary, has treated this veiy subject in one of his 
chapters on public law. I shall translate to you some passages^ 
for they almost seem to be written for the Transvaal of to-day. 
In the eleventh chapter of the second book he disonsses the 
question : * Of Uitlanders van het bewind der Republick moeten 
geweest wordenP' — 'Should Uitlanders be kept out of the ad- 
ministration of the Republic ?* (that is, the Dutch Republic as it 
existed in the commencement of the eighteenth century). 

* By Uitlanders I mean not such persons as are still living out 
of the country under some Sovereign, but such as are 
Uitlanders by origin, but who have estaUiflhed themselvea 
here. With reference to these I wish to discover first die 
reasons and then the laws as to their exclusion. When I 
consider the reasons, then I cannot understand why Uit- 
880 



AFFENDIOES TO THE STATEMENT. 

landers^ if they know the language, the laws, the habits 
and ciuttoms of the Republic, should be repulsed from 
taking part in the administration of the State. Most pub- 
licists wish to ezdude them, but for reasons which do not , 
appeal to me. They say that you must expect a better 
disposition towards tiie State in natives than in TTitlanders. 
But who will presume evil of a person who comes into our 
country with his whole family and with all his possessions, 
and whose happiness therefore depends upon the public 
wealP Why should these people give the public bad 
advice when the downfall of tibe Bepublic means their own 
loss P Oood sense and the laws call the worthiest and the 
wealthiest to the administration of the Republic. I know 
all this, andl think that these qualities are possibly greater 
in the TTitlander than in the native-bom, and for this 
reason I would esteem a worthier and wealthier Uitlander 
above a burgher who does not possess these qualities, and 
the burgher should not in any way feel hurt if he who 
excels in wisdom and wealth should excel him in position 
in the State. In order to govern the State well, one must 
be well acquainted with the Republic, but this knowledge 
is often found to be far greater among the IJitlanders than 
amongst the burghers, who, thinking that they have ac- 
quired this knowledge with their mother's milk, neglect to 
use the necessary diligence to acquaint themselves with the 
true state of affairs. All I would require in one called to 
the administration of the State is that he give tokens of 
bona fides and interest, from whatever country he may 
have coma' 
Oonld not these words be used with greater force in the 
Transvaal to-day than they were used in Holland a century and a 
balf ago? In Holland there was an able, patriotic, indigenous 
population — a people jealous of their freedom, untiring in in- 
dustry, and cultured to the very highest degree— and here we 
liave a new State, with a handful of native-bom burghers, and an 
ignoranoe which is perfectly appalling. Surely, if ever a liberal 

381 



POLITIOAL SITUATION m SOUTH AFRICA. 

policy were reqxiired with regard to aiwiTnilation, it is here, where 
the Uitlaiider wiU soon, if he does not ahready, ontnuxnber the 
native bom, and where all industry and all the life and all the 
energy are already exolusiyely in his hands. I think at this stage 
it will be advisable to inquire into the policy of another Bepublicy 
a country whose development has been Iroly stupendous. Of 
course I speak of the United States. The laws of naturalisation 
to-day are &r more liberal than those of this BepubUo. Yet when 
we wish to compare the policy of naturalisation laws of this State 
with the American laws, we should not consider the America of 
to-day, but the America of the beginning of this century. 

In thb Ukitbd Sxatbs of Ambuca. 
To-day the United States can boast of a population of say forty 
millions of native citizens, and it has been subjected for years to 
a constant stream of immigration. It would therefore not be 
astonishing if we found that America was chary of admitting 
strangers to citizenshipi Tet what is actually the case? Just 
the reverse. Chancellor Kent, speaking of the naturalisation laws 
of the United States, says : — 

* The laws of Congress on the subject of naturalisation have 
been subject to great variations. In 1790, only two 
years' previous residence was required ; in 1795 the period 
was enlarged to five years, and in 1798 to fourteen years. 
In 1802 it was reduced back to five years, where it stiU 
remains. The period of probation has probably been 
deemed as liberal as was consistent with a due regard to 
our peace and safety. A moderate previous resideiioe 
becomes material to enable aliens to acquire the knowledge 
and habits proper to make good dtiienB, who can combine 
the spirit of freedom with a love of law. Strangera on 
their first arrival, and before they have had time to 
acquire property and form connections and attachnunta^ 
are not to be presumed to be acquainted with our pditieal 
instituti<»is, or to feel a pride or zeal in their stability or 
success.' 
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We have here the very same ideas and principles as laid down 
lij Bynkershoek in the passage quoted by me. The alien must 
xeiide in the country a certain time and he must possess a certain 
amoipit of property. The question is always 

What Timb Am) What PbopertyP 

Now, if America, peopled by emigrants from all quarters of 
the globe, a most heterogeneous mass of men, think that a 
probationary period of five years is sufficient to confer full citizen- 
ship, can we say that this State ia acting reasonably in denying 
the right of citizenship to the Uitlander and his children until the 
Day of Judgment P By the present laws of the United States, 
full citizenship is conferred after a proof of fiye years' residence, 
but a naturalised alien must be two years a citizen before he can 
sit in Congress. He is not, however, allowed to become President 
unless he be a natural-bom American. This is the only shadow 
of illiberality to be found in the naturalisation laws of the United 
States. Surely, if the United States have for a whole century 
found it expedient to confer full citizenship after fire years' 
residence, their experience is well worth following, or do our 
legislators think they are wiser men than the giants who built 
up the Constitution of the United States P The other Republican 
Gh>yemments of America, also new and forming States, though 
considerably more adyanced than ourselYes, are also very liberal 
to aliens. In the Argentine Republic, and in the BepuUic of 
Brazil, only two years' residence are required. Not only the 
Bepnblics, but even Monarchies like England are more liberal 
than this State. 

In thb Oranob Frbb Statk 

Lot the Free State, a model little republic, aliens are admitted 
to full burgher rights after residence of one year, and proof that 
the applicant possesses fixed property to the value of £160. After 
three years' residence, the latter qualification is dispensed with. 
Now, in what way does this State differ from the Free State P 
In no way that I can see. The threatened influx of English 
existed in the Free State just as much in 1870 as it existed here 
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in 1886. If we have to dread the influx of the English then ao 
had the Free State. If the Transyaal had complaints i^;ain8t tlie 
British Gh>yemment, then so had the Free State. If there were 
reasons of fear in the Transvaal that it would be swamped by 
aliens who would vote its independence away, then these reasons 
existed in greater force in the Free State, for the Free State 
population is smaller, and Jagersf ontein at one time held oat t]ie 
same hopes of a large foreign population as did Johannesboig 
when the 

Unobnbbous, Illiberal Laws 

were passed by this State against the immigrant. In what^ then, 
lies the difference? In the education of the gentlemeD who 
formed the Executiye Gh>yernment of the Free State, and in the 
wider diffusion of knowledge amongst the inhabitants of that 
Bepublic ; for education and knowledge always breed generosity 
and liberality, and do away with jealousy and narrow-mindedness. 
The more uneducated the person the more distrustful Add to 
that, that our legislators and the ruling element of our Executive 
Government have been versed for years in, and almost leamt to 
imitate, the politics of the Kaffir, and you will soon be aUe to 
discover the true grounds of this extraordinary illiberalily. I 
think that I have sufficiently establiahed the fact that the ex- 
perience of the most approved Republics, Monarchies, and even 
Empires, is in favour of admitting aliens to the status of citisens, 
and that the experience of the United States tends to show that a 
liberal incorporation of aUens strengthens the State and adds to its 
stability and prosperity. 

Is Exclusion Wisb P 

hei .us now consider the question: Is it expedient in this 
country to exclude the alien from full political rights P Let us 
first briefly consider the position of the country. 15,000 votes 
were recorded in the last election. These included old men and 
boys of sixteen. The petition to Sir Heniy Loch was signed by 
15,000 male British subjects. Therefore the British subjects at 
the Band equal those who voted for the President. Now the 
President's election was a very keenly contested one, and we csn 
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haidly suppoae that inaay personB who oould have recorded a vote 
did not. Supposing 5000 did not yote, and this number is really 
fur in excess of those who did not vote, then we find there are 
about 20|000 voting burghers. Now, all British subjects at the 
Band did not sign the petition. Take, therefore, all the British 
subjects in the State, and we must conclude that the total number 
of British subjects are equal to, if not in excess of, the burghers 
of the State. Add to these the Germans and Hollanders and men 
of other nationalities, and it becomes manifestly clear that the 
UitLander population exceeds the enfranchised burgher population* 
Consider now that amidst the population live at least 260,000 
Kaffirs, then it must become manifest that in time of real trouble 
a division amongst the White population is an extremely serious 
matter. Suppose, again, for sake of argument that the Fitbnder, 
or a section of the XJitlander population, is irritated to such an 
extent that amicable 

Bboonciliation bboombs Impossible; 
then, whatever the ultimate outcome may be, the disruption will 
be sufficiently disastrous to make every man endowed with some 
scintilla of sense tremble for the safety of the State. It will be 
said, why conjure up such horrors P I say it is our duty to look 
facts and possibilities full in the face; to measure them ac- 
curately and to shape our conduct in such a way as to avoid all 
possible calamities. If you are threatened by fire or flood do you 
shut your eyes in horror, and lie on the ground a helpless mass, or 
do you devise some plan to save yourself and those dear to you P 
So with the statesman who loves his country ; so with the man 
who loves his fellow-man. If he sees the danger he must strive 
to do his utmost to avert the consequences of periL 

A Pbophbct Fulfillbd. 
The rent is growing day by day greater; the threatening 
danger will soon show itself upon our political horison, unless 
averted in tima It may be said that it is the Uitlander's duty to 
avert it I say emphatically, it is his duty, and he should do all 
in his power to preserve the peace and independence and happi- 
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ness of this country. But let the burgher remember that himum 
aatare remains the same throughout the agesy and men cannot be 
goaded and taxed, deepifled and distrusted year after year with 
increasing vigouri and be expected to bear it with {^osophie 
equanimity; and, least of all, men bom with instincts of free* 
dom, nurtured with the traditions of freedom, and once them- 
sebres members of freedom-loving commimitteB. There is a point 
at which the strongest rope will break. The most patient and 
philosophic man, when driven too far, lets both patience and 
philosophy go, and vindicates to his fellow-men that he is a man 
endowed with all the human instincts of hate and revenge. This, 
I say, is only one danger; but think of the dangers to the 
Republic which can arise out of intrigue and treasonable plots. 
It might be said, * Shall we admit traitors to the Republic P' No, 
certainly not. But then an unreasonable course, illiberalily and 
ungenerous distrust, may make of a most ardent supporter an 
inveterate hater and traitor. No legislation in the world can 
fdter this so long as the real cause of the evil exista A cancer is 
not cured by poultices or local applications ; the cancer must be 
removed, and even then delay will sometimes give only a temporary 
relief. Instead of adopting the Roman and American policy of 

Assimilation and Absorption, 
this Government has chosen to adopt a rigid policy of isolation 
and division. Instead of giving the Uitlander a share in the 
administration, it has kept him aloof, thereby awakening a strong 
bond of union on the part of all Uitlanders, and arousing in them 
a feeling of opposition and hostility to the old burgher. This 
feeling is intensified day by day by the illiberal and ungenerous 
legislation of the old burgher, and will eventually drive the 
Uitlander into an attitude of stubborn, vindictive opposition. 

As rr IS AT Pbssbnt, 

he may, of course, be kept down, and eventually orushed by force 
of arms, or by dread of the old burghers' superior military prowess; 
but familiarity often breeds contempt^ and this feeling of hostile 
opposition may one day assume an active and aggressive fomL 
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Whak thinlriiiy man em dmt his eye& to this intemal danger P 
Hkm is a oertain okas in tliia Bepoblie, headed by the Press 
newspaper (Emger's anbridiaed organ), that tella ns : ' Yon may 
think thia, but you dare not aay it, for by aaying it yon enoonrage 
thia opposition, and yon foater raoe-hatred.' What ntter senile 
drlTel this ! as if we are not all wiser and better for knowing the 
trathy for aeeing it in the clear, bright light of actual fact, than 
peering at it through the dim mist of falsehood. This is an 
atanal danger, bat this intemal danger may breed an external 
dai^per. The BepnUic is sorronnded by British territory, and 
tke Wngiish nation is by no meana prond of ita achievements here 
in 1880 and 1881. If England sees that there is intemal dis» 
agreement and that there are numbers of her subjects who have 
been driyen by the narrow policy of the present Gkyremment to 
remain loyal to her, may she not one day seiae the opportunity to 
ntriere her tamished laurels P And will she not find in the 
BepuUic itself a hoet of her sons who, merely because they have 
bean kept out of poUtieal rights, will eagerly flock to her 
atandardP 

The gentlemen who constitute the Government and the Legis- 
lature of this country are apt to forget that the country is 
practically surrounded by British territory, and that British 
eapital is very largely invested in this State. MThat the extent 
of Britiah capital is, it is veiy difficult to say, and I doubt if this 
Ghrremment will be anxious enough to inquire into the matter 
and to publish a true statement. Still, the British capital invested 
heae is far greater than that which was invested in Egypt at the 
time of Lord Beaconsfield's eoup, and the other interests are by no 
meana less than those which existed at the time of the high- 
handed seisnre of Egypt These, then, are external troubles. It 
im into such intemal and external troubles that these so-called 
patoiota are so blindly leading the destinies of this Bq^mblic, 
whflal we, Uitlanders, who have come here to try and assist in the 
ealablishment of a true South African Republic, are deprived of 
all Tsiee in the matter, but are expected to sit still, whilst we see 
independence, our fortune, and the fabric our industry has 
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nised frittered away by aelfiih f ortane-seekera, inoompetent 
etatosmeny and ignorant legidators. I have heard it said in 
Government quarters that the bnrgher has no £ears of internal 
diasension because the Uitlanders are too disunited, and too busy 
making money ; that they lear the deadly marksmanship of tiie 
burgher^ and therefore will always remain quiet I have also 
heard it said that England will never extend her grasp to this 
Bepublic, because she has onee had a severe lesson, and the 
enteiprise will be too expensive for money-loving Engliahmea 
to undertake. This may be so, I cannot tell ; but this I do know, 
that in other countries, and at other times, these same people that 
constitute the Uitlander element have not too patiently borne the 
ass-burden, and it is my firm belief that the history of the past, 
the human actions of the past, are the truest guides of the futnrew 
At any rate the danger seems to me suflBciently great to take 
precautionary steps to avert it, and he will be the true statesman 
^ this Bepublic who will sacrifice himself in order to avert it; 
not he who, to gain some paltry office or some remunerative post^ 
will shut his eyes and cry with the burgher herd, ' Great is the 
burgher I Down with the Uitlander I ' 

ThB UrrLANDBBs' G&IBVANOBa 

Has the Uitlander any real grievances ! Well, gentlemen, is 
it necessary for me to enlarge upon this subject? Is it not a 
grievance that the townsman has to pay a heavy tax on almost 
everything he uses, whilst the countryman pays hardly anything 
on tiiose articles which he himself indulges inP And has not 
the townsman, in ninety-nine cases out of one hundred, been made 
a UitlanderP Did the last discussion in the Read not show this 
ad nauseam t Is the Uitlander's voice not squelched so thai he 
may not even air his grievances unless he go hat in hand to some 
local authority and obtain his kind permissionP The towns — the 
life and industry of the Republic, the homes of the Uitlanders— 
have no voice in the councils of the Stata Johannesburg and 
Barberton have each a vote in the Yolksraad, but in every other 
case they are swamped by the district With what difficulty has 
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* Jobannesbiirg obtaiaed a Sanitary Board, and this Board can 
hardly be aaid to be a free institatioxi. Pretoria is under the 
direot control of the Qovemmenty and its inhabitants have not been 
allowed to haye a say in so paltry a matter as mnnicipal afiairs. 
Bnt I shall not waste your time further, I shall only refer you 
to Mr. Leonard's BiU of Iniquities It will be asked, What is 
our destiny P What is our hope P (Gentlemen, my own virion is 
doudyy and the future I see for us Uitlanders is by no means a 
bright one. Still, I must say there are men in this Bepublic, 
burghers of the old stamp, who have seen the dangers, and who 
are endeavouring to do away with the raoe hatred and stupid 
prejudices which the foolish policy of the ruling element has 
engendered, and is so carefully nursing. If there were more men 
like Lucas Meyer or the De Jagers returned to the Yolksraad, 
then I think we might safely hope for a reform. Then there 
are some of the newer burghers, men like Loveday and Jeppe. 
who have step by step fought the cause of the Uitlander. But, 
alas, I have heitfd even these men despair. Believe me, it is 
easier to fight wild beasts than to struggle against ignorance. 
( ' Qegesa Demmheit kamfen Ootter selbst vergebens.') 

The ultra burghers take up the position, * You shall not be 
equal with us. Did we not drive the savage and wild beasts from 
the landP' They do not for one moment understand that to 
build a city like Johannesburg requires more labour, patience, 
skill, and courage, than to shoot Kaffirs or lions. Still, there is 
the difficulty, and great is he who can overcome it. The one 
thing, however, that we Uitlanders may be certain of is, that we 
shall not advance one single jot if we sit still with folded hands 
and pray Ood to come to our deliverance : nay, nor if we rely upon 
the generous and liberal poUoy of the old burgher. We must aU 

UmTBD IN ONB STBOKO PHALANX, 

and leave no opportunity of showing him the error of his way% 
or the strength of our determination. No doubt the gentlemen 
in the Government Buildings will jeer at you. If you are 
Englishmen they wiU call you Imperialists; if you are Afri- 
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kanden they wiU call you 'Engeheh geiiiid' (Bngliah-ininded); 
and if you belong to any other natioiiality they will say you aie 
only • Gennan^ or a Hollander, or what not, and as audi qnite 
boraath their oonaideration. But let them jeer at na Uitlandenp 
let them call ns by whatever names they will — so kmg aa we 
do not jeer at one another, or call one another namea, we ahaU 
inageaao in atrength, and one day, it may be in the near or 
more remote future, our mastera will have to reokon with the 
helot Uitbmder. Ereiy one who atarta a reform ia at firrt 
overwhelmed with obloquy, and in the end carried ahoulder-high, 
jnoTided his reform appeal to our aenae of justioe and fair play. 
I doubt if there could be found an honest, intelligent man in 
this eoontry who would not join the Uitlander in hia eiy for 
juatioe^ and whose sense of fiiir play is not shocked at the treat- 
ment he is receiving. 

SUMMART. 

Let me retrace my steps for a few minutes. I have en- 
deavoured to show: — 

1. That the natoralisation laws of to-day do not enaUe the 
nataralised Uitlander to stand on the same political footing 
as the old burgher^ or the burgher who was natoraliaed 
previous to the promulgation of these laws. 

2. That these naturalisation lawa divide the citiaens of the 

Republic into two classes, the old burgher dasa and the 
new burgher dasa. 

8. That the old burgher class alone can rstiifn membsca to 
the First Y olksraad, and that in the Firat YoUcBraad is 
vested the supreme legislative power. 

4. That of these two classes of burghers^ the one ia a land- 
occupying dominant class, and the other 'ttn industrial and 
wealthy subservient dass. 

fi. That this division is diametrically opposed to the demo- 
eratie prindple that eveiy membtt* of the Demoa or peqds 
has the same voice in the afUra of the State as every 
other member. 
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6« That true repablican prixudples are at the eama time tnie 
demooratio prineipleBy and that therefore this diTiaioii of 
citiaens into dominant and aabservient daaaes ia hostile to 
all true republiean sentiment, 

7. That the experience of ages has shown that such a dimion 
is dangerous to the stability of the State, 

8. That the experience of the greatest Republic of oor day 

has shown that the liberal admission of the stranger to foU 
citizen rights is condnciYe to greatness and happiness. 

9. That eminent political philosophers have at all times held 
that it is advisaUe to incorporate the alien into the Stata 

10. That the conditions of this State, where the Uitiander male 
population exceeds the male burgher population, and where 
the XJitLander capital has virtually made tiie State, demand 
even more than in the United States a liberal and generous 
policy towards the TJitlander, for his exclusion exposes the 
State to internal as well as external troubles. 

11* That the reasons for his exclusion alleged by the oUL 
burgher are not sound, and are based upon senseless fear, 
ignorance, and selfishness. 

12. That the Uitlander by being excesniyely taxed is irritated, 
and that the life and energy of &e State dep^id upon the 
alien and not upon the natiTc-bom. 

13. That there does exist a liberal element among the old 
burghers, and that this liberal spirit should be fostered 
by the Uitlander. 

14. But in order to foster this liberal spirit the Uitlander must 

agitate for his rights and not deep, must show a combined 
front to the burgher, and must not be as a house divided 
against itself . 

I shall end now by considering 

AnOTHBR PhASB op THB QUBSTION. 

In a new State the best policy is to consolidate the various 
ekments, and to foster a territorial interest The distinolaon 
between the Tmnsvaaler and the Afrikander is, after all, not v«y 
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great The raw Engliahman, Ghrmaii, or Hollander, is naturally 
not converflant with the local ideas and local aspirations ; bat once 
he has gained local knowledge and become established here his 
interests are as much territorial as the bom Transraaler, and he 
will do his utmost to farther the interests of his new home. The 
love of political freedom is as strong in the Glerman, the English- 
man, and the Hollander, as it is in the Afrikander north or soath 
of the YaaL Once he forms part of a new State he is as keen in 
its derelopment and progress as the most ardently patriotic 
burgher, and he has, as a role, this advantage over the old 
bargher, he has seen more of the world, knows more of the world, 
and stands higher in the scale of cultare and education* It is this 
Anglophobia, so prevalent among the ignorant inhabitants of this 
State, and so sedulously fostered by unscrupulous time-servers 
and power-seekers, whidi keeps us back, and which may prove 
the ruin of the BepubUc. If the English were the only immi- 
grants this policy of isolation would be bad enough, but fortunately 
they are not The burghers from the Free State, Natal« and the 
Cape Oolony form no small part of the population. Add to them 
the Germans and the Hollanders, and surely there is enough 
diversily to assame safety. It is this diversity in the new-comers 
which can make this Bepublic so great. The intercourse of these 
various nationalities tends to rub off the angles and to broaden the 
views of each class. It is in this broadening of views that the 
future happiness of this Republic lies. Instead of trying to 
cramp and narrow the political horizon, it should be the aim and 
policy of every Afrikander to broaden it. Instead of repulsing 
the European he should be invited, as soon as he can reasonably 
be presumed to know the circumstances of the country, to take 
part in the development of the State, and to add his wide ex- 
perience to the local knowledge of the burgher. In this way the 
great diversity of ideas can be utilised to the benefit of the 
country, and to the welfare and happiness of its peopl& If the 
burgher could only get rid of his Anglophobia; if these un- 
scrupulous and ambitious fosterers of this dread apparition oouli 
only be throttled, and all Europeans who have sojourned hero say 
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five yean^ and who Iiave a Bobatantial stake in the oonntrfr, be 
inyited to form part and parcel of the State, we could make the 
Transvaal a glorious BepuUio. But if this mania continues a few 
may fill their pockets or satisfy their ambition, but the great bulk 
of true Transvaalers and true Afrikanders will one day rue the 
narrow-minded and short-sighted policy of their ancestors. Surely 
it is better to disperse hostile influences and so to weaken them, 
than to allow them to agglomerate and 

BuBfirr UPON us in all thbir Forck 

This conflict may not perhaps be in the near future, or perhaps 
we are already within its grasp; but assuredly, if the present 
policy be persiBted in, it will come. I oonceiye it to be the first 
duty of a statesman to gauge the present correctiy, so that he may 
provide for the future. To provide for to-day is good, but a man 
who can only provide for to-day, and not for the future, is no true 
statesman. I take it to be the duty of a true and patriotic states- 
man in this Republic to assimilate the diverse elements upon true 
republican principles, and not to drive the XJitlander into a 
combined opposition and inveterate hata It is true that the air 
is dear after a thunder-storm, but how much better and worthier 
to endeavour to avoid the storm, to dear the atmosphere, without 
thunder and lightning, hail and snow. The manner in which the 
legislature has gone to work has certainly not been upon the basis 
of true republican prindples and the experience of ages. He 
who abhors prindple, and neglects the lessons of history and ex- 
perience, will find that Providence is unkiud to him. The laws 
of human sodety and human actions are immutable. If you 
appreciate them you may use them to advantage, and so serve the 
welfare and happiness of your fdlow-men. But if you neglect 
them, or are ignorant of them, thqr wiU assert themsdves even in 
oi^Kidtion to a Yolksraad resdution. The problem is interesting, 
bat what its solution will be depends upon the good sense of the 
ruling dement May its adviaers see the necessity of dtering 
their present course, and may they steer the ship of State away 
from tiie impending dangers into the calm sea of peace and con- 
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iaat, of wel&re and good finrtona If, on tha otiier 
mien will not see the errors of their wayi, and if tibej wffl Bok 
adopt a more liberal and generouB polity towards the Uiilandsf , 
bat penist in insolting, distmsting, and irritating him* than mmf 
we all say — ^burgher and Uitlander alike-^'God bahoede land en 
Tolk' (Qod proteet the land and the peofiiby 
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EXTRACT FROM AN ADDRESS 

Given by the Chief Justice of the South 

African Republic^ at Rustenburg, in the 

Transvaal^ in October^ 1894* 

Attbr speaking of the separatum of die three great bnuddiea 
of the Govermnent into the LegisLatL^e^ the Bzecnti^ and the 
ladicial, he goes on to saj as follows r*^ 

Each of these powers or departm0nts in the State whloh ha^e 
been mentioned has its own ciroley within which its fnnctions IM 
to be oarried out Neither the one nor the other can ecroeed the 
limits set bjr the Oonstitation without nokting its preoepts, and 
Hberehy endangering the 

Ihdbpbndbugb of thb BspUBLia 

The coontiy is at present exposed to that danger. In 1892 1 
bad occasion publidy to point this oat No one who lor a monenl 
considers the condition of things in the State will deny that tifts 
coantrj is at present in a vevy critical position. The nnTnisfahahte 
signs ci an approaching change are apparent on every side. It 
entirely depends upon the people whether the impending ehanga 
is to take plaoe peaceaUy, or to be accompanied with Tiolcnca 
Do not let ns close onr eyes and ears to the troth. The people 
ahoold thoroughly nnderstand the true positicn of things. I 
repeat what I have just said^ the non-observance of and deperi ug i 
from the Grondwet meauuMS the independence of the Stats. In 
the early days of our history it was posrible to have acted nnoon* 
■titationally withont at once eoqwriencing any evil resolts. Bnt 
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the aiiiiplicity of those dajn has passed away, and we can no 
longer pnrsae a happj-go-luoky course. The country has a Gon- 
stitation, and most be governed by its precepts, and in a states- 
manlike manner. Let me repeat here what I said in 1892 : 'How 
frequently have we not seen that the Ghondwet, which, as the 
Oonstitation, ooght to stand on an extremely different footing 
from onr ordinary law, has nevertheless been viewed and treated 
as such. Manff a time has the Orandwei been ottered by a eimpb 
reeoluUon of the Legislature. By this means many a radical and^ I 
am afraid^ qflen unwise change has been brought about w the Consti- 
tution. This objectionable and tmstatesmanlike mode of procedure 
can no longer be followed without impairing the progress and 
jeopardising the independence of the Stata' I leave it to you to 
say whether this observation is weU founded or not. A word of 
warning must also be spoken against the practice which esiste, 
and which is yearly increasing, of what I may with deference 
venture to call loose and hasty legislation. This is not in accord- 
ance with the Constitution, and is highly prejudicial. The 
Grondwet and one of its supplements does, indeed, lay down that 
a resolution of the Yolksraad has the force of law. The meaning 
of this is not that any matter may, by a simple resolution, without 
observing the necessary formalities, and without first having been 
brought to the knowledge of the people, be legislatively disposed 
of ; but merely that when extraordinary circumstances suddenly 
present themselves the Yolksraad shall be competent to make 
temporary provision by means of a resolution, which shall mean- 
while be respected and observed as law. The Grondwet pre- 
scribes that all proposed laws must first be published for three 
months before they can be considered by the Legislatare. The 
reason for this is phdn, inasmuch as the people will be bound by, 
and will have to conform to, such proposed laws when adopted, 
and hence the provision that they shall have previous notice and 
knowledge of the matter. 

By this clause in the Grondwet the people sought to protect 
themselves against sudden and hasty legislation. This has not 
been kept steadily in view, and what was originally intended hy 
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the founders of the Bepublic as an exceptional matter has in 
ooone of time been turned into a general role. Our statute-book 
affords ample proof of this, and we must at once abandon the prac- 
tioOy and return to and obserre the precept of our Constitution. 
A deep kind of anxiety is caused throughout the length and 
breadth of the land when we hear and read of proposals and 
schemes to alter existing laws or introduce new ones by mere Yolks- 
raad resolution. The people, from whom, according to the Constitu- 
tion, everything proceeds, must be considered and consulted before 
an existing law can be altered, either wholly or in part, or a new 
and proposed law be adopted. Whatever may have been the correct 
view of this matter formerly, the Legislature, consisting of two 
branches of Yolksraaden, is (like the Executive and Judicial 
power) subordinate to the Ght>ndwet, and the law of 1890, by 
which it has been called into being. This law of 1890 now forms 
a portion of the Constitution of the country. Hence the danger 
to which I have referred is rather increased than diminished 
thereby, and it is well that we bear this seriously in mind. The 
trek spirit has well-nigh become extinct. The Bepublic has its 
beacons and boundaries, which, with the exception of our eastern 
border^ can no longer be extended. In the wise dispensation of 
Providence, everything has its proper season. It is remarkable 
that, although our mineral treasures have for ages existed in the 
country, they have only recently been discovered and developed. 
It is equally remarkable that soon after we had to experience a 
movement which has definitely fixed the 

Ldcpopo as ouk Nokthbrn Boundary. 

These facts, together with the daily increasing population and 
the many complications arising therefrom, indicate that we must 
more than ever devote our attention upon our internal and domestic 
affairs. There is but one safe course to follow in dealing with 
pnblio matters under the altered conditions. The country must 
be ruled in accordance with the recognised rules of constitutional 
Government The people, and I say it with all reepect for my 
feUow-burghers, are to a certain extmt themselves to blame. 
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They have, to a ooiudderable degveoy ihemaehres to thank lor 
the tmaatiafactory positiazi in which die coiintTy it at praoent 
placed. Wefrequenify see that when mme member of the oommimU^ 
gives eapreseian to his views with regard to pubUe i^irs, which mag 
not be aecqi>lable to this or that particular seetiom, he is at ones 
stigmatised as a sower of discord. Now we must be carefol not to 
oonfound the frank and manlj expression of opinion with 
dissension or discord. In order to enable the people to under- 
stand and judge oorrectly of pablio matters^ the free and learlsss 
expression of indiyidual opinion is an absolute necessity. The 
voice of the people, not the ymce of a clique or a section, mnsi 
decide, and that voice no one dares to smother, and every one 
must obey. This principle is laid down and approved in our 
Orondwet — * The people desire the greatest possible social Jreedom! 
*The people recognise the liberty iff the press* Of course this does 
not mean license, but liberty or freedom, in accordance with just 
laws. It is good to guard against dissension, but it is equally 
necessary not to confound it with the manly utterance of opinion, 
even aldiough that opinion may differ from our own. The simple 
fact of a difference of view between two or more secticma cl the 
community gives none the right to say that dissension exists in 
our midst. It is just through the fearless expression of individnal 
(pinion, especially in times of public danger, that the oountiy is 
benefited. A man is no less our Mend because he happens to tell 
us the truth. In all weU-govemed countries we find different 
parties, and honest opposition is nought but a boon and a blessing 
to the State. The Democrats and BepubUcans in the United 
States are both good and true citisens. The Conservativea and 
Liberals are both lojral Englishmen; and in the same way» the 
members of the majority and minority in our Yolksraad ape both 
good Transvaal burghers. It would indeed be deplorable if ao 
sound and healthy opposition existed. The country would then 
cease to be a free and independent Bepublic, and every one lAo 
voted in a minority would be regarded as a sower of diHiwiisiim, 
and looked upon as an enemy. The patriotic Andries Pretorius, 
indeed, on his death-bed, warned his feUow-burghers against 
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diBMnnon, but not against difference of yiews and respect for 
each others' opinions. The ehange which is impending and the 
danger which is threatening are not fanciful. The change cannot 
be ayoided, although the danger may be prevented. It is by the 
leBolve of the people to have the country goTemed in a constd- 
tational and statesmanlike manner, according to the Ghondwet^ 
that the danger will be averted. The Orondwet, which has but 
too ^ften been altered and departed from, has recently been revised 
and collected together into one harmonious whole, and duly 
paUished lor the inf ormaticm of the peopla You are aware that 
last year, in pursuance of a resolution taken by the Legislature, 
a Commission was appointed by the Govemment to revise and 
piece together the Grondwet. TMs was done by the Commission, 
wA«M work wa$ duly cqpproved of by the JExeeutwe, and published 
in the Staateeourant During the present session this revised 
Gfondwet was by the First Yolksraad referred to a committee 
of five members, chosen out of the Bead, in order to consider it 
in conjunction with the Executive. This took place, and on the 
28fth July the Yolksraad Committee submitted its report^ accom- 
panied I7 an entirely new draft Grondwet^ which contained ettch 
important, radical, and dangerous provisions thai, had they been 
adopted, I do not hesitate to say the indq)endence of the country 
would haoe come to an end. I will not now enter upon particulars, 
bvk merely make a few general observations so far as the Courts 
of Law and the administration of justice are concerned. Accord- 
ing to the altered provisions, as recommended by the Yolksraad 
Committee, the Courts of Justice, from the lowest to the highest 
in the Lmd^ would have been so affected in the independent 
eseidse of their functions, that it would simply have been an 
wnpcmhUity to have dispensed justice between man and man without 
fimmr or prejudice. The altered provisions in question assign 
powers and functions to the Executive and the Legislature which 
at pieeent belong exclusively to the Courts of Justice. The very 
safe and constitutional relation which, according to the Orondwet, 
existed between the three great powers or departments in the 
State, would have been so violated that the Courts of Justice 
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wouU have tottered to their deepest foundations. I%e Kbertjf, 
properties, and other rights of the people toould have been 

Placed in the Orbatbst Jbopabdt; 

ayoy the very independence qf the lUpubUc, which is so insqHsraUjf 
connected with the independence of the Courts qf Law, would 
thenby, as I have already observed, have come to an end. I am 
oonvinoed that the honourable members of the Committee did 
not realise this danger. His Honour the Presiident^ and the other 
members of the Executiye who in January last appzoyed of tiie 
work of the Oovemment Commission — ^the State Secretary was 
at that time away in Europe — oonld not have been aware of the 
danger. The observation has been justly made that the radical 
and objectionable proposals suggested in the report <^ the 
Committee clearly show that they must have originated with 
some person or persons other than the five members of the 
Committee. Wboever may have advised the Committee, it ii 
plain that upon such adviser or advisers a grave responsifailEty 
rests. It grieves one to express, and it is difficult to accept^ tiie 
idea that what has happened is due to ignorance^ybr the proposed 
alterations are altogether too systemaUo. If now what has been 
attempted is to be attributed to premeditaticm and design, then it 
savours of treason against the people by undermining the holiest 
safeguards of the liberty and independence of the BepuUie as 
laid down in the Grondwet. History affords many examplea of 
persons guilty of such doings who had to suffer for thor oondw^ 
We need but call to mind the fate of an Alva, or a Strafford, and 
of so many others, who have endeavoured to violate and subvert 
the rights of the people and the liberties of the land. Even in 
the annals of our own Sepublic an instance of the kind is to be 
' found — when, in the year 1865, a violation of the laws of the 
land by certain Yolksraad members was decUred to be a political 
offence, and punished accordingly. It is as well to remember aU 
this, in order to appreciate the recent occurrences with respect to 
the revised Grondwet The first Yolksraad has acted wisely in 
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rejeeting the radical and dangerous cHanges which it was pro* 
posed to make in the constitation. 

We have seen that in the early history of our country, the 
popular Yoice, in the form of the Yolksraad, or constitutional 
party, asserted itsell Both Potgieter and Pretorius, with their 
personal following, had to submit to it We have also seen that 
the peojde have emphatically dedared in the Ght>ndwet in what 
manner the State is to be goyemed. The voice, the expressed 
will of the people alone can alter the Grondwet, which we are all 
bound to respect and maintain. The popular voice will have to 
decide what shape and turn the &st approaching change is to 
assume. It entirely depends upon the people themselves to avert 
the threatening danger. The immediate return to the Ght>ndwet 
and the strict adherence to both the letter and the spirit of its 
precepts can alone save the country. The history of the Trans- 
vaal, both before and after the passing of the Ghrondwet, fully 
justifies this statement. Sir Heniy Maine, an eminent jurist of 
our time, has, in his essay on the American Constitution, made 
the following remarks : — ' The powers and disabilities attached to 
the United States, and to the several States, by the Federal 
Constitution, and placed under the protection of ihe deliberately 
oontrived securities we have described, have determined the whole 
course of American history. The history began, as all its records 
abundantly show, in a condition of society produced by war and 
revolution, which might have condemned the great Northern 
Republic to a condition not unlike that of her disorderly susters 
in South America. But the provisions of the Constitution have 
acted upon her like those dams and dykes which strike the eye of 
the traveller along the line, controlling the course of a mighty 
river, which begins amidst mountain torrents, and turning it into 
one of the most equable waterways of the world.' An inheritance 
has been left us ; a pledge has been entrusted to us. The founders 
of the BepubUc have consigned its independence to our keeping. 
If we are to be true to our duty and trusty we must take heed that 
the voice of the people is not merely heard but also respected. 
The internal danger is threatening tiie State. I%e signs of an 
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iipproackmg tkange are num^etk H will b$ Jbr tie people to deeUe 
whether the change is to be effecM m peaoe and qmetmoee^ or w he th e r 
it %8 to be aeeompanied bjf violenoe. It will be £cir the people to 
deeide whetlier the dhange is to riarengtihen the State and make 
it flonriah, or whether it will tun the oountiy into a readeaB and 
disorderly South AfVioan BepaUio, or depriye it of its inde- 
pendenoe. May the people arxiTe at a just and sansiWe ocm* 
tietiony and adopt the only sale eonzse to ssts the Statel I end 
with the prayer, 'God saive the Land and the People/ 
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COPY OF THE PETITION 

For the Franchise which was signed by 

38^500 people in 1895, presented to 

the Volksraady and rejected. 

1. That your petitioners are all persons who reside in the 
Sooih Afrioan Bepublic. 

2. That your petitioners have always obeyed the laws and paid 
ihfiir taxes. 

3. That your petitioners as a body have been in this BepubUc 
a considerable number of y ears, and have done much to increase 
its wealth and its dignity and position among South African 
States. 

4. ^Diat the class of unenfranchised persons to which the 
majority of your petitioners belong is inoreasing daily, and 
already the number of those who have no Yote is in excess of 
those who are entitled to vote. 

5. That the value of the property and possessions of the 
unenfranchised is quite equal to, and indeed far in excess of, that 
of the enfranchised burgher. 

6« That the inddenoe of taxation is such that at least four- 
fifths of the total revenue of the BepubUc are contributed by the 

7. That there is now a balance in the Treasury of over 
£1,200,000, while the annual revenue is over £2,247,000, against 
about £198,000 ten years ago, before the class of unenfranchised 
oame into the countiy. 

8. That your petitioners desire to be allowed to become loyal 
eitiaens of the South African Republic upon terms of equality 
with the existing burgher population. They respectfully submit, 
however, that one of the first principles of Republican 
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Ckyvenmifiiit — a principle without which, indeed, a BepuUio 
would cease to ezirt— -is equality, and the right of (lie taxpayer to 
representation. 

8. That the law4 of thia Bepublio. fonnerly^ adioiittod this 
princijde ; that from time to tim^ howerer, it has been attaoked, 
and the difficulties in the way of securing the rigkt to Tote hayf 
been multiplied, notwithstanding the respectfiit and repeated 
petitions and repiesentaticviaof your petitioaera. 

10. That finally, last sessipn, in, jsoe of a petitioi^ signed by 
over 18,000 men, ilie law was so altered that they can never get 
tb^ fall xtghiM o£ Imgbers; ti^ ikw Qhildj^ea afiw tiliem, 
although bom in the Bepublic, can Bmet become buf^M% 
except under praoticaUy impossible oonditibna 

11. That your petitioners submit that they are entitlad to, 1^ 
admitted to the ri|g^ of citiaeoidup; theg^ feel that t^eiripoQflwt 
in the past, the magmtude andr mMaue of their interests m fiua 
country, and tiioir contributions to. the revonu^, ] vi>^^F ^bMi m 
asking for this admission; and they cannot but feel tfaa^ ^m 
policy of dividiQg the population, into twM> cjasaes^ a^d ecasioding 
^m from all real political power, ia wroi^^ in. princ^e^ u^ ia 
fraught with possibilities of the grayest consequeni^e«», 

Wherefore your petitioners respectfully, prs^, that tiie "BaBu 
the Yolkaraad may take thes^ grave cuccumotancea into earnest 
consideration^ and, may so alter the law that your petitimiflra 
may, under reasonable conditions, be adrnitted to the fall xif^itm 
of citiiena of this Q^puMiix 
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TRANSLATION 
Of leadiag article from ^Land en Vblk/ 

DlCBMBBlt 5TH, 1895:. 

WoLMARAm' Watch. 

A. IX W. W0LMABAN8 giTOB in the Volk$9tem the f oUowuBgj 
ezpLttnation of hia gdd watoh : (a) The watoh was preeented to 
him fully nine months before the Oonoeesioii was dealt with; 
{b) by a person whose xuime was not mentioned as belonging to 
the applicants lor the OonoesBion ; (e) when asked what it meanti 
the answer was giyen^ it means a proof of friendship ; {d) that at 
tliat time a spider was offered (by some one who was considered hg 
me as one of the Oonoessbn agents), which flpider was refdsed b^ 



The public wiU itsdf be able to judge how far it can be&ve 
Wolmarans in any matter, and specially in such, a case as thia 
In the mean time, we must dedaie the following statements in his 
history to be lying : (a). The watch is not a paltry thing in any 
aense cl the word. It is a gold repeater that cost £76 ; (i) it is a 
delibeiate Ue that the watch was given to Mr. Wolmarans nine 
months before the Silati Oonoession was asked for. 

Now, if the hero of Derdepoort wants to show the public that 
there is a grain of honour in his character, let him say : (a) 
Who was the great boaom friend who out of pure friendship 
gaye him, Wolmarans, a gold watch worth £76. We challenge 
Wolmarana to mention hia name. We also challenge him to 
mention the name ol the person who offered him a spidiar. 
Ho will not dare to do. either of these things. As i^ as sharp 
words and insinnations are concerned^ if they are not applicable 
to the coward himself, them he knows well enough to whom 
they^are applicable. The puUie will alao know this shortly. 
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We dudl take it upon oonelTeB to erpoae one of the thieyes 
shortly (who is now in Zoatpanflberg), and we shall also then 
we hope be able to prove what inflnenoe was exeroiaed upon 
JaUe Kroger and by whom. 

Now, as &r as voting in the Silati Bailway Conoeasion is 
oonoemed, we repeat that he votkd in favoub of rr. 
Wolmarans lies when by lus letter to the public he wishes to 
make it understood that he voted against the Gonoession. It is 
true that he voted against referring the Gonoession to a 
Oommittee. But in Article 919, page 288, of the Minutes of 
1891, it will be found that he voted m favottii of the final 
resolution, whereby the Silati Bailway Gonoession was confirmed. 
There were present on that day twenty-four members, and the 
proposal was accepted by twenty-one against three votes, and 
the three who voted against it, as noted, were PrinsloOi Stoop, 
and De Glerck. Wolmarans has thus voted in favour of it. 
If, then, he was against the Gonoession originally, as he wishes 
it to be believed, what then brought about this change in his 
opinion f Was it not a gold watch f He may possibly oonvinoe 
a fool of the contrary, but no honourable man, this unworthy 
Yolksraad member. What he says about the man who gave him 
a gold watch is also a lie. He was known throughout the 
entire country as the agent for the Silati applicants. 

And this is the man who dares to speak about patriotism 
and treason. Gan anybody commit a greater treason against 
his people and lus nation than to accept a gold watch for his 
vote as Yolksraad member, and then endeavour by all kinds of 
lies to get out of it by endeavouring to make the people beHere 
that he was not influenced by the gold watch, as he voted against 
the Gonoession ; a far-reaching Ue, as we have shown from the 
Minute& The pubUo will now be able to judge for itself what value 
in future to attach to the word of Mr. A. D. W. Wolmarans. He 
wishes to suggest that he was against the Gonoession. Let the 
people for one moment take into consideration his conduct : — (a) 
On Thursday, 21st May, 1891, he voted against referring the 
Gonoession to a Gommittee without giving reasons (page 49, 
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Minutes of 1891). (b) On Monday, 13ih July, 1891, Wolmanns 
fipoke in (he following aenae about the Ooneession : — His burghers 
were against confirming the Ooncession because the Gk>yetnment 
had to guarantee 4 per cent If this was not expunged he would 
▼ote against the concession (page 271 Minutes, 1891). (e) On 
Wednesday, 16th July, 1891, Wolmarans declared : — ^That kb 

THOUGHT THB BAILWAT WAS UNAYOIDABLB, BUT THB CULT 
QUBflTlON HBBB WAS THB 4 FXB CBNT., AND AFTBR HBARIKG THB 
BXPLANATION OF THB MbMBBB FOB StAKDBBTON, THAT THB 

QoYNoasmrr paid nnsBBsr to bb ablb to bxbboisb contbol, hb 
COULD AGBBB TO THB ABTiGLB. (d) On Wednesday, 16th July> 
1891, he Yoted for the final confirmation of the Silati Bailway 
Concession (page 288 Minutes, 1891). 

Wolmarans reoeiyed his watch between the 21st May, 1891, 
and the 16th July, 1891. 

A splendid patriot truly whose honour is not worth more than 
agoldwatdu 
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TRANSVAAL REVEV 

STATEMENT SHOWING THE BEVENUE AND EXFSNDt 



■■vunm. 


iML 


1868. 






Import Dues 


£S19^M 15 10 


£1,684,784 5 


4 


£9110,000 6 


BcDt... ••• ••• ••• 


13,886 17 4 


14,847 19 


7 


14313 @ 


Quit-flento, Ciinent 
Ditto InAiTCtf ... 


17,988 19 6 


19,556 9 


6 


193» « 


4,070 16 6 


6,388 15 


4 


6,475 9 


Traoite Dum 


91,414 8 11 


388,087 13 


8 


850300 • 


Anctkm Dim 


4,867 17 5 


6,734 13 


3 


5306 • 


mJmXBtCB ..• ••• ••• 


180,988 18 11 


134,956 16 


5 


198380 • 


Stamp Dum 


119,346 10 


190,701 8 


3 


195300 1 


FrogpJBcting Ucwea ,^ 
Pienmial xaxest Current... 


148,846 6 10 


498,758 9 


9 


S5O300 € 


9,960 10 


14^804 10 





13310 C 


Ditto InArrear 


1,584 


3,U1 10 





138S C 


Road Tues, Cmrcot ... 


11,548 9 6 


13,017 17 





133SS C 


Ditto InAncar ... 


1,158 17 6 


1376 3 





1308 9 




6,800 17 


9,461 17 





83» • 


Ditto faAmar 


1,606 17 « 


3390 17 


6 


9354 • 


NatiTe Taxes 


78,887 18 8 


74,839 6 


6 


743S8 « 


Fines, te. 


39,858 7 


44,149 15 10 


3Sjm 


Diners* Licenses 

SateoTAmmmiltlon ... 


43,465 4 4 


48,575 6 


9 


46360 C 


18,486 13 7 


10,859 3 


5 


1938ir & 


Market Fees 


4,680 1 


7,441 11 11 


5,105 d 


Pound Fees 


8,843 18 3 


8,683 9 


1 


9,480 


Interest 


804,886 8 8 


155,716 19 


9 


156,188 9 


^wtciai Beccipts ..• •.• 
DlTers do 


885,877 10 


5306 9 


7 


9,686 • 


17337 4 5 


17388 9 18 


103^6 • 


Sale of Government Property 
Postal Department (b- 


11,689 17 1 


9,2^ 14 


4 


i8je 6 










dudingthereodpUof 
TelemiA Department) 


186,579 1 7 


187,685 17 


7 


131300 9 


Education 


1,088 1 9 


8306 6 





9,100 6 


Land Sales 


549 10 10 


503 8 





375 « 


Madilne Stand Uoenses 


798 8 6 


1,069 6 11 


866 « 


snMuM JuKxnses ••• ••. 


38,599 18 7 


47,691 




36.43} 4 


Meases ... ... ••• 


5,555 17 


94,966 11 




16.fl00 6 


Coal Licenses 


1,817 8 


1384 8 




1300 


Pension Fund 


1,474 18 6 


9365 16 




13» 9 


Toll Receipts .^ ... 


18,840 15 


13,155 19 




ll3» • 


Dog Tax 

■xdses 


8,355 8 3 


1313 9 




8310 • 


577 4 


73 16 





600 f 1 


Conooslons and Mlin- 










paclit (Mining Leases) 


• 


88,996 5 11 


81310 0| 


PostCMBoe Savings Bank 


— 


3393 


9 


43» 0; 


War Tax 


_• 


6,940 





7310 Ol 




3,818 18 


4^101 





xm 


Duties on Sale of Dynamite 


. • 


99,643 





86^ 


RecelptB State Printing (MBoe 
SaleolSxploaiyes 


-t 


7348 10 


9 


63X> 8 


_• 


405366 19 





4003» i 


£«.«i7,T«8 




5 


£9,778,411 8 


D^mmHb ... ... 


368,579 13 3 


644,409 19 


6 




Repayment of Loans 


174,804 10 7 


174354 7 


_5^ 




Total Revenue ... £1,799,119 3 10 


993368 9 


5 




Surplus, 31st Dec. 18M ... " 


••• .•• ... 






£5368,181 9 


J[ 









Ainxnom*s Omcx, PfenouA. 

*»--» SU^MAJ^M. 1CMMS 
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THB YEAR 1B95 COMPARED WITH THE YEAR 18M. 



mxrmmi^iTUBM 




1888. 




ixcdSiJaries 


£419,775 IS 10 


£570,047 19 7 


£698,614 17 


fnatooa 


9,761 


3,859 18 


3,866 


Dst of the CoUection of 








Public Revenue ... 


19,58S 14 3 


19,958 16 9 


10,660 


dminlstmtioD of Justice 


90,544 1 9 


37.774 17 9 


34350 




41,575 5 10 


56,800 8 


56,970 


oiq>italg 


39,390 1 6 


55,466 10 8 


73,450 


oace and Prisons 


64,986 18 4 


59,099 19 9 


59,896 


ent 


4,530 15 9 


7,906 13 4 


7,900 


nnsfen 


17,895 9 3 


90,164 13 


99,100 


ostil Dmrtment 


46,716 15 5 


45,904 5 9 


47,757 10 


dcsnuMuc Department... 


49,179 7 


34,834 14 


35,000 


nbfc Works 


960,969 18 11 


353,794 1 


449,050 


ivCTS Services 


163,547 9 


95,978 14 9 


85,051 


wneis* Share in Diggers* 








and Prospecting Li- 








censes, &c 


— t 


910,940 7 11 


150,000 


iterest 


146,637 15 6 


146,505 5 


140,189 11 8 


cpaymcnt of Loans ... 


4,664 3 6 


4,791 19 9 


4,700 


537 13 9 


1,498 1 11 


1,450 


lifita^Seriice "' 


98,158 6 1 


87,306 13 5 


154,470 


Bichase of Fixed Pro- 








ptoal Bzpenses 


75,859 16 11 


135,799 15 


110,000 


330,181 18 10 


905,335 17 7 


169,100 


• 


519,907 9 11 


400,000 


xpenscs in connection 








with Swaiieland ... 


♦ 


19,750 14 6 


45,000 



£1,734,798 9 6 £9,679,095 10 7 £9,690,975 18 8 



ntiidmwn Deposits 



373,533 19 7 
... 176,081 16 11 

Total Expenditure ... £9,984,998 19 9 
mpltts, 31st Dec., 1805 



' Formerly under Bpsoial gx pcn sM. 



575,959 5 10 
870,475 14 1 

£4,195,530 10 6 

1,996,650 19 9 
£5,359,181 9 6 
t rormeiiy under Diven Servioes. 
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MR, LEONARD'S EVIDENCE 

BBFORB THB 

SELECT COMMITTEE 

ON BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA. 

1897. 



MR. LEONARD'S EVIDENCE 

Before the Select Committee on 
British South Africa. 



Ohaibmah. 

7870. Peiliaps jroa will aanrt the Gomniitteey so £ur as 70a 
€m, by limiting the eztsiit of the matter wUch is to be put 
before tiie Oomiiiittee ; but I will ask jmi one question, wbioh I 
ibink win enable yon to state shortly what you have to say in 
eaeh ease. You were, I think, ehairman of what was oalled the 
If aftional Union P— Yes. 

7871. When wete yon elected P— In Deoember 1894. 
7873. Who was the first ebairman P— Mr. John Tudhope. 
7873. Yoo, I think, wete the seoond P — I was the seoond. I 

bad been eonneoted with the union from the date of its formation 
in 1892. 

7^4* You desire to make a statement on Ae position of the 
Uitlanders in the Transvaal ; bat before we go to that, I sheuU 
like yon to tell the Gommittee about what is known of the 
Jameson letter of iuTitation, with speoial regard as to how fsr 
that letter was to be used by Dr. Jameson without further 
lefeNnee to the union ; did you understand that the letter was to 
b#^ used by Dr. Jameson ^thout further reference to the unionf 
«— Absolutely not ; I aay in the most emphatio manner, no. 

7875. Will you give the Gommittee a sketch of the reasons 
urkidi induced you to go to Ospe Town on 86th Deoember, and of 
what took plaoe there at the interriews you had with Mr. 
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Khodes P — Of ooune I can answer Hiat qnefltion, bat I think tike 
Gommittee would get a clearer idea if you would allow me, in 
conneotian with that pointy to state the hiatoiy of my conneotion 
with thia raid, or my first knowledge of the raid, down to the 
end. If I went into the question of what took me to Gape Town 
in December, without stating what bad passed before, I am afraid 
the Oommittee would get an incorrect pictura 

7876. We bave got a certain amount of information as to 
what passed; evidence baa been given by several witneaBes; I 
dare say you are familiar with the evidence whicb bas already 
been given P — Generally, yes ; but I think I may make it more 
dear. In October, 1896, I bad an interview with Mr. 
Bhodes in Gape Town, wbicb was the basis of our subsequent 
action in Johannesburg, and I do not think that the Gommittee 
will get a dear idea, or at least will understand ezactily, what tiie 
reason for my going to Gape Town on the 25th December was 
as fully as they otherwise would do, unless I refer to that 

7877. Will you Idndly shorten your statement as far as you 
can P — ^In October I went to Gape Town with Mr. Liond PbiDipa. 
We bad given up all hope at that time of getting any redress of 
the political situation by constitutional means, and it bad been 
suggested that it was perfectly dear that disturbances would 
break out in Johannesburg sooner or later, that the public won 
getting very ezdted. Practically the thing was developing into 
a race feeling, owing to the indignities put upon the British 
section of the community ; there was not merdy a denial of tbeir 
rights, but a taking away of their rigbts ; and there was a great 
ded of disturbance; and it was felt tiiat it was very muck better 
to organiae any steps which migbt be taken, than to allow them 
aimply to be a failure or turn into a riot. It was suggested that 
Mr. Bhodes was willing to hdp us in this matter; and tbe 
result was an interview between Mr. Bbodes, Mr. Phillips, Mr. 
Hammond, Golonel Skodes, and myself at Gape Town, in Octdier 
1896. I bad a conversation with Mr. Bbodes (I cannot remember 
the exact date in October, but it was somewhere towards Ike 
latter end of October, I think) in Mr. Liond Phillipsi' pr e s en ce; 
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ft&d geoeraUy the outline of what followed was agreed upon. It 
was then agreed that I ahould go away that day and draw up 
what waa called a manifesto, which was to be published through- 
out the South Afrioan States to steady opinion and to show what 
the reason of our action was and what our objects were. I have 
the original of that manifesto here. I think it is important that 
it should be put in. It is the memorandum that is referred to 
in one of the telegrams as the document left with Mr. Steyens. 

7878. You are not referring to the one that appears in the 
Bhie Book? — ^No; this is another document altogether. I 
should like, if I may, to put in the original (producing doeumenf). 
I had discussed with Mr. Rhodes the question of what the attitude 
of Gape Oolony would be in the event of this trouble arising in 
Johannesburg, and he assured me that the feeling was so irritated, 
even among the Dutch population in Gape Oolony, that they 
would welcome a change, and it was in order that the various 
oolonies and states in South Africa dtould know what we were 
driving at that this document was drawn up ; and this document 
forms the basis of my agreement with Mr. Rhodes. ShaU I 
readitP 

7878. I think it is not necessary to read it if you will hand it 
in. (The same teas handed in.)— It contains shortly a statement 
of the grievances and the reasons why we rose, but I think it is 
ftssfflitial to point out this. Perhaps if I were to read one page 
of this document it will show the essential portion. After stating 
what our grievances were, and whatour position was, the manifesto 
goes on : * We want (1) Full representation in the councils of the 
State in proportion to our numbers and vested interests. Being the 
majority of the people we claim to be included in a true government 
of the people by the people for the people. (2) Proper control of 
public moneys and true responsibility to the peopla (3) Absolute 
independence of the courts and the raising of the status of the 
judges. (4) The possession and control of our railways and 
public works. (6) The abolition of monopolies. (6) Free trade 
with the neighbouring states of South Africa in all products 
thereof. (7) A settled policy, which, while guarding the legiti- 

365 



YOunoAb srruAXKSSf in south afbica. 

nate iatereBts of tibe Sooth Airioan BapuUio sedouly, AA 
Ibster the good will of the other South Afiwaa stetoa^ mA 
fltrengthen the bonda of eommeroe and good leeliiig^ betimMa m 
and thorn. (B) Pure adwiiiiirtimtuHL (9) Equal righte lor the 
English and Dutch languages' That ia the otatanent of the 
ob jeota which we had in view. 

788a That states ahordy the maaifesto (hat you pro|N|iedy 
Tesy substantially 

7881. We have heard pretty well the history of the Iran- 
ehise, and I dare say you are fainiliar with the evidence that has 
been given to the Oonunittee on that point; that aao of the 
grievances put forward waa that the Uitlanders wace debaxied 
from the franchise P — ^Yes ; it was the main grievance natwaE^* 
We Mt that if we had repiesentation we would be able to 
protect our interests, but I want to say cbarly here the greatest 
grievance we felt was this. It has been suggested^ I think Usu 
Schreiner has said, that patience and conciliation would have 
brought all right I want to state here that we had tried that 
for eight or nine years, and it was not a case of the Tranavaal 
being in a backward condition, but it had deliberately gone hiik 
from nineteenth-century civilisation to seventeenth-centory civil- 
isation ; in othw words, we had deliberately settled in thia oountiy 
and tried to develop it by industry and capital unvested these and 
made our homes there ; and then they took away oar righta Mafa 
fide; that is our case. 

7882. It has been aamted that the new-oosaan did not 
desire to take part in the afEairs of the oountiy ; I gather Smm 
what yoi^ say that you do not agree with tihat view P— Abeclutefy 
not If that suggestion arises or is siqyosed to arise out d Mr. 
Phillips' evidence, I can only say that we weie very jmiSj 
angerec^ I thinks at the capitalists' view of the things The 
people up to 1892 had lived in the hope that the Govenmsftt 
would change, and that things would come right : but in 1888 
the Second Yolksraad had proved what it was really tntewdedl to 
be, I believe, the veriest dbam under the sun.; and in 1802 the 
people formed the National Union, and so far fnmi their uiot 
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wmtiiig pofituMliq^tBoviiofr wasting to take » psr^ I9i» peopto 
woe Mkd^wawumamnaA mort wtfamiMtieany detemitodt 
in their desire for politioal equality onftdv Uhea 

78S3C I take it, yon umild say tkat thab ftsel&ig rather grew 
Hum dimariahwl^—ggeni Maa it was staadily orgamaed^ and kae 
been ocnutantly growing skwe ; purely oonatitational' in tile fii«# 
matanee^ andonhninating in 1806 in uaconatitirtioBal aetioB. 

7884. Had tiie aaihray ezteoaioQ from tke 6bpe to the 
Transvaal anything to do with the development of that feellagP 
-rJDp to 1890 FteflideBt Kxogar wa^ abaolnt^y opposed to the 
oosstrnotion of any ndtway eonneetmg na wiA the Bvitidh 
CUoniea. Hb wanted a laihray to eonneet FwtoriA and Johan«» 
Boahmrg with Selagoa Bay, whibh is not under Britiah inftuenea 
In 1800 there waa a g^ve danger of lamine in Johimneshurg. 
The priaa of ereaything waa eaihauefld very much, and the dahys 
in getting mining maohiaery, and aU aorta of things, were very 
irritating; and in 1890 a faaxina had nearly come about i^ 
Johannesburg; psacticalty there wua a great want of feedc 

78819L Just to make your point ohar» would yon tell na the 
neanst aailway whioh then existed from the Gape to Pretoria i^— 
The railway had been eiatanded through Ospe Cbkny by Ospe 
Colony, and by anangemant with the Orange Fxee Stata, I thinki 
aa fsir as BkemfantauL at that time. Theiie was a gaip of uik 
ooverod land batwnen Blownfontain and Johannesburg and Pv^ 
toria, and FrsaJdent Emger was opposed to the extension ol thai 
line. He used all his inftnaaee to oppose eren the extansiiin of 
the railway through the Qiange Free State from Bloemfontein to 
the Yaal Biver, and wioold not eonsent to the extension from the 
Yaal Biver northwards until he had got the Delagoa Bay BaHway 
complete. 

7886. Th«a\ as a matter of fttet^ waa the raflway from 
Bretoria to Pehgoa Bay oomplated bsiore the oonnection waa 
made between the Gape Bailway and the Transvaal P—No^ the 
pressure of public opinion in 1890 was so great that Preaident 
Kruger changed his polioy. The railway was extended from 
Bloemiontein northwards to Johannesburg and Pretoaa, and we 
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liad nflway ^xnmeotum with the Oape ports probaUjr two or three 
years before ike oonnectioii was opened between Ddagoa Bay and 
Johannesburg and Ptetoxia 

7887. There was a section of the Boers^ was there not^ 
laTonraUe to the claims of the UitlanderP — ^More or less layour- 
able, yes; that is to say, they did not go as far as we thought 
they should go, but if their views had been tiie dominant Tiew% if 
they had been in the majorilyy we should never have had any 
troable. 

7888. Did they take any steps to give effieot to their viewsP 
—On eaeh oooasion when the franohiBe debates came iip» u^ 
other matters, such as taauition by custom duties^ and so on, thero 
was always a minority of six or seven or eight I cannot define 
the nnmber exactly at the moment on the different debates, but 
there was always a minorily of some six or seven in favovr of a 
liberal goveinment headed by men like Mr. Lucas Meyer, Mr. 
Jeppe, Mr. Maiais, and Mr. Jagers. 

7889. Would yon say that any other influmces were bioaght 
to bear upon the Transvaal Goveinment to resist the claims of 
the Uitlanders P— The President himself, I am absdutdy con* 
vinced, had such a deadly hostilily to everything English that he 
was the^bfM et origo of the whole business; I am perfectly certain 
if I gave the history of the franchise legislation that would be 
incontestable. The extreme Boers were of the same mind with 
him, and behind them he had Continental influenees which, from 
self-interest akme, apart from race hatred, drove them to foment 
every discord that could exist, or could be thought to exist, 
between the Uitlanders and the governing authority in the 
TransvaaL 

Mr. Laboughbxb. 

7890. Is this President Kruger you are referring to P— I am 
speaking of the Hollanders prinoipdly ; the Hollanders and one 
Oerman at least 

Ohaibman. 

7891. From the period you mention, in 1890 to 1895, 1 take 
it, there was a constant effort on the part of the Uitlanders ta 
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obtain redress for what they deemed to be their grieyanoesP — 
There were repeated endeayours. In 1892 resolutionB were passed 
unanimously by a meeting at which I should think at least 3000 
respectable men were present, of all classes^ excluding the capi- 
talists ; at that meeting, in fact, one of the bitter cries was that the 
capitalist stood out and left the middlemen and the working men 
to fight the battle for freedom. 

7892. It has been suggested, as you know, that the revolt 
lather had its origin in some sordid object or motive; do you 
agree with that suggestion ? — ^I can scarcely find language strong 
enough to repudiate such a statement. The capitalists joined 
what had been a popular movement ever since the people began to 
think about politics. I say the capitalists joined it, and the thing 
was hastened by their action and their adhesion ; but to say that 
this thing was the work of capitalists is absurd so far as Johan- 
nesburg is concerned. 

7893. Tou would say that the movement was not mainly, or 
even largely, the result of what is called the financial element P — 
The financial element, I am satisfied, had absolutely nothing to do 
with it The financial support and adhesion of capitalists made a 
revolution possible, for this simple reason. If you will allow me, 
I would like to explain why we eventually went in with them at 
all ; we were an unorganized and unarmed lot of men in Johannes- 
burg. Without very infiuential aid from Gape Oolony we could 
not hope to obtain arms or ammunition through the ports, and we 
could not send the hat round in Johannesburg for subscriptions to 
buy arms ; it was absolutely necessary that somebody should put 
down a big sum or big sums of money for the purpose, and that is 
one of the main reasons why I accepted the assirtance of the 
capitalists in the matter. 

7894. Had the National Union the support and approval of 
all sections of the XJitlanders in Johannesburg? — ^Yes, I think it 
was one of the most representative bodies ever known in the 
country ; all classes, workmen, professional men, mechanics, shop- 
keepers, and all sorts. Up to 1896 no capitalist was ever seen on 
our platform, iudeed that was one of our grievances ; Mr. Advo- 

369 BB 



POLITICAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFBIOA. 

cate Wesaels described them as akulking round the street oomers 
in Johannesburg instead of helping us in the fight for liberty. 

7895. You have told us that they did ultimately give you 
some assistance? — ^Yes, the capitalists had supported Presidflnt 
Kruger in his election in 1893, and they had hoped that he 
would bring things right in time ; their interests were so large 
that they did not want to risk a revolution if it was to be avoided, 
and I am satisfied from my talk with them at the time that the 
reason why they went in was that they were satisfied absolutely 
that there was no hope of getting reform in the ordinary way, 
that the condition was intolerable, that the great mass of the peojde 
felt the condition was intolerable, and that there was grave danger 
of riot and the destruction of things and &ilure. They then de- 
cided, I thinky to join us, in order that the movement shoold 
be an organized one, with a hope of succesa 

7896. Would you say that they joined you rather on your 
invitation or that they sought to join you P — It is a little difficult 
to define it exactly. There is a significant note at the foot of the 
original document, the manifesto which I have handed in. The 
document is in my handwriting, and it contains interlineations by 
Mr. John Hays Hammpnd and Mr. Lionel Phillips ; and there is a 
separate footnote here in Mr. Phillips' handwriting : ' To be issued 
by National Union. National Union to be re-enforced by recruits 
from moneyed classes first' 

7897. Do you wish to say anything upon the subject of c<Hn- 
mandeering P — I was not in Johannesburg in 1894, but I know the 
very great dissatisfaction that there was. The Transvaal Gk>vem- 
ment had legislated away practically all hope of our ever getting 
the franchise. They then made a little war with the native chie^ 
Malaboch, and wretched tribes like that, and they claimed the 
right to commandeer British subjects to go and wage these wars ; 
they were little squabbles which the EngUsh section I do not believe 
would ever have brought about ; speaking here deliberately, I say 
I think they were brought about by the oppression of the nativea 

7898. You were not in Johannesburg, you say, at the timeP 
— ^No, but I know the history of it very well. 
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7899. — ^You oannot speak from personal knowledge P — ^No, but 
I know there was a great deal of dissatis&ction. I wish to state 
this, the Uitlanders had no objection to fighting. The Boers 
often tried to make oat that we refused to fight, and yet wanted 
the franchise. My statement of the case is, that we said we 
objected to be driven to fight in a war that we had no voice in the 
making of. We said give ns the franchise, and give us equality 
of rights, and we will take equality of obligation. 

7900. We have had some figures with regard to the popula- 
tion of the Uitlanders and the burgher population ; perhaps if you 
have seen these figures, you will be able to confirm them as being 
pretty accurate P — I do not recall the figures quite, but perhaps I 
might be allowed to state my own figures in the absence of 
absolutely accurate statistics. 

7901. Will you do so P— The official Hand Book of the 
Transvaal (I am dealing with males only, it is the only way I 
can get at it) gives the number of the men, the men liable to 
military service, as 25,000. 

Mr. John Eixis. 

7902. What date is thatP — 1896. I have not seen the 
Hand Book since that. That is the number which is taken from 
the field-comef s list. The field-comet is the ward officer, whose 
duty it Ib to keep a list of all men liable to service, really all the 
men in his district. These lists include a very large number of 
Uitlanders ; my own name, for instance, is on one of those lists, and 
I am satisfied that the male Boer population, the burgher popu- 
lation, at the outside, does not exceed 20,000 men. I believe the 
TJitlander male population is at least 60,000 men, but of course 
not all in Johannesburg. 

Chairman. 

7903. Gould you make any estimate of the ages of the men 
respectively in those two classes P— The Johannesburg men are, as 
a rule, men in the prime of life. 

7904. When you say the Johannesburg men, you are speaking 
of the Uitlanders P — ^Yes, the Uitlanders as they call them. There 
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are rery few old men amongst them ; I would say they are mm 
ranging from twenty to fifty. There is a very large amonnt of 
lamily life in Johannesburg, but the children i|re mostly yomig 
still ; I am speaking of men that are about in business^ and that 
sort of thing. 

7905. In giving the figure 50,000, you refer to the men, 
roughly, say, between twenty and fifty years of age P — ^Yes ; not 
all congregated in Johannesburg, but in the difieient gold centres 
and towns in the TransvaaL 

7906. Would the 25,000 burghers you spoke of range between 
the same agesP — ^The field-comets' lists include everybody from 
the age of sixteen upwards. When a Transvaal burgher's son 
becomes of the age of sixteen, he is liable to miUtary service, and 
his name is enrolled on the list 

Mb. BiGHAic 

7907. And he gets a vote P — He gets a vote. 

Ohairman. 

7908. Have you anything to say upon the proportionate 
holdings of property between the two classes you refer to P — ^Yes; 
I should like to say something upon that, because it is an elenient 
that enters into the equity of our case very largely* I thing I 
can state with every confidence that I am approximately accurate 
in saying that the Uithuider holds on^half of the registered land 
in the country. The country consists of properly which is held 
i^der grant f^nn the Government, and what would be known as 
Crown lands. State lands, land which has never become the subject 
of title ; excluding that which we say the Government holds in 
trust for the general body of the people, the Uitlander holds at 
least one-half of the land which has been the subject of grant I 
know that the Government have issued ofEcial lists which would 
show the contrary, but I believe I am absolutely justified in 
making the statement I do from my own knowledge. Before 
passing from that point I wish to add also that we own the whole 
of the mining property. All the industry and all the conmierce of 
the country is carried on by the Uitlanders. So that^ broadfy, I 
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Wonld say the TJitlaiiders hold at least nine-tenths of the total 
aggregate property in the country. 

7909. We have heard something about the revenue and ex- 
penditure in the Transvaal I dare say you have seen the figures 
which have been put forward, comparing the revenue at one 
period with the revenue at a more recent period ; and the same 
with the expenditure P — ^Yes. 

791a Have you anything you wish to add on that subject P 
— ^I cannot say I am quite seueed with a knowledge of the figures 
which have been given. I could give figures. 

7911. I dare say you have them in your mind quite clearly 
enough P — ^The revenue before the gold discovery or development, 
I think, may be fairly stated as not more than £160,000. 

Mr. Bvdmbt Buxton. 

7912. Have we not got all this in the evidence P — ^I will be 
very brief about it if you will allow me to give the figures. 

Ohatrman. 

7913. Tou say the revenue before the gold discoveries was 
about £150,000 a yearP — ^Yes, and the revenue last year was 
between £4,000,000 and £5,000,000. The expenditure has gone 
up by leaps and bounds, as you see by reference to their own 
statements. I do not know whether the Oommittee have got those 
statements. 

7914. Yes, we have got the last one P— For 1896 P 

7915. Yes. — I have a comparative statement for 1894~95, 
too. Our case is this, that the country could be governed better 
than it is governed now for a million and a half a year ; that un- 
necessary taxation is exacted from us ; that we bear almost the 
whole burden of taxation, and that money is spent in objects 
which are wholly imnecessary, and wastefuUy. 

7916. Is there any truth in the suggestion that the Legis- 
lature has interfered with private rights : I mean especially in 
cases 9ub/udiee f — ^That has has been one of the gravest grievances 
that the XJitlander has felt, because he had absolutely no guardian 
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for his rights bat the High Oonrt ; and the Legislatiire interfered 
on several occasions ; I will mention cases. In the case of Doma, 
after sommons was issued claiming a declaration that Doms was 
entitled to twenty-tour farms, the Yolksraad passed a resolntion 
declaring that Doms had no right of action (I am giving the sub- 
stance of it), and this resolution was sent to the State Attorney, 
who pleaded it in the court, and the plaintiff was ousted from Us 
rights. In the case of MacOorquodale, a similar thing happened ; 
a large amount of land was in question there. In the case of 
Williams r. The Geldenhuis Estate Company, the Yolksraad, 
pendente Kte, passed a resolution defining the clause in the Gkdd 
Law, which was the subject of the action on which the plaintiff's 
case was based. 

Mr. Stdkbt Buxton. 

7917. What date was that P — ^I will not be absolutely certain, 
but I think it was in 1893. About the same time there was a esse 
of a proclamation also by the United Langlaagte Company, whidh 
the court set aside as an interference with the court's privileges. 
In the cyanide case the mining companies had brought an action 
in which they had spent £30,000 to have certain cyanide patents 
declared invalid. While this action was pending the Yolksraad 
entertained two petitions for an alteration in the patent laws, and 
ihey were only lost in one case by 12 to 11, 1 think, and in the 
other case by the casting vote of ^e chairman, and the effect of 
both those petitions would have been to oust the plaintiff in that 
action. Then there is the last case, the Brown case, which arose 
in 1895, referred to in that document which I signed in December 
1895, which is published in Blue Book 7933. The result of these 
proceedings was to create such a profound feeling of insecurity 
that men felt they never knew what was going to happen next. 
The court was the sole guardian of their rights, and if the court 
was to be interfered with they felt that there was absolutely no 
security for anything, person or property. Before I pass from 
that court question I would like to add this, because what I feel 
to-day is that I have got to put before the Committee a picture of 
the condition of things that moved men to action in 1895. I do 
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not want to waste any time at all, but I think it is only fair that 
I should be allowed to put that before the Oommittee. In eon- 
nection with this courts question I would like to be allowed to put 
one dooument in. I will tell you what it is. In 1894, apart from 
these constant interferences, the Government introduced, and the 
Legislature contemplated passing, a law which would have had the 
effect of making the courts subordinate to the Executive Govern- 
ment. By the constitution, as it was, the courts were independent. 
One of the broad efEects, or one of the broad statements in these 
proposed changes was that the courts should be free only in the 
act of giving judgment. The Chief Justice of the Transvaal made 
a speech or rather gave an address, for it was not a speech, at Bus- 
tenburg, which I diink it is highly important for this Committee 
to have before them. I would like to put in an extract from that 
address. {Producing the Mm$.) 

Ohaibman. 

7918. Can you tell us shortly what it isP — This is a public 
statement made by the Chief Justice of the South African 
Bepublic, which attracted great attention. 

7919. If you will be good enough to put it in, we shall have 
it before us. (The eame teas handed in.) Will you say what it is, 
ao we may have it on the Notes P — ^It is an address by the Chief 
Justice in October 1894 on the proposed alteration of the Consti- 
tution, especially in relation to the status of the courts. 

792a Were those alterations carried out P — No ; there was a 
great outcry, and they were not carried out. But it shows the in- 
tention of the Government right through ; that is the point I 
want to make. 

792 1. Have you any tlung to say with regard to the municipal 
government of Johannesburg P — ^Yes ; the municipal government 
was unsatisfactory in many ways. The people's representatives 
could not enter upon an expenditure exceeding £150 without the 
consent of the Government; a Government nominee practically 
sat over them ; a knowledge of Dutch was necessary (we lost a 
oonple of our best members for the town because they could not 
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understand Dutbh) ; there was a very great sense of gtievaooej 
owing to the town not being able to raise an adequate loan to 
make streets and Tarions numicipal things ; and the public healtb 
suffered yery mnoh| owing to the prevalence oi dust and insanitary 
conditions. But the Government was always steadily opposed to 
grant anything like what we know as full municipal powers; they 
were afraid of creating an imperium in itnperio. 

7922. Has the municipal authority of Johannesburg power to 
raise loans independently of the Qovemment F — ^No. 

7923. Is diere^ as a matter of &ct^ a municipal debtP-^ 
There is a municipal debt ; a quite inconsiderable debt^ I believe. 

7924. That is raised, I presume, with the sanction cf die 
OovemmentP — ^With a sanction of the Government and &e 
sanction of the ratepayers. 

7925. But the security, I presome, is the security of &e 
municipality P — The security of the town property, of the rate- 
payers. 

7926. That is to say, there is no Qovemment security at the 
back of itP — ^No, the municipal law has been altered during the 
last twelve months, and I think very much for the worse, because 
where, as formerly, whatever the other limitations of the sanitary 
committee were, tliere was no provision requiring that these mA 
should be burghers ; to-day the law requires that there shall not 
be more than twenty-four members of the sanitary oommittee of 
the municipality, of whom one-half at least shall be burghers; 
the chairman is appointed by the Government, paid by the 
Gh)vemment, removable by the Government, and he has a easting 
vote on all matters. Twelve of the members of the sanitary com* 
mittee therefore have to be burghers. There are no burghers 
in Johannesburg except a few hundred men livixig in the outskirts 
of the town, of the very lowest class. They are, in fact^ the 
men that send, and have sent regularly, the one member for 
Johannesburg to the Yolksraad. Those are the men from whom 
twelve out of the twenty-four members would have to be ohosenu 
They have the power to raise loans, but subject to the approval of 
the Government. 
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7927. Would you tell us wlietlier the police are under ih* 
mimioipal authority or uiider the State? — ^I believe the muiti* 
oipaHty now has the power to appoint the municipal pdioe, only 
that ia it subordinate section of the police. The general police 
force is under the Gtovemmoit. 

7928. May we take it that that is adequate for the protection 
of the municipality P — There haye been the gravest possible com*' 
plaints about the police force. Otnne has gone undetected over 
and over again. One regulation was that no man who was not 
a burgher or a naturalised burgher as they call them, was qualified 
for appointment to the force, and these Transvaal burghers knew 
very little about tiie wilds of Whitechapel or Berlin. We were 
absolutely in the hands of those men. 

7929. Would you say that the police force is inadequate in 
number, or inefficient in quality f — ^It is inadequate in number, I 
think, and also so in quality and efficiency. We have had the 
most glaring murders and oAer crimes committed there without 
the hope of detection. 

7930. I tiiink you hold the view that a certain amount of 
laxity prevails in the administration of the Government P--*Yes. 

7931. Have you any facts within your own knowledge re- 
lating to that which you could state to the Committee P — Well, 
there is laxity and public immorality, I might call it. I would 
take such cases as are cited in that document of December, 1895, 
which angered the public What could become of the Civil 
Service when such things Were allowed as the Smit case or the 
Btiemens caseP Smiths case, shortly, was this. He was the head 
of an important district, the En:^ger8dorp mining district. Hd 
disappeared from his office, and was away three or four months \ 
he had got a week's leave when he left His locum tenen$ took 
over his official cash, and among the cash was Smiths own cheque 
lor £150. This cheque was dishonoured on being presented to the 
bank. Smit remained away, and after three or four months he 
came back again. He was in the meantime openly charged with 
being a thief in a Dutch newspaper, and in an English weekfy 
newspaper. He has never dared to l»ing, or at any rate has not 
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brouglity an action to dear himself, and the Gkireniment has not 
called upon him to dear himself. He is now in the Goyenunent 
service as the head of an important district, Elerksdoip ; he is die 
mining commissioner there. Stiemens' case was a case in which 
Stiemens, senior, had apjdied for a pension that had been lefosed 
to him. Then he was put np to ask for a grant of some land near 
Johannesburg. 

Mr. Labauehere.] I would ask whether all these cases do 
not open a veiy wide fidd, not only for cross^-ezamination, but 
for rebutting evidence. 

Mr. Secretary Chamberlain.'] We have given the fullest 
Uoense to witnesses on the other side, surdy this witness may 
be allowed to give his evidence. It does not appear to be 
likely to be long. 

Mr. Labauehere.'] Has the Committee any objection to 
my calling a number of witnesses whom I am prepared to put 
in to rebut this evidence? I do not want to do so if I can 
avoid it, but this evidence opens a wide fidd. 

Mr. Secretary ChaimberJain.] The Committee wiU con- 
sider that when the witnesses are proposed. 

Mr. EUis.] If this evidence is nearly at an end I will not 
take the objection I was about to taka 

Chairman. 

7932. My question was in order to afford you an opportunity 
to give the cases within your own personal knowledge, and I 
understand the two or three cases you have mentioned illustrate 
what you wish to give as your evidence on this point P — Yes, the 
case I was mentioning was a matter which was before the High 
Court ; it is on public record. 

7933* ^ou l^iave not told us, I think, what passed at the 
interviews with Mr. Bhodes in December, about which I adced 
in a previous question. I dare say it was my fault, but in giving 
us a short history, as you did, of your conversations with Mr. 
Bhodes, I do not think you carried it down to the point I put in 
my question since. I think you went to Cape Town on the 
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26th Deoember, did you notP — ^Yes, I was sent sway on the 
night of the 26th. 

Mb. John Ellis. 

7934. It is in evidanoe that yon got to Cape Town on 
Satorday, the 28th P — ^Yes, I got to Cape Town on Satorday, 
the 28di, but there is a thousand miles between Johannesburg 
and Ci^ Town. 

Chairman. 

7935. Could you tell the Committee what took place at that 
interview ; what was the subject of your conversation P — ^I think 
it is neoessaiy to state what the Johannesburg people were going 
in for this revolution for. 

7936. Will you do so P — ^They wanted reform ; they wanted 
a new constitution. That was the feeling ; it was the feeling that 
it was only right and only possible to do that ; I mean there was 
no desire to hoist the Union Jack, to put it plainly. It was a 
solemn compact with Mr. Bhodes that that was the basis of our 
action ; and on the 26th December, — I will tell you exactly what 
happened. Mr. George Farrar came to me at 7 o'clock in the 
morning, and he was veiy much disturbed. He said to me, ' I 
hear, if Jameson comes in, he is going to hoist the Tlnion Jack.' 
He said, ' I have induced eveiy man who has joined me, and who 
is helping me in this business, to go in on the basis that we want 
a reformed republic' I remember his very words were : * This is 
the Boer country; it would be absolutely morally wrong to do 
anything else, and I will not go a yard further in this business 
unless that basis is maintained.' I had never heard any question 
about a doubt as to the basis before, and I was astonished. I 
asked him where the news came from, but I could not get to learn 
from him where it came from ; it seemed to be in the air some- 
how (I knew later in the day where it came from). I scouted the 
whole thing, and told him not to be distressed, and told him of 
this document which I have put in to-day. I told him of my 
conversation with Mr. Rhodes, and said I did not believe there 
was the slightest reason for his distress. He went away satisfied. 
Later in the day, about half -past eleven, I went to the club, and 
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there I met an American, Oaptaan Mein, and he started the aamo 
thing. SGLb words were : ' If this is a case of Enghind gobbling 
this ooantry up, I am not in it ; otheirwiae I am up to my neck in 
it/ I tried to soothe him. I could not find out where it came 
from* However, I did not take any fntther notice of it. I haA 
some friends to lunch, and about a quarter to three, or three 
o'clock, as I was sitting at table, I got a message to come to a 
meeting. When I went down to this meeting at Colonel Bhodes* 
house I met assembled there practically the whole of the men who 
knew anything about this business at the time. They had unani- 
mously passed a resolution affirming that they would not ctmaeni 
to any such action on the part of Jameson if he came in ; that 
they deemed themselyes bound to the men who were behind 
them, and who were following them, and that the thing must be 
set straight. They had passed that resolution when I got thersL 
I only got up and said I could not agree to the alteration of the 
basis, supposing it had been made; that it would be morally 
wrong in trying to steal the Boer country, and that we were 
morally right in going for reform. I sat down ; and they then 
decided to send me to Cape Town to get this matter cleared up. 
I saw at once what would happen. I saw in the room in a 
minute what was going to happen outside: dissension and disunion 
at the very eve of action. I went to Cape Town to get this thing 
authoritatively settled. When I got to Cape Town I told Mr. 
Bhodes what had happened, and he gave me assurances that the 
basis had not been altered. Mr. Hamilton was with me, and a 
telegram was sent from us. That telegram has never been 
published, but there was a telegram ; I have not a copy of it, but 
I know the contents of it generally. It was sent from us to 
Johannesburg, saying that Mr. Bhodes had given us satisfaotoiy 
assurances, but that a new departure absolutely was necessaiy ; 
that they were to continue their preparations quietly and without 
any sort of hurry (by which we meant that the arms whidi were 
then dribbling into Johannesburg should be put in central plscea 
and be ready for use in case we should want them), and that 
Br. Jameson had been advised accordingly. On the evening of 
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ih» Satardsy* by arrangement, we met Mr. Khodas again at his 
boose, and tbei^, I belieTe, ahnost at tbe instanee of Mr. Bbodea, 
ijt was finally agreed that there was to be no OTert action then. I 
bad pointed out to Mr.Bhodes the absolute absurdity of Johannes- 
burg going into an armed revolution at a time when they had not 
got a. thpupand rifles in the place. One of the bases of our action 
was that we should rush Pretoria Arsenal, take the Boer artillery 
away from them, and arm ourselves from their arsenal; we 
expected to get eight or ten thousand rifles from there, and we 
If ere to get 4500 rifles from Cape Town and a million rounds of 
ammunition and three Maxims. At the time I left Johannesburg 
we were absolutely unprepared for a revolution. It was not our 
j|^ult that the arms had not reached us. I pointed out to Mr. 
Bhodes that everything was misfitting. Success could only come 
if everything dovetailed. We had to strike in Johannesburg 
and to strike in Pretoria on the same night, and Jameson was 
to come in from the west. There was disunion in the town itself ; 
we could not organize the men in the town. But the question of 
the arms was the nuun thing ; we had not got the arms that had 
been promised ; as a matter of &ct, I believe out of the 2500 rifles 
eventually 1500 reached Johannesburg on the Tuesday after 
Jameson had crossed the border. The final arrangement with 
Mr. Bhodes was this. He said : * I will keep Jameson six months 
or nine months, or longer, on the border as a moral support to 
you. We will get these arms in to put you on a more level basus 
with the Boers. Go on with your meeting on the 6th January, 
and await the development of events.' That having been so» all 
that was required of me was to be back in Johannesburg in time 
for the 6th of January. On Monday afternoon, about midday, I 
got a message from Mr. Bhodes saying he wanted to see me; 
Mr. Hamilton and I were there : we were going to Johannesburg 
that night 

7937. This was on the Monday P — Yes, on the Monday was 
the first we heard of Jameson having crossed the border. 

7938. That was the first you knew of it ? — ^Yes, that was the 
first we knew of it. 
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7939. It had been arranged, or rather you understood from 
Mr. Khodes that it was his intention to keep Dr. Jameeon on the 
border six or nine months, if necessary P — Yes, that was the final 
agreement on the night of Saturday, the 28th of December. 
Johannesburg was utterly unprepared to go on; the Boers had 
got on guard, and it would have been very, yeiy risky, if not 
impossible, to carry out our plain to seize the arsenal and ann 
ourselves ; and, as I say, we had not got the arms that had been 
promised us. 

7940. Did you return to Johannesburg? — On the Monday I 
said I was going off there that same night at once ; I had got my 
railway ticket in my pocket, and Mr. Rhodes implored me to stay 
and help him. Mr. Hamilton and I considered after we had 
heard what he said that he was right. He pointed out that we 
could not possibly reach Johannesburg until Thursday morning ; 
that we would be of the greatest possible assistance at Cape Town 
at that stage ; and he implored us, almost on his bended knees, to 
stop there and help him ; and I deemed it my duty to stay there, 
and did stay there, until the Friday evening. On the Friday I 
started to get back to Johannesburg. On the way I got a 
telegram from a Mr. Stewart, the editor of a newspaper, saying 
that things were very critical, and that the Boers were in posses- 
sion of the bridge. 

7941. Was that a telegram from Johannesburg P — No^ from 
Gape Town, saying that the position of things was very critical, 
and was becoming more critical eveiy minute ; that the Boers had 
taken possession of the bridge on the railway at Yereeniging, and 
were examining every passenger, and had made five arrests 
already. I went on to Victoria West, which is a conple of 
hundred miles further. At Victoria West T got a telegram from 
a friend of mine who had begged me to be guided by him on my 
northward journey, and had given me his solemn word that he 
would not interfere with me unless it was hopeless for me to get 
through the Boer lines. I got a telegram from him telling me to 
stop. I hesitated as to what I should do, but I thought to myself 
it is only a matter of the next train, he will telegraph to the 
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station; he has given me his solemn pledge not to interfere 
unless it is hopeless for me to get through : I had better stay. 
The next news I got was a telegram from the same man to this 
effect: 'Gome back; passports have been established in Free 
State ; Boers are on the line and are looking out for you, and you 
will never get there.' At the station the news that reached me 
was that Sir Hercules Robinson had been grossly insulted by the 
Boers on his arrival at Pretoria ; that he had broken off diplo- 
matic relations, that he was on the way down, and the Black 
Watch was on the way up. And further that a letter had been 
found on the battlefield signed by so-and-so, and the contents 
would be given. TTnder those circumstances I returned to Gape 
Town, as I deemed it hopeless to get through the lines ; and I am 
satisfied, from information now, that I would never have got 
through. I had no passport, among other things, and could not 
get through the Free State ; the Free State was in arms in aid of 
the Transvaal I had therefore got to travel through a hostQe 
territory for 800 miles, and then run into the net at this 
railway bridge, which was in the hands of these infuriated 
people. 

7942. Then you returned to Gape TownP — ^I returned to 
Cape Town. 

7943. EEave you anything further you wish to addP — ^I do 
not know if the Gonmiittee is satisfied, or whether the evidence 
before them is sufficient as to the general condition of things in 
Johannesburg, the sense of indignity under which Englishmen 
were labouring there, and the danger to their material interests. 
This was not a capitalist business ; I would not have touched the 
thing for a capitalist. I had no dislike for the Boers; I am 
South African bom, and I had lived amongst them all my life ; 
and had more than a friendly feeling towards them. I say that I 
and other men like me were driven into revolt by the deliberate 
destruction of our rights by the makdmimstration, by the general 
sense of hostility, and the conferring upon Gontinental people 
concessions and powers which gave them almost complete control 
of our destinies. 
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Sni Hbhbt Gakpbxll-Bannbehan, 

7944. By Ctontinental people 7011 ateanEuFopeaiiBP — Oemans 
and HoUftodera* Those people were egging on Ae Been to 
mediodB of legiflhtion aboolntely unknown to onr people. The 
Boer idea of gOTernment waa fair enough ; it waa perfeody Ubenl 
nntil after we got in, and then they altered it. Take the Preaa 
Law, the Alien Expnlnon Law, and the Alien ImmigratioQ Law. 
These laws are said to be the outoome of the Jameson raid, bnt it 
is not so. The press has been threatened sinoe 1898. They 
passed an Act in 1893 whioh Tirtnally tried to destroy the plea of 
jnstifieation, and that intention was only upset by the bad diaft- 
manship of the dause in 1894; the Hollander newspi^wr, the 
VoOsaiiem, aotoally poUished a draft law for the expnldon of 
aliens without trial ahnost in the same terms as that on the 
statute-book in 1896. That law was iqpproTed in principle in 
1895, long before the Jameson raid, and is mentioned in tlia 
manifesto of 1896. We felt there waa no seourily far liberty at 
all ; we had no jury trial amongst oursdves ; we had no repre- 
sentation and no protection of our interests ; and even the ooorts, 
the sole bulwark of our liberties, were being threatened at evety 
torn ; and it was regarded as a disgrace to be an Knglishman. 

Ohaibman. 

7945. Just let me try to get this dear, as I am not quite sure 
that we haye got it clearly upon the Notes. With regard to 
Dr. Jameson crossing the border, I gather from you that yon 
emphatically stated that your opinion of the letter given by your 
Union, and by those who signed the letter to Dr. Jameson, waa 
that he was not to act upon it without further oonmiunicatian 
with youP — Certainly. The letter was giyen to him, aa I found 
out afterwards, at his request He came to Johannesbu^, and 
got the letter from our hands in NoTember, 1896. The origin of 
the letter is this, so far as I was concerned. On my return from 
Oape Town in October, 1895, with Mr. Phillq>s, he said to me, 
* You know, I think we will have to give Jameson a letter ' 
(evidentiy it had been talked about between him and somebody 
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«Iae)y ' and I tlunk you should sign the letter as chairman of the 
Kational TTnioii.' I objected most strenuously. I said I could 
not see the necessity for giving Dr. Jameson a letter at all ; we 
were oo-eonspiratorsy if he liked to call it so, but I did not see 
why Jameson should hare a letter. I said that I certainly could 
not giye him a letter sigiied by me as chairman of the National 
Union, because I had no mandate from the National Union for 
such action. I dismissed the thing, and refused absolutely to 
sign. However, he returned to the charge in private conversation 
repeatedly, and eventually I gave way, and said, 'If you men 
will sign the letter, I wiU sign it as an individual with you.' 
Jameson came up in November, 1895, and that letter was given to 
him for the simple alleged reason that it would be required to 
justify him with the Chartered Company's directors afterwards, 
and under solemn pledge that it was not to be used for any other 
purpose. The letter had really nothing to do with his coming in ; 
it was an anticipatory thing given at his request to be a justifica** 
tion afterwards ; but the arrangements for his coming were sub- 
ordinate altogether, and entirely distiQct. 

7946. You say they were subordinate P— I mean the letter 
had absolutely nothing to do really with the arrangemento for his 
coming in. 

7947. Then the news you received on the Monday that he 
had gone in was to you a great surpriseP — ^It staggeied me, of 
eonrsa I knew he had wrecked everything at onca 

Sir Hemrt Campbell-Bahnebman. 

7948. Had you anything to do with the military preparations, 
if I may call them so, in Johannesburg P — ^No. You mean as 
regards the military control of the proposed revolution P 

7949. Yes. — They were vested in Colonel Rhodes and a 
military committee. I had nothing to do with them except that 
I iM» advised, of course, from time to time, as to how things 
were proceeding. There was not very nmoh to be done at that 
time. 

795a You have made a very natural comment upon Hie idea 
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that seemed to be entertained of haying a full-blown revolatiott 
with only 1000 rifles P — ^We neyer dreamt of it; we were not 
madm^i. 

795 1. You have no idea how it came to be the case that there 
were so few arms in Johannesburg P — ^No, to this day I do not 
know how it was that the arms promised did not reach us. 

7952. You know that a yeiy large amount of money was 
spent P — ^Yes ; the details I do not know. I had nothing to do 
with the money. But I do know that, on my insistenoe, the town 
of Johannesburg was provisioned for six weeks ; that we beUeved 
that there was a fortnight's provisions in the town, and we calcu- 
lated we had got the town supplied for two months. That cost a 
great deal of money. 

7953. Because you had to support the whole population P — 
We had the whole population to feed. 

7954. What was your conception of the functions that Dr. 
Jameson would play; you were aware that he was to remain where he 
was, according to Mr. Rhodes, even for months, to support you ; how 
was he to support youP — * Moral support ' were the words used by 
Mr. Rhodes. I do not wish to convey a wrong impression. In 
December we contemplated being in possession of these anna and 
ammunition from the south, and it was contemplated that some- 
where towards the end of December, or the beginning of January, 
we would be able to strike our blow. That whole arrangement 
was dislocated first by the non-arrival of these arms, and the 
Boers getting on guard, Eruger made his tortoise-head speech, 
and all that sort of thing. There was disunion ; the Germans in 
the town were kicking up a row, and we had not got these arms. 
On the 19th December, I may add, if it is necessary still further 
to negative the suggestion that Dr. Jameson had a right to come 
over the border, as he says he had, we sent a message to him, not 
from Johannesburg direct, but by Gape Town, with a message to 
be conveyed to him stating in the emphatic terms (we heard he 
was getting impatient) that he was not to forget he was auziUaiy 
to us; that we were in the major position; and that under no 
circumstances was he to move until we had notified we were 
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ready; that our anna were not reaching us; that we were not 
ready, and that we were the only judges of the time to strike. 
That was on the 19th December. 

7955. You haye stated what we were told before as to the 
letter that was giyen to Dr. Jameson, that it was rather intended 
for use in justification afterwards? — ^Yes. As there has been 
a great deal talked about the letter, I may say I wrote the letter 
myaeU ; it was written with the running pen, and it was meant to 
be a picture of the condition of things which would arise if we 
fltruck the blow. It was never intended to mislead anybody, 
1)ecause the intention was that Dr. Jameson should not use the 
letter until the thing was over. 

7956. Then the words as to the women and children being in 
danger, and so forth, was a picture of what would have happened? 
— ^Yes, absolutely. I had no idea of misleading anybody by 
writing that letter in that form. Of course it was very stupid to 
give the letter at all, as one sees now, but I want to state now em- 
phatically, that there was not the slightest intention of putting 
a false thing forward or misleading anybody. The letter has 
been used subsequently to our discredit^ making out that Jameson 
was to come over the border, at our urgent request, to help the 
women and children ; that impression has gone through England 
to our detriment 

Mb. John Ellis. 

7957. Did I understand you to say, in answer to the Chairman, 
that when you heard Jameson had gone in, you 'knew he had 
wrecked everything at once.' Was that what you said P — Yea. 

7958. Did you find out at all, at Johannesburg, where the 
pressure in favour of the British flag came P — ^No ; it appears to 
have arisen from a misconoeptiQn ; it seems to have been one of the 
things that started and grew and grew. I believe it originated in 
some loose remark of Dr. Harris. 

7959. You did not attempt to take any steps to get to the root 
of it in Johannesburg P — We tried to ; it was reported to us that it 
had been stated by Dr. Harris(and of course Dr. Harris was looked 
on as the alter ego of Mr. Rhodes at that time, as he was his private 
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fleoretaiy, and all that sort of thing) that the Union Jaok wouU be 
hoiated, and we lelt we would put onraelTeB not only poUtieaUy 
out of sympathy, but morally wrongs with tbe reat ol South Africa 
if we did such a* thing. It waa not that we objected to- die 
English flagk I am Engliah, and I would rather haye the Englidi 
flag than any other in the. world ; but I ha?e no right to put the 
Knglish flag there because I like it 

7960. Th^re was, I suppose, great division of <^iinioii, and 
some people took one side and some another P — ^The Committee 
that resolyed to send me to Gape Town was afasolutdy unanimous; 
they were against it, and rightly so. It waa not the basia upon 
wh^h they had gone in ; it would put them morally wrong. We 
isit that sujqposing after a revolution a new ooBstitution oame to 
be framed, and the majorijigir of the people, including ihB moderate 
Boers, were willing to have the British flag, we would be only too 
happy, but that we had no right to force the flag upon tihem. 
Ei^land had given the country its own flag» and we had no right 
to pull it down. 

7961. I apprecaate your position. I want to know if you got 
at die bottom of the matter as to where the idea came from? 
— ^The idea had come up from Gape Town, oonveyed by a gentle- 
man whom I do not think I should name, and we traced it in the 
telegram sent by us from Cape Town on the Saturday; I think 
the misapprehension aroae through Dr. Harris. 

7962. It was necessary, at all events, to send two gentlemen 
down to Cape Town to dear the matter up, of whom you were 
one P — ^I waa one- 

7963. Can you give us the precise tonus of that tdegram 
which you sent which did clear it up or attempt to dear it 19 ; 
can you repeat us the words P — ^I will give them as near as I can 
from memory only. 

7964. Of course you can only speak from memory P — ^I think 
it oommenced : ' Satisbctory assurances given by Bhodea. New 
departure, however, is necessary. Misunderstanding originated 
with Harris,' or rather, I think, that came before the fonner 
eentenoe, ' New departure is necessary,' ' continue your prepan- 
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tionfly bat quietly and without any sort of harry; SameBon adTised 
accordingly.' 

7965. I gather that Mr. Bhodes nemt for you on Monday, tiie 
SOthy and suggested that you could be of great help to him; 
in what sense ooald you hdp Mr. Khodes, the Prime Minister of 
Oape CkAoaj then, on the Monday P — I had a number of friends 
at Cape Town, very influential friends, amongst the leaders of 
the Dutch party. The Dutch newspapers and the other news- 
papers had to be influoiced. I also had interviews with Sir 
Hercules Bobinson on the subject. I eventually tried to get 
Mr. Hofmeyr to go to Joluumesburg, and he promised me 
virtually to do so, and then withdrew from that pronuse. I con- 
sidered that if the forward Dutdbi party in Cape Colony would 
bring their pressure to bear upon Emger's Gbvemment we coiild 
get a broad settlement of the grievance, and settle the thing at 
once, so that we could settle down hereafter as members of t&e 
group of the South African fiunily. I thought that was neees- 
saiy at that time ; at all events, that is the way I endeavoured to 
hdp Mr. Ehodea 

7966. Wiih regard to that^ do you assent to ihe words Mr. 
Phillips used when he said they assured the Boer representatives 
that 'Jameson was one with us; ' do you assent to those wofds 
'one with usP' — ^I was not there when that happened, but I can 
understand what Mr. Phillips had in his mind ; it was a generous 
impnlse. He did not know what the circumstances were wiiich led 
Dr. Jameson to cross the border. I gathered from his evidence 
that he thought Dr. Jameson might have got false information, and 
it was a generous impulse on his part to stand by a man with 
whom we had been in negotiation. 

7967. When you were in Cape Town seeing Mr. Hofmeyr, 
and otiiers, did you represent that Dr. Jameson was 'one with usP^ 
— Na 

7968. Did you repudiate Jameson? — ^No^ I did not repudiate 
him ; I did not feel free to say anything about Dr. Jameson at 
that stage. I gave them the assurance that we never had any 
design on the independence of the TransvaaL 
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7969. Am I to take it that Mr. Rhodes' idea that you ooold 
lielp him on the Monday was baaed rather upon your si^poaed 
influence with the Boers or the Dutch element at Gape Town P — 
Very largely. 

7970. As a kind of go-betweenP — I was trusted by a lot of 
the Dutch, and had many friends among the Dutch peofJe. 

7971. You have never since returned to Johannesburg P — 
Na 

7972. You have given us the reason. Have you property 
still at Johannesburg P — ^Yes, I have property under attachment 
thereto-day. 

7973. What does that mean P — ^It is interdicted. An injunc- 
tion has been granted by the court restraining me from using or 
parting with that property ; it is tied up so far as I am oonoemed. 

7974. Why is that P — On the ground that I am charged with 
high treason. 

7975* ^<^ hsLYe not been tried as the others were P — ^I have 
not been tried. I would like to explain what happened. When I 
got back to Gape Town I was broken down. I could see the 
wreck of eveiything, and for many days I was very ill ; in fact» I 
was kept quiet by constant administration of morphia. I intended 
to go back to the Transvaal the moment I should be fit to travel 
I never dreamt of coming to England at that time, until after Mr. 
Rhodes left Gape Colony. He came down on the morning of the 
16th from Kimberley, and I had drafted him a letter that morning 
in which I said, * You have been absent and I have been very ill; 
I am going back to stand my trial with my friends, but I want' 
so-and-so. Before that letter could reach Mr. Rhodes he had 
sailed for England that afternoon. The next day I got a ooUeo- 
tion of the news, and I saw the position taken up by the prass, 
and this was the general spirit of it : that the Johannesburg man 
were a lot of cowards, and this was a dirty stock-jobbing trans- 
action ; that the Gape politicians were raging against us, they 
were all crawling on their stomachs to the Boers ; the Ghivemor 
had been bowed out of the country after the redress of grievances 
or the consideration of grievances was practically understood to 
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have been pramised; and Jameson was defending Imnself on that 
letter, and the whole world was against ns. When I saw that 
that was the position of things, I then, for the first time, contem- 
plated coming to England, but not before the 16th or 17th of 
January. I said : ' Oood Heavens, I am the only man free who 
knows these facts, and every engine of calmnny and misrepre- 
sentation is being used against us ; I am going to England as the 
one solitary man free (I can come back and go ,to gaol afterwards) 
to try to represent my friends' case.' That is what brought me to 
England. 

7976. I put the question because I want to understand your 
position here. Are you contemplating returning to the TranavaalP 
— ^I do not see why I should go back now. 

7977* Then for you personally, do these economical and 
political grievances exist P — ^To me, individually, to-day, do you 
mean? 

7978. Yes. — They are not affecting me to-day. 

7979. And if you do not return to the Transvaal they are not 
likdy to ? — ^They are not likely to ; but they are likely to affect 
the country generally, which is my native country, and which 
I love. 

7980. Then do you come before us in any representative 
Oi^iaoiiy at this moment P — ^I am in touch with tiie whole of the 
reform leaders who were in gaoL 

7981. Perhaps you do not understand my question. Have 
you been selected or appointed in any formal or official manner to 
oome before this OommitteeP — Oh, no ; but I think it is generally 
expected by the Johannesburg men that I should state their case 
for them. 

7982. Yes; but you have no representative capacity P — ^I 
have no power of attorney from them. 

7983. You have no representative character P — ^No. 

Mr. John Eltta.] I do not ask this witness as to political 
or economical grievances, because I do not hold it to be within 
the purview of this Committee; they are under the mgia of 
Her Majesty's Government, the Oolonial Secretary particu- 
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lady, wIks at I undevsliiid, is dwJTBg mSi Hhb 
thA Tranivaal Oovenunai^ 

Mb. Stdkbt BunoK. 

7984. Do I rightly anAentaad you to aay diat it ^vao m 
Ootohar, 1886, thftt yon came to t^ oondiwioin diat yoa waM 
neaort to physical fovoe for the redieaa of tibe gpiefBOOoaP— Whoa 
it waa finally oonolvided-*-*! mean to aay, when I mada vip my and 
definitely, mi went into any definite adieme ior the pui poae. 

7985. That ia what I meanP— I think in August, 189fi,I fcai 
aaen Mr. Bhodes foita oaaoally in Cape Town, and we had had a 
talk about the general oondyUaon of tfainga tiiere, hot nofliiag 
definite had been agreed upon then. In Angnat^ 1895, ibm 
Franohiae Petition, which had bean aigned by 88,600 mng waa 
rejected, and it waa only npcn the final rejection of that tmfiiiaM 
that I was satisfied that all hope had fled. 

7986. It waa safafltantially in the snnmiflr, or earty antnniti of 
1886, when you came to that oondnsion ? — ^Yes ; it is not aatqmn 
out there. 

7987. Yon BMintioniwI the franduse aa being a giiavanoa. 
May I ask if yon yourself would be prepared, assuming tha 
franohiae had been a possibility for yon, to have relinqnidied 
your position as a British dtiaen and to beeonia a citiaan of ^la 
Transvaal P — Certainly, if I intended to Ore m the o umti y . I 
a&ay state frankly here, to elaar up what haa been a anaeonoeptiony 
tiiat the Natiomd TJmon, the men who signed the p e tttion y 
tmdered an oath of allegianca Supposing the fraaohiaa had 
heen put upon a reasonable basis, pat back to 4be oopidition m 
which it was when we went there, and the men had r a f a a o d to 
tdce that oath, they would hare had no grievanoe, they could 
not expect to get the righta of citiseiis unless tibej took Iha 
obligations. We were perfectly honest ouiedires to ttie Choran- 
ment about Ihai 

7988. They understood, and you imderslood, Aat^ by aoeep6- 
ing the franchise in Ihe Transvaal, you woaid loae your poailioii 
as British dtiaens f — Yes* 
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Mb. Blaxs. 

7989. i ffbonld l&e %o aA joa to tell me, aa nearly as y<m 
can, what were tiie atatemeiiti made by Mr. Rhodes to yoa at this 
interview, which made yon say fbtit a new departure woold be 
neeessary? — ^The statements on that point came more from ns. 
We pointed out to Inm that the very first essential of snccess was 
4ke nneleas of arms and ammunition whieh had been agreed to be 
•upidied to us ; we pointed cut to him that we had the greatest 
dificulty in organising tiungs, that there were spies and poUce 
•ven in our diAs and everywhere, and that we did not know 
where these arms were; we said that we could not possibly go 
en in this condition, and dien this arrangement was made. 

7990. Then the statement that a new departure would he 
necessary had regard sokly to the arrangements by whidh the 
munitions ai war might be more effectually provided and phoed 
under your control P — Partly that, because it is conveyed in flie 
succeeding part, ' Chmtinue your preparations.' 

7991. Ton say now that it had regard partly to that. To 
what else had it regard? — ^I must say frankly, without saying 
that this was a compact with Mr. Rhodes, flnt I personally had 
at ^at time come to think, and was satisfied, that we should do 
much better thereafter in getting 20,000 rifles, and doing the 
business ourselves, rather than having anything to do with a 
force coming oyer the border; that politically it would bch an 
absolute mistake, and it has been proved so. I hare a strong 
conviction on the point, and I certainly intended, as the thing 
had broken off then so ihr, for my part to tiy to obviate Dr* 
Jameson coming over the border, rather stopping, as Mr. Shodea 
had put it, at moral support on the border. 

7992. Your jdan, then, in your own mind, and iHiat you 
ittteoidfld to propose to your friends, if you had been fntunate 
enough to return to Johannesburg instead of being obliged to 
remain ait Gape Town, was, that you should dispense with any- 
thing more than moral support on the part of Dr. Jameson's 
forces f-— That was in my own mind, but it was not communicated 
to the Jchannesburg pei^a 
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7993. Now, an impresdoiL had been oonrejed to yon and 
to your friends which neoeasitated your going down, and yoa 
stated that impression to Mr. Bhodes, no donbty in order to oome 
to an understanding about it P — dearly. 

7994. The impression I mean as to the British flagP — Yea^ 

7995. He removed that nusoonoeption P — Yes. 

7996. I want to know what he said on that subject P — He 
was very short. He said : ' I have never changed in tiie basis of 
the oompaot I nuule with you/ I cannot remember the exact 
words, but that is the sense of it, which led to our telegraphing 
that satis&otory assuranoes had been given. 

7997. Ton referred to the original basis of the compact as 
being unchanged P — YeA, 

7998. Can you state what the original basis of the compact 
wasP — ^The basis of the compact was that Mr. Rhodes should 
assist us. Originally I think as many as 1200 men were to be on 
the border. That watered down until finally, just before Dr. 
Jameson came over the border, I think it was 760. We were to 
rise in revolt, seize the Pretoria arsenal and the AmnwiTtiiann from 
there, retire on Johannesburg and hold the place, and Mr. Bhodes 
told me that the High Commissioner would come up from Cqie 
Town to mediate. 

Mr. Attornbt-Gsnbbjll. 

7999. At Pretoria P— Tes, at Pretoria. 

Mb. Blakb. 

8000. With himself P— Yes; I think he said he would come 
up too. 

8001. That has been given in evidence P — Yes. 

8002. The two would come up to mediate P — ^Yes. 

8003. But that basis leaves untouched, as the subject of 
explicit statement, what the nature of your revolt was going to 
be; whetiier the revolt was to be one for annexation, and so 
forthP— No; I thought I had tried to make that dear. The 
document that I have put in speaks about the maintenance ol the 
Bepublic. That document was approved by Mr. BhodeB» and I 
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oan speak to his very words, in his own library^ when he put his 
hands upon the words about free trade he said : ^ That is all I want.' 

8004. So far as I ooold gather from Mr. Rhodes' statement 
of what ooonrred on this occasion, when the misconceptions were 
being removed ; you will not take it from me as . accurate ; 
perhaps you remember his evidence better than I do ? — ^No ; I 
have not seen it for some time. 

8005. Neither have I. He stated that there must be a 
plebiscite of the whole population^ which, of course, included the 
TJitlanders, who were in the majority P — Yes. 

8006. And that it would be for that plebiscite to decide what 
form of development should take place, and he suggested two 
political ideas ; one that they might decide to negotiate with the 
other states, political organizations, in South Africa for the 
purpose of a South African incorporation ? — ^Yes. 

Mr. Attamey-OeneroL'] A South African Federation. 

Mr. Blakb. 

8007. Pardon me ; and the other idea was that they might 
decide for a federation for certain purposes ; for example, customs 
and railways P — ^Yes. 

8008. I think those were the main ingredients, customs and 
railways, in which case the federal entity would be, of course, as 
he put it, under the British flag, while the different states in their 
provincial or other capacity would retain their autonomy P — ^We 
did discuss that. I remember taUdng with Mr. Rhodes, and it 
was discussed as a possible outcome of thinga 

8009. Those were the two main ingredients P — ^Yes ; but on 
going into the thing, that document contains the statement that 
we wanted free trade between the Colonies and the States of 
South Africa, in all the products thereof, and that was the one 
fandamental thing he wanted, and it is the one fandamental thing 
that was the basis of federation. 

8oio. I want to get your recollection of the conversation of 
which we have already had his, and I do not think I have misre- 
presented him in the statement that I have made, that there were 
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two jdans that projected tkemaelYea More his mind m t^ i 
of liie plebiflcite; one ineorpoisthm, and the ether federal vnien; 
the federal nmon being for the limited pnipoeeB fliat I liave 
referred ta I want to know whether ihat is your reecfledtfoii of 
the oonversation ? — lAj reeoUeotion of the matter was thrt liiete 
should be a pleibiacite first of all, altering die eoasliMioB 
entirely^ and patting it on a broad democratic baeis, witti Hie 
hope that the outcome of the thing would be a Tiitiial federataon 
in the senee of Ihe customs union, and railway policy with pooling 
arrangements, and possibly a common couit ci appeal, and eAer 
things. 

8oi I. Then as to the basis of the expression of the popolar 
will that was to decide Ihe destinies of the community, that was 
to be practictilly a plebiscite of the adult male population f — Tea 

8oi 2. Including the Uitlanders P — ^Yes. 

8013. Which means that the destiny was to be in Aeir hands 
if they chose to stick together P — ^I do not think neoessarily. I 
for one would not have been opposed to the Boer retaining more 
than his just share of tiie thing. 

8014. I do not say what they would have done ; I meant that 
the power would have been in their hands P — ^Not necessarily 
then; it depends upon how they were going to appoint the 
delegates. I take it that the plebiscite were to appoint delegates 
to frame a new constitution. 

8015. But the voting power to nominate delegates to frame 
the new constitution was enormously in the ITitlandersF — ^It was 
two to one in the male population ; but it does not follow that it 
would be two to one in representation. There was no desire to txeat 
the Boer unfairly in that matter. 

Mr. LABoucHKmB. 

8016. You flAid that you were down at Oape Town after tfds 
interview with Mr. Rhodes P — ^Yes. 

8017. And after the raidP— Yes. 

8018. A warrant was issued againrt you, was it notP-^Not 
ftat I knew at the time ; subsequently. 
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8019. Ycm knew subsequantlj tliat a wamixt was iBBoed 
agsiait y<wf — ^Nofc at the tilM ihAt I was at Gape Town. 

809a A warrant was issued against yoaP — ^No, I do not 
tiunkso^ 

902U Sb you deny itP-^My knowledge is deriTed irom the 
Chi^ Blue Book. My reooUeotkm of the thing is that three days 
aftev I had sailed from Gape Town an application was made by 
the State Attorney oi the Transvaal for a warrant, which, of 
eoarae, ereii if I had been there, was a ridioulons thing, because I 
was not liable to arrest in Gape Town. 

8023. Then yon djsny, so far as your knowledge goes» that a 
warrant was submitted to the State authorities to be used against 
you by the Transvaal before you went P — ^Absolutely ; I never 
heaid of it befora 

8o23« You never heard of it before P — lHo, I never heard of 
any warraat at all being applied for. I heard of an extradition 
behig applied for, three days after I left Gi^ Town; that I 
gathered from the Blue Book. 

8034, There were two other gentlemen with yon ; what wem 
their names, do you remember themP — ^Do you mean Mr. Bettd*^ 
heim and Mr. Joel P They were not with me ; they had joined 
the Beform party after I had left Johannesbui^. I was the 
leader of the National Union ; I never was the chairman of the 
BsfiNrm Gommittee, because I was not there. 

8025. They were brought back under arrest P — ^No, they were 
not taroQght back under arrest ; they were arrested, and I believe 
they agreed to ga 

8026. Was there any communication between you and Mr. 
EssdUn on the subject P— Yes, 

8027. Would you state the nature of it P Mr. Esselin was, I 
think, ez- Attorney-General of the Transvaal P — ^I have stated that 
iqi to the 16th or 17th January it was my firm intention to return 
to Ae TransvaaL 

8028. I am asking about Mr. Esselin P — ^But I wanted to say 
that in absolute flinceirityy in pursuance of that intention, I had 
tdiBgnphedi The fact was, as I haTc tdd you, I was lying down 
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ill there and a telegram came to me : ' Where is Leonard ; will he 
come upP' and, in a fit of pique, I said to my wife, ' Telegraph to 
Mr. Esselin to make it pabUo I am coming up/ and I telegraphed 
to my own partner in the same senae. That was the only meaning 
of it ; I really wanted more to let my friends know I was coming 
up, and I believe I added afterwards, as an afterthought, 'and to 
the authorities of the Bepublic,' or something of Aat sort I 
cannot remember the date, but it was long before I made up my 
mind to go. You have evidently got the telegram with yon ; I 
have not 

8029. I have it somewhere here, but there was this telegram ? 
—Yes. 

8030. To Mr. Esselin P— Yes. 

8031. From Mr& Leonard or from you, to say that yon were 
coming P — ^Yes, I adopt the responsibility. 

8032. Subsequently you wrote letters to Mr. Esselin, did you 
not P — I subsequently wrote to him. When this startling combina- 
tion of things made me decide that my duty to my own friends 
was to come to England, I wrote to him and said : * I regret that 
circimistances have changed ' (I have not a copy of the letter), 
* and that I cannot come to the Transvaal at the present moment' 

8033. Was it borne in upon you that Mr. Esselin had some- 
what complained of your having compromised him with the 
GFovemment P — ^Yes, i^rwards ; it was not present to my mind 
then. Perhaps you will allow me to explain what was in my 
mind. I looked upon myself as an absolutely free agent at the 
Cape. I maintain to-day, sitting here as alawyer, that I am as free 
in the Cape as I am in England ; that it was a purely vohmtazy 
act, an act that could not be compelled in any way by the Kruger 
(Government, that I should go to the Transvaal ; tiiat I merely 
announced my intention of going back as a voluntary act, and that 
I was perfectly free to alter that intention ; in other words, that 
the Transvaal Oovemment was not prejudiced in any way by it 
That was the aspect in my mind at the time. When I decided to 
come to England that was the impression on my mind. In 
England, in March, shortly after I arrived here, Mr. Hamiltim 
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saw mOy and he told me that I had prejudioed Mr. Esselin ; I 
said, ' Well, it is a mere matter of sentiment.' As a matter of 
fact, I regret very much that I should ever have used Mr. Esselin 
as a medimn of making a statement volnntarilj like this ; and I 
wrote to him accordingly a fresh statement, and asked him to 
make it known. I said : * You can use my letter as yon like.' I 
wanted to clear up the point in my own mind that by commnni- 
oating to Mr. Esselin, this was borne in npon me in March, I might 
have suggested some implication with my own affidrs in Johannes- 
burg, and that was the reason why I regretted sending him the 
telegram. 

8034. Are you aware, as a matter of fact, Mr. Esselin did 
communicate witib the Transvaal Qovemment P — ^No. 

8035. You are not aware of that P — ^No. 

8036. You never were aware P — ^No. 

8037. And you never were aware that a warrant was issued 
against you P — ^Against me P 

8038. Yes. — ^There is a warrant issued in the Chnette^ and I 
have got a copy of it in my pocket. It is just as well to put it in, 
I think. 

8039. No, no ! — ^Yes, I would like to put it in, if I may ; it 
will show what it was. This was sent to me by one of my friends 
in Johannesburg; it is the State GhLsette, SUuUteourani^ which 
says : * There \b reasonable ground to believe that Charles Leonard 
has committed the offence of sedition, or high treason ' That is 
their warrant running in their gasette. 

8040. There is this distinction, is there not, between the 
Extradition Treaty between Cheat Britain and the Continental 
States and the Extradition Treaty between the Cape Colony and 
the Transvaal, that persons guilty of political disturbances may be 
extradited P — No. 

8041. Not P — ^No ; there is no extradition at the Cape Colony 
for a political offence ; absolutely none. That is the whole point 
of the thing. 

8042. Then I understand from you that you have no know- 
ledge that the Cape Oovemment did actually act upon this 
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warranty and sought to give effect to itP — I haw tliia faiowkdge^ 
that the Gape Attomey-Gteneral proetitiited hia o£Boe^ aod tele- 
graphed to Spain and Portogaly and asked them to amst me a4 
tiie instanoe of a tliird nation, when the original re^pait to him 
was utterly invalid 

^043. That was the Gape Attorney-General P — ^Yes. 

8044. Then I understand that tlie Gape Attotney-OeoBral and 
you do not entertain quite the same views as to tibie aoope of die 
Extradition Treaty ? — ^I am absolutely oonyinoed in my own miadi 
of the real scope of the Extradition Treaty ; it was the one word 
* violent,' and I had been guilty of no violent action. 

Mr. Sbcrbtart Ghambbrlain. 

8045. Who was the Gape Attorney-General to whom yoo 
refer P — Sir Thomas XJpington. 

Mr. Li^BOUCHBRB. 

8046. You started from the Gape with this intention to go 
back P — ^You mean to go back to JohannesburgP Yes. 

8047. And I think you have already told us that you got oat 
at some station P — ^Yes. 

8048. And you somehow came to England P — ^No, I came t» 
England by steamship. 

8049. From what port P — ^In the Ouelph. 

8050. From what port P — ^From Gape Town. 

8051. Then you came to England because youhadoometo 
the conclusion that it would be more desirable, in the interests of 
the Transvaal, that you should not surrender yourself to justice P — 
I did not consider the interests of tiie Transvaal at all ; I con* 
sidered the interests of my comrades who were in gaoL 

8052. I will say, more to the interests of your comrades 
who were in gad, that you should not join thrai and be put 
on your trial, but that you should come back to England a free 
manP — ^Yes. 

8053. In order that you might represent Aeir case in 
EnghindP— Yes. 
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8054. That I gather P— Yes. 

8055. When you came to England did you represent their 
caseP — YeA, 

8056. Where P — ^Privately and pnblidy. I wrote an article 
in the New Review in March over my name. I wrote an article in 
an American newspaper, which was very widely commented on, 
and I venture to think had some slight inflaence in moolding 
public opinion. I, in season and out of season, did this. I may 
add that I got nothing, no communication at all, except letter after 
letter from these men in Johannesburg. ' For goodness' sake stop 
free and help us to fight our case.' I looked upon it as a mandate 
that I was their only representative, and fought for them here. 

8057. ^^^ came here before the mandate was issued P — ^Tes, 
I came here before the mandate was issued, and they have 
ratified it. 

8058. Do you remember an article in the Cape Times at that 
time P — ^Tes ; at least when I say * yes ' 

8059. Strongly against you P — ^On what P 

8060. On your not going back to Johannesburg P — I have 
suffered a great deal of abuse because I have held my tongue over 
this thing, but the Cape Times absolutely went and pubUshed a 
vile slander that I had left Gape C!olony in pursuance of a base 
compact with Eruger, that I should come to England and de- 
nounce Rhodes, the benefit of doing so coming to me. A baser Ue 
never was pubUshed 

8061. I think you are a solicitor, are you notP — Yes. 

8062. I think you state in this document that you have been 
good enough to put in, that you were making £10,000 per annum 
as a solicitor P — ^Yes, approximately that ; sometimes more, some- 
times les& 

8063. No doubt you are a very able, but still you are a 
youngish man P — I am going on to 43. 

8064. How long have you been in business as a solicitor in 
the Transvaal P — ^I have been in the Transvaal nine years, and was 
practising in the Gape Colony seven or eight years before that. 

8065. But still, I am in the presence of legal gentlemen, 
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takmg the ayerage of aolioiton here, a aolidtor who 
£10,000 a year doe« a vezy lair and good boaiiieaa lor bimaelf P 
— ^Yee, it involvefl a good deal of work. 

8066, So that you yomvelf were comfortaUy off P-^Te8» of 
powml was. 

8067* What taacee now did yoa pay penonaUy P--^I penm- 
alily do not know what tazaa I paid» to be perf eotly frank ; it was 
not a question of taxes with me ; it did not matter to me £500 a 
year more or lew ; it waa not a qneetion of what I paid I ooold 
not tell you really what I paid. 

8068. I am not attacking you, but I am taking yon as a teit 
example of a gentleman who waa making what woold be oon- 
sidefed heroi if not there, a very large ineome. Did you pay 
inoome tax ? — ^There is no inoome tax. 

8069. Did you pay house tax f — ^Yes, there is a house tax. 

8070. What is the house tax?— I do not know ; 2(/. or 8dL I 
think on the rateable yalue. 

8071. Is there any suooession duly ? — ^Yea 

8072. What is the suooession duty? — ^I think it ia one per 
OfOit. for direct descendants, and incroasns up to ten per cent, 
something like that I am not quite sure of the detsilB. 

8073. J^^ 70^ really as a matter of fact only paid» I presome, 
beyond this house tax, the indirect taxes ? — ^The indirect taxes. 

8074. Guatoms duties, and such things ? — Yes, 

8075. So that you were not prejudiced ?-^I was taxed in the 
same proportioiL as the rest of the communily, I was part of the 
class. I wish to make it quite dear that personally I did not 
mind or grudge any contribution to the Qoyevnment being made 
out of my own podket ; but I belonged to, and represented, the 
class paying nine-tenths, at least, of the total revenue of the 
country, and we felt that the total taxation taken from us was 
absolutely unjustifiable, because it was far beyond the real legiti- 
mate requirements of government 

8076. But I am taking you as a case of a gentleman making 
a large income there, and I ask you, what did you pay? — ^I csnnot 
tell you what I paid- I want to d^eat this miserable suggestioii 
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or doabt that might be in your mind, not to defeat it, but to clear 
it up, that I went into this thing. 

8077. Noy I am not asking you on that. I think the 
Committee nnderttuid that I am asking you aa a test case of 
what a gentleman making a large income pays. As I understand, 
you pay no income tax ; there is a small house tax, and the only 

other tax ?— There were crowds of other taxes. I paid 

about £80 a year for the privilege of practising my profession ; 
that is one of them. I do not ramember the details of the taxation. 

8078. Because they were so small ? — No, not so small. 
Personally, I dare say, I oontributed individually £150 a year, 
or something of that Und. 

8079. In taxes P-*-Tea 

8080. On £10,000 a year P— No, it would have been the same 
if I had been making £600 a year. 

8081. Still, as a matter of fact, you did make £10,000 a year, 
and on this £10,000 a year you contributed, I think you said, 
£160 ? — ^I cannot tell you exactly what it was ; but I say ap- 
proximately something like that. 

8082. Then I can only say we should think you here a very 
lortonate man. — ^That is not the question, though. 

8083. Now your other solioitors there were concerned in this 
movement ? — ^Yes. 

8084. And they remained P— Yea 

8085. And continued their busineBs P — ^I presume so. 

8086. If you had gone back there and been tried and paid the 
fine, you would have been able to continue your business just as 
they didP— Yea 

8087. I suppose you regret that you are not able to do that P 
— ^No, I have a deep-seated sense of wrong. I say that the 
oligarchy in Pretoria with our Hollander friends drove me into 
revolt. Fate put me outside of their hands, and as I am here and 
have been asked to stop here and fight the thing out, I do not see 
why I should voluntarily go back there ; and I say further that 
I do not consider, as an Englishman, or a man with English 
aentiments, I could live in that country to-day. 
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8088. Then yon think thut all yonr friends who were fined 
and who did remain there are not men of EngUsh sentiment f — 
No ; a great many of them have left, but a great many may be so 
tied by cironmstances that they cannot. There are many of 
those men who are absolutely dependent upon their professional 
earnings for a liying. 

8089. But those who are not absolutely dependent upon their 
professional earnings have not the feelings of Englishmen P — 
Oh, no; there is Mr. Bell and Mr. Mullins; it comes to my 
memory that they broke up their business and left the country 
absolutely. 

8090. Some have remained P — ^Yes ; some have remained. 

8091. And they are the men who, if they have any other 
means, have not the feelings of Englishmen in remaining P — I 
will not say that 

8092. You have said so P — I would not say that ; I said that 
I myself felt that sense of indignity. 

8093. Then who authorises you to r^resent them here P — ^I 
have never said that anybody authorised me to represent them 
here. I feel that I hare a right to state the case, because I was 
concerned in this movement; but as a matter of fact, all my 
old friends who were on the Reform Oommittee, and who are 
in London now, have been in constant commimication with 
me, and I have been told by letter from Johannesburg that 
they look to me to put the case. But I speak apart from any 
mandata 

8094. You put it to the Oommittee that these gentlemen look 
to you to put the case P — ^Yes, 

8095. I think you are an Afrikander P — ^I am. I am the 
second generation of my people bom in South Africa. 

8096. And you would be perfectly prepared to take this oath 
of allegiance P — I considered that I had absolutely no right to 
quarrel with the constitution. 

8097. I do not think you had ; but you were perfectly rea^ 
in order to acquire the Boer naticmality to renounce your British 
nationality P — If I had made up my mind to live in the country 
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and wanted the rights of a oitizen, then I was bound to take the 
obligationa 

8098. I agree with you entirely. Then you consider that no 
man ought to have a vote who is not prepared to take that oath of 
allegiance P — ^OertaLoly. I think the oath is very offensiye in its 
terms ; but that is not the question. 

8099. Never mind that ; do you put it that the vast majority 
of Uitlanders of English race are prepared to take that oath and 
renounce their allegiance in order to get the franchise P — ^No, I 
would not like to make that statement absolutely. I think there 
are a very large number of men who would not, but I think there 
are a very large number of men who would. You see it is simply 
taking an oath to yourselves ; that is what it would be ; the State 
would be constituted mostly of themsdves. But in the present 
terms of the oath, with its offensive renunciation of English 
allegiance^ I think there would have been a good deal of difficulty 
about it. 

8100. You are aware (whether they renounce or not), from 
the fact of taking the oath of allegiance to the Transvaal, they do 
renounce P — Olearly. 

8101. This is the oath, is it not : * I, until now 

' (I suppose an Englishman), ' bom , 

desiring to become a burgher of the South African Republic, and 
having complied with all the conditions of the law concerning 
natnndisation, hereby renounce, abjure, and give up all obedience, 
loyalty, and allegiance to all foreign princes, rulers, states, and 
sovereignties; and in particular, the prince, ruler, state, or 
sovereignty of which I have been until now a subject and 
citisen, and swear as subject the oath of loyalty and obedience 
to the Oovemment and its laws, and the people of the South 
African Bepublic P' — ^I believe that is the oath ; speaking from 
memoiy, I should say it is aoonrata 

8102. I have tidcen it from the Oonstitutional Law P — ^It is a 
translation, but speaking from memory I should say it is accurate. 

8103. You stated a little while ago in your evidence that the 
great mass of Uitlanders were desirous to get the franchise, and 
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liiat lA what influeiiOM them P— I oaa only go by fhii : tiiAt what 
38,600 men solemnly asked for a thing I take it that they want 
it ; but in my own mind I believe it would be found that when 
men oame itoe to laoe wiHi the tenns of tiliat oath tiiey woold have 
jibbed at it^ if I may nee the phiaae. 

8104. When did you say these 80,000 people asid that P— In 
1896 the petition was signed. 

8105. That petition was felerred to a oommittee by the 
Yolksraad, was it not P— Yes. 

8106. And they found a great many signatures that were not 
likely to be in the Transraal P— That is absolutely a false state- 
ment ; the greatest oare was taken. I do not think that it was 
found by the oommittee ; I do not think the committee found that 
as a fact I think that was a loose statement made by one of our 
enemies in the Yolksraad. 

8107. It was stated P'^Yes^ and they went further and said 
there were a lot of forgeries. 

8108. I think Mr. Gladstone was one name signed to it^ 
William Bwart Gladstone P— There is a Mr. Gladstone in SouA 
Africa. 

8109. William Bwart Gladstone P---I tiliink his name is 
William Ewart; I think there is a William Bwart Gladstone. 
But I do not care whether by mischance or anything else a few 
thousand out of the 38,000 had even got on to that petition in 
that way. What we did as the National Union ExeoutiTe was^ 
to take the greatest possible oare that every night the canvasseore 
were called upon to make a dedaiation as to the genuineness cf 
the signatures brought in. 

81 10. You sent out oanTaasers P — ^Yea 

81 1 1. Where did they go ; to the puUio-houses P— I cannot 
tall you exactly ; they visited the population. 

8112. Were they paid canTassers P— I think the oanvasi urs 
leoeired some small remuneration. 

81 13. Were they not paid by the number of names that they 
got P — ^I do not think so. 

8114. You are not oertain of itP— I am not certain. Mr. 
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€krr, the Beoretary, had the detaik of it ; but I can state abad- 
lutely that there was no desire to do anything more than get an 
honeet ezproBsion of the people's opinion. 

8115. Bnt the mode adopted to get an honest expression of 
the people's opinion was to send oat a quantity of canvassers, and 
pay them by the returns t — ^You do not expect men to run about 
among the population for nothing. 

8it6. There is another thing I am going to put to yotl, 
because I want to put it in, as a good deal has been said about 
it. Yon said just now that the Second Yolksraad had no sort 
of power, and was a shamf — ^In all really vital matters of 
govermnent, yes. 

8117. Then, I will read you this : this is from the < Law to 
Establish a National Assembly of Two Chambers, 1890.' This 
gives what the Second Yolksraad may do. Article 27. 'The 
Second Yolksraad shall have the power to further regulate the 
following subjects if necessary, by way of law or resolution :— ^(1) 
The Mining Dqiartment. (2) The making and maintaining of 
waggon and post roads. (3) The Postal Department. (4) The 
Telegraph and Telephone Department. (6) The protection of 
diBcoveries (inventions) patterns and trade marks. (6) Protection 
of the rights of authors (oopyright). (7) The exploitation and 
care of forests and saltpans. (8) The eradication of infectious and 
oontagious diseases. (9) The conditions, rights, and duties ci 
companies. (10) Insolvencies. (11) CSvil Procedure^ (12) 
Oriminal Prooeduze/ All that is within the functions of th^ 
Second Yolksraad P — ^They may discuss it like a debating sode^f, 
yes. The Oxford Debating Sodety has just as much power. 

8118. That is the lawP— No; let me tell you what the ei&st 
of the law is. None of their deliberations have any force unless 
confirmed by the First Yolksraad to begin with ; and the Presi- 
dent may even, by simply hanging up, refuse to promulgate their 
action and nuUify the whole thing. 

81 19. Do I gather from you that the Second Ohambof has no 
power if its kws have to be confirmed by ihe First GhamberP-^ 
Oh, no; what I wish to say is, that there is no analogy between 
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the Second Chamber in this oonntry and the Second Chamber 
there. Here you have a House of Lords just as in the Cape 
Colony; there is a Legislatiye Council which passes Acts of 
Parliament by what is called the leave of the House ; here the 
House of Commons; there the House of Assembly in Cape 
Colony. 

8i20. Then why do you say when they have these powers P — 
But your Second Chamber here, or what they call in the Transvaal 
a Second Chamber, deals with everything, including taxation and 
every vital function of government. That Second Chamber, the 
Second Yolksraad, can never touch the acts of the First Chamber, 
the First Yolksraad, in which the true power resides. 

8121. But I am putting to you these specific powers I have 
given youP — ^Those specific things they have cogmsance of, but 
we say they do not touch the power of taxation and they do not 
touch many of the big questions and most vital questions of 
government. 

8122. But they have cogmsance of these matters P — ^Yes, but 
even with that they can be nullified by the First Yolksraad, 
whereas they have no corresponding cogmsance of what the First 
Yolksraad does. 

8123. It is precisely the same as in certain other countries 
where there are two chambers P — Certainly not in second chambers 
as I know them. 

8124. This is an elected Second Chamber, is it notP — Yes, a 
chamber elected by the same electorate as elects the First 
Chamber. 

8125. Then, so far as I gather your views, it is better than 
a chamber that is not elected P — ^My grief is that the elective 
principle is not carried out in the country. 

8126. I agree with you entirely P 

Mb. Gborob Wtndham. 

8127. In connection with two matters that have just been 
raised, when was the Second Yolksraad constituted with its 
present powers P — ^In 1890. 
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8128. Therefore^ it had been in existence four years in 
October, 1894P— Yee. 

8129. Mr. Labouchere has put to you the law of the South 
^fnt^n Bepublio. I should like to put to you a dispatch of the 
MaiquesB of Bipon, with which you are doubtless familiar. It is 
printed in the Blue Book P — ^I think I have seen it, in which he 
speaks of the fire years franchise. 

8130. That is the very point. I will read you the passage : 
* The period of residence, which constitutes the most important 
condition of naturalisation, differs in different coxmtries, but there 
is a veiy general consensus of opinion among civilised states that 
five years is a sufficiently long period of probation, and Her 
Majesty's Gk>vemment would wish you to press on the Govern- 
ment <rf the Bepublic the view that the period in this case should 
not exceed that limit as regards the right to vote in the First 
Yolksraad, which is the dominant body, and in Presidential 
elections.' 

8131. Do you agree that the First Yolksraad is the dominant 
body P— Absolutely . 

8132. And this dispatch was written four years after the 
Second Yolksraad was constituted P — ^Yes. 

8133. And then as to the oath of allegiance, do you agree 
with this view which was put forward by Lord Bipon: 'As 
regards the form of the oath <rf allegiance, which appears to be 
founded on that in force in the United States of America, I 
would observe that whilst Her Majesty's Government consider 
that on grounds of comity and good neighbourhood, they may 
invite the Bepublic to reconsider its terms, they are not 
influenced, as some British subjects on the spot have apparently 
been influenced, by any supposition that a modification of its 
tenns would avert the consequences of expatriation which dearly 
foQow from taking it.' Do you hold that on grounds of comity 
and good neighbourhood it would be a good thing to modify the 
tenns of the oath of allegianceP — ^I think the oatii of allegiance 
IS the same whatever its terms, but I think those terms are so 
needlessly offensive as to frighten or tend to frighten men away. 
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8134. Is it the caMy as Lord Bipon mitesy fhat *tKe lam of 
oath which is desired by the British subjeots is usually spdMi of 
as that in force in the Orange Free State ;' is it the ease thait the 
form of the oath of allegiance of the Orange Free State would be 
preferredP — ^Yes, and I think the form of the oath in tiie Tmath 
vaal, up to 1882 at all events, or 1885, was not half as offeuite; 
it was simply a statement that yon swore allegiance to the peofde 
and the independence ol tiie State. They deliberately aUowed 
the terms of tiie oath to impart to it that oftensiye language. 

8135. NoW| yon hare given ns an aoconnt of various intsr-^ 
views between yourself and Mr. BJiodes ; do yon happen to h«ve 
any written doooments from Mr. Rhodes, or any letter from hinii 
touching upon any of these points? — ^No public comnninioatifln. 

8136. I do not wish you to go into any private letter f^Tlie 
o&ly letter that I have from Mr. Rhodes is a private letter. 

8137. Would you rather not state what it isF-— It is simply a 
letter in which he says : ' I asked you with Hamilton to stay and 
help me. Tou could do no good hi a train ; you could do great 
good hera I know you fought for going, but it was nansenss^ 
and too late. Afterwards blame me, but I was thoroughly right' 
That is the only letter I have from him. 

8138. Thatletter, I take it, was written after the Monday F— 
Yes, this letter, I thinly was written on the Wednesday night 
when I was rather bitter about it, everything having gone wrtaig, 
and I wished to goodness I was in Johannesburg. 

8139. So that in addition to verbal requests, you had written 
requests from Mr. Rhodes that you would not return to Johsomea* 
burg P— Yes. 

Mr. Blakb. 

8140. I undeorstand that the letter was after the eventF-^ 
Yes, it was after the event. It is merely evidence of whst bad 
passed between us. 

Mb. Gkoboh Wtmbham. 

8141. Quite so, I take it it is corroborative evidanee. tkm 
you said that at this last interview, I mean the one at which the 
plans were discussed, that is Saturday, the 28th, Mr. Bhodea sssd 
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fliat Dr. Jameson could remain npon the border for six montbs, 
eight months, or nine months P — Yes, or longer. 

8142. Did he ever make any similar statement any earlier to 
yea P — ^Dr. Jameson, in the first instance, was to be pat on the 
border, and we were to be armed from the sonth and matare onr 
plans, and then by consent when we were ready we were to notify 
it to Dr. Jameson and strike a blow simultaneously. That, as 
frankly as I can put it, was the arrangement. 

8143. I should like rath^ to know how many of these 
interviews there were; I do not mean the exact number, but 
you have told us of one in October, 1896 P — ^Yes. 

8144. At which I think you said Mr. Lionel Phillips and 
Mr. Hammond were present P — ^Tes. 

8145. And Colonel KhodesP— Yes. 

8146. Why was Mr. Hammond there P — ^Mr. Hammond had 
mppaienHj been taken into confidence. Mr. Hammond was eon* 
neoted with Coloael Bhodes' Ooldfietds Office in Johannesburg, 
and Mr. Hammond had apparently discassed the position with 
him. I do not know how he came tiiere; I only know I met 
him thera 

8147. Mr. Hammond is not an English subject^ is heP«^No, 
he IB an American. 

8148. Therefore do you think that he represented the 
inhabitants of Johannesburg who were not English subjects P-^ 
Absolutely; we were all at one on that point. Mr. Hammond 
only wanted fair play and fair government He represented the 
ssntiments of men that only wanted fair pky and lair 
goTemmeni. 

8149. You hare giyen us an account of a very important 
transactica; that Mr. Rhodes, I think you said, putting his 
finger upon the maniiBslo, and, I think you said, on ihe passage 
in the manifesto dealing with the oustoma and free trade, said : 
'That is aU I want'P— Yes. 

815a Did he do that before these four gentlemen, or was it 
a* another interview P— That took place in his Ubraiy at Giooto 
Sehnrr. He was standing with hia baok to the libraiy in tka 
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prosenoe of Mr. PhillipB, Colonel EhodeSy Mr. Hanmiond, and 
myself. This docninent was discussed there, and Mr. Ehodea 
stood up and put his finger on that passage and said : ' That is 
all I wanty free trade.' Remember the Transvaal was taxing the 
whole of the prodncta 

8151. Mr. Hammond was thereP — ^Mr. Hammond was there. 

8152. There was one interview then in October. I under- 
stood you to say that you were asked to prepare this manifesto, 
and I imagine you sulmitted it lator P — ^It was in the morning of 
ihe day in October (the date I cannot recollect) that we had the 
interview ; we were to have another interview in the evening, and 
in the interim I was to prepare the document. I did prepare the 
document in the day during the interim, and we met in the 
evening and the discussion took plaoa 

8153. And that was the stipulation made by Mr. Rhodes P — 
Yes. As I have said, we did discuss also the possibility of the 
outcome of the revolution being a settlement of questions like the 
customs tarilEs, the customs union, the railway grievance, and so 
on, and a common court of appeaL 

8154. And the flag was discussed at that interview alaoP — 
Oh, the flag ; the document itself speaks of the maintenance of 
the Republic; it is self-contained. 

8iSS- But it was present to your mind that the plebiscite 
would be all-powerfulP — It was present to my mind. I said, I 
cannot take it any further than that, whatever the outcome. 
Supposing the Boers had turned out to be the majority, many of 
them had said to me, 'We would be glad to have ^e British 
flag,' I would be only too happy to have the British flag. All I 
felt was that I had no moral right to raise the British flag.' 

8156. Ton used these words: 'I said I could carry it no 
further ' ; therefore the subject was discussed P — Yes, we discussed 
as to what the future might bring forward. I remember perfectly 
wdl the broad discussion about the whole thing, about the rela- 
tion to the neighbouring states of South Africa, and, broadly, we 
discussed what Mr. Blake has put to me, that the outcome of it 
might be a form of federation. I was not very much concerned 
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about the flag in this 861186, beoauae I did not want to raiso a 
great dispute about it; I knew it would touch a lot of people, 
you know, and as long as we got Anglo-Saxon civilisation and 
the country satisfied, we knew that federation would follow later 
on, and that if ever it did take place there could be only one flag 
for it. 

8157. There could be only one flagP — ^Yes. The trouble in 
South Africa to-day is that the Boer looks for a united South 
Africa under the Dutch flag and the Dutch Republic, and the 
Englishman looks for a united South Africa and a Federated 
Republic under the English flag. (See QQ. 8724-5.) 

8158. When you say that the Boer looks for a united South 
Africa under the Dutch flag, has that been publicly stated by any 
of the leading Dutch politicians? — I could quote the Chief 
Justice's own speech in 1893. He was a candidate for election, 
and I quarrelled with him about it I was supporting him, and 
he actually made this speech to the Potchefstroom burghers. 
He said, 'With regard to our flag, I can only advise you to act 
so that in time it should wave over the whole of South Africa.' 

Mb. Blakb. 

8159. I think it might be liable to misconstruction. You 
put a contrast of the Dutch or Boer population wanting a State 
under the Dutch flag, and a British population wanting one under 
the British flag ; do you mean an independent Dutch flag, or a 
flag of some continental power P — I think they wanted to spread 
the Republican flag, first to join the two Republics that exist 
there, and then to extend themselves, as they put it in the 
Bloemfontein speech, as burghers of a imited South Africa. 

Mb. Obobob Wtndham. 

8160. You refer to the Bloemfontein speech now; you refer 
to the recent conference this yearP — ^Yes. 

8 161. And the speech of tiie Chief Justice was in 1893 P — 
Yes. 

8162. The same sentiments had been repeated P — ^Yes, over 
and over again ; both sides speak of a united South Africa. The 
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yjiy gliAmim oontemplates when the united Scmth Africa comeB 
that there will be only one flag orer it. 

8163. And those sentunents were rqieated in Bloemfonteia 
in February hist P— Tea. 

8164. The question of taxation has been reopened in regard 
to your own person, and as that has taken place, I should like 
you to tell ns how the taxation presses not upon gentlemen like 
yonrselfy making £10,000 a year, but upon the working men 
of the country P — The neoessaries of life are taxed out of all 
prc^Ktftion to reason. I do not know whether the Committee 
have the Customs Tariff; I think it is very right they should 
have it. 

8165. I should like the Committee to have it. — There is a 
mass of information that I haye taken the trouble to collate, not a 
word of which is irrelevant or immaterial 

8166. I think it is much more pertinent to the inquiry than 
the taxation on your own income of £10,000 a year, and I should 
like you to give that evidence nowP — ^I should like to put in this 
'Sdiedule of Customs' in the Transvaal; you will see how the 
food-stuffs are taxed. 

8167. Can you show us how it bears upon the question I 
was putting, namely, the incidence of taxation upon the incomes 
of working men P — ^Tes ; ham, bacon, and all tinned meats are 
taxed. Ham and bacon are taxed approximately to la. a pound ; 
the country does not produce them fit to eat All imported meats 
are taxed to the rate of 2fi«. the 100 lbs. ; flour and meal and 
all sorts, even maize, are taxed at the rate of 15«. a bag, or 
7«. 6d. per 100 lbs., with an ad valorem duty on all these things 
of 7^ per cent., not on the cost at the port of departure, but on 
that cost plus the 20 per cent, which makes it about 9 per cent 
ad valorem duty on these things plus these special rates. The 
result of that is really to increase the cost of living to such an 
extent that the great bulk of the taxation, at least a great part of 
the taxation, comes out of these customs ; and last year the total 
Su^scession Duty was £1,360,000, almost enough to govern the 
country adequately on alone. But they have besidoB that tiuree 
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and a lialf millionH of revenue from other sooroea. Our case is 
that tbejr eonld wipe the ouBtoms duty away altogether and leave 
the workman free to have hia qheap brei^c&at table, and still 
govern the country and have a surplus. 

8168. Have the working men of Johannesburg of their own 
moti<m ever shown their resentment against this taxation P — 
Absolutely. They have repeatedly petitioned for a remission of 
ihe oustoms duties, and to this length it had gone, that in 
November, 1895, a man oame to me and asked me what the 
National Union was going to do, because if we did not move 
ttiey were going to convene a mass meeting in Johannesburg and 
have a row. 

8169. In November, 1896 P— Yes ; that was the very thing 
we apprehended, that there would be a rio^ and organized dis- 
turbance, and then failure. I pacified him and said, 'What are 
you distressed about P ' and he said, * Look here, I am a married 
man ; on Sunday I had 2 lbs. of ham for my seven children, my 
wile, and myself, and some bread and butter.' 

Ohaikman. 

817a Is it necessary to go into thisP — ^I just want to show 
you that it was a workmg man's grievance too, and he said, 'It 
oost me 2a. 9d. duty before I paid anything/ 

Mb. Gborob Wtndhail 

8 171. This was a working manP — ^Tea. 

8172. Do you suppose he had heard that there was going 
to be a conspiracy P«*-No, he had heard nothing about it 

8173. JEb at any rate was not in this stock-jobbing con- 
spiracy P — ^Na 

8174. There is one other thing I should like to ask you. 
I am not going into the grievances, but into what has been done 
ainee. Gan you tell us shortly what reforms have been car- 

f 

Mr. JoAn StUs.'] Do you mean since Mr. Leonard left P 
Mr. Omrge Wyndham.'] I mean since January, 1896. 
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Mr. John Ellis.] Then he knows it by hearsay. 
Witness.] I know the statute that was passed; I haTe 
taken it from the statute-book. 

Mr. John Ellis. 

8175. We can read the statutes for ourselTesP — ^But yoa 
never get them. 

Mb. Oripps. 

8176. There is one question I want to ask you : I do not want 
to go into the grievances generaUy, but you said that in reoeat 
years the Transvaal had taken away rights which UitLanders had 
before ; you recollect making that statement P — ^Yes. 

8177. I just want to ask yon to tell me what the rights are 
to which you refer which have been taken away? — ^We entered 
the countiy, the great bulk of us, in the years 1886, 1887, 1888, 
and 1889, and a very large proportion of the population had 
settled there ; I went there in 1888 ; at that time the Transvaal 
laws permitted admission to full citizenship after five yean' 
residence. In 1890 that right was taken away virtually when Hie 
Second Yolksraad was established. This sop was thrown to us, 
this Second Yolksraad, and the same Parliament in the aame 
session took the right to acquire the franchise at the end of five 
years away from us after we had been in the countiy, and after 
many of us, not I but many more, had taken the oath of al- 
legiance in the hope of getting the franchise. Our case was 
practically that there was a breach of faith in legislating away 
this right after we had become settled in the countiy. We said 
in fact that to British subjects there was an unwritten preamble 
to the whole constitution, and the basis of the constitution was 
the basis of our lives. 

8178. You were talking about rights that had been taken 
away ; were you referring to anything else besides the francdiise 
law P — ^We got a limitation of tiie right of public meeting pro- 
jected upon us ; we got our press liberty interfered with ; in 1885 
we had the direct threat, and an Act afterwards put on Ae 
statute-book, of being deported from the country without trial; 
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we had the whole of the tazatioii put upon qb ; we were deprived 
of eduoation ; we were told in a court of law that we must turn 
oar ohildreii into Dutchmen if we were to get any priYileges 
granted to them. 

8179. Have you told me all the matters now that you refer 
to under the head of rights taken away — ^I do not want to go 
into ibe general grievances P — But the right of citizenship and 
the right to equality in the State is the main grievance that we 
oomplain of. 

8180. I understand that that is your only grievance ; but as 
r^ards specific matters are there any others than those things to 
which you have referred P — Our men could not be jurymen and 
there were these constant attacks upon the independent capacity 
of the High Oourt ; we have no control or say at aU over the 
taauition or our destiny; we could not have any law we like. 

8181. I do not want to go back into this matter again. 
Except the illustrations you have given, are there any other 
specific cases of rights being taken awayP — ^Do you mean by 
interference with the courts, or anything of that sortP 

8182. — ^like the illustration you gave of the franchise law 
being altered to your detriment P — ^The franchise law is the main 
thing; it goes to the root of everything. We have always looked 
upon it as the broad point. 

Mb. Whabton. 

8183. Mr. Phillips told us the other day that the English- 
speaking children had to become, in &ct, as you say, Dutch 
children or to leam Dutch before they could have any better 
education in schools supported by the State ; I only want to know 
from you as nearly as you can say what is the number of EngUsh- 
speakiug children needing elementary education that come xmder 
that category P — It is very difficult to speak exactly, but I should 
think there are from 12,000 to 15,000 growing up. I saw a 
statement in the census return, it was a census taken of the town 
of Johannesburg and a three-mile radius, that there were 6000 
and odd children growing up without any education at aU. That 
oensns was taken last year. 
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8184. Six thouaand cluldreii needing elemsntary education 
and deprived of ednoation by that lawP — Yes, and for idiom no 
provision is made at all. 

(Sir Hbnby OAMPBBLL-BAiriTBSMAN here took the Chair.) 

Sib William Habt Dykb. 

8185. When you referred previously in your evidence to 
equal rights as regards the English and Dutdi languages^ you 
referred especially^ I presume, to this question of elementary 
education P — ^Yes, there was that; but there is more than that 
too; there was a great grievance felt that the Dutch language 
was enforced as a necessary qualification for members oi looal 
sanitary committees and the local municipality ; a couple ol our 
best members had to resign; they would not have anything to 
do with the thing; one was disqualified and the other resigned 
in the early days, before the thing was enforced, because he 
could not understand the Dutch language^ And the coat of 
litigation to English litigants on either side, through being com'* 
polled to use a language which the judge understood less than 
he did English, and which every barrister understands less tiian 
be does English, going through an interpreter, was increased 
tremendously; that and the education. 

8186. And you would suggest the use of bi-lingual books in 
the elementary schools, and that they should be taught together 
pari passu in the two languages side by side P — We started a 
voluntary education system which was based on that prindpla 

8187. Would there be any difficulty as regards 'Kngligti 
teachers in these schools P — ^I hear that to comply with this 
law they are sending now Dutch teachers over to London to get 
a smattering of English to qualify them to go out and comp]^ 
with the law. 

8188. You went a great deal further than this; but you 
confirm generally the evidence which has been given with regard 
to the education question P — ^Yes. 

8189. You made use of an expression in answer to the right 
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honourable Ohairman with regard to thiB movemfiiit in Johannes- 
burg ; you said it would fiiil if it turned into a riol^ I should 
like you to widen that expression a little as regards the word fail ; 
what do you mean by 'fail,' — ^that you would fail to secure the 
reforms if there were a riotP — ^What I meant was that there was 
disoontenti and it took some unorganized form, the men were 
unanned, there was no ammunition, and if discontent broke out 
into disturbance it would simply lead to the last state being worse 
than the first; the €K>vemment would quell the thing. They 
were unarmed and unorganised ; and their case was a legitimate 
and a good one ; and it was best, if the thing was conung to that 
position, that it should be an organized moyement. 

8190. You mean the Committee to infer then that in that 
case the Boers would inmiediately put it down by armed force, and 
there would have been a disturbance ending, ndt only in failure as 
regards the movement itself, but in the actual result of it with 
regard to reform of grievances P — ^Yes. 

8191. But I presume that you and your coadjutors intended 
if possible to promote this movement of ref onning the grievances 
without bloodshedP — Our whole idea in wanting to arm ourselves 
at Pretoria and depriving the Boers of artilleiy, was to limit the 
possibility of bloodshed, to put ourselves on a more level footing with 
them, andtodeprive them of the power of offence from a distance. 

8192. And with regard to Dr. Jameson and his foroe^ you 
were of course most anxious to secure an identity of operation, 
«t> that in the event of the movement being commenced on your 
party he would be present there with his force to make assuranoe 
doubly sure, and to secure your object P — ^It was arranged tlutt 
whatever date should be absolutely fixed by us, and communicated 
to Dr. Jameson, should be the date on which we started our 
operations in Johannesburg, and that Dr. Jameson should start 
from the border at the same time. 

8193. You mentioned also in your evidence a little while 
ago that even some among the Dutch population would welcome 
the change; did you mean with reference to a reform of the 
franchise and other matters P — ^Yes ; certainly. 
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8194. What kind of percentage of the Bateh would it be; 
was it a large moyement in Johannesburg ; were there a great 
number of the Butch population who were supporters P — There 
was a great number of the Dutch population who were utterly 
dissatisfied with the mal-administration in Pretoria by giving 
oonoeesions which gave to foreigners profits which, if tbey ware 
exacted from the public at all, should haye gone into the Treasury. 
And there were constant memorials every year to the Gbyemment 
and to the Yolksraad opposing further grants of these monopolies 
and opposing abuses. There had been a genuine movement for 
reform among many of the Dutch people, and we looked to that 
really to support us; at least, we hoped there would be less 
ground for friction between us. 



(Ms. Chablbs Lbonard recalled.) 
Chaibmah (the Bight Hon. W. L. Jackson). 

8723. You desire, I understand, to make a correction or 
alteration in answer to Question 81 57 of your evidence P — ^Yes. 

8724. The words referred to read at present thus : 'And the 
|gnglift>iTnaTi looks f or a United South Africa, and a Federated 
Bepublic under the English flag' P— Yes. 

8725. You think that those words do not convey the meaning 
that you wished to convey to the Committee P — ^I am quite dear 
I never meant to convey tiiat the Englishman wanted a BepubUc 
in South Africa at alL I would like the words * and a Federated 
Bepublic ' struck out. 

8726. That is aU, I understand P— Yes. 
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PAPER 
Handed in by Mr. Charles Leonard, 

May 1 8th, 1897. 

MANIFESTO. 

We, the xmenfranchised inhabitants of the South African 
Republic (Transvaal), publish this Manifesto and appeal to the 
civilised world, and specially to the inhabitants of South Africa, 
on the grounds following : — 

1. We constitute the great majority of the white inhabitants 
of the Republic. 

2. We own, by purchase, more than half of the land in the 
Republic. 

3. We are the sole owners of the mines, town, properties, 
merchandise, and machinery; in short, the property and 
possessions of the Boers are insignificant in value compared 
to our property. 

4. We contribute five-sixths of the total revenue of the State, 
and have by our industry and ci^ital raised it from a con- 
dition of bankruptcy to a position in which the annual 
revenue is over £2,000,000, while there is a surplus in the 
Treasury of over £1,000,000. 

5. Our interests in the State are diverse and complex in 
character, and trained intelligence is necessary to the 
making of laws for the regulation of those interests. All 
political power is vested in the hands of uneducated 
&rmers, and it is impossible that legislators chosen, as 
they are, entirely from this class, can govern our aShirs 
satisfactorily and with an even hand. It is in the nature 
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of things impoBsible, and experience has demonstrated its 
impossibility. 

6. In addition to the broad principle mentioned in the last 
dause, there exists, by a chain of circumstances, a Tirtual 
oligarchy, which, itself entirely hostile to us, is unduly 
influenced by external forces, chiefly, if not entirdy, 
Hollander, foreign and inimical to the serious and best 
interests of the country which we have made our home. 

7. The status of the High Court, hitherto our only bulwark 
against oppression, is entirely unsatisfactory, and its 
independence, jurisdiction, and dignity are constantly 
being threatened and attacked, while jury trial is shorn 
of much of its yalue because jurors are drawn only from 
the ranks of the enfranchised. 

8. Our railways are in the hands of a corporation, domiciled 
in HoUand, which is paralysing our commerce, and, in 
conjunction with the general policy of the OoTemment, 
bringing about a condition of things fraught with the 
gravest danger to the indq>endenoe of the Bepublic. 

9. The administration is in many cases thoroughly corrupt, 

and there is no hope of reform. 

10. The granting of monopolies is a curse and a grievous 
burden, the weight of which falls directly and almost 
entirely on the unenfranchised. Beferenoe need only be 
made to the dynamite monopoly; which is now drawing 
half a million per annum out of the pockets of the gold- 
producers (an ever-increasing burden) and patting it into 
the coffers of a body of foreign speculators. 

11. Taxation is unfairly distributed, and the necessaries of life, 
both the products of South Africa and other countries, 
which cannot be produced at all or in sufficient quantities, 
are made so dear as seriously to hamper the public, and 
especially to retard the progress of the working classes. 

12. Fresh taxation is continuously being imposed, and in 
such a manner as to affect the unenfranchised only, not- 
withstanding the fact that there exists a large and 
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inoieamng Biiiplii8» wbiek ahould justify the reduction of 
taxation. 
18. There is no efficient control or account of the expenditure 
of public money. 

14. The Goyemment is detpotio in the highest degree, and the 
Yolksraad exists only to give formal effect to the will of 
an oligarchy. 

Our libeorties are not sala In the past few years Acts 
haye been passed intended to curtail the liberty of the 
press and the right of public meeting, Acts aimed 
distinctly at the Uidanders only, while during the recent 
session of the Yolksraad a resolution was passed author- 
ising the OoTemment to bring in a bill to amend the law 
relating to sedition, the object being to make the executiye 
Gbyemment, instead of the courts, the judges in alleged 
cases of sedition, with power to deport men without the 
ordinary triaL 

Surely and insidiously the ordinary safeguards of life, 
liberty, and property, eyen as they exists are being under- 
mined. Freedom has become a trayesty, and daily, under 
coyer of her sacred name, deeds are perpetrated which make 
free men shudder. 

15. Local sdf-goyemment, as we are accustomed to it, is denied 
to us, with graye consequence to health. 

16. We are yirtnally denied the benefits of education out of the 
funds we contribute, and but for indiyidual effort our 
children would grow up in absolute ignorance. 

17. The use of the English language, the language of the great 
majority of people in the State, is forbidden in all official 
business, eyen in railway notices. 

18. We haye had constantly to suffer the greatest insults at the 
hands of the goyeming body. 

19. We haye for years patiently submitted to all these things, 
and haye made honest and persistent endeayours by consti- 
tutional means to bring about rafoim and redress of our 
grieyanoes, but all hope of succeeding has fled. 
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We were told to wait until a new Baad should be elected. 

The old Raadf which had rejected a monster petition for the 
franchise with 'laughter and jeers,' was said not to represent 
the country. We presented a petition to tiie new Baad, signed 
by nearly 40,000 people — ^twioe as many men as the whole body 
of enfranchised burghers — with the same result. Our yery 
children, bom in the Republic, are denied the franchise. 

And now, driven to despair of oyer getting justice, we have 
determined to strike for it. 

Let it be clear that we have no animosity to the Beer ; that 
we wish to maintaiu a republican form of Gh>Temment, or rather 
to establish a true Republic, in which our just rights shall be 
secured to us, while the legitimate rights of the Boer shall be 
protected ; that, in short, we claim only that place in the poUtioal 
partnership to which we are justly entitled 

We want — 

1. Full representation in the Oounoils of the State in pro- 
portion to our numbers and vested interests. Being 
the majority of the people, we claim to be included in 
a true government of the people, by the people, for the 
people. 

2. Proper control of public moneys, and true responsibility to 
the peopla 

3. Absolute independence of the courts, and the raising of the 

status of the judges. 

4. The possession and control of our railways and public works. 

5. The abolition of monopolies. 

6. Free trade with the neighbouring States of South Africa in 
all products thereol 

7. A settled policy, which, while guarding the legitimate 
interests of the South African Republic aealously, shall 
foster the goodwill of the other Soutii African States, and 
strengthen the bonds of commerce and good feeling 
between us and them. 

S. Pure administration. 

9. Equal rights for the English and Dutch languages. 
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Wet <m unarmed and oomparatiTely defenoelesa people, are 
taking our liyes in our handa to seonre what every other commu- 
nity in South Africa enjoys, and without which we should 
continue to be virtually in a state of civic slavery. We, there- 
fore, daim the sympathy and support of all white peoples of South 
Africa in the struggle which we feel impelled to make as free men 
bound to answer to our children for the dearest heritage of man — 
liberty. For this we fight ; for this we claim the sympathy of the 
world. 

To be issued by National Union. National Union to be re- 
inforced by recruits from moneyed classes first 
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SELECT COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 

^ I '•JUS Select Oommittee appointed to inquire into the origin 
-^ and cironmstanoeB of the incunion into the South African 
BepaUio by an armed force, and into the adminifltration of the 
British South Africa Oompany, and to report thereon, and, further, 
to report what alterations are desirahle in the goyemment of the 
territories under the control of the Oompany, have agreed to the 
foOoiwing Report : — 

Part I. 

ORiem AND OIBOUMSTANOES OF THE INOUBSION 

INTO THE SOUTH AFRICAN REPUBLIO 

OF AN ARMED FOROR 

Frbliminabt. 

Your Oommittee have heard evidence upon that part of the 
Reference which directs them 'to inquire into the origin and 
circomstances of the incursion into the South African Republic 
by an armed force/ and Fart L of this Report relates to that 
matter, and not to questions affecting the administration of the 
British South Africa Oompany. 

At the instance of your Committee, the Secretary of State for 
the Oolonies took steps to secure the attendance of certain witneases 
from South Africa. 

Applications were received from certain persons interested in 
the inquiry asking for permission to be represented by counsel 
This was granted in the cases of the following parties, vis. : — 
The British South Africa Oompany and its Directors ; 
The Right Honourable 0. J. Rhodes; 
Dr. Leander Starr Jameson, O.B. ; 
l£r. Alfred Beit; 
Mr. Lionel Phillips ; and 
Dr. Rutherfoord Harris. 
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Oounoil addresBed the Oommittee on behalf of MeBinu Shodes, 
Beity and Harria* 

Leave was also granted to the Eastern Tdl^^h Oompany to 
be beard by Oonnael on the question of the produotion of oortain 
tdegrams ordered by your Committee. 



BSPOBT Ot OaPB OoifiaTTBB AND PABtilAMMNTABT Pi 

At the outset of Uieir inquiry your Oommittee reeefred in 
evidenoe certain papers and docmnents bea r ing upon the matter 
of the ref erenoe, and especially the Report and Proceedings of a 
Select Oommittee of the House of Assembly of the Oape of Good 
Hope, appointed * to inquire into the circumstances^ as affecting 
that Oolony, in connection with the preparations for, and carrying 
out of I the recent armed inroad into the tenitofy of Hkib South 
African Republia' The Report and Proceeffings of the Oape 
Oommittee were presented to the Imperial ParKament in Maroh of 
the present year. 

Other papers of interest affecting the subject which have also 
been presented are, 'Proceedings in the High Oouri of Jostioe, 
Queen's Bench Division, 1896, Trial at Bar, Regina fi Leandsr 
Starr Jameson and others (transoipt from the shorthand nota oi 
Messrs. Bamett and Buokler); and the Blue Boolaii 0. 7988, 
0. 8068, and 0. 8428. 

Although the Oommittee of the Oape Parliament had not tiie 
opportunity of hearing the eridenee of oertain important witnesses 
who hove appeared before your Oommittee^ am^ endenee was 
forthcoming to enable them to make sucb a dear and able Betnirt 
upon the ciroumstanoes attending the armed ineursion into the 
South African Republic that your Oommittee found themselvea in 
a position to adopt the Report, and hold that, until the ecnttury 
was shown, the findings of fiM)t contained therein should be ac- 
cepted as a &ir and accurate account of what had taken place. 
No adTerse criticisms upon such findings ha^e been made by any 
witness before your Oommittee, and, moreover, at an early period 
of his evidence Mr. 0. J. Rhodes accepted them in the flowing 
words : ' I desire to add that I am wilUng, generally, to aooept the 
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finding as to &ct8 oontained in the Report of the Oommittee of the 
Gape Parliainent/ 

The findings were important; they were^ ifiier aUa, as 
follows : — 

Para. 42. 'With regard to the Chartered Oompeny, your 
Oommittee find that the principal offioialB in Gape Town either 
knewi or were in a position to have known, the existence of this 
plot Two at least of the directors, Mr. Beit and the Right Hon, 
0. J. Rhodes, were, together with the Administrator, Dr. Jameson, 
and Dr. Harris, the South African Secretary of the Oompany, 
active as promoters and moving spirits thronghont^ and they were 
from time to time kept informed of the preparations. 

' The date of the inroad was fixed weeks beforehand, and the 
letter of invitation was obtained fonr weeks b^ore the ostensibk 
date of signature. 

'During the month of December the pressure for what was 
called the ''flotation'' came either from Pitsaoi or from Oape 
Town. 

'The whdie movement was largely financed and engineered 
from outside, and in both cases certain directors and officials of 
the Chartered Company of British South Africa were active 
throughout' 

Para. 43. 'As regards the Right Hon. C. J. Rhodes, your 
Committee can come to no other conclusion than that he was 
thoroughly acquainted with the preparations that led to the 
inroad. That in his capacity as controller of the three great 
joint-stock Companies, the British South Africa Company, the 
De Beers Consolidated Mines, and the Goldfields of South Africa, 
he directed and controlled the combination which rendered such a 
proceeding as the Jameson raid possible.' 

Para. 44. ' It still remains to consider Mr. Rhodes' position 
with regard to Dr. Jameson's entry into the South African 
Republic at the preouBe time when he did. There is no evi- 
dence that Mr. Rhodes ever contemplated that the f<»w at 
Pitaani camp should at any time invade the Transvaal uninvited. 
It appears rather to have been intended to support a movement 
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from withiiL In ihiB ooxmeeticm it is important to refer to the 
telegrams which passed between the confederates during the last 
few dsjTs of December. On the 26th of that month, after the 
preparations at Pitsani — ^which had been made with the approval 
and oonoiuTence of the Ghartered authorities in Gape Town — were 
apparently complete, some hitcb occurred at Johannesburg, the 
whole nature of which is not clearly shown by the evidence ; bat 
•an element in which was doubtless a dispute on the question of 
hoisting the English flag should the reyolution prove sucoessfoL 
The result of this hitch was that those interested at Johannes- 
burg determined to stay proceedings, and dispatdhed Mr. Oharles 
Leonard to Oape Town. He left on the evening of the 26th, and 
his departure was notified the following day in a telegram from 
Ookmel Bhodes to Charter, Oape Town. A perusal ci the 
messages which were exchanged between Dr. Jameson and Dr. 
Harris on the 26th, 27th, and 28th December, and with the 
contents of which your Committee cannot doubt that Mr. Bbodes 
was fully acquainted, will show that the Ghartered authorities in 
Gape Town were fully impressed, more especially after the arrival 
of Mr. Leonard, with the advisability of delaying any advance 
from Pitsani until the Johannesburg confederates were ready. 
And Dr. Jameson was repeatedly counselled to wait until the 
arrangements were complete. At the same time there is an 
absence of any such peremptory command from Mr. Rbodes 
direct to Dr. Jameson not on any account to take action as 
might reasonably have been expected from one resolutely de- 
termined to do aU in his power to prevent a subordinate officer 
from committing a gross breach of the law. 

* About noon on the morning of the 29th December, Mr. 
Rhodes became aware that Dr. Jameson bad definitely made up 
his mind to invade the territory of the South African Bepublio 
that evening, and after a conference with Mr. Rhodes, a draft 
telegram to Dr. Jameson was drawn up by Dr. Harris. More 
than half of that draft, strangely enough, has no referenoe to the 
contemplated inroad, and it is not explained by any evidence 
before your Gommittee; but the latter part of it contains a 
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distinot and peremptory injunction on Dr. Jameson not to oany 
out his contemplated moTement on any account, as ''I (Mr. 
Shodes) most strongly object to such a course." This message 
could not be sent on the 29th» because the line had been cut, nor 
had communication with Maf eking been restored on the morning 
of the 30th; but by noon on that day the damage had been 
repaired, and the line was open. The message, however, was 
never forwarded at all. Upon these &cts it would appear that 
Mr. Rhodes did not direct or approve of Dr. Jameson's entering 
the territory of the South African Republic at the precise time 
when he did do so, but your Committee cannot find that that fact 
relieves Mr. Rhodes from responsibility for the unfortunate occur- 
rences which took place. Even if Dr. Jameson be primarily 
responsible for the last fatal step, Mr. Rhodes cannot escape the 
responsibility of a movement which had been arranged, with his 
concurrence, to take place at the precise time it did, if circum- 
stances had been favourable at Johannesburg. 

'Mr. Rhodes never visited Gape Town at all on Monday, 
nor did he think it right to communicate the fact of the 
inroad to his colleagues in the Ministry. The only message 
actually sent from Gape Town to arrest Dr. Jameson's progress 
alter he had started was the one dispatched by the High Com- 
nussioner about noon on the 30th December, and the one 
conveyed through the British agent at Pretoria, both of which 
were disregarded.' 

Para. 45. ' In conclusion, your Committee cannot but express 
their deep regret that Mr. Rhodes was not present to give to the 
Committee his own account of the proceedings on which they are 
instructed to report, the more so as they are reluctantly forced to 
the conclusion, upon the evidence before them, that the part taken 
by him in the organization which led to the inroad headed by 
Dr. Jameson was not consistent with his duty as Prime Minister 
of the Colony.' 

The work of the Cape Committee was rendered incomplete by 
the absence of important witnesses, who were available to give 
evidence here, and your Conmiittee were put in a position to 
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prosecute the inquiry beyond the point at which the Committee of 
the Cape Parliament had been compelled to leaye it 

Mr. Bhoobs' Evibencb. 
It was obvious at the outset of the proceedings that the inquiry 
of your Committee would be much facilitated by a statement^ 
indicating in clear and unmistakable terms the part Mr. G. J. 
Bhodes had played in the events which had led up to and 
culminated in what is known as the 'Jameson Raid.' In the 
view of the Committee^ the findings in the Report of the Gape 
Gommittee left no room for doubt that Mr. Bhodes must be treated 
as a principal, while those who acted with him were only more or 
less important agents. It was, then, of great moment to discover, 
by summoning Mr. Bhodes to give evidence, whether he would 
be prepared to accept the position of principal, and assume 
responsibility for the proceedings of those who had acted with 
him or under his instructions. 

Tour Committee, therefore, at the earliest period of the inquiry 
called upon Mr. Bhodes to give evidence, and he stated his positian 
in the feUowing terms : — 

* From the date of the establishment of the gold industry on a 
large scale at Johannesburg, much discontent has been 
caused by the restrictions and impositions placed upon it 
by the Transvaal Government, by the corrupt administra- 
tion of that Government, and by the denial of civil rights 
to the rapidly growing Uitlander population. This dis- 
content has gradually but steadily increased, and a con- 
siderable time ago I learnt, from my intercourse with 
many of the leading persons in Johannesburg, that the 
position of affairs there had become intolerable. After 
long efforts, they despaired of obtaining redress by con- 
stitutional means, and were resolved to seek by extra- 
constitutional means such a change in the Ghivemmeiit of 
the South African Republic as should give to the majori^ 
of the population, possessing more than halt the land, nine- 
tenths of the wealth, and paying nineteen-twentieths of 
434 



SELECT OOMMITTEE'B REPORT. 

the taxes in the cotmtiyy a due share in its administration. 
I sympathised with, and, as one largely interested in the 
Transyaaly shared in, these grievances ; and, farther, as a 
citizen of the Cape Colony, I felt that the persistently 
unfriendly attitude of the Gk>Termnent of the South 
African Republic towards the Colony was the great 
obstacle to common action for practiciJ purposes among 
the various States of South Africa. TTnder Uiese circum- 
stances I assisted the movement in Johannesburg with my 
purse and influence. Further, acting within my rights, in 
the autumn of 1895 I placed on territory under the 
administration of the British South Africa Company 
upon the borders of the Transvaal a body of troops under 
Dr. Jameson, prepared to act in the Transvaal in certain 
eventualities. I did not communicate these views to the 
Board of Directors of the British South Africa Company. 
With reference to the Jameson Raid, I may state that Dr, 
Jameson went in without my authority. Saving said this, 
I desire to add that I am willing, generally, to accept the 
finding as to facts contained in the Report of the Com* 
mittee of the Cape Parliament I must admit that in all 
my actions I was greatly influenced by my belief that the 
pcdioy of the present Government of the South African 
Republic was to introduce the influence of another Foreign 
Power into the already complicated system of South Africa, 
and thereby render more difficult in the future the closer 
union of the different States.' 
In the course of his oral examination, Mr. Rhodes made it 
«lear that he desired to accept responsibility for the actions of 
those who had served directly or indirectly under his order. 

HiSTOBICAL SUMMAKT. 

The evidence given before the Committee establishes the £ol- 
lowing facts :— 

In the years 1893 and 1894, and the early part of 1895, there 
•existed much discontent and disquiet amongst the Uitlanders in 
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JohanneBborg owing to the grieyances wluch they oonsideFed 
were inflicted upon them by the laws and administration of the 
South African Republic. 

Before the latter half of 1896 there was no general scheme for 
an aimed insurrection for the purpose of overthrowingy by force, 
the Gh>yemment at Pretoria. 

This IB made apparent by the eyidence of Mr. L. PhiUips and 
Mr. 0. Leonard. The lattcor expressly states that there were no 
resources in arms, money, or organisation which would have made 
a revolution possible. 

In June, 1896, Mr. Rhodes, with Mr. Beit, formed a plan lor 
organising the discontent which existed at Johannesburg, pro- 
Yiding money and arms for the purpose of an insurrection there^ 
and placing a force under Dr. Jameson on the frontier of the 
Transvaal to assist and support it Mr. Beit expressly states that 
the scheme for assisting an insurrection in Johannesburg, and for 
an armed invasion in its support by Dr. Jameson, originated with 
Mr. Rhodes. 

Mr. Beit was sent by Mr. Rhodes to make arrangements with 
certain persons who were leaders of the reform movement in 
Johannesburg. 

It appears from Mr. Beit's evidence that Mr* Rhodes* scheme 
was not at once adopted at Johannesburg. 

It was not till late in October, 1896, that Mr. Rhodes arrived 
at a definite arrangement with the leaders of the insurrectionaiy 
party at Johannesburg as to the proceedings to be taken. 

Mr. Phillips and Mr. Leonard had expressed to Mr. Beit their 
wish to discuss the scheme first with Mr. Rhodes, and this dis- 
cussion took place in the latter end of October, at an interview in 
Mr. Rhodes' house, Groote Schuur, between Mr. Rhodes, Mr. 
Phillips, Mr. Hammond, Oolonel Rhodes, and Mr. Leonard. At 
the interview a manifesto, printed on page xi.* of your Committee's 
Report, was submitted by Mr. Leonard, and accepted by Mr. 
Rhodes as embod]ring the objects to be achieved by the revolution. 
In order to accomplish these objects a basiB of action was agreed 
upon. • FBfst 489 of this volume 
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Mr. Leonard states the badB of action as follows : — 

' The basis of the compact was, that Mr. Rhodes should assist 

us. Originally^ I think, as many as 1200 men were to be 

on the border. That watered down, until finally, just 

before Dr. Jameson came over the border, I think it was 

760. We were to rise in revolt, seize the Pretoria Arsenal 

and the ammunition from there, retire on Johannesburg, 

and hold the place, and Mr. Rhodes told me the High 

Commissioner would come up from Cape Town to mediate.' 

Mr. Rhodes seems also to have assured Mr. Leonard at that 

time that the Dutch population in Cape Colony * would welcome a 

change.' 

As soon as this arrangement had been made, active operations 
were commenced. Dr. Jameson, who had been previously in- 
formed of the intentions of Mr. Rhodes, proceeded to concentrate 
a force (derived partly from Buluwayo, partly from the Cape, and 
partly from the former Bechuanaland Police), on the frontier of 
the Transvaal. 

When the plan had been settled in Cape Town, Colonel F. 
Rhodes was placed at Johannesburg as manager of the Con- 
solidated Goldfields. And thus Mr. Rhodes, through Colonel 
Rhodes at Johannesburg, and Dr. Jameson at Pitsani, had the 
principal control of the armed forces who were to accomplish or 
assist the revolution. 

Colonel Rhodes received from Mr. Rhodes an unlimited credit 
for moneys required for purposes of the revolution. These moneys 
were drawn upon a * New Concessions Account ' in the books of 
the Chartered Company, and were repaid by Mr. Rhodes some 
time after the Raid, to the amount of £61,000. 

Mr. Rhodes states that this was done to cover the character 
of the transaction, and that he always intended that they should 
ultimately be charged to his private account. 

Mr. Beit admits that, in a similar way, he gave unlimited 
credit to Mr. L. Phillips, his partner, which was employed for 
the purposes of the revolution to the extent of some £200,000. 
Mr. Rhodes paid large sums of monqr to Dr. Wdff, who was 
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employed in organizing stores and stations for Dr. Jameson's 
forces, and also for arms sent from England by Dr. Butherf oori 
Harris, the Secretary of the Chartered Company at Cape Town, 
which were the property of the Chartered Company, but were 
diverted from their avowed destination, Rhodesia, to be osed for 
the insurrection in Johannesburg, and the amoimt some time after 
the Raid was repaid by Mr. Rhodes. 

The arms supplied to the insurgents at Johannesburg were 
secretly smuggled into the Transvaal through the instrumentality 
of the De Beers Company, of which Mr. Rhodes was a principal 
director. 

The details of these operations were arranged between Dr. 
Jameson at Pitsani or Maf eking, and Colonel Rhodes at Johannes* 
burg; but Dr. Jameson was in constant communication with 
Mr. Rhodes at Cape Town, personally or otherwise, and the most 
important communications between Colonel Rhodes and Dr. 
Jameson passed through the Chartered Company's office at Cape 
Town, and were known to Mr. Rhodes, who accepts responaibili^ 
for what was done. 

As soon as the preparations were well advanced, towards the 
latter end of November 1896, Dr. Jameson, who had been with 
Mr. Rhodes at Cape Town, went to Johannesburg, and procured a 
letter signed by Mr. C. Leonard, Colonel Rhodes, Mr. L. Phillips, 
Mr. J. H. Hammond, and Mr. G. Farrar. 

Mr. Leonard has stated that he was very reluctantly a party 
to giving this letter of invitation to Dr. Jameson, and he has said 
in effect that it was given to afford a pretext which might justify 
Dr. Jameson with the Directors of the Chartered Company, and 
induce the officers and men to join him in the Raid. 

This letter was shown to Mr. Rhodes by Dr. Jameson on his 
return to Cape Town, and upon 20th December, 1895, Mr. Rhodes 
asked to be supplied with a copy. 

Mr. Leonard, Colonel Bhodes, and Mr. Phillips have all 
distinctly stated that this letter was never intended as an 
authority to Dr. Jameson to enter the Transvaal unless and until 
he received a further summons from them ; they state that it was 
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never inteaded to be published, but to be used only for the 
purposes above-mentioned; aad when they learnt that Dr. 
Jameson was intending to start, so far from authorising or 
inviting him to oome in, they used every measure in their 
power, by telegram and by messenger, to prohibit and prevent 
the Raid. With the full knowledge of all these circumstances^ 
Dr. Jameson, being convinced that no rising was about to take 
place at Johannesburg, determined to bring matters to a head, and 
telegraphed to Mr. Rhodes : — 

'We will make our own flotation with help of letter^ 

which I will publish/ 

This letter was also read to the troops before Dr. Jameson 
started, and was used by him as the ground of his action, both to 
the Boer Commandant, and to the messenger sent by the High 
Commissioner to order his return. 

Immediately upon the Raid becoming known, this letter, by 
the orders of Mr. Rhodes, was cabled by Dr. Harris to Miss 
Shaw for insertion in The Times newspaper, with a date filled 
in which made it appear that it had been sent as an urgent appeal 
from Johannesburg just before the Raid. 

Mr. Rhodes himself relied upon this letter in his telegram 
to the Chartered Company in London on 3rd January, 1896, 
as the explanation of Dr. Jameson's invasion. The manner in 
which this letter was dealt with deserves the strongest con- 
demnation. 

During the whole of this period every precaution was taken to 
oonceal from the High Commissioner what was going on under 
Dr. Jameson at Pitsani. 

Sir H. Robinson (now Lord Rosmead), when he heard that 
the Chartered Company were bringing down troops from 
Bulawayo to Pitsani, asked Mr. Rhodes why this was being 
done, uid Mr. Rhodes told him it was to protect a railway 
line, and for economy. Mr. Rhodes suggested a similar excuse 
to Dr. Jameson in his telegram of the 27th December, 1895, two 
days before the Raid. 

The best record of the proceedings between the end of 
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Noyember and the latter part of Deoember, 1895, is dernred firom 
the documents captured at Eragersdorp. 

Mr. Beit, who had just returned to the Cape from England, 
on 20th December, sent a telegram from Cape Town to Mr. L. 
Phillips urging 'immediate flotation.' And on 21st Decemb^ 
Mr. Ehodes telegraphed to Colonel Bhodes to fix the date for tiie 
insurrection, so that he might advise Dr. Jameson. 

At this time, however, the revolutionaiy party at Johannes- 
burg hung back, owing to doubts relating to the assurances 
which had been given by Mr. Rhodes that on the day of the 
insurrection he and the High Commissioner would leave for 
Johannesburg. Mr. Rhodes and Dr. Jameson appear to have 
entered into conversation with the High Commissioner on the 
subject of his presence at Johannesburg in the event of poeaible or 
probable disturbances there, but concealed from him the fact that 
they were themselves the principal organizers and movers in the 
intended revolution. 

The assurance given by Mr. Rhodes and Mr. Beit of the 
presence of the High Commissioner was used without his 
knowledge or consent as an argument and encouragement to 
promote the insurrection ; conduct which your Committee severely 
eondemns. 

This assurance having been given, the date of the in* 
surrection was finally arranged for Saturday, 28th December, 
1896, and Mr. Rhodes informed Dr. Jameson on 23rd December 
that * they are very anxious you must not start before 8 o'dook.' 
At this date all the parties were agreed as to the immediate 
carrying out of the Raid — ^Mr. Rhodes at Cape Town, the Com- 
mittee at Johannesburg, and Dr. Jameson at Pitsani. 

On 26th December, however, another obstacle arose; Dr. 
Jameson's brother, from Johannesburg, and Mr. Rhodes, from 
Cape Town, telegraphed to Dr. Jameson at Pitsani, that — 

* It is absolutely necessary to postpone flotation through 
unforeseen circumstances here altogether unexpected and 
until we have C. J. Rhodes' absolute pledge that authority 
of Imperial Government will not be insisted on. Gharles 
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Leonard left last night to interview G. J. Rhodes. We will 

endeavour to meet your wishes as regards December, but you 

must not move until you have received instructions to. Please 

confirm.' 

Mr. C. Leonard was thereupon dispatched by the revolutionary 
party to Gape Town, and messengers sent by them to Dr. 
Jameson to prohibit his entrance into the TransvaaL Mr. 
Rhodes, also, with expressions of regret, directed Dr. Jameson 
not to move until he heard from him again. 

On 27th December, 1895, Dr. Jameson informed Mr. Rhodes 
that ' if they do not, we will make our own flotation with help 
of letter, which I will publish.' On 28th December, Dr. Jameson 
telegraphed to Mr. Rhodes, 'there will be no flotation if left 
to themselves.' On the same day telegrams were sent from 
Gape Town to Dr. Jameson. 'It is all right if you will only 
wait,' and further, 'After seeing him' (Heany, tibe messenger 
from Johannesburg), 'you and we must judge regarding flotation, 
but all our foreign friends are now dead against it, and say public 
will not subscribe one penny towards it, even with you as director. 
Ichabod.' 

Mr. 0. Leonard having arrived on that day (Saturday, 28th 
December), at Gape Town, Mr. Rhodes telegraphed to Golonel 
Rhodes at Johannesburg, 'Gharles Leonard says flotation not 
popular, and England's bunting will be resisted by publia Is it 
true P Gonsult all our friends and let me know, as Dr. Jameson 
is quite ready to move resolution, and is only waiting for Gaptain 
Maurice Heany's arrival.' 

Later on the same day (28th December), Dr. Jameson tele- 
graphed to Mr. Rhodes, ' Unless I hear definitely to the contrary, 
shall leave to-morrow evening.' 

On the next day (29th December), Dr. Jameson telegraphed 
to Mr. Rhodes, ' Shall leave to-night for Transvaal.' 

These last two telegrams were deliyered at 11 a.m. on Sunday, 
29th December. 

There is a conflict of evidence as to what were the true 
grounds which determined the revolutionary party at Johan- 
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meBborg on 36th Deoember to ooxuxter-order the iBtarrectioii 
which had been fixed for the 28th| and to prohibit the inTasion of 
the Transvaal by Dr. Jameson, which had been settled for that day. 

Colonel Hhodes states that it was 'because they would not 
rise until they got a distinct assurance about the flag, and they 
only got that on the Sunday morning. We were told in the 
telegram we got from Gape Town' (from C. Leonard), 'that an 
entirely new departure had been decided on.' 

Dr. WoUE attributes the failure to the fact that, being unable 
to seize the arsenal at Pretoria, they were quite imprepaied. 

Mr. C. Leonard gives the same reasons, as well as the difficulty 
about the flag. 

Mr. Phillips says they had not arms for their men. 

Mr. Rhodes, on Saturday, 28th December, informed Sir 
Oraham Bower ' that all prospect of a rising at Johannesburg was 
at an end, and had fizzled out like a damp squib.' 

On Sunday, 29th December, Mr. Rhodes having received the 
telegrams announcing the intention of Dr. Jameson to start on 
the Sonday night, proposed to send the following reply, dated 
29th December, 12 (noon) : — ' Things in Johannesburg I yet hope 
to see amicably settled. ... On no account whatever must you 
move. I most strongly object to such a course/ The wires not 
being open to Mafeking this telegram was, in fact, never dis- 
patched. When communication was restored at noon on the 
30th, no attempt was made by Mr. Rhodes to send this or any 
other message disapproving Dr. Jameson's action. The wires 
having been cut by Dr. Jameson's orders on the Sunday night 
when he started, the intelligence of his invasion of the Transvaal 
was not officially known at Gape Town till mid-day on Monday, 
80th December. 

The announcement of the collapse of the movement was com- 
municated by Sir Ghraham Bower to the High Oomnussioner on 
Sunday, 29th December. On that night, at 11 pan., Mr. Rhodes 
sent for Sir G. Bower, and informed him that Dr. Jameson had 
intimated his intention of entering the Transvaal that evening, 
and that he, Mr. Rhodes, had been endeavouring to telegraph to 
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Br. Jameson, forbidding such a movement^ but found the wires 
had been out. 

Sir G*. Bower conununioated this information to the High 
Commismoner at an early hour on the morning of Monday, 
iheSOtL 

The High Commissioner at once telegraphed to Mr. Newton^ 
directing him, if Dr. Jameson had gone in, to send a special mes- 
senger on a &st horse to overtake him, and order him to return. 

The High Commissioner, on the 31st December, issued a pro- 
clamation publicly repudiating Dr. Jameson's conduct, and calling 
on British subjects to abstain from aiding and abetting him in 
his anned violation of the territoiy of a friendly State. The 
farther action taken by the High Commissioner, as well as the 
steps taken by the Colonial Office on receipt of the news of the 
Baid, are detailed in Blue Books C. 7933 and 0. 8063. 

When the Baid took place Mr. Bhodes declined to take part 
in any measures to arrest it or to avert its consequences, except 
that subsequently on Wednesday, 1st January, Mr. Rhodea 
telegraphed to Colonel Spreckley, Buluwayo, on no account to 
move die Rhodesia Horsa As soon as the incursion of Dr. 
Jameson was known, Mr. Bhodes was enjoined by the Secretary 
of State through the High Commissioner to cooperate in direct- 
ing Dr. Jameson's immediate return, and to make a public 
disavowal of complicity with him. His colleagues in the Cape 
Government urged upon him the same course. This Mr. Bhodea 
refused to do, and when the High Commissioner resolved to 
issue his proclamation on the 31st December, Mr. Rhodes re- 
turned to Cape Town specially to urge the delay of the issue of 
this proclamation, at all events tiU next day, saying it would 
make Dr. Jameson an outlaw. So far from co-operating in order 
to counteract the invasion of Dr. Jameson, Mr. Rhodes telegraphed 
messages to Miss Shaw in London on 30th December and 31st 
December, whilst Dr. Jameson was on the march, with the object 
of inducing the Secretaiy of the Colonies to support his action. 

These messages, however, where not communicated by Miss 
Shaw to the Colonial Secretaiy. 
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Dr. Jameson prooeeded with his inTBsion of the TranBraal. 
He was oyertaken by the messenger from Mafeking, sent bgr 
order of the High Ckmumssioner, at midday on Tuesday, 31st 
December ; met by the one from Protoria on the morning of the 
1st January, about 10.30 ajn. ; and these messages ordering him 
to rotum wero duly deliyered. He, however, declined to obey 
the summons, stating that he relied upon the letter of invitation 
which he had received ' from the principal residents of the Band 
to come to the aid of my fellow-men in their extremity/ The 
manner in which this letter was obtained, and the use made of it, 
have already been referred to in this report 

The details of the defeat of Dr. Jameson by the Boers, and 
the subsequent events at Johannesburg and Protoria, aro suffi- 
ciently well known, and it is not necessary to set them forth. 

Mr. Bhodes in the course of his statement dealt with three 
points particularly pertinent to the subject of inquiry, namely : — 

(a) The influence of the Uitlander ^ grievances ' upon his con- 
duct and policy ; 

(6) The direct assertion that Dr. Jameson ' went in ' without 
his authority ; and 

(c) The concealment of his views from the Board of Directors 
of the British South Africa Company. 

UriLANDBB ^ GrIBVANCBS.' 

In roference to the first of the points mentioned in the last 
paragraph, namely, the influence of the Uitlander ' grievances * 
upon Mr. Bhodes' conduct and policy; Mr. Bhodes puts these 

* grievances ' in the f orofront of his statement, and makes them 
in great part the foundation of the policy which induced him to 
assist the movement for redress with his purse and with his 
influence. 

While your Conmiittee wero quite unable to hold that these 

* grievances ' could in any way justify such action as that adopted 
by Mr. Bhodes and Dr. Jameson, the Committee determined to 
admit evidence bearing upon this side of the question, not in 
justification of the conspiracy against the Transvaal Governments 
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Imt beoaofle it had been stated in eyidence tliat the origin of * the 
incursion ' was due to the grieyances. 

Mr. Gharles Leonard, at one time Chairman of the National 
Union at Johannesburg, and Mr. Lionel Fhillips, a prominent 
member of that body, gave oTidence as to the ' grievances * of 
the TJitlander population, and as to the endeavours of the TTnion 
to obtain redress. Mr. Leonard also described the gradual advance 
of popular feeling, the formation of the Union by the professional 
and working classes of Johannesburg, the reluctance of the 
capitalists to join, and their subsequent adhesion. It was also 
made dear that in the years preceding 1895 popular discontent 
prevailed in the town, and that disturbances might have occurred 
at any time ; it was further proved that it was not until October^ 
1895, that the active co-operation of the capitalists was secured. 

In October, 1895, after consultation with Mr. Rhodes, Mr. 
Phillips, Mr. Hammond, and C!olonel Rhodes at Gape Town, 
Mr. Leonard prepared a manifesto, in which the demands were 
set out in the following terms : — 

' We want, (1) Full representation in the Councils of the State 
in proportion to our numbers and vested interests ; being 
the majority of the people we claim to be included in a 
true government of the people by the people for the 
people; (2) Proper control of public moneys and true 
responsibility to the people ; (3) Absolute independence of 
the courts uid the raising of ths status of the judges; 
(4) The possession and control of our railways and public 
works ; (5) The abolition of monopolies ; (6) Free trade 
with the neighbouring States of South Africa in all pro- 
ducts thereof ; (7) A settled policy which, while guarding 
the legitimate interests of the South African Republic 
zealously, shall foster the goodwill of the other South 
African States and strengthen the bonds of commerce and 
good feeling between us and them ; (8) Pure administra- 
tion; (9) Equal rights for the English and Butch 
languages.' 
From 1890 to 1895 there were repeated endeavours to obtain 
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redress of these grieyaiioes by oonstitatioBBl means, but without 
Tesnlt. 

Bbsponsibilitt for thb Actual Raid. 

The next point in Mr. Rhodes' statement to be dealt with ia 
{b), his declaration that Dr. Jameson 'went in' without bis 
authority. 

In his written statement Mr. Rhodes said, ' Acting within my 
rights, in the autumn of 1895 I plaoed on territoiy under the ad* 
ministration of the British South Africa Company upon the 
borders of the Transyaal a body of troops under Dr. Jameson, 
prepared to act in the TransYaal in certain eyentoalities.' Whan 
under examination he was asked what he intended to convey by 
the phrase 'acting within my rights.' Ultimately he did not 
defend either the expression or the policy, and accepted responsi* 
bility for the massing of the troops. 

It being admitted that the force was placed on the frontier 
under the command of Dr. Jameson with Mr. Rhodes' approval, 
the important point for consideration is, whether any evidence has 
been famished to your Committee tending to show that Mr. 
Rhodes was not justified in saying that ' with reference to the 
Jameson raid .... Dr. Jameson went in without my authority.' 

After Mr. Rhodes, Dr. Jameson himself is the principal 
witness upon this point At the conclusion of the statement 
which he read to the Committee, Dr. Jameson said, ^ I desire to 
state that no telegram, message, or other communication was at 
any time received by me or any one at Pitsani or Mafeking from 
Mr. Rhodes, or any one at Cape Town, directing or authorising 
my force to move to Johannesburg. I acted entirely on my own 
judgment. Major Heany brought me no message from Mr. 
Rhodes or any one at Cape Town.' This reference to Major 
Heany was, no doubt, made because it had been suggested that, 
although that officer purported to be a messenger sent by the 
Reform Committee at Johannesburg with a verbal message to Dr. 
Jameson requesting him to postpone his coming, he (Heany) did, 
in fact, carry some instructions from Mr. Rhodes to Dr. Jameson 
in a directly contrary sense. 
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Your Oommittee Iiad an [opportunity of hearing the evidence 
of Major Heany, who swore that he did not take any message to 
Dr. Jameson except that from Mr. Hammond and certain members 
of the Reform Union with which he had been speciaUy entrusted, 
namely, ' to tell Dr. Jameson under no circumstances to moye/ 
The witness further said, * I may fairly say that I had no commu- 
nication whatever with Mr. Rhodea' 

The evidence confirms the statement that Dr. Jameson ' went 
in ' at the time he did without the authority of Mr. Rhodea 

RsspoKsiBiLrrr of DntEcnoBs of thb BarnsH South 
Africa OoHPAmr. 

The remaining point upon Mr. Rhodes' statement is (c) the 
concealment of his views from the Board of Directors of the 
British South Africa Company. 

Mr. Rhodes admitted in his evidence that he did not com- 
municate his * views ' to the Board of Directors of the Company, 
and it is evident that he not only refrained from expressing his 
opinions, but also carefully abstained from telling the Directors 
anything about his support of the Johannesburg movement ' with 
his purse and influence,' or about the real use to which the 
Company's forces on the Transvaal border might be put in 
certain eventualities. Mr. Rhodes said he did not communicate 
Ids plans to his colleagues, because he ' did not wish to mix aiiy 
one up in it ; ' this policy of secrecy was pursued by him not only 
with the Board of Directors of the Chartered Company, but also 
with the High Commissioner, and his colleagues in the Cape 
Ministry. 

Tour Committee have heard the evidence of all the Directors 
of the British South Africa Company, who were members of the 
Board at the time of the Jameson raid, with the exception of Lord 
Grey. The evidence of the Duke of Abercom, President, and of 
the Duke of Fife, Lord Gi£Pord, Sir Horace Farquhar, and Mr. 
George Cawston, established the fact that these gentlemen had no 
knowledge that there was any intention in the mind of any person 
that the troops of the Company shotdd be used for any purpose 
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againBt the South African Bepublia On the other hand, it 
eatabliahed that Mr. A. Beit and Mr. J. B. Magoire, Mr. Bhodea' 
proxy under Sub-section 2 of Article 89 of the Company's Deed 
of Settlement, were generally conversant with the objects and 
proceedings of Mr. Rhodes. 

It is necessary to add a few words with reference to Lord 
Ghrey. Dr. Harris stated in his cTidence that he was not prepared 
to say that Lord Gbey knew nothing about the * Jameson plan/ 
and admitted that he had had conversations with Lord Ghiey in 
which he might have alluded to it. As Lord GFrey is in South 
Africa acting as Administrator of the Chartered Company, and 
therefore unable to give evidence, the Committee are not in a 
position to express any opinion as to his responsibility. 

The ignorance, however, of the Board, as a whole, does not 
exonerate them from their responsibility. The Board were, under 
their Charter, invested with very large authority over an extensive 
territory, and the duty devolved upon them to maintain a due 
supervision over its administration, not only in respect of the 
commercial interests of the South Africa Company, but also in 
regard to the Imperial relations of the dominion under their 
control. 

The Duke of Abercom, the President of the Board, stated 
' that Mr. Rhodes had received a power of attorney, giving him 
the fullest power to do precisely what he liked without con- 
sultation with the Board, and the whole of the administration, 
and everything connected practically with Rhodesia, was carried 
on by Mr. Rhodes, he simply notifying to the Board what waa 
done.' Under these circumstances, the Committee consider that 
the Board, as at present constituted, does not fulfil the objects for 
which it was created, or offer sufficient security against the misuse 
of the powers delegated to the Chartered Company by the Crown. 

Rbspoksibilitt of Impbrial Officers and of thb 
Colonial Office. 

While investigating 'the origin and circumstances of the 
incursion into the South African Republic,' two in^rtant 
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qaestioiiB have ariflen ; firsts whether any Imperial officer serving 
the Crown in Sonth Africa had placed himself in a position 
inYolying direct or indirect responsibility for the policy which 
culminated in the entry of Dr. Jameson's force into the 
Transvaal; and, secondly, whether the Oolonial Office officials 
at home had received information that cotdd be assumed to 
convey a warning of the impending incursion. 

The Committee have obtained evidence which enables them to 
answer both these questionB decisively. 

Imperial Officers at thb Caps. 

With regard to the first question : — at the time of the occur- 
rences which form the subject of this Inquiry, Lord Rosmead, as 
High Commissioner, was primarily responsible for the conduct of 
Her Majesty's Government in South Africa, and your Committee 
state, in the most emphatic terms, that there is no evidence what- 
ever that he had the slightest knowledge of the plot or of the 
intended use of an armed force within the Transvaal, both of 
which were purposely concealed from him. The Committee 
ascertained that the state of Lord Rosmead's health disabled 
him from giving evidence before the Committee ; but they have 
received from him an absolute denial of any such knowledge on 
his part In the opinion of your Committee, imder most trying 
and diffioidt circumstances, the High Commissioner did everything 
that was possible to maintain the honour of his country. 

Sir Graham Bower, the Imperial Secretaiy to the High Com- 
missioner at Cape Town, and Mr. Newton, the Resident Com- 
missioner in the Bechuanaland Protectorate, were acquainted 
with the intentions of Mr. Rhodes, ' in certain eventualities,' to 
use the force stationed on the borders of the Transvaal within the 
Republic itself, and it was clearly their duty to have put the High 
Commissioner in possession of the facts. Sir Ghraham Bower said, 
in his evidence, that he received communications from Mr. Rhodes 
in confidence, and felt bound in honour not to inform the High 
Commissioner. Sir G. Bower further added that he ' understood 
that before those troops were used, or any action was taken, Mr. 
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Bhodes would himieli make ioiim oammiimMtian to the Hig^ 
Oommisnoner/ 

Mr. Newton admitted, ia his eTidenoe, that although he had 
raoeiTed definite inlonnation as to the propoeed nae of Dr. 
Jameson's foree, he did not| during his visit to Gape Town, say a 
word to the High Commissioner about it It appean, howerer, 
that prior to the Raid, Mr. Newton had serious misgiTings as to 
the position in which he was plaoing himself by his reticenes^ and 
that he talked to Mr. Bhodes and Sir O. Bower as to the pr op ri ety 
of informing the High Commissioner; unfortonateljr, however, 
Mr. Newton allowed himself to be persuaded by Mr. Rhodes that 
to do so would be premature, as ' it was very doubtful whether 
anything was going to happen,' and because 'he led him to believe 
that the Imperial authorities would not be averse to any move> 
ment in Johannesburg.' 

Colonial Office Knowlbdob. 

With regard to the seoond question, namely, whether the 
Colonial Office officials at home had received information Uiat 
could be assumed to convey a warning of the impending in* 
ouraion: — 

Tour Committee answer this question decisively in the nega> 
tive. Nothing in the course of the inquiry indicating that the 
Colonial Office had received, either directly or indirectly, any 
information on the subject of the Jameson plan was forthcoming 
until Dr. R. Harris, while giving in his evidence a descriptioa of 
an interview he had had at the Colonial Office on the subject of 
the transfer of the Bechuanaland Protectorate to the Compaay» 
said : * It was present to my mind that, in the event of a rising at 
Johannesburg, Mr. Rhodes wished to be in a position to render 
assistance with the police forces of the British South Africa 
Company, should certain eventualities arisa I made no ezplieit 
statement to that effect, but I referred to the unrest at Johannes* 
burg, and added a guarded aUusion to the desirability of there 
being a police force near the border. Mr. Chamberhdn at once 
demurred to the turn the conversation had takou I 
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Teferred to the subjeot again at that or at either of two nibseqiiflat 
interviews I had with Mr. Ohamberlain.' 

Immediately after hearing this evidenoe of Dr. Harris, tha 
fiecretaij of State for the Golonies tendered himself as a witness, 
and stated what took pkoe at the interview in question between 
himself » oertain officials of the Colonial Office, and representatives 
«f the British Sonth Africa Oompany with reference to the pro* 
posed transfer of the Protectorate, and conduded by stating: 'I 
desire to say in the most ^plicit manner that I had not then, and 
that I never had any knowledge, or, until, I think it was the 
day before the actual raid took place, the slightest suspicion of 
anything in the nature of a hostile or armed invasion of the 
Transvaal The gentlemen who were my colleagues in office, 
Lord Sdbome, the Under Secretary of State, and Sir Robert 
Meade, will be ready to apeak tar themsdves. Mr. Fairfield is 
dead, and the public service has lost a most honourable, loyal 
devoted, and able public servant ; but I say, from communicationa 
which I have had with Mr. Fuxfield and with the other gentle* 
men named, I am convinced that they had no more suspicion than 
I had mysell' 

Dr. Harris was subsequently further examined, and in the 
oourse of his evidence allusions were made to certain telegrams 
which had passed between himself, when in England, and Mr. 
Rhodes in South Africa, and vice versA^ from July to November, 
1895. Dr. Harris decUned either to put in these telegrams or to 
authorise the Eastern Telegraph Company to produce thent The 
Eastern Telegraph Company, over whose cables the telegrams in 
question had passed, were thereupon ordered by the Committee to 
produce copies of any telegrams in their possession passing 
between Mr. Rhodes and Mr. Harris, between the 27th July and 
4ihe 30th November, 1896. 

On being served with this order, the Manager of the Telegraph 
Oompany attended the Committee, and declined to produce any 
telegrams whidi were in their possession, upon the ground that, 
by the terms of the International Convention, by which the 
Oompany were bound, the Company were prohibited from pro- 

451 



POLITIOAL SITUATION IN SOUTH AFBIOA. 

ducing ihe oopiea of any telegrams, except with the oonaent of 
the senders or receivers. The CfOmmittee, after hearing oounad 
on behalf of the Telegraph Oompany in support of this objection, 
decided that the order of the Committee must be obeyed and the 
telegrams produced. 

At a subsequent meeting of the Conmiittee, the telegrams 
which had passed between the parties from the 1st November 
onwards were produced, the telegrams prior to that date having 
been destroyed in the ordinary course of business. 

It was given in evidence by Mr. Hawksley that in Februaiy, 
1896, he went, after obtaining ike authority of Mr. Rhodes, to see 
Mr. Fairfield at the Ciolonial Office, and informed him that com- 
munications by telegraph had passed between London and Cape 
Town, which had been used to support Mr. Rhodes' action in 
South Africa. 

On receipt of this communication, Mr. Fairfield, at the request 
of Mr. Chamberlain, asked Mr. Hawksley for copies, but the 
request was not complied with at the time, and the matter 
dropped. 

But in June, 1896, in compliance with a further request from 
Mr. Chamberlain, a copy was sent to the Colonial Office for 
* confidential perusal and return,' and was accordingly returned to 
Mr. Hawksley, who admitted that he retained it in his possession. 

The Committee called upon him to produce the telegrams, but 
he declined to do so, and relied upon Mr. Rhodes' objection to 
their production when under examination. The Committee in- 
formed Mr. Hawksley that their order must be obeyed; he 
persisted, however, in declining to produce the copy of the 
telegrams, and said: 'Mr. Rhodes adheres to the decision he 
maintained when he was before the Committee in the early part 
of this year ; and, with very great respect, I need not say I still 
feel that my duty compels me to act upon the instructions I have 
received from Mr. Rhodes.' 

Thereupon Mr. Chamberlain made a further statement with 
reference to the production of the telegrams and their general 
purport. 
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With regard to the number of the telegrams produced to the 
Oolonial Office by Mr. Hawksley, Mr. Chamberlain said : ' I know 
for instance that most, I do not think all, but most of the tele- 
grams which have been already published were included in them, 
and there were, I know, some telegrams which were sent before 
the time with which these telegrams deal; but I do not think 
there could have been very many of them, because I was away 
abroad the greater part of the time, and no interviews of any sort 
were taking place, except between the Ohartered Ciompany and 
the Chiefs (they were negotiating in my absence), and it was not 
until I returned that the negotiations began again.' 

It would seem, therefore, that most of the telegrams included 
in the copy sent to the Colonial Office have been obtained by your 
Committee from the Eastern Telegraph Company. With regard 
to the contents of the telegrams sent to the Colonial Office, but 
not produced by the Eastern Telegraph Company, Mr. Chamber- 
Iain said: 'Oenerally .... those that were not produced are 
Tery similar in character to those that have been produced.' 

In this further statement Mr. Chamberlain intimated that 
there was nothing in the evidence which he had heard since he 
first appeared as a witness, nor in the telegrams produced to the 
Committee, nor in those which he had seen at the Colonial Office, 
which caused him in any way to modify or qualify the statement 
he made that he had no foreknowledge of the raid nor of the 
preparations for the raid, and had given no approval to it. 

The Earl of Selbome (Under Secretary of State for the 
Colonies) also attended the Committee and gave similar evidence. 
He said : * The fact remains that from no quarter did the Colonial 
Office receive any warning;' and with reference to Mr. Fairfield 
he added, * I have spoken of my constant communications with 
him (Mr. Fairfield) in the autumn of 1896 prior to the Raid ; 
after the Raid, and until he was seized with his fatal illness in the 
autumn of 1896, we repeatedly discussed together the events of 
the previous year, sometimes alone, but very often with Sir 
Bobert Meade, and I am absolutely convinced of the fact that he 
had no suspicion of the plan of Dr. Jameson.' 
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Your Oommittee folly aooept the statemantB of the Seoietaiy 
of State for the Gdoniee and of the Under Seoretary, and entirelj 
eotonerate the officials of the Oolonial Office of having been in any 
aenae cogmoant of the plans which led up to the inouraion of Dr» 
Jameson's force into the Sonth African BepuUio. 

It is dear from the endence of Mr. Hawksley, and his letter 
of 6th February, ISOG, that the telegrams in question oonyeyed 
the impression that the action of Mr. Bhodes was known and 
approved at the CSolonial Office. 

The fact that Mr. Ehodes (after having authorised that they 
ahould be shown to Mr. Chamberlain) has refused to allow them 
to be produced before the Oommittee, leads to the conclusion thai 
he is aware that any statements purporting to implicate the 
Oolonial Office contained hi them were unfounded, and the use 
made of them in support of his action in South Africa was not 
justified. 

The Conmiittee also made an order on the Eastern Telegrafili 
Company for the production of certain telegrams whidi had 
passed between Miss Flora Shaw and Mr. Bhodes on the subject 
of the incursion. These telegrams were produced, and Miss fihaw 
was examined as to their general purport and the meaning of 
certain statements and references contained in them. 

Tour Committee were satisfied that the statements and refer- 
ences contained therein, and referring to the suggested knowledge 
of the Colonial Secretary and the Colonial Office, had no justifioa- 
tion ; indeed. Miss Shaw stated that she ^ never at any time gave 
the Colonial Office any information about the Plan,' and ' never i^ 
iny time received any information from the Colonial Office about 
the Plan.' 

The Committee also endeavoured to obtain from Dr. Harris an 
etplanation of the telegrams sent by him to Miss Shaw on Mr* 
Rhodes' account, but the summons of the Committee did not reach 
Dr. Harris, as he had gone abroad and his address oould not be 
obtained. 
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BiSOBSDISNCB TO OrDBR TO FRODUCB CoPT TbLEORAHS. 

The Oommittee fed it to be their -duty to report the refosal 
of Mr. Hawkaley, aoting on Mr. Bhodes' instruotions, to produce 
the oopj of the telegrams which was shown to Mr. OhamberLun 
and is referred to aboye. 

Mr. Hawksley was required on 25th May^ 1897, to produce 
those telegrams, and after telegraphing to Mr. Rhodes, and 
receiving no reply, declined to do so on the ground that he 
regarded himself as bound by his previous instructions. 

The question having been raised as to whether Mr. Hawksley 
was entitled as solicitor to refuse the production of the telegrams, 
whidi it was admitted Mr. Rhodes himself could have been 
ocmpeUed to produce, the Ciommittee heard counsel in support 
of the objection, but decided that the ground raised was no 
justification, and ordered Mr. Hawksley to produce them. Mr. 
Hawksley replied that 'Mr. Rhodes adheres to his decision to 
refuse the production of the telegrams,' and Mr. Hawksley still 
declined to produce them. 

It became necessary, therefore, for the Committee to consider 
the course which they should pursue. It cannot reasonably be 
doubted, having regard to the use already made of these tele- 
grams, that they would have been produced to your Oommittee 
if their contents could in any way have relieved either Mr. 
Rhodes or his subordinates from the responsibility now attaching 
to them. Tour Oommittee deemed that the consideration <rf 
their Report should not be delayed on account of the non* 
production of these telegrams by the person principally interested 
in their publication ; nor did they think that a knowledge of the 
telegrams was in any way essential to the completion of their 
inquiry. On the other hand, the telegrams could not have been 
obtained without great delay. The person against whom pro* 
oeedings should properly have been taken to compel their pro- 
dnotion was, in the opinion of your Oommittee, not Mr. Hawksley, 
but Mr. Rhodes, by whose order they were withheld. Mr. 
Rhodes was in South Africa; and to have delayed until his 
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presence could have been procured, would have inYolyed such a 
loss of time as would have made it impossible to report upon the 
Baid during the present Session of Parliament, a matter which 
appeared to your Oommittee, in the interests of South Africa, of 
such urgent and primary importance, that all other consideratioiui 
must yield to it. They, therefore, determined to doae the 
evidence, in order that they might report to the House on the 
Baid before the end of the Session. 

The same reasons prevented them from delaying until Earl 
Grey could be summoned as a witness. 

The Baid and Stock-jobbing Motivbs. 
Suggestions have been made by questions to witnesses and 
otherwise that certain persons who were intimately connected 
with this matter, notably Mr. A. Beit, Mr. Lionel PhiUips, and 
Dr. Butherfoord Harris, embarked in the proceedings which 
resulted in the Baid for stock-jobbing purposes. Tour Gonmiittee 
feel that in justice they ought to say that no evidence in support 
of such a charge has been produced, and they hold that the 
charge is entirely without foundation. 

Conclusions. 
Tour Committee now proceed to sum up the results of their 
inquiry. 

I. Great discontent had, for some time previous to the 
incursion, existed in Johannesburg, arising from the grievances 
of the Uitlanders. 

II. Mr. Bhodes occupied a great position in South Africa; 
he was Prime Minister of the Cape Colony, and, beyond all other 
persons, should have been careful to abstain from such a ooune 
of action as that which he adopted. As Manag^g Director of 
the British South Africa Company, as Director of the De Been 
Consolidated Mines and the Ooldfields of South Africa, Mr. 
Bhodes controlled a great combination of interests ; he used his 
position and those interests to promote and assist his poUcy. 

Whatever justification there might have been for action on 
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the part of the people of Johannesbarg, there was none for the 
conduct of a person in Mr. Rhodes' position, in subsidising, 
organizing, and stimulating an armed insurrection against the 
OoTomment of the South African Republic, and employing the 
forces and resources of the Chartered Company to support such 
a revolution. He seriously embarrassed both the Imperial and 
Colonial Oovemments, and his proceedings resulted in the 
invasion of the territory of a State which was in friendly 
relations with Her Majesty, in breach of the obligation to respect 
the right to self-government of the South African Republic under 
the Conventions between Her Majesty and that State. Although 
Dr. Jameson' 'went in' without Mr. Rhodes' authority, it was 
always part of the plan that these forces should be used in the 
Transvaal in support of an insurrection. Nothing could justify 
such a use of such a force, and Mr. Rhodes' heavy responsibility 
remains, although Dr. Jameson at the last moment invaded the 
Transvaal without his direct sanction. 

III. Such a policy once embarked upon inevitably involved 
Mr. Rhodes in grave breaches of duty to those to whom he owed 
allegiance. He deceived the High Commissioner representing the 
Imperial Oovemment, he concealed his views from his colleagues 
in the Colonial Ministry and from the Board of the British South 
Africa Company, and led his subordinates to believe that his 
plans were approved by his superiors. 

lY. Tour Committee have heard the evidence of all the 
Directors of the British South Africa Company, with the excep- 
tion of Lord Grey. Of those who were examined, Mr. Beit 
and Mr. Maguire alone had cognisance of Mr. Rhodes' plans. 
Mr. Beit played a prominent part in the negotiations with the 
Reform Union; he contributed large sums of money to the 
revolutionary movement, and must share full responsibility for 
the consequences. 

V. There is not the slightest evidence that the late High 
Commissioner in South Africa, Lord Rosmead, was made 
acquainted with Mr. Rhodes' plans. The evidence, on the con- 
trary, shows that there was a conspiracy to keep all information 
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on the subject from him. The Oommittee most, however, ezpr 
a strong opinion upon the condaot of Sir (}iaham Bower, who 
was guilty of a graye dereliction of duty in not oommnnioating 
to the High Commissioner the information whioh had come to hia 
knowledge. Mr. Newton failed in his duty in a like manner. 

VI. Neither the Secretary of State for the Colonies nor any of 
the officials of the Colonial Office reoeiTed any information which 
made them, or should have made them or any of them, aware of 
the plot during its development. 

YII. Finally, your Oommittee desire to put <mi record an 
absolute and unqualified condemnation of the Ilaid and of the 
plans which made it possible. The result caused for the time 
being grave injury to British influence in South Africa. Public 
confidence was shaken, race feeling embittered, and serious 
difficulties were created with neighbouring States. 

Part II. 

As regards the second part of the Inquiiy, relating to the 
Administration of the British South Africa Company, your 
Committee have received from the Colonial Office a Report by 
Sir Richard Martin, Commandant-Gtoneral, and Deputy Oom* 
missioner in Rhodesia. 

The Board of the Chartered Company desired an opportunity 
of examining and replying to that Report, but their answer has 
not yet been received by the Committee. 

This part of the inquiry would require a lengthened inves- 
tigation, which it would be impossible to deal with at this period 
of the Session. This, however, should not in the opinion of the 
Committee affect any action which the Executive (Government 
nuiy deem immediately necessary under the circumstances. 

13 July, 1897. 
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